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TALMAGE'S SERMON.

4 Practioal Sermon to the Great
Army of Clerks.

Gdvice an to Condmet in Business—Lum-
portance of the Habits of Industry,
Pasctuality and Obrdiencs
to Employsr.

Rev. T. DeWitt Talmagre addresses the
following sermon to the great host of
clerks in stores, offices and other places.
It is based on the texts:
And 2 certain woman mamed Lydis, u seller
of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which - wor-
shiped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord
epened. —Acts xvi., 14
Seest thou & man diligent in his business He
shail stand before kings. — Proverbs, xxil, 2.
The first passaged introduce to you
Lydia, a Christian merchantess. Her
business is to deal in purple cloths or
silks. She is not a giggling nonentity,

A

to

s fortune in ome business; thinks
there ia another ocenpation more com-
fortable; goes into it and sinks all.

Many of the commercial establishments .

of our cities are giving their clerks a
mercantileelucation as Yale, or Har-
varid, or Princeton are giving scientific
sttainment to the students matricu-
lated. The reason there are 50 many
men foundering in business from year
to year, iz because their early mercan-
tile education was neglected. Ask the
men in high commercial circles, and
they will tell you they thankGod for this
severe dicipline of their early clerk-
ship. You can afford to endure the
wilderness march, if it s going to end
in the vineyards and orchards of the
promised land.

But you say: “Will the w ly

of goods—unot one cent of which did
that man or woman buy or expectte
buy. Now L call that a dishonesty on
the part of the cvstomer. It a boy runs
into a store and laies a roll of cloth off
the counter, and sneaks ont into the
street, you all join in the ery pell-mell:
“Stop thief I When I see you go into
a store, not expecting to buy anything
but to priea thiogs, stealing the time
of the clerk and stealing the time of
his employer, 1 say, too: **Stop thief ™™

If I were asked which class of per-
sons most need the grace of God amid
their annoyances, 1 would say “dry
goods clerks.” All the indignation of
customers about the high prices comes
on the clerk. For ,instances: A great
war comes. The manufactories are

clerks in our stores have promotionf”
Yes. Time is coming when women
will be aa well paid for their toll in
mercantile cireles as men are now paid
for their toil. Time is coming when a

but a practical 1, not ash

work for her living. All the other
women of Philippi and Thyatira have
been forgotten; but God has made im-
mortal in our text Lydia, the Christian
saleswomen. The other text shows
yvou & man with head, and hand, sod
heart, and foot all busy tolling on up
until he gains a princely success.
*Seest thou a man diligent in his busi-
ness? He shall stand before kings.”

. Great encouragement in these two
passages for men and women who will
be busy. but no solace for those who
are waiting for good luck to show
them, at the foot of the rainbow, a
casket of buried gold. It is folly for
snybody in this world to wait for
something to turn mp. It will turn
down. The law of thrift is as inexor-
able as the law of the tides. Fortuuoe,
the magician, may wave her wand in
that direction uuntil castles and palaces
" come: but she will, after awhile, invert
the same wand, and all the aplend

will be allowed to do anything
she ean do well. It is only = little
while ago when women knew nothing
of telegraphy, and they were kept out
of a great many commercial circles
where they are now welcome; and the
time will go on until the woman who

st one counter in = store sells §5,000J

worth of goods in a year, will get ns
high a salary as the man who at the
other counter of the same store sells
85,000 worth of goods. All honor to
Lydia, the Christian saleawoman.

The second counsel I have to give to
elerks is that you seek out whatare
the lawfal regulations of your estab-
lishment, and then submit to them.
Every well-ordered house has its
usages. In military life, on ship's
deck, in commercial life, there must be
order and discipline. Those people
who do not lesrn how to obey will
never know how to command. I will
tell you what young man will make

will vanish into thin air.

There are certain stylea of behavior
which lead to usefulness, homor and
permanent success, and there are cer-
tain styles of behavior which lead to
dust, dishonor snd moral defunlt I
would like to fire the ambition of young
people. I have no sympathy with those
who would prepare young folks for
life by whittling down their expecta-
tions. That man or womaun will be
worth nothing to church or state who
begins life cowed down. The business
of Christianity is not to quench but
to direct human ambition. There-
fore, it is that 1 utter words of
encouragement to those who are oceu-
picd as clerks in the stores, and shops,
snd banking houses of the country.
They mre nol an exceptional class
They belong to a great company of
tens of thousands who are in this
sountry, amid eircumstances which
will either make or bresk them for
time nnd for eternity. Many of thess
people have already achieved a Chris-
tizn manliness and & Christian woman-
liness which will be their passport to
any position. [ have seen their trials.
I have watched their perplexities.
There are evils abroad which need to
be huated down, and dragged out into
the noonday light.

