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FARMER AND PLANTER.
COTTON IN THE SOUTH.

tresidemt Peters of the Texas Cot-
teo Growers' Association Pre-

seats a Few Thoughts.

There is much to be said on this
subject in its many Jifferent aspects
from any point of view. I' is king,
and the producers are the slaves
made so by their own choice.

We have the greatest agricultural
product on earth, a necessity in ev-
ery corner in the world; can be stored
and kept without deterioration for
years and yet we allow it to control
us.

The history of cotton dates back
for thousands of years. The Hindoos
used it 800 years before Christ. It was
introduced into China by the Tartars
when they conquered that country.
Palestine and Egypt produced it when
the Romans acquired that country,
showing that it had been in Ise from
time immemorial. At the present
time the United States produce about
70 per cent of the world's consump-
tion, the south being especially adapt-
ad to its production.

The value of cotton when spun in
coarse fabric is double, and the finer
the weave the greater the value of the
fabric.

The seed are one of the principal
sources of income now to the pro-
ducer. The value of a ton of .ott* n
seed at present is about $24. The
mills are entitled to some, and $4
per ton would pay any well man-
aged mill a fine profit for crushing. It
would pay the producers best to feed
the seed if they can not get the value
from the buyers. Hon. Edward At-
kinson, of Boston, said: "If Vermont
could get the value of the cotton seed
alone it would pay them to raise it."
This present crop of cotton is ac-
knowledged by all authorities to be
very short; in fact, the present con-

dition is the lowest average condi-
tion, with one exception, in twenty
years. Then why do the prices stay
so low-about two cents lower than
this time last year? One of the prin-
cipal reasons is the speculators in

New York and New Orleans have sold
the crop many times over, and on ac-
count of being able to 4eliver any
old thing that is wrapped in bagging
and ties on their contracts they are
able to keep the prices down, hoping
in the meantime the producer, be-
coming tired, will turn lose his hold-
lag to supply their immediate wants.

Mr. Neill's false estimate on crops
has cost the farmers of the south not
less than $100,000,000, but, fortunate-
ly, all have lost confidence in him
now.

As a remedy, I would suggest that
the government pass laws compelling
I'perators on exchange to deliver on
all contracts for agricultural products
the grades sold and not allow the sub-
4/6tution of any lower or inferior
grandes. Then spot cotton will not be
selling in Texas at New York quota-
tions and two cents per pound more
thsan chalk mark cotton.

SThe United States should license all
ginners, and in their application for
license they should make a statement
of size of boiler, engine, how many
and what size gin stands they have;
what kind of presses, round or
square; whether they gin for the pub-

lie or only for themselves.
The permit to do business should

be small, say $1 per year, but they
should be compelled to make reports
every week on blanks furnished them,

the amount of cotton ginned andcom-
pare with last season, and other in-
qairies demanded by the government,
with a heavy penalty attached for
non-compliance with the law. A sum-

mary of these reports should be pub-
lished immediately, so that all can
know what amount of cotton is
ginned, and by January 1 the depart-
ment would be able to say how much
the cotton crop would be and not be
compelled to wait eight months
Jonger to be attacked by all kinds of
guessers and speculators.

Farmers in the south should de-
mand that their representatives in
congress work for the enactment of
these laws. It would do away with
Neill and all other wild and wooly
guessers, and the mill owners and op-
erators could buy their supply, know-
ing what the crop would be.

God has been merciful to the cotton
farmer this year--kinder and more

merciful to them than they are to
themselves. He has sent the Mexican
boll weevil and the drought in Texas,
and excessive rains east of the Mis-
sissippi river. That is all that has
saved us from another calamity of
four-cent cotton.

The way to raise cotton successful-
ly is to, first, make the farm self-sus-
taining; raise plenty of food prod-
ucts, not only for yourself, but for

sour stock. Keep plenty of hogs.
Now that we have a market' all the
year round for hogs, we should supply
it. There is no place in the United
States that can raise hogs cheaper
ihaf Texas, with good feed and pas-
ture all the year round. So plant al-
falfa and earn. Make improved cattle
and hogs your staple money crop for
une year, and with the im:nelse pack-

cry buildings nearly established, you
will find a ready market at profitable
prices for your stock, and.your land
will double in value in ten years.

