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RICA’S TRADE.

#3“1 Should Make Efforts to
Control It

Claims to Be the
Progressive and Peace-

: of  All the Central
American States,

O Jitile neighbor, Cokta Rica,
\ ::rb:::e ktl?ocking at our door
5 ‘€ntion for many years
:m'-::n ;\’hlle We are just awaken-
rihill te act that her trade may be
-'ﬁ-'tured O U8, we learn that it has been
; almost entirely by foreign
t];::: ‘c.:ffer greater induce-
; € Way of long credits;
: :::lorghsendmg mare traveling men
T ft.l:uz country have created a
St ;l‘ their goods. These are
= thmse ged to b.e inferior in value
bat thee of American manufacture,
The my Fbﬂﬂ‘- pa?k‘ed more carefully.
e mber of United States citizens
o8ta Riea is small, there being

. Ments jp

e LT
est o o
ened, all our people is awak-

sl tthat will be changed; for
ndmntun TY possesses many natural
i lages t-(_) attract settlers and
Zoly ';}l;l':h:hlch are increased mani-
AR cl;l:;]]:ect of the comple-
cith?e :anguage spoken in business
with“ : almost universally English,
i & xnowledge of which one may
Tavel throughout the state withaut
inconvenience, even if he knew no
other, The completion of the Nica-
raguan canal would probably make
Greytown one of the cities of great-
€5t commercial importance. It has,
for years, had the most sensational
booms whenever the completion aof
the canal seemed an assumed fact,
cansing such changes in the numbers
of the population that, had a yearly
census been taken, the results would
have been most surprising. Products
Irom a large portion of the interior
<f Costa Rica are floated down the

Ban Juan river to Greytown in
Dbarges and there transferred to
acean steamers. By special pro-

vision of the government this is a
free port, that materials for the ccn-
stroetion of the canal may be pro-
cured economically. It is not yet
connected with any other point by
rail. Its merchants support the mu-
nicipality by specinl tax., It is sur-
rounded by an extensive area of
most fertile territory, some of the
largest plantations in the state be-

\It s

fng situated here. In Central Ameri-
<a 30 stores are owned by one Chi-
pege firm. The Chinese show re-
markable business ability and their
methods stand favorably in compari-
son with those of other nations.
They converse in several languages
" gnd many of them wear the Eu-
ropean form of dress.

This state is the most sontheaster-
1y in Central America and occupies
the entire breadth from sea to rea
‘petween New Grenada and Nicara-
gua, The epuntry is mountainous
and the plateaus and valleys lying
between are very fertile. The coast
. along the Caribbean sea is bordered
by a carrow plain indented by creeks
and small bays, affording excellent
shelter for shipping among the vari-
ous islands. The mountains are &
portion of the Cordilleras range and
contain many high voleanic peaks.
Turrinlba is 12,500 feet high. To-
ward the Caribbean the descent is
wery abrupt, while in the direction of

COCOANUT TREE GROVE.
Pacific it is gradual, The north-
\west extremity gradually subsides
plain of Nicaragua. Many
yivers flow through the country.
The climate is more regular 'nnd
pealthinl than that of other portions

America» The dry season
April;

~ the

" geason. The theremometer seldom
falls below 85 degrees or misea above
‘g5, Large quantities of timber, ma-
Bogany, Brazil wood and cedar, are
exported. In the west and north-
weslt BUEAT, coffes, mnize and wheat
- ow abundantly. “'egeﬂ}‘nles and
* frnits abound. Sheep thrive on the
¢able lands, cattle along the rivers
snd swine in the low distriets. rock
 erystal and place gold have been
found in large quantities, also silver,
- gopper and jron ore, oOnyx, ame-
_thysts, Jjasper, opals, labradorite,
kuaolin, lime for cement, and. phos-

hate of lime. Pearl fiheries fur-
“pish & Jucrative occupation to many.
“If a patch of earth be left bare it is
_soon. covered with a luxuriant vege-

tation. Ehe

vegrtable matter for centurles his
flied the soil with fertile properties.
Artificial fertilizers are not required,
some plantations having been ecuiti-
vated for a hundred years without
being unfavorably affected.

