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the Squeehawkem Mutual Life Insur-
sace Company—capital, £5,000,000. I've
salled to see if you would not take out a
policy, and—"

*8it right down,” said the busy mer=
shant, “and we'll talk it over. Excuse
me; but will you hand me that bettle
labelled ‘Curo for Consumption?” It's
my time to take it. Thanks! Goon™

*The rates are excecdingly low,” con-
tinned the agent, “and—for Heaven's
sake, sir! Shall I call a doctor?”

*0Oh, no, thanks!" feebly moaned the
merchant, picking himself up from the
Boor; for he had fallen out of his chair
88 If in a faint. “It's only a slight at-
tack of heart diseaso or paralysis—I
don’t know just which. I'm quite fre-
quently affected. Now, please goon.™

The agent was not quite so enthual-
aatic, but he wenton.

“As 1 said, the rates are scarcely any
thing; and, in your case, we would be
pleased to make a discount, so you see

“Yes,” imterrupted the merchant
“Please excuso me again; but won’t you
Land me that box marked ‘Yellow

Fover Preventer?” I've just come from
where it was prevalent. Thanks! Please
resume.”

e
AT THE WINDOW.

The Clork u the Villsge Post-Ofles fins
a Lils Full of Expericnce.
The life of & post-office clerk in & town
of 2,000 or 3,000 inhablitants is full of
and all his paths are peace.
© bas nothing under the sun to ruffie
the placid serenity of his amiable tem-
per. and comsequently his disposition
soom becomes as sweet snd mild as the
perfume of a magnolia grove wafied on
the gentle breath of summer. All he has
todois to engage In exhilsrating con-
versation like this:
“Is thers any thing here for Sarah
Bilkina?"

“Nothing, madam.”

“Are you sure?”

*“Quite sure, madam.*

“But you didn't look. How do yoa
know without looking?"

*I have looked over the letters In the
‘B’ box 700 times to-day, and | remem-
ber that there wero no letters in it ad-
dressed to you.”

“Well, now, that's strange. 1 should
have had a lctter yesterday, and 1
thought it would come to-day sure. Do
¥ou suppose it could have been lost?™

“['s possible.”

“Do many letters get lost?

“About 16,000,000 annually.™

“Oh, my! What is the reason?™

“By resson of incorrect or_ illogible
sddress, insufficlent postage and other
causes.™

*“Goodness! And 1 suppose lota of
them bad money in?

“Yes. Twenty-eight thousand of the
letters sent to tho dead-letter office last
year contained money, amounting in all
to $48,642; 4,000 had inclosures of postal

were found to contain drafts, checks,
notes, commercial paper, etc., in the
sum of #1.471,871."

“My land! And who geta this money!™

“If the lettor contains the address of
the sender it Is sent baok to him; but in
over 3,000,000 cases out of 6,000,000 no
address whataver is given by the writer.”

“Then perhaps my letter has gone to
the dead-letter office, or is held for post-
age or something like that?”

“ﬁl‘hlm“

“Well, don’t you think—"

*“Madam, will youplease stand aslde
8 moment umtil I wait on the people
who are crowdiog around the window?"

And ‘sz madam departs she mutters
spitefully that she “mever saw such an
insolent, overbearing, unaccommodating
fellow as that post-ofiico clerk. He can's
even answer a civil guestion, and I am
going to bave ham reported to the de-
‘part this vory day.”—Punzsataw-

The agent was moving ily in his
chair, and appeared to hesitate about
pressing the matter further. Dut he
made a last rally and said: “I have
bere, sir, a few statistics, which show
the financial standing of our company.
1% is the firmest and most reli—"

He paused; and a frightened look was
on his f:.ce, for the merchant was on the
Boor, wrilthirg and twisting as though
in an awful i t. “D-dom’t stop, sir,” he
managed to gasp to the terrified agent,
who was collecting bis papers and mak-
ing for the door. *I'm just havinga
hittle epileptic fit. Qu-quite subject to
—to them, you—you know, I'll beall
rright in a min-minute!™

But the agent bad fled, leaving a
long, blue vacuum in the atmosphere,
so fast had he gone.

“Well,” chuckled the busy merchant,
prising and brushing the dirt off hia
clothes, *ft is bard work, and it soils
one's clothes; but, by Jove, I knew the
scheme would do the busineas. I sham't
be bothered with any more of those
agents for somo time mow. I'll be as
eool as a c ber In a minute, after
I've bad a drink of that good old—"Con-
sumption Cure.’ Ia, bha! “Consum

you want to be a drug-
gist, eh? Have you had any experience?