Second. Do not raise any more cot-
ton than you can gather yourself;
then you will be able to hold and put
it or. the market when the price is
satisfactory.

Educate yourself by attending sne
meeting of the Farmers' congress at
College station, now on a permanent
basis and held every year. Have sent
to you the bulletins issued from the
national and state departments of

.ulture. They are free, only send
Your address on postal with request

to send bulletins. Send your smns to

the A. and M. college to be taught
agriculture. They ear make a spe-
cialty of horticulture, stock farming
and machinery, and let them combine
brains and muscle, and in a few years
the property of the farm will be dou-
bled. While we are on this subject,
you can not do better than to sub-
scribe for papers that will keep you
well up to the front in your chosen
occupation. You can not do without
Farm and Ranch,which represents the
highest class and most. advanced and
practical views of agriculture in the
south.

In fact, I predict we are now just
at the beginning of a season of pros-
perity which will make Texas the
grandest agricultural section of the
world. The new prosperity, under
the direction of the up-to-date, edi -
cated farmer, is here to stay.-E. S.
Peters, President Cotton Growers'
Association.

COW PEAS AMONG CpRN.

A Satisfactory Experiment in Plant-
ina Cow Peas in the Field

with Corn.

One of the experiments I decided
to make last year was the planting
of cow-peas between the hills in the
corn rows. Last spring my corn was
planted late in May. When it was up
and cultivated once over I planted
one acre to cow-peas, putting the
seed in half way between the hills
with a hand corn-planter. The soil
was in good condition, so the job was
easy and quickly done. The variety
planted was the black, an early, mod-
erately dwarf sort. The plants soon
appeared, but did not in the least in-
terfere with the subsequent cultiva-
tions of the corn. The drought set
in, followed by the burning hot winds
of July, and the corn made less than
half a crop. The peas grew slowly
all summer, and when the corn was
cut, the last days of August, they
were ten to fifteen inches in height
and fairly well supplied with seed-
pods. September 12 I drew in the fod-
der and tethered a milk-cow on the
peas. September 20 a sharp frost
killed all that remained, but I kept
the cow on them and she took oft
every pod. Before I tethered her on
the peas she had been steadily tailing
in yield of milk, but from the first
meal the yield increased until frost
nipped the peas, when the yield cegan
to decrease again.

The experiment this season showed
that the peas can be put in quite rap-
idly with a hand corn-planter; that
they do not interfere with the cultiva-
tion of the corn, and that they will do
fairly well in the rows. If the corn be
an early maturing variety and is
drawn oft the land as cut, or soon af-
terward, the peas will give a large
quantity of most excellent pasturage
at a season when green food is apt
to be quite scarce. In case drought
cuts the corn short, as it did this sea-
son, the peas will still make a fair
quantity of pasturage. Should chinch-
bugs destroy the corn the peas will
quickly cover the ground and make a
large quantity of excellent hay or
pasturage and at the same time im-
prove the soil. If there are indications
that chinch-bugs are going to be
abundant I think it would be a good
idea to plant cow-peas in all the corn
adjoining wheat or oats. A strip fifty
to one hundred rows wide would cov-
er most that would likely be dam-
aged by the bugs.-Cor. Farm and
Fireside.

HERB AND THERE.

-Knowledge is not worth ten cents
a bushel when it is not put to a
good use. Many farmers know better
than they do.

-Those who have the nerve to feed
good cattle and properly finish them
this fall and winter will surely find
it profitable.

-If people were bound to silence
upon all subjects of which they are
ignorant, what a sudden and all pre-
vailing hush there would be at times!
S-A soft voice and carressing

touch will induce a well-bred cow to
give up the last drop of milk in her
udder, because it gives her real pleae.
ure to do so.

-The man who is to succeed as a
farmer must not only be industrious,
but, to use an expression of one who
knows, he must have "an almost ig-
nominious love of details."

-Filth can not be strained out of
milk. The only remedy for filthy
milk is to throw it away, if it is too
bad for the pigs. Pigs will often eat
milk that is too bad for human food.

-It is far easier to grow fruit than
to market the crop at a profit. In
this, as in everything else that men
do, the main thing is to know how.
The markets must be studied in order
to know just what buyers want, and
how they want it.