A home-seeker poing to Costa Riea
should consider carefully what crop
he wishes to raise and then take into
eonsideration the wvarietjes of eli-
mate. A locality where great wealth
might be gained by raising coffes
would be unfavorable for cocoa or
rubber culture. The conditions are
most favorable to health in sections
where rubber may be raised success-
fully. The retorns from the Iatter
industry are not immediate, but in
time prove most satisfactory. Aa
the wild rubber trees are being fast
exterminated, rubber plantations are
likely to increase rapidly. These
yield a large revenue, the product
bringing about $¥1.500 per ton and the
owners living very independently.

A quick income is derived from
bananas, but in sections where they
grow the conditions are most un-
favorable to health. The plants ma-
ture in about 14 months when they
are cut down and the fruit removed.
The decaying stumps lying on the
low land produce malaria. Over $i.-
000,000 are paid to 100 growers of
bananas. Cocoa trees greatly resem-
ble our peach trees. A thick growth
of pods much like small melons, in
which are 30 or 40 beans, extends di-
rectly from the trunk. Commercial
cocoa is obtained by grinding thess
beans and refluing aond sweetening
the produet.

No ope who visited the world’s fair
at Chicago can fail to remember tha
beautiful little Doric pavilion which
Costa Ricn erected on the grounds
at an outlay of $20,000, and $30,000
more was expended by the little re-
public te show how its coffee grow-
ing and curing are conducted. A
traveler desiring to visit Costa Rica
would probably take passage st New
Orleans, disembarking at Limon, the
chief seaport, with a population of
about 4,000. The buildings of this
city are modern in appearance and
the streets macadamized. The stores
are well-stocked with goods from all
over the world, Many of the steel
and cement buildings are comstruct-
ed under the Standard Oil company’s
patents of the United States, The
city is very prosperous, in spite of
the fact that three times within
three years it has nearly been de-
strayed by fire.

Abont 20,000,000 bunches of bananas
were shipped from here during the
past year, in addition to other ex-
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A BIT OF COSTA RICAN PLANTATION LIFE.

ports. In proportinn to .its popula-
tion, ites foreign trade iz greater than
that of France. A railroad operated
by an English syndicate and run by
Ameriean employes leads from Limon
to San Jose, the capital of the coun-
try. The city is situated on a table-
land elevated 4,500 feet nbove the sea.
It has a population of about 30,000
and is very attractive with its old
Spanish architecture (varied by new,
improved public buildings), and its
beautiful little parks. The streeta
are paved with cobble stones, but the
electric ears are of the latest style
and it kas all the modern improve-
ments.  Several times a week band
concerts are given in the parks. The
government supports the theater,
Its new railroad will soon connect
with the Pacific coast. Foreign busi-
ness yields over $20,000,000 per an-
num, although itz population is less
than that of Washington, D. C.

Over 690 specimens of birdg have
been found in Costa Rica-—parrots,
pheasanis, hnmming birds and wild
turkeys being among the number.
But the most amusing of all the fea-
tures which aitract the attention of
the traveler are the tribes of
monkeys.

The people are peaceful and love
pleasure. The dark hair, sparkling
eyes and winninp gracefuiness of tha
women render them very beautiful,

Ceolumbus discovered Costa Rica in
1502 while on his fourth voyage to
the new world. He made several
landinga and, because of the numer-
ous fine gold specimens found, named
the place La Costa Rica y Castilla da
Oro. Behind him was a strange raca
of whom relics still exist. Among
these is a stone table taken from an
ancient burying ground at Cartago.
This had been carved from the solid
rock, with figures of men, lions and
serpents on its legs, representing a
belief that man degenerated physie-
ally as he advanced intellectually.
The work is marvelous. Indications
are that these early inhabitants
came from China. The countiry was
held as & part of Spain until 3821,
when it became merged in the Mex-
jcan republic of Iturlide. Im 1523 ig
became part of the Central Ameri-
can confederacy, from which it withe
drew in 1540, in order to become an
independent republic. Its constitue
tion was andopted in 1B847.

EDWARD JULIAN.

Wonld Flease Him Mightlly.

Her Mother—I{f you marry him, yog
geed mever expect me to come to 5@
you.

Daughter—Will you put that inte
writing?

“What for?”

“I want to give it to Fred as a wed-
ding present.”"—Tit-Bita

Nearest She Got to It
“Have you ever,” the girl from Bos-
ton asked, “made a critical atudy of
‘Paradise Lout? "
“No,”* replied the lady who was up
from St. Louis, *“but I lived in Para-

growth and decay of |Chicago Beeurd-}lera;d.

dise, Tex., once for three months.”"—

PUZZLE PICTURE. :

WHERE 15 THE URITISH YOLDIER?

