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RELIGION EXAILTED,

Dr. Talmage Draws a Sermon from
the Words of Job.

understand why they Had about you
and tried to drive you hither and
thither. It was to put you in the
glorious company of such men as Ig-
natius, who, when he went out 0 be
destroyed by the lions, said: “I am
the wheat, and the teeth of the wild
bensts must first grind me before I
can b pure bread for Jesus

D on the Latt
of Religion and the Heautifal
Crystal—=Pawer of the
Gospel.
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The charm of an exalted religion is
by Dr. Talmage in this discourse il-
lustrated and commended; text, Job,
28:17: *“The crystal cannot equal it.”

Many of the precious stones of the
Bible have come to prompt recoguition.
But for the present I take up the less
valuable crystal, Job, in my text,
compares saving wisdom with a speci-
mea of topaz. An infidel chemist or
mineralogist wounld pronounce the lat-
ter worth more than the former, but
Job makes an intelligent comparison,
looks at religion and then looks at
the erystal and pronounces the former
a5 of far superor value to the latter,
exc.aiming, in the words of my text:
“The erystal eannot equal it.”

Now, it is not a part of my sermonic
design to depreciate the crystal,
whether it be found in Cornish mine
or Harz mountain or Mammoth cave
or tinkling among the pendants of the
cHandeliers of a palace. The erystal
is the star of the mountain; it is the
queen of the cave; it is the eardrop of
the hills; it finds its heaven in the dia-
mond. Among sll the pages of na-
tural history there is no page more in-
teresting to me than the page crystal-
lographic. But I want io show you
that Job was right when, taking re-
ligion in one hand and the erystal in
the other, he declared that the former
is of far more value and beauty than
the latter, recommending it to all the
people apd toallages, declaring: “The
crystal cannot equalit.”

In the first place, I remark that re-
ligion is superior to the erystal in ex-
actness, That shapeless mass of crys-
tal against which you accidentally
dashed your foot is laid out with more
exactness than any earthly city.
There are six styles of crystallization
and ail of them divinely ordaimed.
Every crystal has mathematical pre-
cision. God’s pgeometry reaches
through it, and it is a square, or it is
& rectangle, or its a Thombold, or in
some way it hasa mathematieal figure.
Now, religion beats that In the simple
fact that spiritual sccurascy js more
beautiful -than material s<curacy.
God’s atiributes are exact, God’s law
exact, God's decrees exact, God's man-
agement of the world exact. Never
ecounting wrong though he counts the
grase blades and the stars and the
sands and the cycles. His Providence
never dealing with us perpendicular-
ly when those providences ought to be
oblique,. nor laterly when they onght
to be vertical, Everything in our life
arrapged withont any possibility of
mistake. Each life a six-headed prism,
Born at the right time; dying at the
right time. Thereare no “happen s0's"
in our theology. If I thought this was
& slipshod universe, I would be in de-
sapair, God is not an anarchist. Law,
order, eymmetry, precision, s perfect
equare, a perfect rectangle, & perfect
rhombold, a perfect circle. The edge
of God’s robe never frays out. There
are no loose screws in the world’s ma-
chinery, It did not just happen that
Napoleon was attacked with indiges-
tion at Borodino so that he became in-
competent for the day. It did not just
happen that John Thomas, the mission-
ary, on a heathen island, waiting for
an outfit and orders for another mis-
sionary tour, received that outfit and
thosge orders in & box that floated
ashore, while the ship and the crew
that carried the box were never heard
of. I believe in a particular provi-
dence. 1 believe God’s geometry may
be seen in all our life more beautifully
than in crystallography. Job was
right. “The crystal cannot equal it.”

