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DUTIES AND TRIALS

Sermon of Dr Talmage for Persons
of All Ages.

Wholesome Advice to 'hose in the
Twenties as Well as Those Who

Have Reached the Alloted
Three Score and Ten.

[Copyright, 1902, by Louis Klopsch. N. Y.]
Washington,

From an unusual standpoint Dr.
Talmage in this discourse looks at the
duties and trials which belong to the
different decades of human life; text,
Psalms 90:10: "The days of our years
are threescore years and ten."

The seventieth milestone of life is
here planted as at the end of the jour-
ney. A few go beyond it. Multitudes
never reach it. The oldest person of
modern times expired at 169 years. A
Greek of the name of Stravaride lived
to 132 years. An Englishman of the
name of Thomas Parr lived 152 years.
Before the time of Moses people lived
150 years, and if you go far enough
back they lived 900 years. Well, that
was necessary, because the story of
the world must come down by tradi-
tion, and it needed long life safely to
transmit the news of the past. If the
generations had been short lived, the
story would so often have changed
lips that it might have got all astray.
But after Moses began to write it
down and parchment told it from cen-
tury to century it was not necessary
that people live so long in order to
authenticate the events of the past.
If in our time people lived only 25
years, that would not affect history,
since it is put in print and is no longer
dependent on tradition. Whatever
your age. I will to-day directly ad-
dress you, and I shall speak to those
who are in the twenties, the thirties,
the forties, the fifties, the sixties, and
to those who are in the seventies and
hownel1. beyond.

First, then, I accost those of you
who are in the twenties. You are

a full of expectation. You are ambi-
tious-that is, if you amount to any-

e thing-for some kind of success, com-
mercial or mechanical or professional
or literary or agricultural or social or
moral. If I find someone in tle twen-
ties without any sort of ambition, I
feel like saying: "My friend, you

have got on the wrong planet. This
is not the world for you. You aree going to be in the way. Have you

Ik made your choice of poorhouses?

You will never be able to pay for your
cradle. Who is going to settle for
your board? There is a mistake about
the fact that you were born at all."

But, supposing you have ambition,
B let me say to all the twenties, expect
everything through divine manipula-a tion, and then you will get all you

want and something better. Are you
looking for wealth? Well, remember
that God controls the money markets,
the harvests, the droughts, the cater-
pillars, the locusts, the sunshine, the
storm, the land, the sea, and you will
get wealth. Perhaps not that which
is stored up in the banks, in safe de-
deposits, in United States securities,
in hbuses and lands, but your clothing
and -board and shelter, and that is
about all you can appropriate any-
how. You cost the Lord a great deal.
To feed and clothe and shelter you i
for a lifetime requires a big sum of
money, and if you get nothing more
than the absolute necessities you get
an enormous amount of supply. Ex-
pect as much as you will of any kind
of success, if you expect it from the
Lord you are safe. Depend on any
other resource, and you may be badly
chagrined, but depend on God and all
will be well. It is a good thing in the
crisis of life to have a man of large
means back you up. It is a great thing
to have a moneyed institution stand
behind you in your undertaking. But
it is a mightier thing to have the God
of heaven and earth your coadjutor,
and you may have Him. I am so glad
that I -met you while you are in the
twenties. You are laying out your
plans, and all your life in this world
and the next for five hundred million
years of your existence will be affect-
ed by those plans. It is about eight
o'clock in the morning of your life,
and you are just starting out. Which
way are you going to start? Oh, the
twenties!

"Twenty" is a great word in the
Bible. Joseph was sold for 20 pieces
of silver; Samson judged Israel 20
years; Solomon gave Hiram 20 cities;
the flying roll that Zechariah saw
was 20 cubits; when the sailors of the
ship on which Paul sailed sounded the
Mediterranean sea, it was 20 fathoms.
What mighty things have been done in
the twenties! Romulus founded
Rome when he was 20; Keats finished
life, at 25; Lafayette was a world-re
nowned soldier at 23; Oberlin accom-
plished his chief work at 27; , Bona-
parte was victor over Italy at 26; Pitt
was prime*minister of England at 22;
Calvin had completed his immortal
"Institutes" by the time he was 26;
Grotius was attorney general at 24.
Some of the mightiest things for God
and eternity have been done in the
twenties. As long as you can put the
figure 2 before the other figure that
helps describe your age I have high
hopes about you. Look out for that
figure 2. Watch its continuance with
as much earnestness as you ever
watched anything that promised you
salvation or threatened you demoli-
tion. What a critical time-the twen- 4
ties! While they continue you decide
your occupation and the principles by I
which you will be guided; you make 1
your most abiding friendships; you I
arrange your home life; you fix your I
habits. Lord God Almighty, for I
Jesus Christ's sake, have mercy on all E
the men and women in the twenties!