- In the first place, 1 counsel clerka to
remember that for the most part their
clerkship is only a school from which
they are to be graduated, It takes
mbout eight years to get intoone of
the learned professions. It takes
abont eight yeears to get to be & mer-
chant. Some of you will be clerks all
your lives, but the vast majority of you
are only in & transient position. Af-
ter awhile, some December day, the
bead men of the flrm will eall you
Into the back office, and they will
sy to you: *“Now, you have done
well by us; we are going to do well by
you. We invite you to have an interest
In our concern.” You will bow to that
edict very gracefully. Getting into &
street car Lo go home, an old comrade
will meet you and say: “What males
you look so happy to-night?” *Oh”
you will say, “nothing, nothing.” But
in a few days your name will blossom
on the sign. Either in the store or
baok where you are now, or in soms
other store or bank. you will take =
higher position than that which you
pow occupy- Sol feel I am not address-
ing people who will yet have their
band on the helm of the world's com-
merce, and you will tarn it this way or
that; mow clerks, but to be bankers,
importers, insurance company direc-
tors, shippers, contractors, superin-
tepdents of railroads—your woice
mighty *‘on ’change”™—standing fore-
most in the great financial and re
lous enterprises of the day. For,though
we who are in the professions may, on
* the platform, plead for the philan-
thropies, after all, the merchants must
pome forward with their millions to
suspend the movement.

Be, therefore, patient and diligent
fn this transient position. You are
now where you csn learn things you
ean never learn in sny other place.
What yon consider your disadvantages
mpre yoar grand opportunity. You see
an affluent father some day come down
B ninent strest with his son who
-has just graduated {rom the university,
abd eatablishing him in business, put-
ting 850,000 of capital in the store.
~ Well, you areenvions. You say: *Oh,
i£ 1 only had & chance like that
man—if 1 only had a father to put §50,-
~ 900 in & business for me, then I wonld

over that young man which he has not
“over you. As well might I come down
— §o the docks when a vessel ia about to
sail for Vi iso, and say: “‘Let me

ruin, ial and moral; it ia the
young man who thrusts his thumb into
hin vest and says: *“Nobody shall die-
tate to me, I am my own master; I will
not submit to the regulations of this
house.” Hetween an establishmentin
which all the employes are under
thorongh discipline and the establish-
ment in which the employes do
about as they choose, is the differ-
ence between success and failure—
between rapid accumulation and bank-
ruptey. Do not come to the store ten
minutes after the time. Be there with-
in two seconds, and let it be two asc-
onds before, instoad of two seconds
after. Do not think anything too in-
significsnt to do well. Do not say:
“It's only just once.” From the most
important transaction in commerce
down to the particular style in which
vou tie & string around s bundle, obey
orders. Do not get essily disgusted.
While others in the store may lounge,
or fret, or complsin, you go with ready
hands, and cheerful face, and contented
spirit to your work. When the bugle
sounds, the good soldier asks no gques-
tions, but shonlders his knapsack, fills
his csnteen and listens for the com-
mand of “march.”

Do mot get the ldea that your in-
terests and those of your employer are
satagonistic. His success will be your
honor. His embarrassment will be
your dismay. Expose none of the frail-
ties of the irm. Teli no store secrets.
Do not blab. Rebuf thoss persons
who come to find out from clerks what
ought never to be kmown outside the
store. Dunot be among those young
men who take om & mysterious air
when thing is said sgainst the
firm that employs them, as much as to
say: “I could tell you something if T
would, bat I won't™ Do not be among
those who imagine they can build
themselves up by puolling somebody
else down. Be not ashamed to be a
subaltern.

Aguin, I counsel clerks 1o search ont
what are the unlawful and dishonest
demands of an establishment, snd re-
sist them. 1In the 8,000 years that have

there has nevar been an ocea-
slon when It was one’s duty to sin
agsinst God. It is mewer right to do
wrong. If the head men of the firm
expect of you dishonesty, disappomnt
them. *Uh,” you say: “Ishould lose
my place then.” Better lose your place
than lose your soul. But you will not
lose your place. Christian heroism is
slways honored. Yon go to the head
man of your store, and may: *“Sir, I
want to serve you; I want to oblige
you; it s from no lack of industry on

losed. The people go off to battle.