Again I remark that religion is supe-
rior to the crystal in transparency.
We know not when or by whom glass
was first discovered. Beads of it have
been found in the tomb of Alexander
Geverus. Vases of it are brought up
from the ruins of Herculaneum. There
were female adornments made out of
it 3,000 years ago—those adoroments
found now attached to the mummies
of Egypt. A great many commen-
tators believe that my text means
glass. What would we do without the
erystal? The erystal in the window to
keep out the storm and let in the day:
the crystal over the watch, defending
its delicate machirery yet allowing us
to see the hour; the crystal of the tel-
escope, by which the astronomer
brings distant worlds so near he can in-
spect them. Oh, the triumphs of the
erystals in the celebrated windows of
Rouen and Salisbury! But there is
nothing so transparent in a crystal as
in our holy religion. It is a trans-
parent region. You put it to your eye
and you see man—hig sin, his soul,
his destiny. You look at God and you
see something of the grandeur of His
character. It iz m transparent reli-
Infidels tell us it is opaque. Do
you kmow why they tell us it is opaque ?
It is becapse they are blind. *“The
natural man receiveth not the things of
God, because they are spiritually dis-
concerned.” There is no trouble with
the erystal. The trouble is with the
eyes which try to look through it.
We pray for vision. Lord, that our
eyes wight be openedl When the eye
salve sures ovr blindness, then we find
that religion is transparent. y

The providence that seemed dark
before becomes pelluciéi. Now you
find God is not trying to put you
down. Now you understand why you
lost that child and why you lost your
property. 1t was to prepare you for
eternal treasures. And why sickness
eame, Tt being the precursor of im-
sortal juvenescence. And pow Jyou

Christ.” Or the company of such men
a8 “that ancient Christian martyr™
who, when standing in the midst of
the amphitheater waiting for the

lions to come out of their cave and

destroy him and the people in the
galleries jeering and shouting: “The
lions!” replied: “Let them come on!™
and then, stooping down toward the
cave where the wild beasts were roar-
ing to get out, again cried: *“Let
them come on!"” Ah, yes, it is perse-
eution tosput you in glorious com-
pany, and while there are many
things that you will have to postpone
to the future world for explanation,
I tell you that it is the whole tend-
ency of your religion to unravel and
explain and interpret and illumine
and irradiate. Job was right. It is
a glorious transparency. “The crys-
tal cannot equal it.”

I remark again that religion sur-
passes the crystal in its beauty. The
Iump of erystal is put under the mag-
nifying glass of the crystallograph-
er and he sees in it indeseribable ex-
fquisiteness—snowdrift and splinters
of hoar frost and eorals and wreaths
and stars and crowns and constella-
tions of conspicuous beauty. The fact
iz that crystel is so beautiful that I
ecan think of but one thing in all the
universe that is as beautiful, and
that is the religion of the Bible. No
wonder this Bible represents that re-
ligion as the daybreak, as the apple
blossoms, as the glitter of o king's
banquet. It is the joy of the whale
earth.

People talk too much about their
crosa and not enough about their
erowns. Do you know that the Bible
mentions a cross but 27 times, while
it mentions & crown 80 times? Ask
that old man what he thinks of re-
ligion. He has been a close observer.
He has been cultivating an esthetie
taste. He has’seen the sunrises of
half & century. He has been an early
riser. He has been an admirer of
cameos and corals and all kinds of
beautiful things. Ask him what he
thinks of religion, and he will tell

you: “It is the most beautiful shing
I ever saw. The crystal cannot
equal it.”

Beautiful in its symmetry. When it
presents God's character, it does not
present Him ac having love like a great
protuberance on ome side of His na-
ture, but makes that love in harmony
with His justice—a love that will ae-
cept all those who come to Him, and a
justice that will by no means clear
the guilty. Beautiful religion in the
sentiment it implants! Benutiful re-
ligion in the hope it kindles! Beautful
religion in the fact that it proposes to
garland and enthrone and emparadise
an immortal spirit. Solomon says it
is a lily. Paul saysitisacrown. The
Apocalypse says it is a fountain kissed
‘by the sun. Ezekielsaysitisa foliaged
cedar. Christ says it is a bridegreom
come to fetch home a bride. While
Job in the text takes up a whole vase
of precious stones—the topaz and the
sapphire and the chrysoprasus—he
holds out of this beautiful vase just one
crystal and holds it up until it gleams
in the warm light of the eastern sky,
and he exclaims: “The crystal cannot
equal it.”