Next I accost, those in the thirties.
You are at an age when you find what e
a tough thing it is to get recognized t
and established in your occupation or I
profession. Ten years ago you t
thought all that was necessary for 1
success was to put on your shutter c
the sign of physician or dentist or i
attorney or broker or agent and you I
would have plenty of business. How I
many- hours you sat and waited for v
businress, and waited in vain, three j
persons only know-God, your wife y
and oyurelf. In commercial life you g
have not lhad the promotion and 11
thje increase in salary -you antici- h
pated, or ,the place you expected to t
oceupy in thafT fia has not beenva- a
cated. The produee of the farm with i
wbmeh youa to expeclt.4 t. port your- u

self and those depending on you and 1
to pay the interest on the mortgage
has been far less than you antici-
pated, or the prices were, down, or
special expenses for sickness made
drafts on your resources that you
could not have expected. In some re-
spects the hardest decade of life is
the thirties, because the results are
generally so far behind the anticipa-
tions. It is very rare indeed that a
young man does as did the young
man one Sunday night when he came
to me and said: "I have been so
marvelously prospered since I came
to this country that I feel as a mat-
ter of gratitude that I ought to dedi-
cate myself to God." Nine-tenths of
the poetry of life has been kpocked
out of you since you came into the
thirties. Men in the different profes-
sions and occupations saw that you
were rising, and they must put an es-
toppel on you or you might somehow
stand in the way. They think you
must be suppressed. From 30 to 40
is an especially hard time for young
doctors, young lawyers, young,mer-
chants, young farmers, young me-
chanics, young ministers. The strug-
gle of the thirties is for honest and
helpful and remunerative recognition.
But few old people know how to treat
young people without patronizing
them on the one hand or snubbing
them on the other. Oh, the thirties!
Joseph stood before Pharaoh at 30;
David was 30 years old when he be-
gan to reign; the height of Solomon's
temple was 30 cubits; Christ entered
upon his active ministry at 30 years
of age; Judas sold him for 30 pieces
of silver. Oh, the thirties! What a
word suggestive of triumph or disas-
ter!

Your decade is the one that will
probably Afford the greatest oppor-
tunity for victory, because there is
the greatest necessity for struggle.
Read the world's history and know
what are the thirties for good or bad.
Alexander the Great closed his career
at 32; Frederick the Great made Eu-
ropetremble with his armies at 35;
Cortes conquered Mexico at 30; Grant
fought Shiloh and Donelson when 38;
Raphael died at 37; Luther was the
hero of the reformation at 35; Sir
Philip Sidney got through by 32.
The greatest deeds for God and
against Him were done within the
thirties, and your greatest battles I
are now and between the time when 1
you cease expressing your age by h
putting first a figure 2 and the time 1
when you will cease expressing it by I
putting first a figure 3. As it is the 1
greatest time of the struggle, I ad- I
jure you, in God's name and by God's I
grace, make it the greatest achieve- I
ment. My prayer is for all those in 1
the tremendous crisis of the thirties. i
The fact is that by the way you de-
cide the present decade of your his- 5

tory you decide all the following
decades.decades.

Next I accost the forties. Yours
the decade of discovery. I do n
mean the discovery of the outsid
but the discovery of yourself. I
man knows himself until he is 4
He overestimates or underestimat
himself. By that time he has learni
what he can do or what he cannot d
He thought he had commerci
genius enough to become a millio
aire, but he is satisfied to make
comfortable living. He thought 1
had rhetorical power that won
bring him into the United State
senate; now he is content if he ca
successfully argue a common case b
fore a petit jury. He thought he h-
medical skill that would make hi
a Mott or a Grosse or a Willard Pa
ker or a Sims; now he finds h
sphere i$ that of a family physicia
prescribing for the ordinary ailmen-
that afflict our race. He was sailia
on in a fog and could not take
reckoning, but now it clears a
enough to allow him to find out h
real latitude and longitude. He hi
been climbing, but now he has got I
the top of the hill, and he takes
long breath.' He is half way throug
the journey at least, and he is in
position to look backward or fo:
ward. He has more good sense tha
he ever had. He knows human' n
ture, for he has been cheated ofte
enough to see the bad side of it, an
he has met so many gracious an
kindly and splendid souls he als
knows the good side of it. Now, call
yourself. Thank God for the pas
and deliberately set your compas
for another voyage. You have chase
enough thistledown; you have blow
enough soap bubbles; you have see
the unsatisfying nature of all earti
ly things. Open a new chapter wit
God and the world. This decade a
the forties ought to eelipse all it
predecessors in worship, in useful
ness and in happiness.

