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'YUKON GOLD FIELDS.

'emts Which Led Up to the Pras-
: ent Boom.

¢ NMomte (o Klandrhkelinrdahips

tea De Enconniervd—Sarprising

Figares as ie Distances—
Cost of Liviag.

The cxcitement cavsed Ly the dis-
veries of gold in large quantitiesalong
e Klondyke river and the waters tril-
tary to it, near the Alaskan boundary,
£ s aroused a spirit of wealth-bunting
awkich will vot be allayed for many a
y. Deter tion to b pos-
ssed of the riches of the cold and
ary Yukon basin bas impelled thou-
snds to go forth, in many instances
ith very imperfect preparstion, to se-
the yellow metul, which, it is

thusiaem for wealih to the rich loeali-
ties aimost within the arctic cirele will
find themselves poorly equipped 1o cope
with the chilliness of below-rero
temperature. HMow many may suecumb
to the hardships they musl necessarily
undergo in their leap after gold! And
this applies 10 any roule that may be
telecied by the adventurous spirits who
are rushing in quest of fortune, There
Is eaid to be a great diference between
tbe climate of the const and that of the
leterior of this Japd of gold. In winter
there is extreme cold. while in the
short summer the heat is intense. One
of the prospectors, writing recently
from Dawson City, has toid the world
that the dreaded mosquito finds a bome
there, and that bhe is “our worst
eoemy.”

The landing place by the Yukon river
rcute is St. Michael’s, about 60 miles
from the mouth of the Yukon. From
this point, before the gold fields are

imown, this region so lurgely Is
p gold fever has taken such a hold
g the Pacifie coast that breathless
e to reach this new land of promise

dominated all considerations of pru-
5 and even of safety. The tales

a

il by miners#eturned from the Kion-
ke fittingly rival the stories of Cali-
a's goldeo period. -
P As far back as 1560 a deposit of gold
'%‘Min the bpgin of the Yukon by
'@ prospector named George Holt. Has
: D reported the finding of ecoarse
el e ntlzn{‘ the Hmul;‘uqnﬂ river,
w € o near
o 1573, Solfbwred by, 1 finda tn
vicinity of Juneau in 1880, that drew
ention to the possibilities of the
wiy-agguired; ferritory of Alasks as
+ ol uecing country., The great
ibundanee of gold was first made known
Joseph J » who proay d in
region around the city bearing his
e, ln 1585 mining prospectors be-
‘to seatter themsclves along the
Yelly and Hootalingua, and in
¢ year following much mention waa
‘mads of the Stewart viver as a lield for
Abe enterprising gold huuier. Rich
; es were made in 1592 by p

i3 rospec-

slong Miller creek, a tributary of
“Bixty Mile creek. The progress made in
: Suding’ gold aiong the Alaskan and
“Ficitish Columbian rivers, although giv-
ing high promise of future discoveries

Eoid, was not followed by anything

el ereaied a widespread adventur-
spirit among people who were out-
ile the mining region.

_The Elondyke and its aplly named
rolden tributarics, the Bo and ths
EMdorado, have again turned the heads
f Americans and Canodians, starting
“gthem in pursuit of the metal which has
been described as “bright and yellow,
bard sod cold, heavy to get, and lighy
s hold.”
., The reporis from this Jocality of
riches would indicate that the gold
] have com 2d (bemselves in
‘guch an unexampicd manner io times
BF great excitement as io somewhat
evolutionize the traditions of gold-
ine prospectivg. Eystematically and
xrly. did they go about iheir work,
‘when the harveat was reached each
: appears to have rested content with
¢ measure of his luck.

Encouraged by their tales of succesa,
‘fhousands of others arc crowding the
ning steamers in the hope that sim-
good fortune may be awsiting
m. Sodazzling appears the
t distance and hardships are insaffl-
ly micasured, and the long wintry
jan day which will bave dawned
ibe fortune seekers before they
Akeir intended destination has, it

LANDING AT THE ELONDYEE DIGGINGS.
(From :

reached, it is ry to plow the
waters of this great river for a distanee
of 1,890 miles, leaving behind the terri-
tory of the United States as the des-
tination is veared. To reach Dawson
City, states a recent writer, “one must

traverse lcy plalps, elinb ateep, snow-
clad mountaics, and invade treacherous
rivers.”

