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PASSING OF THE FIRESIDE

: : LOUISIANA.

The kettla never simmers on the hearth-
3 stone any more,
Th“'!-!khaw given up the sacred fireside;
e Kitten never sleeps before the bLuck
log on the fdoor,
And the spinning wheel has stopped
5 Eince grandma died;
ut the poet, in his fancy, seea the “‘fam-
Hy circle” yet,
And blithely sings the glory of Ris
w dream,
hile the artlst takes his pencil and Ia
A happy to forget
hat the fireside haz given way te
steam.

The boller snd the furnace are In mo
dress sublime,
The scornful bard refuses
them in rhyme,
And the artist never turns
With his brush to such concerns;
The?ﬂh:we spoiled the family clrcle of
the splendld ulden time.”

to ennohle

8till, the preacher gravely preaches of
the “sacred fireside,”
Forzetting that long szinee it ceased to

2

Forgetting that the people he Is preach-
: Ing to abide

Where janitors are lords of all they

et
Ah, the fireside 13 only a blind mantel
on the wall,
The loga that used to crackle blaze no
mora;

Mo more rantastic shadows over old rag
carpets fall,
The hearthstone’s but a grating In the
floor,

The good old ways are ended and the
5 E.‘:ifﬂ'm of them has fed,
No “firzside” remalns to lure us now;
No more, alas! does father have to clam-
ber out of bed
To light the logs while mother tells
him how.
Little Willla doesn’t have to carry billets
In at night,
Or, caviling, chop kindling nowadays—

Etay!—that's but the steam pipe thump-!|

ing—'tis no time for flight or fright—
We have glven up the old poetlc ways.

Oh, a fancy screen s standing as an
ornament befora
The walled and plastered place that was
the fireside of yore—
The wind is howilnz “*Woo-o-0-0!""
But no flames Jeap up the flue,
And the hearthstone's just a grating In
the floor.

How Janet Taught

Him Spelling

By L. M., BURNS.

cousin Janet., He was a buoyant
yanth, whose woes and joys were
much alike, but Janet was serious-
minded. She did his worrying for him.

This time he found her packing her
books. Vacation was almost over.

“Well?” she gaid. She liked to talk
to Herman, but not when there was
an unfinished task in hand. That was
the difference between the two—she
focnsed her energies upon onk thing,
aecomplished it, and was happy; he
diffused his over a dozen, accomplished
nothing, and was happy also. "“Well,
what is it?" she demanded.

“I'm superseded,” he confessed, dole-
fully.

“What? 0 Herman—discharged?

Herman made’ a gesture. “Ah, . Janet,
you have such a—a direct manner of
gpeech! Why, even Mr. Steinmetz
didn't use that word! ‘Mine young
frent," he says, ‘you will pe a prite
young yentleman when you learn pet-
ter how to spell, but yoost now, you
make us reediklus.” And he showed
me a letter he'd got from a firm he'd
been complaining to about a lot of
damaged goods. They'd got tired, I
guess, and written with a good deal
more humor than Mr. Steinmetz could
appreciate—he’s not a witty man—all
because I spelled ‘shipment’ ‘s-h-i-p-
m-e-a-n-t," and ‘a dozen white collars’
‘g dozen white c-o-l-o-r-s.""

“() Herman!"” groaned Janet.

Herman langhed. “You taught me
haw ta spell “‘meant’ yourself,” he ar-
gued. “You ought to take it as a com-
pliment that T applied the lesson.”

“And ‘a dozen white colors!’™ ghe
sighed, despairingly. “Why don't you
learn? I'Nl do anything to help you!
You never can make a success while
you spell like that. Oh, T know—but
it isn’t enough to be the fastest type-
writer in town—it’s accuracy they
want, a thonsand times more than
speed! You must learn, Herman! T'll
gend you liets of words from your let-
ters, and lend you my old speller. Will
you study it, Herman?"”

Herman’s eyes were twinkling as he
took the book, *I will, faithfully, re-
ligiously, as [ would my eatechism,” he
gaid, with a langh. *“It shall be my

HERM;\:\' always went first to his

prond duty to repert to you every |

week my progress.”

Janet's eyes dropped in disappoint-
ment. “No need,” she murmured. “If
you learn to spell, your lettera will
ghow it.”