The price of goods runs up. A cus-
tomer comes into a store. Geods have
gone up. “How much is that worth?”
“A dollar.” “A dollar. Outrageous.
A dollar.” Why, whose to blame for
the fact that it has got to be a dollar?
Does the indignation go out to the
manufacturer on the banks of the Mer-
rimac, becaunse they have closed up?
No. Does the indignation goout to-
ward the employer, who is out at his
country sest? No. It comes om the
clerk. He got up the war! He levied
the taxes! He puts uwp the rents. Of
course, the clerk!

Then a great trial comes to clerks in
the fact that they see the parsimonious
side of human nature. You talk about
lies behind the counter. There are
just as many lies before the counter.
Augustine speaks of 2 man who adver-
tized that he would, on & certain ocea-
sion, tell the people what was in their
hearta. A crowd assembled, and he
stepped to the front and said: I will
tell you what is in your hearts:
To buy cheap and sell dear™
Oh, lay not asids vyour urbani-
ty when jon go Into a store.
Treat the clerks like gentlemen and
ladies—proving yourself to be = gen-
tleman or a lady, Remember, that if
the prices are high and your purse is
lean, that is no fasult of the clerks.
And if you hava a son or a daughter
amid those perplexities of commercial
life, and such a one comes home all
worn out, be lenient, and know that
the martyr at the stake ne more cer
tainly needs the grace of God than
our young people amid the seven-times
heated exasperations of a clerk’s life.

My word is to all ¢clerks: Be mightier
than your temptations. A Sandwich
Islander used tq think when he slew
an enemy ull the stwrength of that
enemy came into his own right arm.
And I have to tell you that every mis-
fortune you conquer is 50 much added
to your own moral power. With omnip-
otence for a lever. and the § throne
of God for a fulerum, you can
move earth and Heaven. While
there are other young men
putting the cup of sin to their
lips, you stoop down and drink out of
the fountsin of God, and you will rise
up strong to thresh the mountains
The ancients used to think that pearls
were fallen rain drops, which, touch-
ing the sarface of the sen, hardened
into gems, then drupped to the bot-
tom. 1 have to tell you today that
storms of trial have showered imper-
ishable pesrls into many = young
man’s lap. O, young man, while
you have goods to sell, remem-
ber you have a soul to save.
in & hospital & Christian captain,
wounded s few days before, got de-
lirious, and in the midnight hour He
spruug ont on the floor of the hospital,
thinking he was in the battle, erying:
“Come on, boys! Forward! Charge!
Ah! He was ooly battling the specters
of his own brain. Bat it iz no imagin-
ary coaflict into whieh I call yom,
young man, to-day. There are 10,000
spiritual foes that would capture you.
In the name of God, up and at them.

" After the last store has been closed,
after the last bank has gone down, af-
ter the shuffie of gquick feet on the cns-
tomhouse steps has stopped, after the
long line of merchantmen on the sen
have taken sail of flame, after Wash-
ington, snd New York, and Lon-
don, and Vienna, have gone down
into the grave where Thebes, and
Babylon, and Tyre lic buried, after the
great fire bells of the judgment day
have tolled at the barning of a world—
on that day all the affairs of banking
bouses and stores will come up for in-

spection. Oh, what an opening of

my part; but this thing seems to me to
be wrong, spd it is a ain
against my consclence, it is a

lig-|sin sguinst God, and I beg you,

sir, to excose me” He may
flush wp and swear, but he will cool
down, and he will have more sdmi-
ration for you than for those who sub-
mit to bhis evil dictation; and while
they sink, you will rise. Do not, be-
canse of seeming temporary sdvan-
tage, give up your character, young
man. Under God, that is the only
thing you bave to build on. Give up
that, you give up everything. That
employer asks 8 young man to hurt
himself for time and for eternity, who
expects him to malke a wrong entry,
or change an invoies, or say goods cost
so moch when they cost less, or impose
upon the verdancy of & t or
misrepresent & style of fabric. How
dare he demand of you saything so in-
solent?