In the shorter route, by way of
Juneau, on the southeustern part of the
Alaskan territory, dificulties are also
encountered. When the Pacific inlets
and siraiis have been left behind and
thre vessel enters the harbor of Junean
a divessified method of travel lies before
the gold hunter. It takes 80 days lo
reach here from Seuttle. Then Dyea,
at the extremity of the Lyon eanal, is
made. This town veached, the great
passes of the Chilkoot, Chilkat, and
Moore, with their frequent enowstorms,
next invite the werry traveler to con-
tinue his journey. This is not a pathof
roses he is about to iread.

To save themselves when caught in
the terrible stoirms which overtake
wanderers in these passes above the
Lynn canal, men have been known to
crawl under some overbanging rock
and remain thers without food untii
the danger was past. The storms some-
times last for reveral days. From
Junean to Dyea is 100 miles. Crossing
the Alaskan linc one goes 1o Lake Lin-
derman, 30 miles, on foot. Then across
the lake for albout five miles, after
which an overland journey to the head
waters of Lake Bennett, 28 miles long;
on foot agrin to the Cariboo river; four
miles to Tagich lake, from whence 21
miles may be traveled on boat. Con-
tinving through = mountsinous coun-
try, Mud lake is reached; thepce to
White Horse rapids, and on to Lake La
Barge, where 31 miles of navigable wa-
ter Is found. After a further journey
of 200 miles along the Lewis river the
the Yukon is reached at Fort Selkirk.

From Juneau to Dawson is a dis-
tance of 650 miles. The following ad-
vice has been offered to parties intend-
Ing to take this route to the gold
creeks: *“No one should veoture with-
out elghi months® provisions, and these
sbould be bought at Juneau. Hesbould
have 400 pounds of flour, 100 pounds
of beaps, 100 pounds of bacon, 100
pounds of sugar, 10 pounds of tea, 30
pounds of coffes, 130 pounds of mixed
fruit, besides salt, pepper, and eooking
otensils. * All these can be bought for
the sum of $80. To convey them to the
head walers of Lake Linderman would
ecost $15 per hupdred.” A mooth of
perilous travel is ahead of the prospec-
tor.

jo be feired, been little Laken into
eration. Few seiting out from

-
A WINTER BCENE IN CIRCLE CITE.

Hes into the Yukon
Bo

The Ellorado is the richesi mine of
themn all. 1t has 39 clnims, said o be
worth §300,000 cach. The total wealth
of the Eldoradu, Bouaoza, Buer and Uold
Dlottom mipnes is estimated at $60,000,-
G00. Lots are selling at Dawson’ City,
at the mouth of the Klondy ke, for $8,000
and upward. Acroea the boundary in
Alzska there are many mines in opera-
tion, and 1he entire region northwest to
Forty-Mile creek contains a great deal
of the yellow metal

The woges pnid to miners in the Klon-
dyke district are $15 a day. Workers in
the sawmill of Joseph Ladue, wha
claims to own the entire Dawson City
site, are paid ten dollars a day.

Prices in the latter place are fairly
representative of the nmounts charged
for provisions and articles of wear, and
the following list will give interesting
information on this subject. Theas
were the ruling prices when the miners
left Dawson Cily to return with thelr
immense wealth sud entrance theie
neighbors with the recital of the story
of their success:

Flour,
Movae

m, per Ib...

Caribou meat, per 1b

higher up than Fort Cudahy, near Fort
Iteliance, and it is, therefore, within
Canadian territory for the whole of its
course.

The Dominion government bas sn-
nounced that it will publish a summary
cf soms further reporta which havs
been received at the interior depart-
ment from Mr. Ogilvie, In these re-
ports Mr. Ogilvie spenksat length of the
great difficulties and dangers which
have to be encountered by explorers in
that land. The lack of a mail servics
seems to be felt almoat as great an in-
convenience as the want of a claima
registration bureau, with & court for
the collection of debis.

