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The letters *P. L. M."are a magle
combinstion. They are a sort of alphs-
betic “open sesame.” P. L. M. is the
enchanted gateway through which
ovary oo must pass to escape from the
dump, shivery gloom of an English
winter to the of eternal sun-
shine. The old, the worn and the weary
o through this portal to have a refresh-
fag dip in the fountain of youth; the
sick go to get well and the hopeless to
dle, - The lettersoa - the morthern side
of this gateway might stand for Plerc-
ing Livid or Pouring Liquid
Mud, or Potatoes Liver and Muiton. or
Pitiless Lurid Murder; and on the scuth
for Peacelul, Lile-giving Mildness, or
Palms, Lilies and Mandarins, or Ports
and Lakes and Mountains; but in plain
literal moaning they stand for the rail-
way called the Paris-Lyons-Mediter-
ranean, ranning from the capital of
Franoce to the great southera sea and

the Mediterranean coast to the
Italian frontier.

A littls knowledge is a dangerous
thing, especially if that little happens
to bo wrong. 1always had the ideathsat
the P. L. M. station was that termimus
southof the Luxenbourg Palace. Idon’t
know how this notion fixed itself on me,
but, anybhow, when the eab-driver in-
stoad of crossing the Selmo took the
rough stony stroet on the morth side of
i, T thought he had mistakem my in-
structions and trled to tell him where to
go- This attempt to give a aris cad-
man information about his own city
evidently amused him very much, nad
he procoedsd to argue the point with
me—he talking French while I confined
myself to English—but strong, forcible
English.

I think & woman takes a deplorsbls
delight in finding her husband in the
wrong. ' Anyhow, this remark was made.

*There 13 just ono chance ins million
that you are mistaken and that the m
knows where he is going." :

“Kuowsl He doesn’t know any thing,”
and to show that I was in the right
1 was indiscreet enough to pull out a
map of Paria 1 tried to fold it up
agaln ss guickly ss_possible; but was

“Exactly. The mau was right after
all: T¥'s mileaaway ind on thir sido of

“Go oa,” I shouted .to the -driver;

“whei arp you stopping for? Drive om
< :

that if this sort of thing was kepi on we
would miss the train and I was jnst de-
bating whether it would be better to
murder the man ottright and take

reins myself or morely stun him
try to get to the station befores he
vived, whea there came alomg = ped-

“from my youth up. What can I do Tor
- ,

you
“Nothing, unless you can also speak
French.”
“Ah, there you touch my weak poiat;
the language to
get cheated.””,

“Well, T wish you would ask the
driver what he is ml;( with me
about—pelitics or religlon

There was an animated coafab be-
tween the two for & minute, then the
stranger turned to me.

“The driver says that you seem = lit-
tle wabbly in your mind as to what par-
ticular station you want to go to. He
says he doesn’t mind driving to any one
station, but he declines to experiment
with all the termini in Paris unless you
hire him by the hour.”

“Will you kindly tell him thatI want
the P. L. M. station and that I want it
Bad. Ask him to hurrysnd hint atextra
compensation. ™ ? A=

When this was.done the stranger was
good enough to give me some hints that
might prove useful.

“If he doesn’t move faat enough don’t
say go it or *hurry up;® he'll think you
want toenter into conversation with him.
Bhout ‘pressay.’ snd if that doesn’t do,
punch him with yourcane. They under-
stand that in cvery language. Doa't hit
him with the cana. He will take that as
a challenge and hit back with the whip,
but punch him geatly and yell T
Good-bye. Oh, don't mention it No
trouble at allL.™

“Now, you villain,” I cried: “Pressay
or perish.”

He gave that peculiar “Youep” which

drivers so frequently address to
their horses, hit the aaimal sn under
cut with the whip, then worked off &
fusilade of whiperacks that
sounded liks a succession of pistol shota,

who, instesd of having wings, had the
words “Thos. Cook & Son” in gilt let-

U
the mumber of the package and the
word “Eyon™ was pasted on the trunk; a
similar ticket was given to me. The
of the servico was one penny.
-"I‘nlﬁlﬂ."_elll.ﬁlt‘l after

want to smeke—ibat's all.”