My sermon next accosts the fifties
How queer it looks when in writin;
your age you make the first of th
two figures a 5. This is the decad
which shows what the other decade
have been. If a young man has sow;
wild oats and he has lived to thi
time, he reaps the harvest of it in th
fifties, or if by necessity he was com
pelled to overtoil in honest direction
he is called to settle up with exactin i
nature some time during the fifties
Many have it so hard in early lifb
that they are octogenarians at 5Q
$ciaticas and rheumatisms and neu
ralgias and vertigos and insomnia:
have their playground in the fifties
A man's hair begins to whiten, and
although he may have worn specta
dles before, now he asks the opticial
for No. 14 or No. 12 or No. 10. Whe,
he gets a cough and is almost cure(
ie hacks and clears his throat a gooc

while afterward. 0 ye who are ir
the fifties, think of it! A half cen
tury of blessing to be thankful foi
and a half century subtracted fron
an existence which, in .the mosimarked cases of longevity, hardl3
ever reaches a whole ceiatury. B1

this time you ought to be eminent for
piety. You have been in so many bat,
tles you ought to be a brave soldier,
You have made so many voyages you
ought to be a good sailor. So long
protected and blessed, you ought to
have a soul full .of doxology. In
Bible times in Canaan every 50 years

was by God's command a year .of
jubilee. The people did not work thatyear. If property had by misforfune

lone out of one's possession, on thelftieth year it came back to him. If
he had fooled it away-- it was re-
turned without a fartiing to pay. If
i man had been enslaved, he was in

brat year emancipajed. A trumpet

was sounded loud and clear and long,

id and it was the trumpet of jubilee.,

,e They shook hands, they laughed, they
i- congratulated. What a time it was,>r that fiftieth year! And if under the

le old dispensation it was such a glad

n time, under our new and more glo-e- rious dispensation let all who have
is come to the fifties hear the trumpet

*e of jubilee that I now blow. That was
e- the allusion made by Mr. Toplady, the

a great hymnologist, when he wrote:'
g "Blow ye the trumpet, blow
e The gladly solemn sound;
o Let all the nations know,

To earth's remotest bound,
The year of jubilee is come;
Return, ye ransomed sinners, home.

"Ye who have Sold for naught
Your heritage aboved Shall have It back unbought,

e The gift of Jesus' love.
The year of jubilee has come;
Return, ye ransomed sinners, home."

.My sermon next accosts the sixties.
The beginning of that decade is more
a startling than any other. In his

0 chronological journey the man rides
rather smoothly over the figures 2
and 3 and 4 and 5, but the figure 6
gives him a big jolt. He says: "It
cannot be that I am 60. Let me ex.
amine the old family record. I gluef
they made a mistake. They got m.

t name down wrong in the roll of
births." But, no, the older brothers
or sisters remember the time of his
advent, and there is some relative a
year older and another relative a

- year younger, and, sure enough, the
, fact is established beyond all dis-

j putation. Sixty! Now your great
s danger is the temptation to fold up
B your faculties and quit. You will feel
a tendency to reminiscence. If you
do not look out, you will begin al-
most everything with the words:
1 "When I was a boy." But you ought
to make the sixties more memorable
for God and the truth than the fifties
or the forties or the thirties. You
ought to do more during the next ten
years than you did in any 30 years
of your life, because of all the expe-
rience you have had. You have com-
mitted enough mistakes in life to
make you wise above your juniors.
Now, under the 'accumulated light
of -your past experimenting, go to
work for God as never before. When
a man in the sixties folds up his en-
ergy and feels he has done enough,
it is the devil of indolence to which
he is surrendering, and Gbd generally
takes the man at his word and lets
him die right away. His brain, that
under the tension of hard work is ac-
tive, now suddenljy shrivels. Men,
whether they retire from secular or
religious work, generally retire to
the grave. No well man has a right
to retire. The world was made to.
work. There remaineth a rest for
the people of God, but it is in a
sphere beyond the reach of telq.
scones.