A TALE OF BAD LUCK.

tien. Cerre Gorie Willians' Experi-
ence ia Pike Fishing.
Several of us were at Eanawba Falla
enjoying the black bass fishing, which
ul that time waus very good. In the
perty, or rather he came after we had
arrived, was old Cerro Gordo Williams,
of Kentucky. There was an angler to
lease the shade of old Izank Walton

3eans, per lb.
thee, pe':‘e Ib,

Co0, per -
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NOVELS eveerscsessssvsnssnsnssnsancsssn

glcl{'alt. per gull

dl 4

ralls sen
g;ﬁerwur. PEE BULL-esesereemssendlh 1O

Bhoes
Rubber DOOLS . ..ccvsssassssesss=a.blll 1O L]
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himself. The general was not one of
the kind who makes an oceasional trip
in the summer time. He was at it
at all seasons of the year, bad been to
Maine, Canada, Florida and the lakes
in the northwest, to say nothing of
his experience in ocean fishing. One
day at the falls his luck had been bad,
and after fishing over at the old mill
for three or four hours without even
a bite, he came to the hotel and joined
the group on the porch. Aftera little
bantering, he said:

“Well, I never get disappointed when
the fish won't bite. I is unphilosoph-
jcal and unsportsmanlike. 1 was in
Kentucky one spring, or rather one

It is now too late to reach the Klon-
dyke district this year; and as mining
is possible only during the months of
May, June and July gold-seekers are
advised by experts to delay the start
for the fields until April 153 of next
year. The following summary of the
cost of the trip, from Chicago, and the
length of time it will require to get
there ia reazonably authentic:
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| little, measly perch was the net resnlt

as it was in June, and wond
came to me that there was some fine
pikefishing in the Killikinnick, 2 stream
that enters the Ohio about 100 miles
above Cincinnati. Now there is no bet-
ter fishing than pike fishing, They'rs
game and big, and that stream was
at one time filled with this noble fish.
Three or four of us packed uvp and
drove over on Sunday, and fixed every-
thing ready for g full week's sport. On
Monday we tried one or two of the
pools, but without a bit of luck. We
didn't complain. On Tuesday we took
another shy after going down the
stream five or six miles. But a few

of that day's work. Then we went up
stream a few miles, far enough to tire
us out pretty thoroughly, when we got
home that night, without a single thing
to show except a lot of sunburned faces,
for the weather was growing hotter
and hotter, and our accommodations

were nonc of the best. We thought we |
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S8 wicssnsenasseovisssannaa
The dominion government at Otia-
wa, Onot,, is now considering means to
rve to Canadians the lion’s share
of the profits which will fiow from the
northern Eldorade, bat it is highly
improbable ihat there is any founda-
tion for the report that the exclusion
of all but British subjects is under con-
templation. What the govermment
probably will do is to impose.a royalty
on all ore taken from the soil.

1t is assumed that ihere does not ex-
st the slightest doubt as to the Klon-
dyke region being well within Canadian
territory. Although it is only witkin
the last few months that the Yukon dis-
trict has sprung Into notoriety, the

been there for many years. In 1887 an
cxpedition was sent by the interfor de-
partment o explore that part of the
northwest territories drained by the
Yukon river. $he expedition was un-
der the charge of Dr. George M. Daw-
son, now director of the Dominion
Geol , and of Mr. William
Ogilvie, who had had previows experi-
ence in exploring and surveying the
northwest. Thelr chief task was to
markout theone bundred and forty-first
meridian of loogitnde, which is desip-
nated by treaty ss the boundary lna
between the United Gtates and Canada
from Moumt Bt. Eliag to the Aretic
ocenn. Mr. Ogilvie determined, by a
scries of lonar observations, the point
nt which the Yukon river is intersected
by the ons hondred and forty-first
meridian, and marked the same om the

mines,” and in view of this fact they
made their cbservations with special
care. The United Btates govermmeat
was ipvited to make o jolnt survey, and
the Invitation has been repested since,
but up to this time there has been no
disposi uhhldwﬂ:::

The bounpdary, geoordisg to the sur
veyors, crosses Forty-Mils areak 23
miles west of the polot where it Hows
into the Yukon. Fort Cudahy, which is
i st the confiwense of Lbe Yukoe
r . creek, is, therefore, eon-
2l within the Canadian side of

DOG BLEDGE GOING TO THE KLONDYEE.
(From a Photograph.)