-It is profitable to raise hogs in
conjunction with the dairy; provided,
nevertheless, that the conjunction is
not too contiguous. A hog pen, or
hogs, without the pen, in or about
the dairy barn, will spoil the best
milk that can be drawn.

-Kansas is rapidly increasing her
area of alfalfa. The manner in which
it stood the drought of the past sum-
mer has increased the interest in this
best of all forage and hay plants
throughout the west. More alfalfa is
needed in the southwest.

-Good steers for feeding purposes
can now be had at less figures than
last year, while the indications are
that good cattle, well finished, wil!
bring much higher prices this fall and
winter than were paid for the same
class of cattle last year.

-In the great apple region of Mich.
igan the apple crop is estimated at
40 per cent. of a normal one. A sim-
ilar condition prevails over much os
the northern apple region. It is dif-
ferent in Missouri and Arkansas
where good crops are being gath-
ered.

HAS COME TO STAY.

Railing of Angora Goats Is Profit.

able, Not a Fad Like the

Belgian Hare Craze.

Fads come and go because they lacl
that quality which gives a thing per
manence. At first the growing of
Angora goats was designated a fad
comparable with the Belgian hare
fad, and it was freely predicted that
the producer of mohair would soon
go. But not so. The Angora has
come to stay. We wouldn't run a
farm without a small flock of these
interesting animals. They are fast
becoming very popular and we think
rightly so, inasmuch as they are both
useful and- profitable.

If the prejudice against goat meat
were as stubborn as it is against the
consumption of horse meat then we
should despair of overcoming it, but
the aversion to goat meat is not
based upon its alleged inferior quali-
ty as compared with mutton, but
upon the slim fact that the goat
"smells bad." We would ask if sheep
"smell good?" The odor of the goat
does not affect his flesh, but comes
from the oil in his long hair. The
meat of the goat is said to be just
as good as mutton, and while we do
not remember of having sampled it
we doubt if one man in 100 can tell
the difference, although the entire
number would perhaps object to eat-
ing goat meat. We think the preju-
dice against the goat is unfounded
and will be overcome. It ought to
at any rate. The consumption of
goat meat would not decrease the
use of mutton very materially for
many years to come. And even if
it did, what right have sheep owners
or others to kick?

There is no dodging the fact that
the Angora goat has a fine future
in this country, and we look for it
to spread to the four sides of the
country. Wherever it grows weeds
will lose their footing. The goat is
a valuable farm scavenger and de-
serves a place not for that reason
alote, but because he furnishes a val-
uable fleece and toothsome meat, and
is therefore more than able to pay
his way. If you don't agree with the
statements made it would be fairer
to say so after you have given the
Angora a fair trial.-Farmers' Voice.

A HITCHING RACK.

An Imexpeasiee and Servieeable De*-
vice Described and Illustrated

by Its Invaster.

Many places in farming communi-
ties require hitching racks, but my
observations are that good ones are
rarely furnished. An inexpensive and
serviceable one is shown in the illus-
tration. Posts may be set at inter-
vals of 20 feet, but end posts should
be very heavy and well braced or

THE HOLE IN WIRE.

anchored. Bore a hole through each
post near the top, run one wire
through these holes from end to end
of the rack, and another outside the
holes. They should be stretched
loosely at first, as they must be
twisted. This must be done all along
the line at once, lest some of the
posts be drawn out of place. A num-
ber of men can twist them tightly
by means of sticks about six feet
apart, successive sticks being turned
in opposite directions. The wires
shield be twisted until they are firm
enough to resist untwisting when
they ought to be drawn tight if done
properly. When done the holes left
by the sticks in twisting will serve
as rings for the hitching straps.-A.
Franklin Shull, in Orange Judd
Farmer.

A New Horse Disease.
The disease, pronounced to be cere-

bto-spinal meningitis, continues to
play havoc with the horses in
Worcester county, Md., and nothing
yet has been found that will effect a
cure when a horse is once down.
Dr. Buckley, veterinarian of the
Maryland Agricultural college, and
Dr. W. G. McAllum, of the Johns
Hopkins uhiversity, have been inves-
tigating the disease and its causes.
They took away with them parts of
the brain and blood of horses just
dead and will make further tests.
Dr" McAllum says the disease is un-
doubtedly a brain trouble and is not
meningitis, but is encephalitis.