Again, I counsel all clerks to conquer
the trisls of their particular position.
Ons great trial for eleria s the incon-
sideration of castomers. There are peo-
ple who sre entirely polite everywhere
¢lee, but graff and dictatorial and con-
temptible when they comes into & store
to buy anything. Thersare thousands
of men snd women who go (from atare

0 store to things, without any
of They are not satis-
fied matil every roll of is bromght

t books! Side by side, the
clerks snd the men who employed
them. Everyinvoice made ont—all the
labela of —all certificates of stock
—uall lists of prices—all private marks
of the firm, now expiained so every-
body can wunderstand them. All
the maps of cities that were mever
built, bat in which lots were sold.
All bargains. All gougings. All snap
judgments.  All falss entries. All
adulterations of liquors with coppers
and strychuipe. All mixing of teas,
and sugars, and coffecs, and sirups,
with cheap terial. All embezzl
ments of trust funds All swin-
dlers in coal, snd irom, mnd oil,
and ailvey, and atoocks. ©On that
day whem the cities of this
world are amoking in the last comfla-
gration, the trial will go on; and down
in an avalanche of destruction will go
those who i

up early; no retiring late; no walk-
ing around with weary limbs; but a
mansioa in which to live, and » reslm
of light aud love and joy. over which
to bold everlasting dominion. Hoist
him up from glory to glory, sad from
throne i«

-

DELUSION OF THE EICYCLE.

Disappointing Riders Whe Laok Wel
When Seewm from the Wheel

*1 have found that the experience was
the same with botb the men and the
women,” said a regular bicyclist, “and
during two years of observation I have
never known the rule to fail. The slim,
tailor-made woman, who looks tidy and
preity from behind, apd is ns n matier
of fact neither young nor pretty when
her full face is seen, is already an old
theme for comic papers and jokers.
But it took the bicycle to put a new
phase on the theme. Nine times out of
ten the woman who sits erect, wearsa
well-fitting suit, and displays a par-
ticularly slim and graceful figure is
certain to be—well, old when you ride
past her and look around to get a good
view of her face. She is likely to be
thin, with a wrinkled face, having as
much freshness and youth ebout itasa
dried apple. It's unfortunate that such
should be the case, but it is so, and in
the majority of cases the pretty, fresh-
looking girl will not ride half as well
as her older rival. who can keep a spick-
ness on the wheel that nobody can ex-
cel. The latter will dress better, hold
herself better, and so long ns she is
viewed only by the men riding behind
her she will be far more impressive than
any of the younger and better looking
women on wheels. It is of course dis-
appointing when the opportunity for
seeing the full face comes. But the
spectacle is pleasant enough for awhile.

“Something vf the same kind is true
of the men. I have known slim fel-
lows, with fincly-developed calves, to
iurn out sallow-faced, dyspeptic-look-
ing men with eyeglasses and a discon-
tented expression. Riding behind them
they looked like young athletes, and the
contrast with their real looks was some-
thing awful. Not only physically but
also as far as their dress goes, such
men look better, when seen from the
rear, than nine out of any ten men
one sees on the boulevard, and they ride
along so slowly and delicately that they
are never ruffled and never wilt their
collars. ‘They are like the disappoint-
ing women, the spickest-looking riders
on the road. But they are never able
to stand the front view."—Chicago
Tribune.

USES FOR GHERRY PITS.

Italinns Gather Them te Make Medi-

HOW RUSSIA AMUSES ITSELF,

lns Xe Hwowledge et the fcalthy
Anglo-Sazom Ganca

Unfortunntely young Russia has neol
the faintest glimmering of knowledge
of the nractice or even of the existence
of guch things as football, erizket, fives,
rackets, golf, athletic sports, hockey or
any other of the numerous pastimes
which play so important a part in the
life of every schoolboy in this merry
Imad of England. Therefore there is
nw question, for him, of staying behind
st the school premises after working
hcurs, in order to take part in any
game. He goes home; that much is
certain; most of his time is loafed
away—that, too, is beyond guestion.
He may skate a little, perbaps, in the
winter, if he happens to live near a
skating pond, but he will not go far for
it; and in the summer, which is holiday
time for him from June till September,
he walks up and down the village
street, clotked in white calico garments,
or plays cup and ball in the garden;
fishes a little, perhaps, in the river or
pond if there happen to be one, and
lazies his time away without exerticn.
Of late years “lorteneece,” as lJawn ten-
nis is called in the czar’s country, has
been slightly attempted; but it is not
really liked; too many balls are lost,
and the rules of the game have never
¥et been thoroughly grasped. A quar-
tette of men will occasionally rig up
their net, which they raise to the height
of about 11, feet, and play a species of
battledoor and shuttlecock over it un-
til the balls disappear; but it is scarce-
iy tennis. As a matter of fact, n Rus-
sian generally rushes at the ball and
misses it; on the rare occasions when
he strikes the object, he does so with
s0 much energy that the ball, unless
stopped by the adversary’s eye, or his
partner's, disappears forever into “the
blue.” Croquet is & mild favorite,
too; but it is played very languidly and
uascientifically.