Herman smiled. “I'll be on hand
at train-time to-morrow with—a box
of chocolates?”

“Xp, thank you!™ gaid his cousin,
decidedly.

“Flowers, then?”

“You'd beiter save ¥our money.,”

Herman laughed outright, “Didn't
¥ mention it? Why, so 1 didn't! I've

ot another position, with Span & Co.

hey fairly jumped at me.”

“you'll lose it,” she said, prophetic-
ally. and he lnnghed again.

Herman did lose it, and for the same
old reason. Janet had felt ashamed
of herself when she came to thinking
over the interview. She might have
heen more hopeful, more sympathetie.
She tried to make up for it in her
letters to him. FPerhaps it was, as
he had so often explained, a physical
failing; some people are form-blind,
just as others are color-blind, and
with such orthography is doubly dif-
ficult, She tried to shut her eyes to
mistalkes, and to believe that he was
improving. She sent him lists of
words, and forbore to criticize. But
as time passed, and the old errors re-
curred again and ogain, his light-heart-
ed epistles that had omce given Lar
soch keen delight beeame merely 8
source of dread and disminy. Her eye
ran on from one mwistake to another,
Josing sense and substance. When by
any chance he fell into the correet
spelling of a word that she had listed,
ghe felt it like a personal victory, but
every repeated blunder was a Waler-
Joo. She waited feverishly for the
imevitabls.

Bearcely two months had. passed
before it came. Herman was sobered
a little when he wrete of it, but not
enough to affect his literary style. He
was “superseded” again, he said, and
was hastening to elaim another good,
bracing sermon from his dear cousin
Janet. He had about come around to
the standpoint of the fatalist—nature
hadn’t created him with a predilection
for spelling, therefore it was uselesa
to try to spell.

Janet read with mingled emotions,
She knew it was not laek of ability
indeed, if he had had a slower minid
there would heve been more hope for
him. He had never felt the need of
working hard, and the lack of discl-
pline was telling in every way. Onw
part of his letter was really pathetic
—not from its wording, but becaus:
it was so true—vliere e compared
himeelf to a nice little stream of wa-
ter that was mostly noise and sparkle.
The Bible kag a different way of put-
ting it—*Unstable as water, thou shalt
not excel!”

But Janet did not think of that. She
had forgotien for the moment that no
one may ever excel save by his own
effort, and she was reproaching her-
self bitterly for his present failure.
She was conxzcious that he had always
lonked to her to supply a certain force
undeveioped in himself. The appeal
ran through the letter she way read-
ing, masked urder his habitua: <rol-
lary, of course, but to her the earnest-
ness was apparent, even through the

IMONEENEE.

“I may never win the degree of Ph.
D., he wrote, whimsically, “but I am
hopeful that my name may yet eut
lonze from its suflix N. G. Iought tn
have an equal chance with these fel-
lows in books. They never make he-
roes of themeelves from inner neces-
sity, you'll ubserve. I have your life
and Tetters for my inspiration—they
are inspiring, chum?! AndifIevercom-
pile a dictionary, swim the Hellespont,
or otherwise distinguish myeelf, it
will be because my cousin Janet has
kindly — although perhaps uncon-

| sciously-- assumed tke role of guar-

dian angel to me.”
Only-—alas, paor
spelled it angle!
The tender sympathy dropped ani
of Janet's face. Tt is not recorded
that angels indulge in sarcasm, buf
it is doubtful if even a celestial be-
ing would eare to he described in

Herman!--he

"WILL TOU BTUDY IT?"

geometric terma. The leiter she
wrote “raised a blister,” as Herman
afterward confessed.

“What is & guardian angle?” she
inguired, sweetly. “I've searched my
geomelry from cover to cuver, and

asked all the girla, and thought of all
the angles I've ever heard about—
right, acute and the rest—and there
isn't one I could possibly be unless
it's the one they call obtuse. Do
write and tell me what it’s like, and
where 1 can find it. 'Guardian angle!’
It sounds terribly learned, and yet
poetical, 1oo. Do they teach about
it in trigonometry?