THE HOWL OF WOLVES.

Henrd Frequenily Iin Norithern Min-
nesoia Woods—Increasing
Rapidly,

Despite the encroachments of civ-
ilization the timber wolves of north-
ern Minnesota are increasng rapidly
in numbers, and every year are more

of a menace to the live stock of set-|
tlers, and to game of all kinds. Their |

depredations are not numerouns and
wever daring during the summer and
fall, but after the snow iz on the
ground and it is not so easy picking
for a living, they become bolder and
hunger serews their courage to
desperation, Reports from all sece-
tions of northern Minnesota are to
the effect that wolves are more
numerous than ever before.

Many wolves are killed every year
in this region, but it is going to take
a greater incentive than now exists
in the present bounty of a maximum
of eight dollars to make any great
inroads on the wolf family, The
timnber woll is not as cunning as a
fox, but he is every whit as smart.
They are naturally suspicious of any
food that they do not kill them-
selves, though they sometimes make
a mistake and eat poisoned meat
that is put cut for them, but not al-
ways. The work must be done by an
expert or the chances are that the
wolf will not toueh it, especially if

.} they are not ravenous from hunger.

Wolves also have a keen understand-
ing of firearms, and scem to be able
to smell powder from afar, says the
Minneapolis Trbune.

One of the most amusing incidents
that probably ever happened in con-
neetion with wolves was in the neigh-
borhood of Carlton a few years ago.
There had been a danee at Carlton
and one of the musielans was return-
ing home to Thomson, a few miles
away, when he was filled wilh terror
by the howl of a wolf a short dis-
tance ahead and to one side of the
road. He stapped,”and in a moment
a timber wolf walked straight aeross
his path into the brush., The mu-
sieian hugged his horn and strode
forward, expecting every instani to
see more wolves, and he was not dis-
appointed. Another wolf deliberate-
Iy crossed the road ahead of him,
and stopped for a second in the
hedge of the brush to survey the
quaking musician. The latter stopped
and finally found his voice. He yelled

and the wolf vanished. He starfed
forward again and in a moment an-
other wolf stepped into the rtoad
While the musi¢ian was gazlng aut
this neweomer, there was a pro-
longed howl behind, The musician
looked back, and although the temn-
perature was below zero bl perspi-
ration stood out om his*row _in
beads. In the road brhind him were
two wolves and they walked slowly
teward the frightened man. A hap-
py thought struck the musician, He
placed the harn to his lips and blew
a few loud, discordant notes, and ran
toward the wolves. They leaped into
the woods as if they had been fired
upon by a rapid fire gun. The mu-
sician gathered courage from this,
and turned to try ihe horn on the
other wolf, but he, too, had taken
to the tall timber. (Giving a few more
wild hlasts on the horn the musician
took to his heels and ran aboui a
quarter of a mile hefore he looked
bacl. When he did he saw four
wolves trotting behind at a  re.
speetful disianee. The musician was
nearly winded when De resorted to
the horn again. Turning about he
charged the wolves, meantime blow.
ing the most unearthly blasts from
the horn. Again ihey wvanished. and
again the musician took to his heels.
The wolves dd not molest him fur-
ther, for he was soon in  Thomson
and the wild beasts would not follow
him there.

Through the Wrosg Door.

A man who figures somewhat prom-
inently in TPhiladelphia soeial ecirclea
was attending a grand ball recently in
company with his wife. While danc-
ing a quadrille he noticed that Ris
pants were Tipping and hurriedly re-
tired to a dressing-room with his wife,
who procured a needle and thread and
began sewing np the rip, While ihe
man was standing there withour any

pants on he heard the rustle of skirts-

and it oceurred to him that he Hhad
taken refuge in the ladies’ dressing-
room. He appealed to his wife and
she shoved him to a door which npened,
as she thought, into a closet. Opening
the door quickly, she shoved him
through and Jocked the door, Then
the man began pounding the door.
“Mary,” he zereamed, *1°m in the ball-
room!” The door, instead of opening
into a closet, opened into the ball-
room.—Chicago Chronicle,
A Common DMryisor,

Difference of opinion is the greatest

common divisor.—Chicago Daily News.
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By Ex~Inspectorof Police THOMAS BYRNES, of New
York, the Most Famous Police Officinl in America.

e

Y

way.