B had scem ioall thees preliminaries,
“that I will mot be able to getyous
compartmens to yourssives The traime
are rather crowded at this season of the
year.”

Thero was one com pariment that was
empty as far a3 people were comcerned,
but in each corner were rugs and port-
mantesus that reserved the choics
seats.

“No use going in there,” I said

*J happen to know,” replied our con-
ductor, “that all that impedimenta
represents two men who have taker
this method of frightening people away.
This is your best place. You will have
two soats by the window whea they
pick up their traps.”

1 may remark that nowhere does the
selfishuces of mankind come out so
sirongly as when penpls are traveling.
1, who had just beee hoping for a whole
compartment for my party, was highly
indignanttio find thas twoolher unknown
persons had been sctusted by the same
selfish desire. The rugs, valises and
handbags were bundled isto this eom-
partment, my folks got in after them
and I stayed om the platform to head
off, if it was possible, anybody elsa.

Two men, who were on the platform
smoking, looked at this Invasion with
undisguised anguish. They consulted
together for &« moment and then one of
them approached me.

*Do you speak English? he asked

This was fiattering. There was evl-
dently nothing in my appesraste to de-
noto that I could speak any thing else,
and so I admitted that I generally eould
make myself understood in that lam-

Euage.

“Is that your party in that eompars
ment?™ was the pext question. .

“Well, I pay for them.”™

“Ahl Well, you ses, my friend and
myself have our things in there—and—
you see—we were wondering—you
know—if the lady would object toour

sm Ld

. off-hand I should imagine
she would—most decidedly.”

“Abh!then you sre not a smoker your-
pelf?™

“It s & vile habit—if you will excune
me for 0"

“Yeos, 1 suppose it ls—still if you will
allow me to make the remark, I would
like o say that when a pan who doesn’t
smoke condemns the habit he simply
does not know what he’s talkingabout®

*“Possibly that is so.™

His friend, who seomed to think that
he was not taking a sufficiently diplo-
mati. tons, at this point hauled him off

n. ;
T suppose you "t .mind ouz
smoking if you were alone in the can
. J

'%-leulhﬂlt all right, I ex-

“Do you think the lady and childrea
would ghject to going into the ladies’
compartment?” i

“Youmay ask her If you 1ike 1
haven't the courage to make such a re
quest myself. The ladies’ compartment
is protiy crowded®

The man spparently thought it best
mot to make the requeet, aad withdrew
agsln for comfort and consultation with
his friend.

“What does that man waui?™ assked
the lady in question as I
the compartment door.

“Ho wantad to know if you would ob-
ject to going into the ladies” compart.
mont with tbe children.”

““The idea! Bo that they could have
the t to thamsslves! Wall,
for downright selfisbuness that —*

*0Oh, mot so seifish sa that. They

*Then why didn’t you tell them to go
into the smeoking compartment—I sup--
poss there &2 ona.™
] mever thought of that That'ss
good idea.”
I approsched the two, who were still
debating the matter.
*It has becn suggeated to me that if
s move has to be made —"
"'.'OII. 1 assure you,” interrupted
vious speaker, gratefully, “ihat it
is very comfortable in the ladies’ com-
partment, and we will move the lug-
gago with pleasure.”
*] was about to say that if & move in
made, why don’t you gemtlemen move
to the smoking compartment?”
The blank look.that came Inio the
two faces was & sight to see.
“There are only two places in. thy
smoking com and —"
“Well thers are only two of you."
“2nd they are all smoking vile Frencd
"

*Ip it worse than English tobacoo?
“Worse? Well 1should say so.™

one of the stops them

better than I like American chesk.™
I rather thiak ke hed we thera.—Lake
Sharp, in Detroit Free Prees.