“I quite expected that you would
he ‘superseded’ again, and now that
you have the leisure, I am not going
to do anything that will interfere
with your learning how to spell.
This is the last letter you will get
from me till you have masterad the
art. At Christmas, if you wish, I will
examine you from the speller I lent
you, and alse from those lists of
words. 1f you pass the examination
we will Tesume our correspondence,
and if you don't we will not. I am
quite in earnest. From this judg-
ment there is no appeal.

“Witness my hand! Your cousin,
Janet.”

Herman must have known that
when Janet wrote like that there was
no appeal, and be mzade none, but got
to work.

As for Janet, she was in the derk
as to the movements of her cousin,
and not a little frightened at what
she had done, until she heard that he
hed refuzed a third position, She
took that as a healthy sign. Her
krnowledge of him told her that the
next one he accepted he would be
prepared to keep—and he was.

At Christmas time the whole fam-
ily assembled to hear the spelling
lesson. She gave Herman 500 words,
and he spelled them with a certainty
and independence which showed that
he had mastered something else be-
sides orthography. Four hundred and
ninety-nine were right-—it was a rec-
ord to wonder at. But when she gave
him *“angel,” he smiled in his old ex-

asperating way, and spelled It
“J-a-n-e-t."—Youth's Companion.
I
Practical Use,
“0Oh, for sowme more ancestors!"

sighed the new wife.

“That’s all right,” assured her hus-
band, “we have enough to enter the
exclusive set.”

“Bother the exclusive set! Twanta
few more portraits to hide those
grease spots on the parlor paper.”—
Chicago Daily News.

Ought to HKnosw Herself,

He—These intellectual women make
me tired. After all. nothing takes the
place of beauty.

She—But suppose one has neither
beanty mor intelleet? What can be
done then?

He—Now the idea of yonr asking
such a question!—Town Topics.

Cheap Eort of Riaf,

Mrs. Subbubs—TI see your husband
goes out behind the stable to smoke.
Ddn't you allow him to smoke in the
housze any more?

Mrs. Baklots—Oh, he can smoke
anywhere he likes, but just now he
is putting up a blufl that he bas
sworn off.—Town Topics.

UNFRIENDLY COMMENT.

There Accr Many Rensons Why Peo-
ple Shogld Hefrain from Critl-
vislng Absent Acgumintances.

In conversation, unfriendly
ments regarding the absent should !
always be avoided. In social life it |
i= well to shun ill-matured gogsip.|
Make it a rule, and let it be strictly |
observed, not to say anything about
the faults of another unless there is |
sbsolute necessity for you to do s0. |
This necessity may arise, and yeur |
own judgment can guide you about
the matter. It is always rash to talk |
of the faults or evil doings of others. |
Why, indeed, should yon do so? You|
know yourself that you have faults, |
few or many, and that there are|
many things you may have done
which you prefer should not be dis-
eussed. Well, then, exercise the same
charity to others that you would
have extended to yourself.

Another thing to bear in mind is
that, if you talk of what is to the dis-
advantage of ancother, what you say
will doubtless be repeated. Of course,
you may preface your remarks by:
“This is quite between ourselves,”
“T'ray do not repeat it,” ete. But why
should you imagine that the person
to whom youn are talking will be si-
lent about that which you promised
to keep to yourself? She may forget
her promise, or may not consider it
very binding.

Then, too, when things are repeat=
ed they never lose in the telling.
Something is taken from, or added

com- |

4o, the oririnal story, and if repeated
several times, it loses
most of its original character.

very often|
The |

INFLUENCE OF WOMAN.

Tt Bronght Ahout the Transformation
and the He-Transformation of
Nelson, the Haughity,

Nelson has lived with a Washing:
ton family for several years, and he
has proven himself so well content-
ed with his own views upon all sub-
jects that he has always heen upon
the point of immediate dismiszal and
has always just escaped it by reason
of his genius for polishing silverware
and his elaborate politeness wheo
answering the doorbell.s

“Really, Nelson is too hard-headed
for anything,” the mistress of the
mansion would say. “I must send
him away."”

“Now, mamma,” her daughter
would reply, “you know Nelson is
too fond of his own way to go un-
lesa he wanted to, even if you did
muster up courage to discharge him."

And so instances of Nelson’s calm
setting aside of all authority save
his own sweet will continued to mul-
tiply.