Conadian government surveyors have |jnq,

had been misinformed, but we stayed
on only to find that Thursday’s and
Friday's experiences were to be but a
repelition of those we had had during

T0 A "BROWN CRISP,”

Blov Scroggins and Three Gentle-
maa from Tucker's Mil'.

The Dig Beeting ni Old Sweet Water—
same “Fervent and Magasilens™
Love Lettora~The “Gay and
torgeeans Widder.”

Last Friday, Saturday and Bunday
they had the reglar three days’ mestin
down at old Sweet
Waier chureb, with
three or four ser-
monts a day and din-
ner oo the grounds.
The general cropa
hadbeen laid by,fod-
k. der want ripe, the
weather was sweltry
hot, and it was a
very good time of
year for s man sbout
my size and shape 49 take a few days
off and do nothin at all for certain. So
consequentinlly I lit out by times Sat-
urday morunin and went down there to
mix and mingle with them good people
and hear the Gospel “dispensed with,”
23 old Mises Standenmire use to put it.

There Wos Swallewin In It

The first and mainest preacher on the
grounds was the lieverent Luther Ran-
dle, and it was plum surprisin to me
the way he could quote the Scriptures
and hand down the word. You must
recollect that 1| was right there in per-
son at old Sweet Water church on the
very day and hour when Luther Randle
got his papers of entitiement to preach
the livin truth accordin to the faith
and orders cof the Gld School Baptists.

They had what 1 reckon you mought
call a commitiee to put the questions
and then report back if the candidate
was worthy aod well qualified and fit-
ten for the nomination. And il my
recoliection ain't dead wrong old Dea-
coz Asheraft led off with the questions,
and amongst other things he wanted
to kiww of Luther il he believed what
the Bible said about Daniel poin down
into the lion’s den and comin out sound
and well and without a scratch.

“To be certainly of course, brethren,
1 do believe 1hat,” says Luther. *I be-
lieve it most in generally because the
Bible says it waa so, though I raley
don’t see how | gomld worry it down
if 1 had found it in any other book."

Then they wanted to know of Luther
if he believed the Scriptures in regards
to them three fellows with such hard
and curious bames, which went
through the flery furnace when it was
heated seven times hotter than any use
for. And Luther he belicved it because
he bad read it in the Bible.

Next then they wanted to know his
hornest opinions touchin Jonsh and the
whale—Did be believe all the Good
Book said about that?

*Yes, brethren,” says Luther, *I be-
lieve that Jonah swallowed the whale.”

Some members of the committee saw
where Luther hnd slipped a cog and put
the question to him oocst more as if in
the hopes that he would see the break
and mend it himself. But still Luther
maintained that he was plum satisfled
from what the Beriptures said that
Jonah did raley swallow the whale.

“You mean to say, Brother Randle,
that you believe the whale swallowed
Jooah, for that is what the Scripture
says about it,” put in Deacon Asheraft.

*“0f course, brethren, I believe any-
thing the Bible says about Jorah and
the whale,” Luther went cn. *“I jest
only knowed there was swallowin some-
wheres in it.”

Now after that about all I recollect
for certain ia that the committes found
Luther 'Randle firm in the faith and

the other days.

% ‘Pretty tough luck, boys,’ said I to
them on Saturday morning, “but we'll |
try the thing once more, and if we have |
no luck to-day we will go home to-mor-
row and say nothing.'

“Saturday morning we went fo one of
the best Loles in the creek. We were |
there bright and early, and we ﬁ:.hed.}
and fished and fished. 1 don’t believe
there was a pike within 10,000,000 miles
of the creek, judging by our luck.!
Along toward midday there ambled
down to the hole one of the typical
eastern Eentuckinns—long, gaunt, sal-
Jow and shiftless. He mosied down
through the sand bar without a word
until he had taken in the situation.

“‘How d'ye,’ he said.

“‘Any pike in this blasted creek? [
uired.