ag My subject next accosts those in the
seventies and beyond. My word to

is them is congratulation. You have got
ot nearly if not quite through. You havele, safely crossed the sea of life and are
To about to enter the harbor. You have

io. fought at Gettysburg, and the war ises over-here and there a skirmish with
!d the remaining sin of your own heart

o. and the sin of the world, but I guess
al you are, about done. There may ben_ some work for you yet on a small or

a large scale. Bismarck, of Germany, vig-
orous in the eighties. 'Ihe prime minis-
Id ter of England strong at 72, Haydn
,s composing his oratorio, "The Crea-

n tion," at 70 years of age. Isocrates
e- doing some of his best work at 74.

Ld Plato busy thinking for all succeedingm centuries at 81. Noah Webster, after I

r- making his world renowned dictionary,
is hard at work until 85 years old. Rev.

, Daniel Waldo praying in my pulpit at
ts 100 years of age. Humboldt producing

the immortal "Cosmos" at 76 years.
a .William Blake at 67 learning Italian so

p as to read Dante in thd original. Lord.
is Cockburn at 87 writing his best treat-Ls ise. John Wesley stirring great audi-

o ences at 85. William C. Bryant, with-
a out spectacles, reading in my house
Ih "Thanatopsis" at 83 years of age.
a Christian men and women in all de-

r- partments serving God after becoming
n septuagenarians and octogenarians

and nonagenarians prove that there.
are possibilities of work for the aged,

d but I think you who are passing the sev-
d enties are near being through.
o How do you feel about it? You

n ought to be jubilant, because life is

ta tremendous struggle, and if you
have got through respectably and
d usefully yok ought to feel like people
n toward the close of a summer day
n seated on the rocks watching the sun-.
set at Bar- Harbor or Cape May or
Lookout mountain. I am glad to say
that most old Christians are cheerful.
Daniel Webster visited John Adams
a short time before his death and
found him in very infirm health. He
said to Mr. Adams: "I am glad to
see you. I hope you are getting alonge pretty well." The reply was: "Ah,
e sir, quite the contrary. I find I am a

s poor tenant, occupying a house much
shattered by time. It sways and
trembles with every wind, and whate is worse, sir, the landlord, as near

as I can make out, does not intend
to make any repairs."

What we all need is to take the su-
pernatural into our lives. Do not let
us depend on brain and muscle and
nerve. We want a mighty supply of
the supernatural. We want with us
a Divine force mightier than.the wa-
ters and the tempests, and when the
Lord took two' steps on bestormed
Galilee, putting one foot on the winds
and the other on the waves He
proved Himself mightier than hurri-
cane and billow. We want with us
a Divine force greater than the fires,
and when the Lord cooled Nebuchad-
nezzar's furnace until Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego did not seven
have to fan themselves He proved
•limself mightier than the fire. We
want a Divine force stronger than
wild beast, and when the Lord made
Daniel a lion tamer He proved Him-
self stronger than the wrath of the
jungles.

But the most of you will never
reach the eighties or the seventies or
the sixties or the fifties or the forties.
He who passes into the forties has
'gone far beyond the average of hu-
man life. Amid the uncertainties
take God through Jesus Christ as
your present and eternal safety. The
longest life is only a small fragment
of the great eternity. We will all of
us soon be there.
Sternity, how near !t rolls!
Count- the vast value.of your souls.,
Beware and count the awful cost
What they have gained whose souls are

iost. ,

THE OLDEST MAN IN AMEIIGA.
Tells How He Escaped'.the Terrors of

Many Winters by Using Pe-ru-na.

Mr. Brock's
Age is 114

'Years.

MIR. ISAAC BROCK, BORN IN BUNCOMBE CO., N. C., MARCH 1, 1788.
His age is 114 years, vouchedefor by authenatic recordn. He says: 'l at

tribute my extreme old age to he use of Pe-ruae.n"

of decrepitude. Hies family Bible is
Born ~sore Ulnited States was still preserved, and it shows that the

formed. date of his birth was written 114 years
Saw 22 Presidents elected. ago.
Pe-ru-na has protected him Surely a few words from this remark-

from allsudden changes. able old gentleman, who has had 114
Veteran of four wars. years of experience to draw from,
Shod a horse when 99 years would be interesting as well as profit-

old. able. A lengthy biographical sketch is
Always conquered the grip given of this remarkable old man in the

with Pe-ru-n.a Waco Times-Herald, December 4, 1898:
Witess In a land suit at age A still more pretentious biography of

of 110O yeats, this, the oldest living man, illustrated
Believes Pe-ru-na the greatest with a double column portrait, wasgir-

remedyof the age fr catarrhal en the readers of the Dallas Morning
diseases. News, datedDeeember 11,1898,andalso

the Chicago Times-Herald of same

SSAAC BROCK, a etlzen of MeLon. date. This eentenarian is an ardent
an county, Texas, has ived for friend of Peruna, having used it many