Suddenly, however, a change was
noticeable. Without warning Nelson
became meckly, even weakly affable
and yielding, even to the point of

| consulting the head of the family

most terrible mischief is caused by E “DAT'S ALL RIGHT." BAID NELSON

gossips of this kind. Friends are sep- |
arated, relations are estranged, guar-
rels are fomented, nnd “bad blood™” is
aronsed, simply because something
said, perhaps thoughtlessly, on the
impulse of the moment, is repeated.
—N. Y. Weekly.

OLD WELSH DRESSERS.

In Grent Demand at the Present Time
by Lovers of Rare 01d and Ar-
tintie Furmiiure.

I

The oak dressers of the sevententh
and eighteenth centuries have a fine
simplicity of their own. Those of
Wales and Yorkshire are specially in
request among the old furniture lov-
ers of to-day, and charmingly decorat-
jve these old pieces are as a mounting
for choice silver and china, while at
the same time admirably serving the
purpose of a sideboard. The state-
ment often made that Chippendale was
a designer of sideboards is inaccurate.
When Chippendale published his work
(1754 to 1762} built-in cupboards with
doors flush with the wainscoat of the
walls were still in fashion and gave
smple room for {he storage of wine
and table appointments. As, with the
change in the style of decoration, they
gradually disappeared the mahogany
sidetable came into use, Cupboard
room was provided by a separate ped-
estal placed at each end of it and a
brass-banded celleret below. A brass
rail at the back of the table often held
branches for candles and gave a sup-
port to pieces of plate. A tall urn

AN OLD WELESH DRESSER.

was placed at the top of each pedestal,
one for hot water for the servants’

Sheraton, Hepplewhite and Adam com- |
bined with various pieces into one, pro-
dueing the gracefnl style of sideboard
with which the taste of the present day
has made us familiar. The sideboard
table, however, was also retained in
large houses, where it served asa earv-
ing table, by which name it is now
frequently known. Can it be possible
that Hepplewhite, by suggesting in one
of the minutely drawn plans of a room,
a Ierge mirror hanging above the side-
board, foreshadowed the time when
the mirror hecame a part, and often
the salient part, of a piece of furni-
ture cumbersome and heavy in propor-
tion to the unnecessary weight it had
to support? At this stage, at any rate,

{count, cullud gemman, he is.
idat M'ria I doan wan' tuh heah ne

we may leave it, with a mental sigh of !

relief that this style was only transient |
and that we are reverting to foris in |

which the “stately sideboard™ is more |
worthy of its name.—Chicago Daily |
News,

Hent Medicine for Children,

Happiness is the best medicine for
chiliren, says the Ledger Monthly.
Try to make your little ones happy;
jmpose no burdens an them; see that
they have opportunity for active,
outdoor sports; play with them your-
self; tell them etories; take them to
wee some of the wonderful sights of
the city—and almost anything is
wonderful and full of interest to
children; give them a plenty of plain,
simple, well-cooked food; put them

gingie to their comfort, and you will
probably have little occasion for doe-
tor’s stuff.

Mother of Six ai Tweniy-One.

Mrs. Svsanna Pennoek, of Si. Louis,
is only 2i years of age, yet zhe is the
mother of six children—three pairs of
twins. Her mother bore 24 children,
and among them were six pairs of
iwins. Mrs. Pennock’s sister, a resi-
dent of Georgia, has been blessed with

i
to bed early; let them sleep till they |

wake up, and dress them with an eye |

five pairs of twins, and each of 13 of
her other sisters has had three pairs.

in cases where consultation was un
necessary. The daughter of the fam-
ily opined that he had experienced
religion; the son declared that he
had received ghostly warning as tc
his immediate demise, but the mys-
tery remained impenetrable until one
evening when Nelson asked permis
sion to go home earlier than usual
saying that hiz wife wanted him.

“Why, Nelson, I didn't know you
had a wife.”

*0h, yessum, I gotter wife, but
yuh see, we ain been livin’ togethah;
she went south with er family an’ 1
went tuh Florida tul wait in er hotel
an’ we got log’ from each othah, an
she thought I was daid an’ married
ernothah gemman. Now, she done
fine me ergin an” she done lef de
othsh gemman an’ come back tub
me.  She's a powerful ha'd woman
tuh please, M'ria is, an' dat othalb
husban' she done lef he was a8
mighty fine man, an’ I gotter wuk
mighty ha'd tuh keep up to his level
'deed I has, ma'am, an’ M'ria she
ain’t ergoin’ tuh lemme fergit it.”