“‘] dunno. Thar's some here sum-
times an’ 2'gin there ain't. Do you uns
mind if I take one uv theae bait? asked
Ye, as he pointed at a lot of dead shiners
rotting in the sun.

*'No. Help yourself," I sald.

“Then he unlimbered his tackls. He
had a hickory sapling with an old trot
line wound around snd around, and
‘pon my word, be bad a hook on tha
end that a country blacksmith had
made for him out of a piece of old
scrap steel. It was about three or four
inches long and proportionately thick.
On this he stuck an old shiver that
must bave smelt, as it had been in
the sun long encugh. Then he made
his cast, and the old pole snd line
thro air with a swish.
dida’t sit down, for he dida’t

1t's Gospel truth that in
than ten minutes that old native
pike 1 ever saw

3K

“Too
*“Oh, no. He has been appointed the
receiver."—Brookiyn Life

-t is mmny men
bave been oa
swindlo—W

theboundary. The keriver Hows
m.n..._m Yukoa from (he vaaly 0 Wiles

sound in the doctrine. And from that
day henceforwards he has stood forth
as a mighty power for good in this
naughty old world here below.

The Reverent Luther Randle is a full
bhalf brother—by consanguinity or
otherwise—to Billy Randle—which you
recollect Billy is the youngster who
told the preacher down at Eb er last
summer that he wonld ruther not be
borned again for fears he mought be a
gal the next time.

“The Old Hen Was On."

But when I got down there to the
Sweet Water eetin SBaturday mornin
who else do you reckon I found—both
right in on the grouml floor and havin
some “felonious flush times,” to hear
them tell it? Nobody but Blev Serog-
gios and Andy Lucas. With me it want
in the least ways surprisin to catch
Andy Lucas dowa there, since the news
bad went out broadeast that there
would be three sermonis a deay and
dinner oo the grounds. Wheresomever
you find a few good people gaihered?
together to hear the Word, with din-
ner on the grounds, you are more than
apt to find Andy Lucas as one in their
midst, if cot the lead dog of the pack.

Dut as to Blev Scroggina, ihat woald
be the last place in the created world
for him if it want for the fact that
the bummn race was Borned and bred
unto sin and sufferin and devilmemi
from before the foundstions. And =0
whien I firmt driv at old Sweet Water
church that day and found both Blev
and Apdy there T knowed {remendius
well that the old hen was on. Nexi
to that I naturally wanted to find ont
if T conld what she waa settin oo, and
when she 1 d hateh and come off.

“I have writ three letters, Rufe—
three of the gonebyest most fervent and
magnolious love letters you ever heard
tell of,” says Bley to me when we had
ambled off down to the spring to find
out if that water would bear a little
mixin. 3

“It you recollect, Rufe, when I was
s capdidaie for high sbheriff the secnnt
and last time the delegates from down
here in Tueker’s Mill Beat—which lieth
over agin Sweet Weter church, you un-
derstapd—went back on me. even after

the old cat had bumehed her feet to |

jump my way. Well, the three mainest
men in that fight, which epcked my
gooss o & brown erisp, an & wiye. was

“Now, some time last year, as you
will remember, Rod Mayfield—which
in the main time he kad married Dolly
Halloway—tock sick and died all of a
suddent like. And right now the all-
overest most handsomest young wom-
an in a'l this strip of country is 1he
Widder Dolly Mayfield. Tasin't no use
in talkin, Rufe—when she puis on her
Sunday riggins and fancy Exments she
is jest simply pleperfectly and supinely
beautiful to behold.

*“In these long, hol summer days it
has likewise also to pass that
Buck Collins, Babe erson and old
Squire Leatherwood have all three fell
heels over appetite in love with Dolly,
the widder, and—well—my time his
come. You needn’t to feel any earth-
ly doubts about that, Rufe. This is
my time of year to win out even, and,

three gentiemen from Tucker's Mill
will be a most bellatious plenty. Old
Bguire Leatherweod has burisd two
wives and raised nine children, but
from what they tell me he is worse gone
on Dolly Mayfield than Buck Collins
or Babe Peterson, and they have got it
mighty bad. The way a town bog loves
slops is nothin, Rufe, to the way them
three pative-born idiots love the ground
which Dolly Mayfield walks vpon—and
—well, dadblame ’em, my time has
come."