114 years. For many years he re- years.
sided at Bosque Falls, eighteen miles In speaking of his good health and

w;est of Waco, but now lives with his extreme old age, Mr. Brock says:son-in-law at Valley Mills, Texas. "After a man has lived in the'world

-A short time ago, by request, Uncle as long as I have, he ought to hive found

Isaac came to Waoo and sat for hispie- out a great many things by experience.

ture. In his hand he held a stick cut I thtnk I have done so.
rom the grave of General Andrew ,,One of the thlngs I have lofed
Jackson, which has been carried b out to y endre satisfactioa I the
im ever since. Mr. Brock is a digni- ea r a nsth

fed old gentleman, showing few signs proper remedy far ailments thatnea 1la gentleman, snowing mw magni

Lady Visitor-"And. was your husband
good and kind to you during your long ill
ness?" Parishioner-"Oh! yes, mis, 'I
just was kind; 'e was more like a friend
than a 'usband."-London Tattler.

Piso's Cure cannot be too highly spoken o
as a cough cure.-J. W. O'Brien, 322Third
Ave., N., Minneapolis, Minn., Jan. 6.1900.

The Bdrdi.
Miss Trill-I love to hear the birds sing.
Jack Downright (warmly)-So do I. Thenever attempt a piece beyond their ability

-Tit-Bits.-
To Cure a Gold in One Day.

Take Laxative Bromo Quinine Tablets. Al
druggistsrefundmoney if Itfailsto oure.25o

Frank-"Did you know Charlie was mai
ried ?" George-"No but it doesn't surprise
me; he was forever looking for trouble."-
Chelsea Gazette.
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are due directly to the effects of
the climate. For 14 years I have
withstood-the changeable cllmate
of the United States.

"I have always been a very healthy
man, but of course subject to the lit-
tie affections which are due to sudden
change s in the climate and tempera-
ture. During my long life Ihave known
a great many remedies for coughs,
colds and diarrhoea.

"I had always supposed these effee-
tions to be different diseases. For the
lest ten or fifteen years I have been
reading Dr. Hartman's writings. I have
learned much from his books, onething
in particular: that these affections
are the same and that they areproper-
ly called catarrh.

"As for Dr. Hlartman's remedy,
Pe-ru-na, I have found it to be the
best, if not the only, reliable rem.
edy for these affections. It has
been my standby for many years,
and I attribute mygood health and
extreme old age to this remedy.

"It exactly meets all my require-
ments. It protects me from the evil
effects of sudden changes; it keeps me
in good appetite; it gives me strength;
it keeps my blood in good circulation.
I have come to rely upon it almost en-
tirely for the many little things for
which I need medicine.

"I believe it to be valuable to old
people, although I have no doubt it is
jst as good for the young. lshould be
glad if my sincere testimony should
become the means of others using this
remedy, because I believe it to be the
greatest remedy of this age for ca-
tarrhal diseases.

"When epidemics of Is grippe first
began to make their appearancein this
country I was a sufferer from this dis-
ease.

_-I had several long sieges with
the grip. At first I did not know
that PeIruna was a remedy for
this disease. When I heard that
la gripie was epidemic catarrh, I
tried Pe-ru-na for la grippe and.
found It to be •ust the thing.

"It has saved me sevrral times from
a siege of the gulp. I feel perfectly
safe from this terrible malady s long*
as I have Peruna at hand. I hope that
Dr. Bartman may live to be as old as u
am, to continue the good work of
teaching people the value of his great
remedy, Peruna.

Very truly your.,

For a free book on catarrh, address
The Peruna Medicine Co., Columbus, O.

If you do not derive prompt and sat.
isfactory results from the use of Peru.
na, write at once to Dr. Uartman, giv-
ing a full statemebt of your case, and
he will be pleased to give you. hisva
uable advice gratis.

Address Dr. Hartman, Presdent of
the Hartman Sanitarium, Columbaus
Ohio.