The effect of Maria upon her liege
was most pronounced as time went
on. Nelson no longer firmly waved
away, orders and conducted his de

partment on the most despotic plan;

the cook began to impose upon him
and the mistress of the mansion even
ventured to seold him. His polite
ness deepened and willingness to re-
main after hours, if only he had the
authority of the head of the family
for doing so, beecame one of his most
pronounced characteristics, In fact,
Nelson was now & jewel without s
flaw.

But all this was quite too good to
last, snd one day the mistress of
the mansion was sadly surprised to
find Nelson omce more setting aside
her orders with ecalm faith in his
own superior judgment. “Why, Nel
gon, what is the matter?” she said.
“I distinetly told you that I wanted
the hall rugs beaten to-day and the

hangings put np, and instead of that,

I find you cleaning all the silver.”
“Dat all right'm, dat’s all right,”
Nelson made unabashed reply. *I
jest had tuh clean dis heah silver to-
day, an’ I says tuh mys'f, T says:
*Nelson, people doan always know
what's bes' foah theyselves an’ yuh
gottah do yuh duty. Now, thaihe
that M'ria. I done met dat nib

Lt | pthah husban’ o’ huhs what she done
nse, the other for drinking water. |

mahried when she thought I was
daid, and' he's a low-down, no er-
I tells

moah foolishnesa out o huh, an
aftah this she gottah do what I telle
huh an’ behave huhse’f.”

“And what did Maria say?” queried
the mistress of the mansion, hope-
fully. .

“She didn't say mnothin’, ma'am;
nothin' at all, That woman knows
she kain play no moah tricks on me,
no, ma'am.”

And after thet not even the coock
rebelled against Nelson.—Washing.
ton Star.

Model for American Women,

The model that should be held up
to American women of to-tlay is not
the Amazon, glorying in her martial
deeds and powers; not the Spartan,
who made femnale perfection to con-
gigt in the development of physieal
strength at the expense of feminine
decorum and modesty; not the god.
dess of impure love like Venus, whose
votaries regarded beauty of form
and personal charm as the highest
types of womanly excellence. No,
the model that should be held up
tefore you and all women is Mary,
the mother of Christ. She is the
great pattern of virtue, and all thai
gues to make the perfect  woman
alike to maiden, wife and mother.—
Cardinal Gibbons, in Ladies’ Home
Journal.

The New Fassword.

Gazzam (after he has succeeded in
waking his wife) —Open the dorsh!

Mrs. Gazzam (head out of second-
story window}—Are you sober?

*Yesh.”

“Then say, ‘recipronity.’”"—Harlem
Life.

Doing His ‘Best.
Bridget—An’ phwy do yez be lavin®
th’ cover off th' brine barrel?
Patrick— Hist, darlint. Th’ dochtur
do be sayin® you nade salt sir.—N. Y

Weeklv

HONEYCOMEB BUILDING. .

Kew Light Thrown on s Subject ef
Paranmount Interest ie Frefes-
sional Beekeepers,

In a recent bulletin C. P. Gillette,
of the Colorado station, ealls atten-
tion to the fact that experiments
have shown that it requires about
one pound of wax for every 23 pounds
of honey that is stored in the comb.
The food which is necessary for the
formation and secretion of wax im
the body’ of bees is, for the most
part, honey, and it probably requires
several pounds of honey as food for
worker bees to enable them t» pro-
duce one pound of wax. The bees
which are engaged in the secretion
of wax are thereby prevented from
collecting honey, and must feed upon
the homey collected by other work-
ers. Where comb honey 1s being pro-
duced for market it becomes, there-
fore, a problem of considerable eco-
nomic importance to determine to
what extent and in what form wax
should be furnished the bees for their
use in building comb.

According to the present praciice
of bee raisers, wax is furnished to
the hees in only one general way,
and that is in the form of artificial
comb foundation. There are, how-
ever, many types of foundation, sume
with a midrib only and others with

cell walls of greater or lesser length |
The keeper |

outlined for the bees.
has, therefore, the practical prublem
of determining the kind of founda-
tion to use, whether with or without
cell walls and of what weight.