I do

Thomas Byrnes.

The home is the place for woman.
nature she is fitted to adorn and eclevate it
I spealk now, of course, in peneral.
good reasons many women are obliged to
earn their own living.
doing and. would enceurage them in every
Brave,
women obliged to work for themselves or
others should always be aided in every pos-
sible wayv.

THESE
GOOD HOMES
HUSBANDS, THINK THEY
SOME GREAT CALL TO GO FORTH
AND SCREAM FOR MORE RIGHTS I
HAVE NO SYMPATHY WITI.

By
For
I honor them for so
and

honest self-respecting

But—
WOMEN
AND

WHO, HAVING
INDULGENT
HAVE

not believe the good Lord ever

made women o mix up in politics, support

men by their labors or go running around trying to reform the uni-
verse. What a woman wants to vote for is more than I can com-
prehend. Of course there are the regular arguments which the tem-
perance people and school reformers put forth that a woman should
have a vote against the selling of liquor to her husband or as to
how her children should be educated. But if men cannot or will not
reform any evils that now exist, how women are going to accomplish

the reformation is more than I can see.
If I must be candid, I do not believe that women are fitted to

hold positions of great trust—positions, for example, where there
is the handling of large sums of money. Take bank cashiers, for

example.

Men in such positions are tempted and fall every day.

They fall through gambling or speculating or as a result of satisfying

the extravagant demands of some woman.
Would she be any stronger?

such a responsible position.
not.

Women speculate and bet on horses.

Now put a woman in
1 think
Then they have the

love of dress, diamonds and all sorts of display, which so often leads

them astray.

But I do not wish to.be thought hard on the sex. On the
contrary, I am always in sympathy with the woman. Only I think

her place, speaking in general, is in the home.

She can perform

a great mission there for the comeunity and the nation.

FOREIGN GOSSIP.

Queen Anre of England was so red
faced from her love of bracdy thal
her not too respectiul subjects called
ber “Brandy Nanp.”

Bavaria's legialature has surprised
Germany by passing a bill limiting
the number of magistrates in the king-
dem who may be Jews.

Puvis de Chavannes' pictures are in-
creasing im price. At the Weller sale
in Paris a sketch, “Ludus pro Patria,”
brought $5.000, “La Famile,” $2,100,
angd a pastel, “L’Enfant Prodigue,”
$2.000.

At Montalto, in the provinee of
Gienoa, in tearing dewwn an old chureh
a small underground room was found
full of art objects of the Roman time,
ehiefly ehiseled =ilver amphorae and
vases filled with gold and silver coins.

Overland telegraphic communication
across Alrica is almost attained. The
Cape to Cairo wiges have reached Ujiji
on Lake Tanganyika. They have only
1o extend to the north end of the lake
and then to the Albert Nyanza, which
is conneeted with the Svudanese and
Egyptian lines,

It is said that in France 88,000,000
piciure posteards pass through the
post office annually. That country
takes the lead of all oihers, Austria-
Hunpary eoming pext with 31,000,000.
The tota! in eirenlation throughout
the world in one yearissaid by experts
to be 2,360,000,000.

Divorce is very easy in Turkey and
does not require a judge and jury to
settle matrimonial troubles. ATl that
is necessary is for the injured party
to say: “I divorce you,” three times,
and the deed is done, The hushand
has to make the wife a proper allow-
ance and all is over.

Bicyeling seems on the way to join
roller skating in France as an extinet
craze, and the big “velodromes,” like
the rinks, are empty. An attempt is
being made to turn them into open-
air theaters for classic plays and
operas, At Roubaix the experiment
will be made next summer.

WERE NEVER CROWNED.

Seven of the Royal Women of Eng-
land Who Never Wore a
Diadem,

England has had many royal wom-
en queens in their own rights and
gueens by virtue of marriage with
the reigning sovereign, but it is not
generally known that seven of the
women who are known In histery as
queens were not o in fact, says a
London paper. They never received
officially the insignia of a monarch,
the erown. The first was Margaret
of Franee, the young, plain, amiable
second wife of Edward I. He had
spent so much money in conguering
Wales that he could not afford the
expense of a coronation for his girl
bride and she had to do without the
splendors of the pageant,

King Henry VI1IL took care that
Anne Boleyn should be crowned with
extreme magnificence. He desired to
shiow the world how much he loved
her and how very much he defied the
bishop of Rome. The four wives
wha eucceeded her were never
crowned at all. For one thing money
ran short. and for another there may
have lurked, even in his masterful
mind, a sense of the “fitness of
things” which may have cansed him
to shrink from publicly crowning so
many ladies in very rapid succession.
At any rate, the beloved Jane Sey-
mour, the despised Anne of Cleves,
the girlish Catherine Howard and the
wary Catherine Parr were never con-
secrated in public as queen consorts
of England.