Oh, it is not a stale religion; it isnot
a stupid religion; it is not a toothless
hag, as some seem to have represented
it; it is not a Meg Merrilies with shriv-
eled arm come to seare the world; it
is the fairest daughter of God, heiress
of all His wealth; her cheek the morn-
ing sky, her voice the music of the
south wind, her step the dance of the
gea. Come and woo her. The Spirit
and the Bride say come, and whosoever
will, Iet him coms. Do you agree with
Solcmon and say it is a lily? Then
pluck it and wear it over your heart,
Do you agree with Panl and say it is
a crown? Then let this hour be your
coronation. Do you agree with the
Apcealypse and say it is a springing
fountain? Then come and slake the
thirst of your soul. Do yau believe
with Ezekiel and say it is a foliaged
cedar? Then come under its shadow,
Do you believe with Christ and say it
it a bridegroom coms to feteh home a
bride? Then strike hands with your

i Lord and King while I pronounce you

everlastingly one. Orif you think with
Job that it is a jewel, then put it on
your hand like a ring, on your neck
like & bead, on your forehead like a
star, while looking into the mirror of
God’s word you acknowledge: “The
crystal cannot equal it.”

Again, religion is superior to the
crystal in its transformations. The
diamond is only a erystallization. Car-
bonate of lime rises till it becomes cal-
cite or aragonite, Red oxide of copper
erystallizes into cubes and octahed-
rons. Those erystals which adorn our
persons and our homes and our mu-
geums have only been resurrected from
forms that were far from lustrcs,
Beientists for ages have been examin.
ing these wonderful transformations.
But I tell youin the Gospel of the Son
of God thereis a more wonderful trans-
formation. Over souls by reason of
sin black as coal and hard as iron
God, by His comforting grace, stoops
and says: “They shall be mice in the
day when I make up my jewels.”

“What!"™ say you.
Jewelry?" If He wanted it, He could
make the stars of the heaven His
belt and have the evening cloud for
the sandals of His feet, but He does
not want that adornment. He will
not have that jewelry. When God
wants jewelry He comes down and
digs it out of the depthas and dark-
ness of sin. These souls are all exrys-
tallizations of mercy. He puts them
on, and He wears them in the pres-

ence of the whole nniverse. He wears'

them on the hand that was mnailed,
over the Seart that was pierced, ox

“Will God wear

|the wewaples that were stung. “They
shall be mine,” gaith the Lord, “in
(the day when I make up my jewels.”
éWmnit’:rful transformation! Where
'sin abounded grace cshall much more
'abound: The carbon becomes the sol-
ftaire. “The crystal cannot equal it.”

Now, I have no liking for those peo-
ple who mre always enlarging in
Christian meetings about their early
dissipation. Do not go into the par-
ticulars, my brother. Simply =say
you were sick, but make no display
of your ulcers. The chief stock in
trade of some ministers and Chris-
tian workers seems to be their early
erimes and dissipations, The nuru-
ber of pockets you picked and the
number of chickens you stole make
very poor prayer meeting rhetorle.
Besides that, it discourages other
Christian people who never got drunk
or stole anything. But it is pleasant
to know that those who were far-
thest down have been brought high-
est up. Out of infernal serfdom into
eternal liberty. Out of darkmess into
light. From coal to the solitaire.
“The eryatal eannot equal it.”

But, my friends, the chief trams-
forming power of the Gospel will not
be seen in this world, and not until
Heaven breaks upon the soul. When
that light falls upon the soul, then
you will see the crystals. What a
magnificent setting for these jewels
of eternity! I sometimes hear people
representing Heaven in a way that
is far from attractive to me. I%
seems almost a vulgar Heaven as they
represent it, with great bloiches of
color and bands of music making a
deafening racket. John represents
Heaven as exquisitely beautiful
Three erystals! In one place he says:
“Her light was like a precious stone,
clear as crystal” In another place
he says: *I saw a pure river from
under the throne, clear as erystal”
In another place he says: ‘“Before
the throne there was a sea of glass
clear us ecrystal” Three crystals!
John eays crystal atmosphere. That
means health. Balm of eternal June,
What weather after the world's east
wind! No rack of stormelouds. One
breath of that air will cure the worst
tubercle, Crystal light on all the
leaves. Crystal light shimmering on
the topaz of the temples. Crystal
light tossing in the plumes of the

equestrians of Heaven on white
horses. But *“the erystal cannot
equal it.” John says crystal river.