Prof. Gillette's investigations indi-
eate that it is a mistake to use deep
cells in artificial foundation unless
their walls are made of the thinness
of matural cell walls. The only cell
walls which were brought to the
thinness of natural comb were those
built on foundations with a light base
amd with little wax in eell walls.

Comparisons of the weights/of nat-
ural comb and comb built on artifi-
cial foundations showed that the thin

ATTACHING COME STARTERS.

and extra thin suprefoundations are
far the best for the production of
comb, which will compare in quality
and lightness with natural comb. It
seems certain that heavy foundations
resnlt in combs heavier than the
natural comb and that the increased
weight is due to thicker midribs and
thicker cell walls; but more to the
latter than to the former. Where the
cell walls are very high they were not
thinned down in the process of comb
building.

Experiments were tried with a
number of methods of using founda-
tions in sections. The different meth-
ods of nttaching starters are shown
in the figure, a to g- No appreciable
difference was noted in comb pro-
duced’ by using starters in the way
ghown in a, ¢ and d. The chief ad-
vantage of using a long narrow piece,
as seen at e, was that it had a tend-
ency to induce the building of work-
er comb throughout. It had, how-
ever, the advantage that its large size
gnd short line of attachment rem-
dered it easy to be torn loose.

Perhaps the best results were ob-
tained by the use of a long narrow
piece at the top of the section, as
shown at £. The use of small pieces
of foundations in the lower corners,
as shown at ¢, gave no beneficial re-
sults. The use of short strips in the
middle of the bottom of the seetion,
as shown at b, resulted in the some-
what firmer attachment of the combs.
Comhb built upon foundation iz al-
ways tougher and more waxy than
natural comb, and the bases of the

cells are darker in color.

Eince a thick comb has but one
midrib, and the walls of the cells are
heaviest nearest the midrib, it is evi-
dent that a thick comb will contain
relatively less wax and more honey
than o thin comb. In order to secure
comb honey, therefore, with the least
possible amount of wax, it is neces-
sary to have it built in sections that
will permit the greatest thickness of
camb.

Clearing Up BRoadsides.

For the time spent and outlay of
money nothing so adds to the appear-
ance and value of & farmasa well-kept
roadside. It speaks well for the farm-
or who owns it and keeps it in trim,
for it shows his artistic taste, pro-
gressiveness and energy. Early spring
is the best time for clearing the rond-
sides of bushes, briars and weeds,
which should be eut, piled and burned,
Where the rains have made the road-
side rough and uneven, plowing and
grading would add to its appearance,
but should the road be several feet
lower than the surrounding flelds this
would involve too much labor. If grass
seed is to be sown, sew early in the
spring. Rail fences are vnsightly, but
a wire fence adds to the appearance
and does not obstruct the view. For
shade trees maples are most beautiful
and satisfactory, and pothing adds so
much to the beauty of the farm, and
comfort of the traveler along the road
ag a thrifty shade tree. Thesze can he
set out at long distanees apart. Some
geven years Ago a progressive farmer
acquaintance planted maple trees upon
either side of the road that ran past
his home. The trees have made rapid
growth and shade the road, reminding
one of a city street. These improve-
ments cost but little,—Prairie Farmer.

= THE A-SHAPED C00B.

| smitable far Localities Where Nelther

Cats, Rats Yor Other Animnals
Menace the Chickn,

A eomman form of coop for hen and

chickens is shown in the illustration.

This coop is easily made. By it the old
hen is kept in restraint while the

COOP WITH SLIDING ELAT.

chicks have their freedom, heing able
to go in and out under the slats. This
is suitable for localitiee where cats,
rais and other animals do not menuce
the chicks.—Farmers' Review.

WANTS TO KEEP BEES.

Advice to n Farmer Who Is Dealroms
of Taking Up Heekeeping ns »
Side Isane,

A reader wants to know what it
takes to commence with, and about
how many colonies one person can at-
tend to, giving the business about half
of his time.

How to begin beekeeping, depends
to some extent upon the amount of
knowledge one may have of the busi-
ness before he begins. If he is strietly
an amateur, and has no knowledge of
scientific beekeeping, he should study
the subject some before going into it.
Oune may begin successfully with one
or two colonies, and with the assist-
ance of books on the late management
of bees, soon learn the entire business,
and this would be a proper way to
start.