Henrietta Maria, wife of Charles I,
refused to be crowned. She was
youny, she was pretty, she was a
French princess and a bigoted Rom-
an Catholic and she declined to take
part in a state function which wonld
compel her to partake of the sacra-
ment according to Church of England
Tites.

Sophia Dorothea of Zell cannot be
reckoned among the seven, because
she was never called gquéen of Eng-
land at all. While George I. was be-
ing crowned and aneinted, and—
bored, the Lady of Ahlden was pining
in her long, monotonous eaptivity.

Caroline of Brunswick is the lnst,
and most remarkable, instance of the
uncrowned English queens, Though
Gieorge IV. had been foreed from pop-
ular indignation to, give up the bill
of pains and penalties against her,
nothing would induce him to let her
ghare in his coronation. She was not
permitted to be present at Westmin-
ster Abbey at all. Repulsed from all
the entrances, she returned to her
house to die within three weeks of a
violent fever, brought on by months
of fearfal excitement. 'The strained
cord snapped. The brave heart was
broken at last.

Huppy Bavages.

Dr. Carl Lumholtz, of the American
Museum of Natoral History, who has
lived among the wild Indian tribes of
northwestern Mexico, sharing in  the
every day life and amusements of the
people for several years, pronounces
them to be a very intellectual race, al-
ithough many of them still dwell in
caves like their forefathers thousands
of years ago. On the whole they lead
& very happy existence, and among
many of the tribes a higher degree of
morality exists than in civilized coun-
tries. They are monogamists. Theft
and many of the worst forms of disease
are unknown among them. They hold
their land in common, and their prin-
cipal food is Indian eorn and beans,—
Youth's Companion,

Wine as Feed for H

FARMER AxD PLANTER.
SOIL AND SOIL TREATMENT.

Gad Munagement Mainly Respoasi=
ble For the Deterioration
of Farm Lands.

The earth was made for the pur-
pose of growing plants. And it is
well and wisely made. The soil ia
perfectly adapted to growing vegeta-
tion. It neither grows weary or wWorn-
out in this work. Flants were cre-
ated to grow in the soil. So perfect
is their adaptation to this business
that instead of exhausting the soil,
they leave it better by growing in it.
The larger growth upon any given
area this vear, the larger still is the
possible growth next year. Such is
the mutual relationship between the
powers of the soil and the work of
the plants in growing, dying and de-
eaying that it is possible to grow
erops continuously upon the same
soil with ever increasing capacity for
growing more and larger crops om
the part of the soil.

1t is the result of bad management,
and not of the demands made upon
the €oil by the growing crops. Vege-
tation upon an average is 75 per cent.
water, 22 per cent. air, and only three
per cent. soil.

Good farming returns to the soil
po much of this organized water and
air that it more tham compensates
for the three per cent. taken from
the soil.

Hence it 18 a mistake to say that
the soil is exhavsted or made pooarer
by the small part it furnished the
erop. Then you ask: Why do we find
fields and furms, after years of cul-
tivation, become pPoor, o nON-pro-
ductive? The causes are many.
Mainly bad management in plowing
when the soil is wet and in plowing
#o shallow that the soluable plant
fo0d is washed away or leached out
by the rain-water. :

Continnous, clean culiure and
burning the waste vegetable matter
helps to hasten this condition.

The power of any soil to produce
depends largely upon the mechanical
condition of the soil. Hard, compact
soils will not turn loose their ele-
ments of the. plant food in sufficient
quantities to make large crops. A
good soil must be finely pulverized
soil.

Shallow soils with hard-pan under
them will not yield large erops. They
do not permit root-growth. The
tender roaotlets can mot pierce this
bard-pan in search for food.

Again, they do mnot furmish suffi-
clent water for the rapid and full
growth, Plants require very large
supplies of water to keep up healthy
cultivation. About three hundred
pounds of water must pass through
most plants to leave one pound of
dry matter. This would require about
t{wo thousand poundsto pass through
a corn stalk to make one pound of
corn, and the same to pasa through
cotton stalk to leave one pound of
lint.