The Three Love Letiers.

In the next place Blev then showed
me the three love letters which he had
writ—all in a little, scrawny, crumpled-
up female heodwritin. The one to
Squire Leatherwood went like this:

My Duckydaddie Dear—Buck Collins
and Babe Peterson have both been
lallygaggin around here two or three
days, tryin their loveliest to get my
company to meetin Sunday night. But
they are so young and fresh, and salt
is skeerce st my house, If yom will
be so kind, condescendin and obligin
as to meet me down at the Bpring
branch crossin late Sunday evenin I
will po with you. Come at first dusk
sharp.

Yours fervently,
DOLLY MAYFIELD.

P. B.—Remember what the book says

about the still pig axd the milk.
DOLLY.

The letter to Buck Collins run along
as follows below: -

Dear Buck: Old Squire Leatherwood
ard Babe Peterson have all bui pes-
teted the life outen me for the last
three days. Both of them want to go
with me to church Sunday night—
which of course you know full well
who I would ruther go with than any
mortal man im the round discovered
world. Meet me down at the epring
branch erossin Sunday evenin at first
dusk sharp, and I will let you go with
me.

Yours serenely,
DOLLY MAYFIELD.
P !.—”g.oael ;ed, vhl-!;btue. 7
ugar is sweet, and so are m-"

The one io Babe Peterson wus o tear
starter and a heart smasher:

My Ownlyiest Own: You don'tknow
how bad your Dolly wants to see her
Baby. Bueck Collins and old SqnerJ
Leatherwood between the two have
been such a botherment to me this,
week till life ain't scarcely worth the
livin. Buck wants me to po to meet-
in with him Sunday night, and the old
squire wants me to give him the plens-
ure of my companys Butl want to go
with you. And if I can’t go with you
I can go by my lone and lonely self.
Meet me down at the spring brunch
crossin Sunday evenin at first dusk
sharp. Don't fail, and don’t forget.

Your sweetheart,
DOLLY.

“When the Widder Heaves in Sight.”

“The mseil to Tucker's Mill goes by
here this evenin, Rufe,” Blev went on,
“and all three of the letters will go
through to their proper places to-
night, or in time for the old squire and
Buck and Babe to put on their Sunday
best and meet the widder at the spring
branch crossin to-morrow evenin at
first dusk sharp.

“How do I keow that Dolly will be
there? By the 12 episties she has prom-
ised to meet me there and let me have
the superh felocity of her company to
church and back home. You will please
keep in mind that I haveset up the pegs
snd fixed the triggers, Rufe, and if
1 don't win out even with the three gen-

the Scroggins family. I will be there,
but not at first dusk sharp. I will pur-
posely heng fire somewheres around in
that neighborhood till the widder
heaves in sight. And then, when the
old squire and Buck and BEabe meet
and mix and ie up together in the
open field of me ond the wid-
der we will cross below the crossin
snd let the hest man whip the fight.
“You can bet your ¢hin whiskers and
your Bundsy pacts on one thing, Rufe.
When old Squire Leatherwood
Buek Colling snd Babe Feterson all

{
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by gatlins, what I am savin up for the |-

and | for his life in actual comflict.

}: A proje

and magnolius” love letter, tellin me te
meet her there and we wonld go to
church together. And in regardatothe
little weszment between Blev Serog-
gins apd the three gemtlemen from
Tucker's Mill—1 dido’t bave a blame
thing to do with that. From what [
have saw with my own naked eyesight
I couldn’t say for certain that anybedy
went down to the branch cross-
in Sunday evenin.. But if you take and
add up two and two together, you are
more than probable to git four for the
answer. And from all the signs and

ouiside appearments 1 bave no earthly
doubta but what the widder, Dolly

Bquire Leatherwood, and Buek Collins,
and Babe Peterson all went down to
the crossin, and got there about first
dusk sharp.