That means joy. Deep and ever roll-
ing. Not one drop of the Potomace
or the Hudson or the Rhine to soil
it. Not one tear of human sorrow
to embitter it. Crystal, the rain out
of which it was made. Crystal, the
bed over which it shall roll and rip-
ple. Crystal, its infinite surface. But
“the crystil cannot egual it.” Joho
says crystal sea. That means multl-
tudinously vast. Vast in rupture.
Rapture vast as the eea, deep as the
gea, strong as the sea, ever changing
aE the sea. Billows of light. Rillows
of beauty, blue with skies that were
never clouded and green with depths
that were never fathomed. Arectics
and antarctics and Mediterraneans
and Atlantics and Pacifics in crystal-
line magnificence. Three crystals!
Crystal light falling on a crystal river.
Crystal river rolling into a ecrystal
sea. But “the erystal cannot equal
it."”

“Oh,” says some one, putting his
hand over his eyes, “can it be that I
who have been in so much sin and
trouble will ever come to those crys-
tals?” Yes, it may be—it will be.
Heaven we must have, whatever we
have or have not, and we come here to
get it, “How much must I pay forit?"
you say. You will pay for it just as
much as the coal pays to become the
diamond. In other words, nothing.
The same Almighty power that makes
the crystalin the mountain will change
your heart which is harder thanstone,
for the promise is: *“I will take away
your stony heart, and I will give you
a heart of flesh.”

“(Oh,” says some one, “it is just the
|doctrine I want. God is to do every-
i thing, and I am to do nothing.” My
| brother, it is not the doetrine you
‘want. The coal makes no resistance.
It hears the resurrection volee in the
mountain and it comes to erystalliza-
{tion; but your heart resists. The
trouble with you, my brother, is tha
coal wants to stay coal.

I do not ask you to throw open the
door and let Christ in. I only ask that
| you stop bolting avd barring it, My
friepds, we will have to get rid of our
sins. I will have to get rid of my sins,
and you will have to get rid of your
! sine. What will we do with our sics
'among the three erystals? The crys-
! tal atmosphere would display our pol-
| lation. The crystal river would be be-
fouled with our touch. Tranzforma-
tion must take place now or no trana-
formation at all. Give sin full chance
in your heart apd the transformation
wiil be duwnward instead of upward.
Tnstead of crystal it will be a cinder.

In the days of Carthage, a Christian
girl was condemned todle for her faith,
iand a boat was bedaubed with tar aud
. piteh and filled with combustibles aud
'set on fire, and the Christian girl was
lplme\::l in the boat, and the wind was cff
|the shore, and the boat floated away

with its precious treasure. No one
;can doubt that boat landed at the
| shore of Heaven. Bin wantstoputyou
iin & fiery boat and shove you off in an
opposite direction—off from peace,
off from God, off from Heaven, ever-
lastingly off, and the port toward
which you would sail would be a port

greet yon would be the puns of despair,
and the flags that would wave at your
arrival, would be the black flags of
death. Oh, my brother, you maust
either Ekill sin or sin will kill you! It
is no exagperation when Isay thatany
man or woman ithat wants to be naved
may be saved. Tremendous choice! 4
thousand people are choosirg this me-
ment between salvalion and destrue-
tion, between light and darkness, be
| tween charred ruin sad glorieus erya
i tallization.

of darkness, and the guns that wonld.

How Fle Loat His Chill,

*1 see they are predicting a cold win-
fer,” waid the man with the summer suit,
“but I'm' not worrying about it. In fact,
I’'m hoping for an early winter and some-
thing below zero right al_onq. You see, I
went over to Philadelphia last June and

ot a chill and was never so cold in my
ife. 1 walked into a saloon and asked for
& hot Seotch, but after looking at me fora
minute the bertender said:

“*Hot Scotch be hanged! What you want
is four fingers of regular ald burning lava,
with two red peppers, a dash of hm;nera -
ish and a spoonful of tobasco sauce.

“He prepared it, and I drank it, and
do you know I have worn an alpaea snit
ever sinee, and had to sleep with my feet
to a chunk of ice to even get up a ecent
shiver."—Brooklyn Citizen.