FOOD AND HEALTH.

s Remain

4 O Do
Physicians have prepared tables sap
posed o represent the reiative digesti-
bility of food, none of which can be
regarded as imfallible. That of the
French doctor Beaumont placed among
the most digestible articlea pige’ feet,
brains and tripe, and among the least
digestitle food roast veal, roast mutton
snd oysters. This classification of
oysters will strike Americans as a
heresy. Fowl carefully prevared iscon-
sidered se digestiblethat it is one of the
articles of food most frequently givem
in case of sickness, and yot thousands
of s‘omacha rebel against it Thers
mn: i wr‘ a-mom
ot the head of the list if they are well
cooked and eates without sny of thoss
highly-spiced additions used by many
cooks to render them 'more ao-
ceptable %0 the palate. Among the
things generally regarded as trying to
the digestion are smeoked and salted
meats, hash, caulifiower, with soveral
things already mentioned. Roast meata
are more digeatible thaa boiled meata.
Eeef roastad or brolled is the article on
whoso digestibility the doctors and the
buman stomach are best agreed As
too great variety of food is not to be
commended, so the prolonged use of a
aingle article of diet is generally to be
pvoided. If cifcumst der it
necessary that s person or & community
should subsiast on a uniform kind of
food, potatoes, fish, and milk come the
nearest to satisfying all the conditions.
Neither of these species of mnourish-
ment tends speclally to muscle, and yet
the almost exclusive use of either is en-
tirely consistent with a perfect state of
health. Milk goes far, it must be re-
membered, to supply the lack of animal
food. A French physician, basing his
conclusion on this principle, advises
that cheess be made an important part
of the ration of the French army, be-
cause it is highly digestible, exceed-
ingly compact, and very nourishing-
The Irish peasant, who is usually witty,
ievariably heslthy, and often hand-
some, shows the physical ad-
vantages resulting from the use of the
potato. As to fish, it is a diet that
nourishes & much larger proportion of
tha human race than that which hasthe
privilego—and It is limited—of feeding
on the flesh of four-footed animals. As
to the relative use of meat and vegela-
bles, it depends on an infinite wariety
of questions, two of the most important
of which are those of labor aki of cli-
mate. Nearthe equator the use of meat
Is exiremely limited, :principally be-
cause the sy does mot require i
while in bhigh degrees of latitude its
sonsumption is greatly incronsed,and the
greater amount of fatty matter it eon-|
tains. renders it the more acopptable
In many cases the want of it issupplied
by pure oil. But after all is said, aside
from general rulea, the guestioa of food
and must always remain, ona

THE SENATE SHOCKED.
“Annie Laurie” Produces & Profound Sea.
sation in the Bsmnterinl Chamber.

The dignity of the Bensto recelved a
severe shock the other day. In the course
of a rather dry debate there came
floating through the chamber the sweet
strains of “Annie Laurie,” their sweet-
ness somewhat tempered by presump-
tive ignorance of music in the person
or persons producing them.

The Senate chamber is walled in se-
curely for the express purpose of pre-
venting the admittance of any sound
from the outer world which might inter-
rupt the serious deliberstions of that im-
portant body. There are double walls
inside and outside,and air chambers and
ball-ways between, and even the roof
is double. There was a time when a
Eenator from anEastern State whistled
for a page, but that is the nearest ap-
proach to music that has ever been
heard in the Senate chamber before the
experience here recorded. Hoth mem-
bers and employes were stupefied by the
sound of tho umexpected harmony—or
perbaps discord. At first it was sus-
pected that Senator Butler, of South
Carolina, who has been kmown to play
& practical joke even in the sacred con-
fines of the Senate chamber, had com-
cealed a music-box in his desk, and had
*sot It off" either Inadverteantly or
maliciously. Nobody knew just what
to do, but it is quite likely that a com-
mitiee would have been appointed to
investigate Senator Butler’s desk if the
Senator from South Carolina had not en-
tered the chamber at that moment
from the cloak-room, with s look of as-
tonishment upon his face that seemed
to guarantes his innocence.

Still the music went on, and so did the
debate. They struggled together for
sbout a minute, when Engineer Jones
chanced to pop his head through the
door-way leading into the lobby. The
minute the sound of the music fell npon
his ear ho let the doors fly together
again and started down the lobbyat a
speed that threatened his physical
integrity. Two or three minutes aftor-
ward the music, which had beenm trip-
ping itself upon the jonal period

HOME MINTS AND HELPS.