..-Dittle Girl—Where's his other ono?

. Veteran's Little Girl—Hush, dear; it
4ia Heaven.

03

mey Spirit.
AN EXCUSABLE MISTAKE

Mr, Whitehead (who had just slapped
stranger on the back)—0, I beg yo' paw-
don, sah; thought it was my fr'en’
ption | Smithers. Yo' hab on de berry same clo's
Cure!” Wonder what the Kentuckian
who distilled this prime old rye would
say, if be beard it called that! Well
bere’s a go™—Paul C. West, in Light.

HBE KNEW THE BUsINESS.

he gen'r’ly wars.

Stranger—Yes, Smithers attinded de
same pokah pawty I did last ebeming.
He am at present confined to his room.
—Life. 000

His Jedgment Was Warped.

She—1What do you think of this lace,
John?

He—How much did 1t cost?

Sbe—Ten oonta a yard.

Ho—0, it is bewilderingly beautiful
How much more exquisite it is than the
expeasive kinds you used to bay!—Muan-
vey's Weekly.

He Darea‘t at Home.

Wickwire—No; [ doun’t think domestia
troubles ought to be spoken of outside
the family.

N. Peck—Great Scott! Isa’t a man to
bo sllowed to unburden his mind at all?
~—indissapolis Journsl. __

Cosslntency Not & Jewel.

Actress (queen in extravanganzs)—It
seems ridiculous that I should wes:
diamonds about an inch in diameter.

notes aggregating $5,500, and 27,000 | Ing

IN THE ELECTRICAL WORLD.

—Some body has coiged the word
s o e o s s
who mansges the motor on an
sar.

—A French electrician has constructed
s Wimshurst machine, having 13 glass
dises, each 20 inches in diameter. The
machine will give a spark 16){ inches

long.

—The selectmen of Whitman, Mass.,
have granted a franchise to & eompany
for a right to comstruct an electric road
from the Abingdon line to Auburnville
in Rockland.

—The latest novelty in the way of in-
vention is an electric mouse trap in
which the rodent acts as his own exe-
cutioner, calmly closing the circunit, but
then rather suddenly doubling himself
up into an “electrocuted™ heap of inan-
imate matter.

—An electric cane has been invented
which will be found very useful by people
who are obliged to be out late at night
in the dangerous districts of cities. By
merely touching an assailant it will be
possible to give him & shock which will
be of great value as & measure of self-
defense.

—They are now making 100-horse-pow-
er gas engines to be nsed for the produc-
tion of electric lights, and gas compan-
jes in various sections of the country
who aim to do electric as well as gas
lighting are adopting these machines
for the purpose. It is claimed that with
these machines the cosl comsumption
will be brought down to 1§ pounds per
horse-power per hour.

—Mr. Plante’s new process of engrav-
on glass and crystal by electricity
is found eapable of producing results of
marvelous delicacy. The plate to be
engraved is covered with a concentrated
solution of nitrate of potash and put in
connection with one of the poles of the
battery, the design being traced out
with a fine plati « point ted
to the other pole.—English Mechanie.

—An estimate has been made which
is of the greatest interest to the mining
industry. It specifies the relative cost
for mine lighting on a colliery raising

oil. Under “original outlay” electricity
is entered as $1,000, gas—main pipes
and fittings—as #7530, and oil as 2400,
Under “working cost, including repairs
and depreciation, per annum,” elec-
tricity is estimated at $300, gas at $7605,
and oil at $700. These fignres are sug-
gestive as well as instractive.
—Attempts are now being made to
perfect a system of preventing incrusta-
tion in boilers by means of clectrical
action. Fairly good results are said to
have becn secured by the use of a small
alternating-current dynamo having one
plate connected to the shell of the boil-
er and the other to plates suspended in

the passage of the ecnrrent deposits al-
ternately hydrogen amd oxygen on the
submerged surfaces, and the wnion of
these two gases form a film of chemical-
ly pure water, which protects the
metal.