FPrometion for Bravery,

Word reaches us of & small band of sol-
diers who held at bay a large number of ¥il-
ipinos for over two hours until assistance
arrived, thereby saving an important point
frem capture. For their bravery they wereall
given promotioa. To be brave it is necessary

to have strong nerves and a good digestion.
1f your stomach is weak and you suffer from
indigestion, heartburn, belchi nervous-

ness or inAomnia, you should try Hoatattar’s wi

Btomach Bitters. It will cure you.

Kot That Kind.

“These birelinga of casiit.u.l may inter-
rupt me,” growled the shaggy-haired ora-
tor, “but they can’t make me stop talking!
1f they had their way, my fellow citizena,
they would silence me with giant powder!”

“Not at all, sir,” replied one of the jeer-
ing minions of capital. *They would use
i‘;nxeub powder on you!”—Detroit Fres

Teds,

Of Tves Evila.

“All those stories the papers are printin
shout you are lies,” suid the politician's
f:l;jlld‘ “Why don’t you make them stop
1

“1 would,'” replied the politician, “but I'm
afraid they'd begin printing the truth then.”
—Philadelphia

A Beautiful Steel Engraving for 2
Centn,
UU{:; gp;{liuatiol::e:t a?ugl p:::l office in the

o ta B uti ] Vi]
in miniature, of the New. York Centrals
“Empire State Express,” the most famous
train in the world, will be furnished for two
cents.

This engraving affixed to a letter will in-
sure jts transportation to any point in the
TUnited Gtates, Canada, Porto Rico, Alaska,
the Hawaiian Islanda, Guam or the Philip-
pine Archipelago.

Awinily Refined,

“Yes, indeed. We've done ev'rything that
money could do to make our new eouniry
viller look scrumptious. It's swiolly re-
fined. Why, even th' buttercups op the
lawn are creamery butter cups.” veland
Plain Dealer.

How It Muy Be,

“Have you sort of machine to spw on
buttona? m;k..elay the bachelor in the twen-
iéie:ih ﬂclentury ‘depart‘ment 'wtrfi;e t“Ynn Y'nlll

B ¢ matrimonial agency hird aisla
to the right,” replied the foorwalker.—
Philadelphia 'Record.

You Can Get Allen's Foot-Ense FREE,
Write to-day to Allen B. Olmsied, La
Roy, N. X, for a FREE sample of en's
Foot-Ease, o powder. It cures sweating,
damp, swollen, aching feet. Makes new or
tight shoes easy. Alwaya use it to Break in
ew Bhoes. At all x'nmlu
stores; 25¢.
“Tt is better to give than to receive,” said
the street car conductor, an he sized up the
plugged nickel.—Philadelphia Record.

Bo en have reasons for doing things—
;Iml moznl:: limve excuses,—Chicago  Daily
ews.

Lots of aelfish ple never have anys
thing.—Atehison Gfge. :

One drawhack to & realism is ita wa-
realnesn.—Chicego Daily News.

ABSOLUTE -
SEGURITY.

Cenuine

Carter’s
Little Liver Pills.

Must Bear Signature of

FOR DITZIINESS.

FOR BILIDUSNESS.
FOR TORPID LIVER.
FOR CONSTIPATION.
FOR SALLOW SKIN.
FOR THE COMPLEXION

CURE 8ICK HEADACHE.

{ WHISKY snd other drug
M el

USE CERTAIN CHILL CURE.
NEVER FALLB! Frioe, 30a.

Detober at the Pan-Amevican,

Less than 30 days remain before the gates
of the Pan-American Exposition are
forever. During the criap, cool days of Oc-
tober Buffalo is at her best, and those who
have delayed their vimt until now will bave
the most delightiul weather of the year in
E_l;ich to enjoy the wonders of the Rainbow

i

y.
In plannin ur trip you will probabl
want to go Eqa?cf_]ﬁgn{o, end i?:;ili b{
well to keep in mind how pleasantly this
may be_done over the picturesque k-
awanna :

The same low rates are in force over the
Lackawanna Railroad ms during midsum-
mer. At this season a daylight ride over
the Lackawanna System Is a journ
to be remembered. Through the Delaware
Water Gap and over the Blue Ridge ranges
the woods are radiant in their autumnal
wluringNwhi!?e‘_ tlie_ lg:i?nlt:dmlbyrf ion of
western New York is mellow won-
derfully rich tones of the fall i