The soil must be fine and deep and
pulverized, not made into mud or
mortay. It must also contain rotting
vegetable matter to furnish the
hutnus, without which plants can not
grow.

Soll in this condition will be rich.
It will produce large crops. It mat-
ters mot if it be red or gray. sandy
or clay.

So much of our land has been put
in bad mechanical condition that but
few farms will produee large erops.
Hence the necessity of using com-
mercial fertilizers. These contain
phosphoric acid and potash, readily
solunble and available. They great-
ly inerease the yield because of this
fact.

They feed the growing plant. The
more vigorous the plani the more
they help. Just as it pays to give ex-
tra food to a thriving pig or beef,
so we see that even the helpfulness
of fertilizers is dependent upon the
mechanieal texture of the soil.

The farmers’ constant study should
be: “How can I improve the mechan-
ical condition of my s0il?” TUpon his
intelligence in answering this ques-
tion will depend largely his sucecess
as & farmer. -

Your bottom land is richer than
your upland because its mechanical
condition is better. Your garden is
richer than your farm because its
mechanical condition is better.

These are not new discoveries, but
so few farmers are acting upon these
that they need to be reatated.

Where the farmers use two, four
and six-horse plows, thelr soil is deep
and fine and productive. Any soil
may be made 5o by proper treatment.

Your soil is largely a thing of your
own making or unmaking.

The success or failure of your
crops for the next year will depend
largely upon the condilion of your
so0il when you begin to plant.—South-
ern Cultivator.

THE AGE OF IMPROVEMENT,

Progress Is the Watcehward, and the
Methods of Our Grandiathers
Are Becoming Obaplete.

This is an age of improvement in
almost everything man uses to pro-
mote his comfort or advance his ma-
terial interests. The things ounr
grandfathers used are obsolete, ex-
cept as antique specimens in curious
collections. We live in improved
houses, and stable our snimals in im-
proved barns “with all modern con-

i " even our hog pens have

Viticulturists in Fraoce have . just
tried experiments in feeding draught
snimals with bran mixed with wine,
which to be ful. Itap-
pears that poor wine can be used to
replace oais as food, weight for
weight, s pound of wine for a pound
of oats. At least half of the nsual
feed of grain can be replaced in this
manner without disadvantage to the
animals. Barley, beans, bran and the
like, mixed with wine, can be substi-
tuted for oats entirely, if desired, it
iz said. In years of sbundant vintage
& material saving can be effected im
this way.—N. Y. Sun. 2

Then Maybhe Tou Won'l ?
Betore ealling 8 man a fool pause
and reflect on what he could call you
without jolting his veracity.—Chicago
Daily News,

gallerien to prevent the pigs from be-
ing incomvenienced by awkward
mothers. All the hardest work of
“the good old days of yore” is now
done by machines, tireless and suto-
matic. We cultivate our fields while
riding on a spring seat, with cushion
and umbrells, if we wish to bs care-
ful of our complexions, or have a
predilection for luxurious ease. The
products of our labor have been im-
proved, both in gquantity and quality.
We no longer eat brown bread, ex-
cept as penance for our sins or to
flatter = dyspeptic stomach; but
must have the snow-white loaf and
velvety texture of the patent process
product. Learned men have spent
years of toil and study in perfecting
the fruits of the ®eld until now, we
who are accustomed to the change,
snd boast bow fully we are up with