—The smallest town in the United
States which has an electric street rall-
way in operation is Southington, Ct.,
with s population of 5,400. Two cars
are in service over two miles of track,
and the average daily receipts are §9
percar. The power for the operation
of this road is farnished by the loeal
lighting company, and costs $1.23 per
car perday. The largest electrie rail-
way is at Boston, Mass. This entire
system compromises 254 milesof track,
sixty of which are electrically equipped,
and there are 313 motor cars in opera-
tion. During the month of August they
had 300 motor cars in service, making a
total mileage of 384,700,000

—It seems not unlikely that electrie-
ity will be applied to smelting farnaces
in the near future. An electrical fur
nace has been patented in England
which is said to have given excellent re-
sults in the series of tests to which it
has been subjected. The electrodes are
blocks of a carben secured in metal
cases and placed opposite to each other
in the walls of the furnace. The metal
cases containing the carbons are kept
eool by cirenlating water around them,
and the carbons themselves are capable
of automatic adjustment to compensate
for wear. Provision is made in the fur-
nace for the escape of gms and for the
introduction of the charge, and the elec-
tromotive force of the current can be
varied according to the varying resist
ance of the charge.

JOLLY LITTLE CREATURES.

The Diminutive Women of Japan nad
Thelr Manner of Living.

The women of the middle classes in

Jap the women of the shop and

Manager—You will bave real dis
monds to-night; I will also provide real
poison in the grand spectacular gueen-
polsoning scene.—Jewelers' Circular.

Reslpesolty.
Cadley-—How do you manage to give
your friends such low rates on coal?
Dealer—It is this way. I kmock off
60 cents & ton because they are friends
of mine, and then 1 knock off 200 pounds
on esch ton becsuse I'm a friend of
theirs.—Jury.
Art Critieiem.
. *There’s a Verestchagin,” romarked
one visitor to another in the Portland
,&xposition art gallery.
*S0 it is,” was the reply; “‘very shock-

.} ing indeed. It's & shame the hanging

éommittes passed such pictures.”—West
Saore.
£ A Trale Secret

(at orange stand)—Hew
doea it happem you bave mo blood or-

snges?

Propeiotor—Run out of aniline dye.
I'll have plesity of blood oranges aa soon
as the boy gots back from the drug
M—am_

‘ Like Cures Like.

Mrs. Staggers—George, Mre. Juysmlth
mtys ber husband says that yon wsen
good deal of cora juice. Whatdo yau
do that for? r

-y

for my corns, of course.

h Woman's Levé for Womss.
Leuise-—fHer faoe is hor forsune.
Imbel—Well, it is one of thoss mre

oases where it speaks well for one to

bave inherited one's fortune, and not to

herEaiTas

Staggers—0-or-
You knos how thay tronbls me.—West

factory—are seen everywhere so freely,
and their intimacy is won so soon, that,
without understanding them to their
very souls, one can attempt to say a lit-
tle more about them. Of these thou-
sands of little persons met with every-
where—in the tea-houses, the theaters,
the pagodas—the Impression that re-
mains is absolutely deficient of serious-
ness. Whenever I think of them I in-

voluntarily smile.

Astonishing figurines, that I see onece
more agitated, sssiduous, a little simi-
lesque, running about with continual
courtesies addressed to everybody,
among their infinitesimal doll’s baubles,
in apartments as big as the hand, whose
paper walls would fall in at the lcast
blow. Women in miniature, both child-

d surrounded =with o confusiom

1,000 tons a day, of electricity. gus and | cossi

the water. The theory invalved is thab | |
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How eapy it looks when are of
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the value of the qualities on s sue-
ceas is based and are abundantly gratifying

o the California Fig Byrup Compaay.
— e ———

I The Car.—She(sitting down, though)—
“I do so hate 10 discommode a tleman

He—*0, are doing nothing of the kind,
you ng el i

?:m 1 sssure you™ —

e
A peculiar fact with refer

ence to Dr. Pierce’s Golden
Medical Discovery is, that,
unlike sarsaparillas and other
blood medicines, which are

said to be for the blood
in March, 'PrilandMay,tlu
“ Discove works uall
well aZ ¢ .'mz

in all cases of blood-taints or
humors, no matter what their
name or nature,

It's the chezpest blood-
sold through drug-

Wihy? Because it's sold

on a pewlar plan, and
onlypayforthgmn’;:z

et

Can you ask more?
“Golden Medical Discov-

ery” is a concentrated vege-
e extract, put up in large

bottles; contains no aleohol

to inebriate, no syrup ‘ or

P it

is pleasant,

equally

children.
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This Fisture, Pasel sise, malled for 4 centy.

SMITH & QO.,

of “ Biio Buaas,™
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