They had sung one old familioua
bym, and the preacher had took his
text when Blev and Daolly Mayfleld
come &washin through the side door
arm in arm, and took their seats right
up nest {0 the amen corner. Dolly was
all over in a flutter, and lookin as pale
as a whitewashed horse rack on a2 moon-
light night. Blev wore his best Sun-
day clothes, » white neck tie, and =
smile as big as a crib door. When hs
locked around and saw me his left eye
went shet slow and cautious like, and
be puckered his mouth to give a low,
soft whistle—come to his senses—
caught his breath, and then looked at
the preacher as meek and lowly and
contrite and humble as & white kitien
with the sore eyes.

Fifteen or 20 minutes had wors
off when one of Squire Leatherwood’s
boys come in, said something to old
Dr. Travis, and they went out togethber.

Blev looked at me, closed his left eye
and helt up one finger as much as to
say:

:tl'lmt's one.™ ;

Presently somebody come to a win-
dow and sent word to old Mizes Peter-
son—which you will recolleet Babe is
her onlyest boy. The old lady canght
.her breath rale quick and scrambled
out the door.

Blev Scroggina shet his left eye oncst
more and helt up two fingers—which
said to me as plain as United States
language could speak it: i -

*“That's two.”™

The next minute two of the Collins
boys, both full brothera to Buck, litout
through a window, and went off in a
lope towards the spring branch crossin,

Blev shet the same eye and helt up
three fingers—which seem to say to
me:

“That's three, dadblame ‘em, and
Rocky creek sends her doublebressted
compliments to Tucker’s Mill."

Blev Seroggins maintnins till yet that
the world ain't sguare, and that three
of & kind will beat two pair.

The gay and gorgeous widder, Dolly
Mayfield, is stiil healthy and happy, still
single and still “supinely beautiful to
behold.”

Buck Collins has got one missin eye,
whilst Babe Peterson bas shedded seven
of hiz front teeth, and old Squire
Leatherwocd has got one arm in a sling
—which all put together ia o goodnesy
Fgracious plenty to make them rememe
ber the time when they all three went
to mecet Dolly Mayfield down at the
spring branch crossin on Sunday even-
in at tirst dusk sharp in durin the three
days' meetin at old Bweet Water charch,

RUFUS SANDERS.

T NEW ARMY TARGETS

Ofd Dull’s-Eyes te Give Way to Fige
ares of Men,

When the tralned marksmen of the
Transvaal routed the regular troops of
Great Britain st Majuba Hill by shoot~
ing with such marvelous skill as to
rick off the redcoats like so many deer
on a hill, says the New York
Herald, a great outery was heard im
British army circles against the folly
of teaching a soldier to shoot by plao-
ing Limself opposite a target and telling
him to place a bullet as ncar fo the
bull's-eye as possible. -

The United States army officers have
just come to the same conclusion as
did the British after the disaster of
Majuba Hill. As a consegquence of this
awakening, there will shortly be is-

various rifie ranges, that will revolu-
tionize the old system of training sol-

the bull’s-eye in the center of o square
target the object to be aimed at will
be a black mark representing, as near-
ly as possible, the figure of & man as jt
appears when he lies prone on the
ground, rifle presepted, in the act of
taking ajim.
A second target will show the

of 4 man taking aim while in a kneeling
posilion. The figure Is mounted on a
square background of white, and is
carefully drawn to measurements so
gs o present & mark as nearly as pos-
sible like that at which the soldier
would have to shoot were he figh -

ure will be used as a target at medinm
diztances, from 500 to G00 yards.

tbe effect produced by his skill in firing.
_Every shot that hits the figure would
kill or maim were the target a living

The largest target of all, and the one,
therefore, that will be used at extreme
renge, is intended to represent the fig-
ure of & mounted man. This is more
particularly designed for carbine prac-
tice by carslrymen. The troopers will
be taught to shoot wt the target from
horseback a» well' as dismounted, and,
as in the case of the standing man tar-
get, will be instrucied to aim at the
center of the mass, the idea being that
killing the borse of & : does
‘0o less damage to the fighting effective-

gets based on the same ystem ss thad
deseribed

. &

Mayfield, and Blev Scroggins, and also :

sutd & set of targets to be used at the

diers to become marksmen. Instead of -

introduciag moving tar-