Danger in Feeding Swill.
Swine that are fed on hotel swill

and kitchen slops often become vic-
tims of a sickness showing much the
same symptoms as those of hog
cholera. The animals suffer from
diarrhea and partial paralysis, and
nearly all of those attacked die. The
trouble is caused by the presence of
a quantity of alkaline soaps in such
swill, which poisons the swine. It is
never safe -to feed hotel swill, and it
is safe to feed kitchen slops only
when we know that no quantity of
soap has become mixed with it.-
Farm JournaL

Corner on Apples Predicted.
Look out for a corner on apples. It

is said that Chicago speculators have
set aside a fund of $3,000,000, and
have their agents in New York and
Pennsylvania buying up the fruit. A
high price in the northern apple re-
gions will bring out an unusual quan-
tity from the Virginias, Ncrth Caro-
lina, Missouri and Arkansas, where
they are relatively abundant, and in
years of cheapness unable, from cost
of transportation, to make much
competition.

Cables Im the Philipplnes.
Our government heu concluded that sure-

ty and secrecy can only be obtained by a
cable ship owned and worked by its own of-
ficers. To this end the first official cable ves-
sel will be put in readiness. Aenecessary as
the cable is in times of war, Hostetter's
stomach Bitters is of far more importance,
for it makes people well. It cures indiges-
tion, .flatulency, constipation, biliousness
and nervousness, also prevents malaria, fever
and ague. We urge you to try it.

A grocer offered a taster a peach 'his
mornmg. "No, thank you," said the taster,
"I would rather steal it."-Atchison Globe.

Ne'er look a gift automobile in the mouth.
-Judge.

Piso's Care for Consumption is an infalli-
ble medicine for coughs and colds.--N. W.
Samuel, Ocean Grove, N. J., Feb. 17, 1900.

What is worse than a giraffe with a sore
throat? A centipede with chilblains.-Boe-
ton Christian Register.

The undertaker is the only man who can
sure some diseases.-Atchison Globe.

More haste, less speed. The quicker the
lunch, the longer it is digesting.-Puck.

Every time a man does a fool thing, he
makes for himself a lot of trouble.-Wash-
ington (Ia.) Democrat.

-.-

A man should not lose his temper oftener
than once .in ten years, and a politician
never.-Atchison Globe.

When preachers get together, they talk
"shop" even more than lawyers or doctors.
-Washington (Ia.) Democrat.

The gift horse does not possess a tender
mouth. It has been thoroughly seasoned
by frequent inspection.-Washington Post.

What He Smelled.-"I smell something
burning," said the husband after. he had
lighted his pipe and settled back in the
easy-chair for 

a comfortable smoke. "Isnft
it delicious!" exclaimed his wife, joyously;
"I emptied a whole lot of rose leaves in
your tobacco jar!"-Ohio State Journal.

-0-

Yacht Talk.
"It seems like such funny talk, and yet

I suppose it does mean something. Now,
right here it says that the Shamrock yawed.

ow do you yaw George?"
"I don t. bad [ don't care to learn."
"And then right afterward it says she

luffed. Isn't that a funny word? Is luffing
anything like yawing, George?"

'You may search me, my love. Luff•
and yawing may be the same thing for all
know."

"And then she came up in the wind,
George. Do ypu suppose she was sunk be
fore she came up?"

"No I don't think so, my love. It's some
sort of a technical term, I fancy.

"Not technical, George. It's utical.
And then, see here. Here it says that she
went about in stays. What do you sup-
Qose that means?"

That's ea my love. It means that she
had mislaid waist."-Cleveland Plain
Dealer.
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"NEW RIVAL" FACTORY LOADED SHOTGUN SHELLS
outshoot all other blac powder shells, because they are metr
better and loaded by exact machinery with the standard brands of

powder, shot and wadding. Try them and you wil be convinced.
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est powders in America
and the favorite with
hunters and sportsmen
who have used it, tho
supply having been lim-r

ited and the demand continuous, there
has been no necessity for widely adver-
tising, so that perhaps you are not f
lar with its superiority over other bruds.
Your deae will keep it Ia stock II y
Insist upoa having It. Prices aslowas
other makes. HAZARD BLACK and
HAZARD SMOKELESS powders are
up to date and simply perfection,
whether used
loose or Ins POWDE

DROPSY' s.

OPIU WHISKY san other 4ra.
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