There are plenty of good works on
bee culture that give all the details in
their hanagement; besides a number
of monthly and weekly bee journala
that will keep one posted on the latest
discoveries and improvemnts. With
a thorough study of some good text
book, and a few colonies of hees to
practice on, to prove to yourself the
t/ruth'of what yon read, you can socon
master all there is to it.

On the other hand, if one has a
knowledge of the business to some ex-
tent, he may start in with more bees,
but unless he is an expert, it is not
safe to go in too deep. Failure would
be sure to follow one who would buy
out some large apiary, and start it
without experienced help, if he had but
little knowledge of the husiness him-
self. The matter of starting with bees
with the intention of going into it ex-
tensively, depends somewhat uporn
yourlocalityas a good honeyproducer
or whether or not many bees are there
Lept. Tocalities may be overstocked,
%0 that the crop of honey cannot reach
a profitable basis. But this is rather
the exception in most localities.

One can easily attend to 100 colonies
and give them half his time.—A. H.
Duff, in Rural Voice.

CLOVER FOR POULTRY.

For Esx Fr i nt All 8
the Year This Crop Certainly
Hes No Equal,

Experience has demonstrated the
value of clover for egg producing time
and again. Clover has just the mate-
rial in it to form egg shell, and hence
it becomes an essential part of every
ration fed to the chickens. It may not
be generally understood that there are
nearly 30 pounds of lime contained in
each thousand pounds of clover. The
chickens fed daily with clover will
consequently prove better egg Iayers
than those denied it. The clover hay
should be given to chickens in winter
in gquantities sufficient to satisfy them,
and to make them eat more it is desir-
able sometimes to prepare it in various
ways. Cook and chop it up and mix it
with meal or other articles. This will
sometimes induce the hens toconsume
a great amount of clover each day. Cut
up into short lengths and mixed with
warm mash, and then fed only as fast
as the chickens will elean it up each
day, is probably the most economical
way to feed the clover. Bome cut the
second crop of clover und place it inthe
poultry yard for the chicken=s to eat
and scratch over at pleasure. Thig of
itaelf i= all right, but it iz rather waste-
ful. More than half the clover will be
lost, and the chickens do not actually
eat much more than the leaves. The
stalks contmin most of the ime, and
these should be prepared so the chick-
ens will consume them. Of all foods
that can be raised on a farm for poul-
try, clover is ngt only the best, but
probably the cheapest, and a fleld of it
is as essential to success as & pasture
fleld is necessary to the success of
dairying.—Annie C. Webster, in Massa-
chusetts Plowman,

A Unigue FEgg Produeer.

Something more likely to meet a
hen'’s taste than “red nlbumen” is de-
scribed in a Chicago letter. What was
a scourge in Nebraska has now become
of value in a commercial way. A ma-
chine was invented to kill grasshop-
pers called the “hopperdozer.” 1 does
the work all right, but heretofore the
grasshoppers have been wasted. Now
the killed grasshoppers are left in
wind rows in the field, where they are
dried after an exposure to the sun and
reduced to powder, after which they
are pressed and converted inte molid
bricks. These bricks are shipped to
poultry raisers, who find it good food
for hens, as it is great encourager of
egg production. It is not necessary to
grind these bricks, but merely to break

\ them into pieces and soften with wa-

ter. The hens like them exceedingly
well and thrive on the diet.

Produneing Ponliry Breeds.

Any farmer may make a new breed
if he has the patience to select care-
fully of the best, note their character-
isties, discard all undesirable speci-
mens and work on until his object is
accomplished. It is, however, always
in order for him to select his next
year's stock from the best of those he
has. The farmer of the present day
has B great advantage in having the
pure breeds ready established as a
foundation upon which he can improve
or build something better, hence his
labors will be casy and light compared
with the difficulties in the way of the
pioneer breeders who _prodnced the

i breeds we are familiar with at the

present day.—Farm and Fireside,

MORE SCIENCZE NEEDED.

Te Make wneni-Grnwlng a Success
Cultural Methods Must Be Stud-
ied Careinlly.