Bix solid vestibuled traina are run daily
between New York and Buffalo, with daily
through serviee between New York and Chi-
cago and New York and 8t. Louis. Observa-
tion cars, dining cars end Pullman eleepin
cara offer every comfort for the trip.
beautiful guide, profusely illustrated, tell-

about the osition its features

be sent on receipt of two cents in post-

E‘e ““"‘5:‘ ‘Write for one to T. W. Lee,

eneral mnier Agent, Lackawanna Rail-
road, New York.

The Chastisement.—Kind Lady—Why
are you crying, little boy?”" Little Boy—
“Coz maw jis made a example out o’ me fer
mj; little brother’s sake,”—Ohio State Jour-
nal.

Piso’s Cure is the best medicine we ever
used for all affections of the throai and
lungs.~Wm. O, Endsley, Vanburen, Ind.,
Feb. 10, 1900,

“Now, this im what I call good sin-tax,”
maid the grafter grammarian as he took the
520 bilt profiered by the dive-keeper.—In-

ianapolis News.

To Cure a Cold im One Day :
Take Lazative Bromo Quinine Tablets. All
droggists refund money if 1t faila to cure. 25c.

“T'm a. for anybody’s bad Juck.” 'Of
course.” ““Yes, I always think of those who
will have to listen while be tells about it!"
~Tawn Topics,

PUTNAM FADELESS DYES colormors
goods, per package, than any other.

When a mwan quits abusing hia rival_ it is
# sign that he haa hia rival down.—Atchison
Globe.

Rubbish is wealth in the wrong way.—
Brown.

Elijah P,

CREAT FALL

RACEMEETING

AT MEMPHIS.

October 21, 22,23, 24, 5

et |$35,000in Stakes and Parses

New Mile Track. Finestand moss
complete plant in the wotld.

Over 500 of the Fasteat Trotiers and
Pacers in America, some from every
Btate in the Union, havs heen emtered
and will start

Half Fare Rates on all Railroads.

Entry lists and full jaformation
furnished on application to
MURRAY HOWE,
Bec’y. Memphis Trotting Assoctation,
Memphis, Tenn,

(" 120 STORIES FOR $11 )
C X
10 STORY BOOK

T {te stories by the most famous
a:nmmmni?th: world in mhr i
Robert Bare, -
Hallle Ermisio :
Elizabwth T Juila Truitt Bisbop

A the contibutors to the October
jasna, " Send or

1i) eenta, atampe, for &
81 fora year. Best valia In 10 cent

_AS.8TORY BOOK

DROPSY o

Sozodont
Good for Bad Teeth
Not Bad for Good 'l‘eet__h ,

Sozodont - - -
Sozodont Tooth Powder

Large Liquid

and Powder
All stores or by mail for the price. Sample for tha postugs, 3c.

- . 25c.

Raf@s to Texas.

At freltdont intervals dur-
ing 1901, round trip
ickets will be sold via the

fagnha, Texas, and
indian and Okla-
ghama Territories,

greatly reduced

will tell you When you can secure 6ne
&1 the low-rate tickets and whal it will
< wost, Wewill also send you s compiele
o !uhedule for the 1rip and an interesding
i Metie book, “A Trip to Texss."

INCHESTER

“LEADER” and “REPEATER"”
SMOKELESS POWDER SHOTGUN SHELLS
are used by the best shots in the country because lh1 are 30 accurate,
andr

uniform and reliable. Allthe world's championships

ecords have been

won and made by Winchester shells. Shoot them and you'll shoot well.

USED BY THE BEST SHOTS,

S80OLD EVERYWHERE

LIVER TONIC

:ll h-":‘l treubles,
stomach. bloated
ache, in

yom,
day, for yom llnever get we

until yon puw

is,
R el st |

the chromic ail-
o
a-d‘l‘a well nll the time | boxes

bowels right. Take our adviee;
\RETS , mnder am abseluts

Start with CASCARETS fodsy. wmd
Euaranico o oure e Memcy
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mouth, head-
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