Well do I remember & scene ot the
custom house some years—a good many
years, I fear—ago! 1 was s schoolboy
at the time, and had arrived from Eng-
land in order to spead the summer holi-
days in Russia. Among my impedi-
menta was o box of croquet parapher-
nalia which I had been commissioned
to bring out for an English resident.
At that time the game was as yet un-
known to the country, and the custom

eine and Ne a te

Since cherries have become cheap
enough to be haundled by the push~cart
peddiers & number of Italians bave
been picking up the pita thrown away
on the streets by cherry-eaters. A
diminutive Italian girl is the most per-
sistent worker of the kind seen here-
abouts. She appears at the entrance
to the Brooklyn bridge soon after noon,
and few cherry pits round there p

h authoritles on opening the box
retreated in horror and alarm when
they beheld its awe-inspiring contents.
Instruments of assault, bombs, mys-
terious weapons of every kind were
contained in that awful box; not one of
them would go near it! Amid excla-
mations of warning and horror, 1 drew
forth one of the bombs and placed it
upon the ground; then a second; to the

getting inte the wooden box she car-
ries under her arm. - A bridge police-
man stopped the girl a few days agoand
auked her what she was going to do
with, the cherry pits.

“Make medicine,” she replied.

“What kind of medicine?” asked the
copper.

“No speak English,” said the girl, as
she went on gathering the pits.

“That’s always the way with them
Eyetalians,” said the policeman to a
bystander. “If you ask them a ques-
tion they’ll give you & knock-out blow
by telling you they can't talk the
langwidge.”

Park row Is a fertile hunting ground
for the pit gatherers, and the quan-
tity of pits that can be gathered in s few
hours is surprising. With a box or a
bag in which to carry the pits the plck-
ers work along the streets where the
cherry push-carts are stationed. They
scour the gutters and roadwaye, and
seem to be oblivious to everything but
what they are seeking. Cable cars and
trucks have no terrors for them.

Besides the use made of the pitaasa
medicine, the newsboys gather them to
play with. They play a sort of marble
game with the pits, but it is not a pop-
ular game, because cherry pits are eany
to obtain. Two players take part in
the game. Each player furnishes a pit,
and the players alternately take the
two pits in one”hand, shake themn and
drop them on the ground. Then the
player lays the index finger of one hand
on the ground between the pita and
with one of his other fingers drives one
pit toward ‘the other. 1f he hits it he
wins. If he misses the other pinyer
wins. The stakes are the pits used in
playing.—N. Y. Bun.

Umcle Sam's Great Land Pessssstons.

The area of the United States is3,025,~
600 sguare miles; with Aloska itis2,602,-
900 square miles, equal to the aren of
all Europe, with Itsly and Turkey ex-
cepled. Texas, its largest state, iv 212
times the size of Rhode Island. Texas
might invite every man, woman and
child now living in the world to settle
within its territory, offering each in-
dividual a plot of ground 491} feet by
100 feet. The state wonld not be reaily
crowded, for each individual would
bave four times the space taken by
cach person In New York city. Eng-
land, Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Italy
and Portugal could be transplanted 1o

- | Texan and there would still be room for

a goodsized promenade made where
curious Americans could walk while
studying this bit of Furope. Three of
the cattle ranches of Texas cover as
much territory as the SBandwich lslands,
which we were to annex four years ago.
—William Gearge Jordan, in Ladies®
Home Journal.

Where the Leak Came ITn.

“Say, Joe, how'd yer like ter try one
of "em ‘ere summer ‘otels whers they

yer ice cream reg’lar every day >

“Awh! Git along with yer.”

“Fact—and waiters ter hand it ter
year.”

“Ugh, walters! I jist knowed they
wur too duorned mean ter lei yer help
yerself!”—Brookiyn Life.

Ne Waender.

*] understand that Jones has a hard
time getting along with his wife,”

“How's that?”