~—Horseradish cus im thin steips
lengthwise and & dogen or more of thess
strips placed on the top of each kegof
pickles will keep them from bocoming
stale or moldy.

—Artificial Iee: Mixz four cunces of
nitrato of ammonis and four oumces of
subcarbonate of soda with foar ounces
of water in a tin vessel, and in three
hours the mixtare will produce tem
ounces of ice.—Sunny Hour.

—Eat something within an hour after
rising, if obliged to
exposed to malaria
possible, eat in
fast. Nothing is
food, and much harm may be dows.

—Instesd of iroming the fringe of
towels, doilies, etc., comb them out
straight, while damp, with a' new
coarsa toilet comb. It is well to secure
one for this purpose, thowzh you cam
whip the fringe cut by beating itlightly
on you hand. —Old Homestend

—Prune Ple: Etew the prumes first
with a large bandful of malags raisins
Romove the stones; add a teaspoomful
of gelatine to the liquid with sugar to
make agood sirup. Let it boil up well
and add the stewed fruit It should
form = stiff jelly when cold. Bake in
oune crust.—Country Gentleman.

—Outmeal Flakes: Two teacupfuls
of flns oatmeal, one cup of cold water,
one of salt; mix with meal
to make a thin batier, use more waler
if mecessary, and spread om dripping
pan carefully and secve hot er cold.--
The Home.

—French Dish: Take two cupluls
each of chopped-veal and ham. Soak
two cupiuls of bresd-crumbe in one of
boiling milk: season, and mix together
with two well-beaten eggs. Put into a
well-buttered mold or dish and bake for
hslf an hour, not allowing the crust te
become too hard. Turn out om » plat-
ter, and serve hot for tea, or, if desired,
will make a nice addition toa scrap din-
mor.—Ladies’ Home Journal

in a discourse by Senator Call, sud

ceased. Shortly afterward when Engi-
neer Jones reappeared om the Eenate
floor the mystery was explained. It
seoms that a clerk connected with one
of the committees is am enthusiast on
the subject of music. A friend, as en-
thusiastic as he, called upon him at his
room that afternoon, his violin cass in
band. The clerk's flute was in & corner
of his dedk. and a"disctssion on the sub-
ject of music which ensued resulied in
s challenge w0 a dust.” The elerk
said that they would find somé

qujet place .in the b & where
nobody would hear them,

down stairs they went. After looking
about through the carpenter's quarters
and the engine-rooms for a few minntes,
they came across a little spartment
nicely lighted and comfortably warmed.
It d to heve no occupant amd the

remains,
of individual comstitution and &
judgment.—San Francisco Chronicle.
A SAMOAN ROMANCE.
flow Juck Tar Wooed the Charming
=Minid of the Village."”
Lisutensat Brown, the navy officer
who saved the Trenton at the great
spring hurricans off the Samoan coast,
tells some intereating stories about

Bamoans live in smazll settlements like
our villages, and each year elect the
the best and fairest girl of a

tribe “maid of the village.” Bhe fills
the office for a twelvemonth, aad is beld
up 58 & model for all that time. If she
commits a sin, her punishment s treble
that of the other maldens, so that hor
honors and are commensurate.
No white man is ever allowed to taik
with & “mald of the village,” but “love
Isughs st locksmiths” even in Samoa,
for ence upon & time an English sailor
saw one of thess much-guarded maidens
and loved her. She was a chiel's
daughter, too, and all the more heinous
wss her sin. Bhe consented to fly
to the English ship with her lover, and
bs married by the chaplain. Early
morning was set for the escaps, when
the chief and his men would be sleop-
ing off the effects of too much Ai-reof
beer. The lover with two sailors met
his sweothesrt cn ihe shore, helped her
ipto the shallop, and had rowed some
distanos from shore when the old chief
and & dovem’ sialwarts mppoared on the
hill-top. The chief loved his danghter
and would not consent tosend the arrows
for fear he would wound her. He com-
manded the Englishman to stop. The
lover measured the distance and, feel-
ing socure, stayed the ocars. The
chief ordered his daughter to give
up hor white lover. She clung to him,
and the sailor who wanted prom-
ised to returm her if the chief would
comsent to their marriage. That
worthy hesitated. It was against the
law of the island for » “maid of the vil-
lage™ to marry & white man. and he
feared the vengeance of the otherchiefs.
The girl added her pleadings to the
lover’s, but the old chief would not give