the times, are often surprised at the
beauty and quality of the unending
varielies of fruits and vegetables' in
our market stalls and public exhibi=
tionz;at the marvelloun beauty of the
florist's productions, brought into ex-
istence by intelligent, careful breed-
ing. In contemplating the wonder-
ful works of man as shown in im-
proved fruits, vegetables and flowers,
we are a little surprised at the lack
of similar improvement in the staple
crops of the farm. Our fathers and
grandfathers grew as good corn, as
good wheat, rye and barley and ost-
ton as are grown now. Why bas not
as much improvement been made im
these os in the others? Very slight
and very temporary improvements
have been made in cotton, and in
corn, but the best varieties thus
evolved have flourished for a season
and disappeared, or have been am3l-
gamated with the original varieties
from which they were evolved. How
much real improvement has been
made in a thousand yearsin the great
bread staple wheat? Did mnot the
Egyptians during the reign of the
Ptolemies, the Roman farmers on
the lower Tiber, as well as those of
Babylonias and Carthage, many cen~
turiea before Christ, produce as good
grain and more per acre than we do,
after ages of boasted progress? We
have both Eiblieal and historieal
statements that in those days wheat
was made to purchase 50, 60 and even
an hundred fold; that is 50, 60 or 100
bushels for one bushel sown. One rea~
gon why so little progress has been
made in field erops is the fact that
pll such crops must be grown from
seed, and varieties mix readily. This
could be overcome by care in hand-
ling and growing, but the average
farmer does mot invest this care in
hia business. It is certain that all
improvements in eeeds wiil be only
temporary in the hands of carcless
farmers. But some farmers are care-
ful., Of course; and some farmers,
by being careful, progressive and en-
terprising outstrip their neighbors,
grow better crops and receive bet-
ter prices. We need more men, of
the right sort, of course, to devote
their time to perfecting improved
varieties, and then we need more
pains-taking farmers to meintain
the standard uonimpaired.—Texas
Farm snd Ranch.

Motor Power for the Farm.

A most wonderful agricultural im=
provement likely to be accomplished
in the twentieth century will be the
invention of an efficient six-horse-
power farm motor.

There is no farm implement worked
by two or more horses that would not
do better work if driven by a motor.

A farmer with a suitable motor
could use a plow that would enable
him to plow within four inches of
fence posts,plowing away from them,
and would not need to turn at the
ends, but just reverse and plow back.

He would not be stopped by stones
any mote than when using & spring
tooth cultivator: would be able, when
waork was pressing, to work as many
hours as there are of daylight; would
at all times be sheltered from the
sum, wind, rain or cold, if he wished
{0 he; could use A mMower or reaper
with the knife directly in front,
avoiding the necessity of mowing
around the field by hand, or tramping
the hay or grain.

He counld sit or stand as he chose;
whether plowing or sowing, reaping
or mowing, spraying or weeding.

He might thus do his work faster
gnd better than with eny maehines
drawn by horses. :

With 2 motor the farmer would not
need to feed a number of idle horses
during the slack season so as to have
enough to do his work in the busy
season; but could keep just that num=
ber that he could give profitable em-
ployment to at all times, and when
his motor was not at work it would :
eat nething.

He could change his motor from
one implementi to‘the other as guicks
- |
. He could, with his motor yoked to
a wide-tired wagon loaded with & full
two-horse load, start from a soft cul-
tivated field at about one mile an
hour rate, increase to two or threa
mile rate on firm ground snd thenm
to five, eight or ten miles an hour
rate on hard, level Toad.—Agricul~
tural Engineer.

HERE AND TBERE.
B

—Corn harvesters and ghredders in
foture will be counted guite as neces-
sary in saving the corn crop ns
threshing machines are in saving the
wheat crop, and will be operated om
the same plan. I

—JIf cornharvesters and shredders
had been properly used in saving and
preparing the crop of last year,
enough feed for home use would have
resulted. In future years, when there
is a short corp of corn, etc,, this exs-
perience should forcibly remind us of
the necessity for properly caring for
what is raised. : : :

—At the rice convention, recently
held at Crowley, La., a committes
was provided for whose duty is to go
before the next state legislature and
and ask that a rice experiment sta-
tion and farm be established and
maintained at some point in the rieo
belt of mouthwest mouisiana.

~—Young pigs should be fed plenti-
fully with foods rieh in protein. Any
green pasturage is good, and so also
are wheat, wheat bran, ground oats.
These make bone and muscle. After
awhile fat may be put on with corn.

—For fattening hogs corn in the
ear and clean water in the trough
form & compound that is hard to
beat. To this may be added u little
green stuff of any sort to sharpen the
appetite. Cooking feed for fattezing
hogs rarely pays & profit on the time
and labor.

~—Good butter is & “food for the
gods” and should be famillar to the
smell, touch, sight and taste of the
farmer's wife, as well as to workers
in larger dairies. Perhaps most per-
sons can testify from experience that
the reverse is true. :

—A New York syndicate recently
imported 200,000 sacks of Irish pota-
toes, chiefly from Denmark. Ths
sacks contained 163 pounds each, and
the cost of the lot landed in New
York was about $400,000. This shows
what inconvenience 1ay follow s siw
rious drought in this counisy =
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