“They ride 8 tandem, 824 the madam
welghs 100 posuda=Fhiladelphia Call

¥ t of cries of terror and
consternation I took from the case n
terrible weapon (known to croguet
players as a mallet), and to the Inex-
pressible alarm of all present I com-
menced & little exhibition game of cro-
quet upon the floor of the custom house,
in order to demonstrate the uses of the
various implements. As the hoops
could not well be utilized on the wood-
en boards these innocent articles were
gravely suspected. I believe the offi-
ciale took them to be boomerangs of a
mnovel and peculiar description, and the
whole box was q ly detained
for further and fuller investigation. 1
believe they sunk it in deep water and
sent down a scientifically disposed diver
to inspect it in safety. My friends got
their croguet set eventually, but the
balls bore marks of careful testing;
those officiels had felt sure they were
bombs, and had done their very best
to convict them of containing d

mite—Chambers' Journal. .

WON HIS CASE

A Philadelphia Lawyer's Idem of
Thrift and How It Werked.

Over in Philadelphia dwelt & young
law student who fell in love just as he
was about to be admitted to practice.
The girl's father also belonged to the
profession and was reckoned pretty
emart. The old fellow gave a partiai
consent to the young man’s pleadings,
but he concluded to try the student to
see if he was worthy to be his son-in-
law, 8o he said:

“The case of Blank against Blank
has been on the calendar severnl years.
It has been tried, appealed, decision re-
versed, tried again and comes up again
for argument at the next general term.
I am counsel for the plaintiff. I have
had the ease four years, but now I turn
it over to you. Here are the papers.
Ees what you can do.”

The young man took the papers and
went to work with a vim born of love—
for if he won the case would he not
also win a bride? At last life seemed to
him worth the living. He studied the
case thoroughly. Ile consulied the au-
thorities and was loaded and primed for
a brilliant ergument when the court
convened. He made his plea and won
the case without any trouble,

With a hesrt overflowing with joy
he returnedi to his prospective father-in-
law and, slapping down the papers, he
exelaimed:

“See here, sir! The case is won!
‘These are the What you tried
for years to do I have accomplished at
& singlc term of court. "Now, may I
have your duaghter?

The old fellow looked up with a smile
upon his face as he replied:

*“I think you a fool and yon can’t
have my daugliter. But I will just give
you & little gratuitous advice: Iiistrue
I had the casa four years without win-
ning it, and it is also true that I made
thousands of dollars out of it. But yon
bave gone and settled it, and what have
Jou made? About $50. No, sir, you
can't have my denghter!™—N. Y. Jour-
nal.

THE MITCHMEN RANGE
Peints to Be Okascrved When Prerchas-

ing Dare. “
As a matter of fact tke modern kitch-
on runge is clumsy, is unsatisfactory. is.

sometimes. even eracked, but it is never
malign. Treat it well, give il properat-
teation, keeping it clean inside ond
out. and take the trouhle to understasit
its construction, and the philosophy o!
that constiruction, and, unless it is at-
tached to the wrong kind of chimney,
it will do its work fairly well.

The first point to be considered in the
management of the range is the selec-
tion of it. The more expensive are the
best without doubt because made of
better and more durable materials. and
yet one of the cheaper and lighter
makes, not the cheapest and flimsiest.
is often very satisfactory il carcfully
handled, and it is doubtful whether in
view of the improvements which are
and will be made from year to year it
is better to put a large sum into a range
or to pay a less price and renew the
tool more frequently. Ou prineiple this
is a bad plan, but there ave occasions
when a bad plan becomes a good oae.

The two main points to be consid-
ered when purchasing a range are ihe
size of the fire-box, and of the oven;
the fire-bex should be comparatively
small, the oven comparatively large, so
using as little fucl as possible and se-
curing the greatest results. TFhe smail
fire-box may be objected to as exciud-
ing the idea of maintaining the kitchen
fire during the might. But the kirchen
fire should not be maintained; an okl
fire menns & cool oven, and the wear
and tear of the excessive raking and
shaking necessitated by the old fire is
bad for the range, worse than the fre-
guent and excessive variation of tem-
perature, which the frequently renewed
fire involves.

Then there should always be a damp-
er near or in the pipe; but the ebsence
of this is not irremediable, as one can
usually be inserted at a small expense
Withont the pipe damper much fuel
must be wasted; as the oven damper
only slightly checksthesuctionthrough
the stove, its main office being to cut off
direct communication with the pipe
and so force the heated gases to travel
through the flues arcund the oven.
heating the oven in their passage, a
rapid formation of gasea and their rap-
id passage around the oven securing a
very hot oven.—~Washington Home Mag-
azine.