All this parieying had takenm place

hours the Englishman and

ware united by the chaplain. The old
chis{ made a greet show of anger. There
was a couneil of all the rulars. and they
finally agreed to acoept the white man
if ho.would eater his wife's ixibe and

walls about were evidemtly thick. ‘So
the two musicians shut themselves into
tke little chamber and attacked “*Annie
Laurie.™ It was only when Engincer
Jones interrupted thelr communion thak
they discovered thst the chamber in
which they were standing was the
thamber through which many th d

subie feet of fresh air are hourly pumped
into the Senste chamber. . Every sousd
of their tortured instruments, therefore,
was diffused through dosens of pipes and
s hundred vent-holes, all lsading to the
Senate chamber. The Senate engineer

pal sign in his engine-room. Under the
words “No smoking” is the further in-
junction “Np musie.”—Cor. N. Y. Trib
une.

A SORT Q' ACGCIDENT.

Bow a Farmer-Leckiag Man Shinsed Twe
or Threa Enuchiss.

A Bun man who was in the walting-
xggms of the Erie depot, scross the
eiver, the other day, came upon & farm-
er-looking man who was nursing two or
three skinned knuckles, and inguired i€
an accident had happened

“Sort o' aocident,” was thereply. *“I
wassittin® here sbout half an hour ago
when & young feller came along and
wanted me 1o go and ook ata trunk full
of clothes which was to to pay
the railroad chargea. I'm Bllus om the
louk;m for bargains, and I went.”

(1) e‘“

“He rambled me up the street about
a block, and we met another feller, who
said be had got to have twenty-five dol-
lars right off quick, to save some ma-
chinery from being sold. With that J
dropped to the game.”

*“Confldence.” '
“Exactly. I kinder Jooked lamblike,
however. and when number one said 1
could perhaps loan number two the
rhino, and take a check for a hundred
dollars om the hukli’ I resched down
into m et, as Iif to get the spom-
Ilu]ll:kl." . v

ﬂ!l n'l

“But 1 didn't get it. 1 scraped to-
gether a handful of dry fine-cut ter-
backer, shet my fist up tight, aad when
pulled it out I swung for No. 2's nose,
snd landed like & ton of brick. He
went a-tumbling into the mud, and I
turned on No. 1. He bad slid—dussed
out of sight like & rabbit a-gittin' for
home ahead of sixteen ecur doga.”
m‘;;\“nd what became of the one you

“Lyin' right there yit onless the police
have have taken him away. When I
left, five minutes ago, one of them had
his head propped up, and the other was
& askin' bim what sort of a wagon ram
over him, and hs was a-sayin’ that he
wanted to be taken home to his anxious
mother. I sort o' calkeriate them two
won't bother me agin—not until after
the plantin’ time is over asd I let my
fall whiskers grow.”—N. Y. Sun.

The Literary Lifs.

Scriptor—I'm missrable, family alak,
rent dus, not s dellar in my pocket and
bere I'm writing away without a hope of
ever being paid for it
}  Amicus—Notso bad as allof that, I
bope; what are you writing now?

Seriptor—An article on Sucoess in
Life—The Jury.

—~Working-man—*Give me work and
1 no not care for the rest of the world.”
Tramp—*Well, give me rest and I don's

care for the work-of the wosld.”

bas now added a postssript to the princi- |

Thamumwh“lfs‘li}
pill om his or her own respoasibility,
and without the interventien of a doo-

of the teeth, a vile odor of the hreath,
feverishness, weaknems a whole
soriea of other symptoms semetimes re-
quiring treatment in bed for & week or

£

take mercury
without & qualified medical man's in-
structions, unless he bas previous-

“PERSONAL AND LITERARY.