WELL ENOUGHS.

Makeshifia Whick Scoon Filli Up the
Home. ¥

Makeshifts are the bane of house-
keeping. Women who have but lit-
tle at their nd are forced
to make all sorts of things answer tem-
porarily, and the consequence is that
they szoon drift into the habit of rush-
ing things along, with the idea and re-
mark: “Oh, that'll do well enough for
now,” and after awhile their entire ex-
perience and home are filled with well
enoughs. One Jittle woman whose in-
genuity and tact go far ahead of her
porketbook has for a long timessop-
plied her children with clothes from
the cast-offs from her own adult house-
hold, and her brothers, who are sinple
men. She rips the garments, sponges
and presses them, and puts them away
until wanted. BShe never hangs them
in some out-of-reach -clothes-press,
where moth and dust hold court, but,
all ready for the shears, she wraps them
in moth-proof envelopes, and feels safe
about them. She has practiced until she
knows just what patterns fit best, and
can cut the goods to the best advantage.
Little tronsers and jackets, cutaways
and caps come out of this stoek, and ear-
muffs and mittens have demands for the
smaller bits.

It is posaible for every woman to
whom rigid economy is an object to be-
come an expert in making up garments
for boys out of the cloches of their eld-
ers. The most important require-
ment is a thorough understanding of
how such articles are made, and this
is best acquired by purchasing = high-
class garmest and studying it carefully
aud intelligently. Make the new one
up in precisely the same fashion, end if
you feel that you can afford it, rip one-
half of the one you have bought and use
it as n pattern. Yom can put it to-
gether again with very little trouble.—
N. Y. Ledger.

Serving Cherries.

At a suburban luncheon the other day
the artistic serving of n cherry course
was especially noted. They Kere hand-
ed round temptingly piled with their
own leaves in a graceful wicker basket.
Aw each guest attempted to take some
she found that little bunches of them
on thelr stems had been separniely tied
to small twigs taken from the cherry
trec. The dark red and so-called
“white cherry™ with its vivid scarlet
blush were intermingied with admir-
able effect, and their service in this
manner permittzd the nibbling of the
fruit from the steros wichout touch-
ing ihem with the fingers. Thisls o
pretty device of them for sn al-fresco
luneheon or tea. The cherries are wound
on the twigs in bunches of four or five
with green twine or fine wire, the
bunches repeated untll the little twig
is nearly covered, leuving enough of it
only for a handle—N, Y. Post.

Cream Teast.

Heat one pint of milk. Btir Into it
one large tal ful flour, wet with
a little cold milk. Add s good-sized
piece of butter and ona cupful of cream
or milk. Place on back side of stove
to keep warm. While stir it
often to keep it free from lumps and
have it creamy. Then toast nicely some
bread, dip into the cream. put into a
dish, and when there ia sufficient toast
pour the cream over it.—Ladies’ World.

hﬂm.ﬁnnhly.mm
ful of soda & teacempful of sour
cream. Heat the cream of tartar and

sodn into the cream untll it fraths.

WIT AND WISDOM.

—He Was Safe.—Rusiy Rufus—"Dis
here paper says work ain’t what kills
men.” Weary Waggles—Dat's right,
too. 'Tain’t a loaded gan what shoots
folks; 'tain’t pisen what pisens of 'em,
and ‘tain't work what kills ‘em. It's
not knewin® enovgh to let them thiogs
alone—dat’s what!"—Truth.

—“Those etories about the distress
in the agricultural districts on account
of the threatened failure of crops,” ob-
served the real estate man, “are enough
to melt a heart of stomne.” *“I don’t
koow,” remarked the board of trade
operator. “They don’t seem to be hav-
ing much effect on the curb.”—Chica-
go Tribune,

—Matrimony. — *“Oh, mamma,” the
beautiful girl exclaimed, “he adores me
50, and he iz so noble and handeome,
and—" “Yes, my child™ *“And he
brings such lovely references from his
last wife™ Mother and daughter
mingled their tears of joy. Presently
they grew somewhat calmer and were
able to speak of trousseaus and things.
—Detroit Journal.

—#4An Achievement.—~*There is ihe
usual disposition to become jocose with
reference to Alfred Avstin's poetry,”
said the matter-of-fact person. “Yes.”
replied the pale youth who writes, “but
bis detractors can’t obliteraie the fact
that be triumphs in one respect.”
“What is that?" “He gets his poetry
printed.”"—Washington Star.

—A Critieal Moment.—Aretic Explor-
er (recounting adventures of his last
expedition)—"We certzinly could have
renched the pole, had not our doga
given out at a critical moment.” Fair
Listener (breathlessly) — “Why, 1
thought that the Eskimo dogs were
perfectly tireless creatures!"™ Aretic
Explorer (gloomily)—"“T—er—speak in
a culinary sense, miss.”—Puck.

~4Y, Addlison!” “Yes, sire?” “I
wish you would watch the newspapers

_ | carefully, and cut out for my inspection

all the commencement essays and ora-
tions ¥on find.” “Yes, your excelleney,
but may I inquire why yoti want them
“Certainly. I want to know how to dis-
pose of certain grave questions which
are pressing for solution.”—Pitisburgh
Chronicle Telegraph.

—His Mistake.—*“John,” she said, and
she looked at him rather sharply as ehe
said it. “I have an idea that you didn’t
behave yourself very well while you
were away.” “How absurd,” he pro-
tested. “What in the world has given
you that idea?” “Well,” she returned,
In & quizzicay kind of a way, “I noticed
in the telegram you sent me you had
paid the regular tariff charges on the
words ‘excuse writing."™ — Chicago
Evening Fost.

AUSTRALIAN TROOPS.

Semething Abont (he Military Syatem
of New Sowth Walen

New South Wales was garrisoned by
British troops from {its foundation in
1783 until 1570, when they were with-
drawn, says an Australian correspond-
ent. In the following year colonial
regulars were raised and consisted of
one battery of artillery and two ecom-
panies of infantry; the latter were dis-
banded in 1572. In 1876 the artillery
was increased by a second, in 1877 by a
third, and in 18%0 by a fourth (depot)
battery. It now coneists of one field
battery, fully equipped with guns and
horses, and three garrison batteries.
Men between the ages of 18 and 40 are
enlisted for five years and may reen-
gage for two or five years.
A gunner's pay is 2s. 3d. per diem, in
addition to free rations of bread, meat
and groceries, free kit on joining, uni-
form, barrack accommodation, fuel and
light and medical attendance. Special
rates of working pay are given, as also
jncreased rate of pay on reengagement.
Rewards are given for good conduct,
as in the imperial service, but no pen-
sions. Each noncommissioned officer,
trumpeter and gunner, on reenlisting
for a further period of five years, is al-
lowed £2 to supply deficiencies in Lit.
The standard height has been reduced
to five feet eight inches. There Is also
1 corps of permanent submarine miners,
each receiving 4s. per day. Members
of the permanent fores before being
permitted to marry must have served
three. years, been of good character for
two years ahd have £10 in the savings
bank.
The first volunizer force was enrolled
in Sydney in 1854 and consisted cf one
battery of artillery, one troop of cav-
alry, and slx companies of infantry,
numbering between 300 and 400, but
practically ceased to exist in 1856. In
1860 a second volunteer force was en-
rolled, comsisting in the first instance
of two batteries of artillery in Sydney
and one battery in Newcastle; one troop
of mounted rifies and 14 companies of
rifles in Sydney and suburbs, and six
companies of rifles in the country dis-
tricts, numbering 1,698 of all ranks.
The mounted rifies ceased to exist in
1862, but in 1867 four batteries of artil-
lery were raised in Sydney, and the sev-
eral companies of Sydney and suburban
vifles were reorganized and formed
Into two regimenis. Toward the close
of 1867-the legislature passed an act of
#, which authorized the issue
of grants of land, as part payment, io
ail such volunteers as served continu-
susly and efficiently for a period of five
years. In 1874, however, it was d d
expedient to discontinue thess grants.
During the period of their currency the
snnusl nnmerical of the vol-
onteer force had been raised to 2,384 of
all ranks.

At the suggestion of Sir W. Jervois
and Maj. Gen. Richardson, C. B.. the
wolunteer forees were agsin reorgan-
zed in 1878.—Philadelphia Press.

Conldn’t Do & Thing.

“If & man should undertake to kiss
you by fores,” he remarked, after look-
ing at her both admiringly and thought-
fully for some ime, “what would you
do?™

“tWhat could T 307" she returned.
*T'm no Hercules,”
Asnd 1 s on recerd thas she didn't do

.

* thing~Chicags Post, ¢
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