~Ta mailing the first half of hia

of “Darkest Afrioa” from-

Cairo “o the Soribnera, Stanley wrotac

*“Whea it is done, mot Vanderbilts

wealth wosld Induce me to write upom
the subject at longth again.

=—The lilerary of Maxieo
is quitse wonderful. Ome of her latest
bibliographical lists mentions vo less
than 12,000 volumns by 3,000 mative
Mexican sathors The first book
printed on this continent was published
in Mexico.

~—Count Muster, the presentGe.sman
Ambassador at Parie, is the author of
ome of the beat cook books of the day.
A sarcastie colleague oncs sadd of him:
“He is the best cook among the diplo-
matists, aud the bost dipiomatist among
the cooks.”

—I%is reported in Boston that Edward
Bellsmy wrote “Looking Backward”
as & satire on Socialism, and was the
most astonished man Ia the country
when thousands of psople took it seri-
ously and set bim op on s padestal as
the prophet of & new era.

—Rose Hartwick Thorpe says that hoe
earliest recollections are of writing lit-
tle rhymes on seraps of ribbon paper.
When she waa a little oldershe hoarded
every penay in order to buy sheats of
“bdun om which to writs her effu-

—Miss May of Dubugue, Is,
Is the author of a “Waverly Diction-
sry,” ia which the 1,500 or more char-
acters in Sie. Walter Scott's novels are
are all describad, with illustrative ex-
tracts from the text. The book is said
0 be & complete key to Scott's works

—Thke only unmutilated copy of the
Contury thatgets iato Russia is the cne
the Csar personally readseach month. In
sll others Kennan's articles aro smeared
over by the Rusasian postal suthorities
with some black stuff of a very pome-
trating nature which it is quite impossi-
bie to remove, oven through a chemical
prooess, withous destroying the print-
ing. Even where only Keunan's name
sppears the same smearing tactios are
applisd.

takes
health of the girle, and tries to make
them ressomable im caring for them-
salvpa™ .
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o idea she dated back there. Take"
sway. I draw the line’ on the hens
from ihe Mayflowsr.' "—Toexas Siftings,
~VForeman (whistling down the tube
to the Editor)—“Oue of these articles
must be left oat. There lsn't reom for

~The Usiversity of Misslssippi has
reesived frewn the State movéd tham 8
million dollars.

—1¢ was » favorite ambition of Pro-
fessor Mather o erect  great art butld-
ing at Amherat collage.

—The Baptist Church at Nursarava
Potta, India, of 4,000 members, was re-
cently divided into twelve, ench with itd
own pastor. 3

—Actording to a Japanese editor, the
Protestant churches have grown from
23 to 151, sad the members from 3,700 to
11,000 in the last three yeari 7

bas boen introduced inte the Church of
England in commection with a crusade
to make & clean “sweep™ of Popery and
rituslism. .

—A Chinese University has been in-
corporated in New York. The institu-
tion will ba wide in scope, embracing
philanthropy, ltarature, sciemce and
religion. A dosen savans from China
are sxpected to take charge of it

—At & recont meoting of tha parish
of Fynungs ia Vestergotland, the ques-
tion of heating the church was under
discussion, and warmly opposed by the
majority of the parishioners. Evew
though the wvicar, Pastor Fogslgoish,
finaily offered to comtribute the sum of
200 crowns for the purpose, tho scheme
was dofeatad, 83 being a “mew fangled
innovation.”

a8 engagemont.

—Harvard Usiversity is to have a
beautiful snd exelusive inm
very valuable opliection of glass Sow-
ors made by secret procsss by s Dresden

fasted, snd Im':h
tege the I'saved By the fasting.*
Dr. RBico wnid thet was ihe frentest con-
tribution of all the great gifte-he faleed
uring that trip.“—Richmond Religious
Horadd. : » - : ’
THE, CHIEF'S ‘RETORT.
S Gjibway Sachem Whe Was Net to Be
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winds of more than fifty winiers bave
blowa over my head and silvered itover
with gray; but they Bave not blown my
brains awsy.” ’ | Liad
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