The question of wheat growing
must ever remain & Jarge one in Amer-
ican agriculture. There are many lo-
calities where other crops cam be
grown more profitably than wheat,
and in such localities it is evident that
wheat growing should be abandoned
except as an incidental crop. But we
have, especially in the west, vast
stretches of land that can be used only
in the growing of wheat. Wheatiza
money-grain. It always has a value
that may be determined by a little fig-
uring. It cam always be disposed of at
onee.

In the great semi-arid region of the
west the attempts to grow wheat have
been maried by both signal suceesses
and signal failures. We cite the wheat
erop of Kansas this year. Itis certain-
ly a money maker. When we consider
that wheat was grown—much of it—
on low-priced land, we can see what it
means to the farmers there. A man
has perhaps purchased land at five
dollars per acre. He has failed with
most crops on that land. But mow
comes 4 crop that in a single year en-
ables him to wipe out the mortgage.
This phase of the situation will always
induce men in those regions is try
wheat growing.

Tt only requires the application of
seience to make wheat growing & sue-
cess nearly every year in what wé eall
the semi-erid region. This is shown
by the fact that some Russian farm-
ers that settled in McPherson, Ellis,
Graham, Harvey and other connties of
Kansas have had gnod erops of wheat
every year, even when their neighbors
have failed signally. These Russian
farmers came from regions where
wheat growing is carried on wunder
harder conditions than those that ex-
ist generally in the lands under diseus-
sion. Cultural methods and varieties
of seed must be more systematisally
studied.

CONVENIENT LADDER.

fin Dealgner, an Indiana Farmer,
G id It 8 lor to Other
Similar Contrivancens.

A ladder which can be echanged
from a step ladder to n straighid in a
{gw momenta is something which
every farmer should have. The idea
is explained in the saccompanying
cut, the two parts being chown ene
above the other ready tov be put to-
gether. The npper round of the
wider ladder should be run thzeugh
the slots in the smaller one. The
slots shonld be itwo and ens-haM
inches long and just as wide as the

HANDY FARM LADDER.

round. The notches in the end of the
inside ladder should rest firmly in
the second round of the wider or out-
gide ladder, and the motches im the
end of thet one on the projesting
ends of the round of the narrow eme.
The sides are made of 13,3314 inehes,
bass wood or poplar. When put te-
gether as & long ladder it is mearly
as strong as if made of one pieece.
It takes but a moment to pell i

‘apart enough to shut it up for a step

ladder; is handy for picking #euit
from irees, etc,—J. L. Vestal, im
Epitomist.

GENERAL FARM NOTES.

8alt put on manure heaps will dand
to prevent firefranging.

Lovk over the implements to mes if
repairs are needed. Then repair shem,
and not wait until they come inio use.

Is your cellar properly ventilated?
Most cellars are dadip and the air fm-
pure and are not healthy, The family
lives over the cellar usually and sheulkd
not be required to breathe impurithes.

A farmer who kept 40 head of aatile
and 40 horses uszed well-cured weern
fodder chafled and fed with grain
ground and mixed with it and claimed
it was worth as much as the corm it-
self.

Wheat bran is valuable not nlone for
its nutirition. Itiran excellent alterna-
tive for stock fed on meadow hay. Fer
milch ¢ows it should be made into a
mash.—Agricola, in N. Y. Tribeme
Farmer,

The Beet Sugur Indwstry.

The industry is becoming widely dif-
fused, being already initiated m 11
states by 41 factories, TUnder amy
probable conditions, that portiea of
onr supply from Europe must decline.
Either the beet-sugar industry will be

‘rapidly extended here, or the sapply

will come from the cane sugar of
Cuba and Hnwaii or other tropieal re-
gions, where the industry is now firm-
Iy established and profitable. ©ur
cane production of the Mexican Gulf
const region is increasing, and will
probably increase, though its predue-
tion costs more and is less eeréain
than in the tropical islands, where the
industry promises r mew and rapii
advancé.—Country Gentleman.

Convenlent BDushel Craten,

A hushel contains 2,548 cubic tuehes
and can be made by canstructing a hox
or crate whose inside dimensioms are
14x14x13 inches. Such crates sewtain
a bushel when level full. For the end
pieces select one-inch pine boarda, 13
inches wide, and sBaw them in 4-inch
lengths, cut hand holes parallel with
the grain of the wood near one edee.
This may be done with an auger, the
roughness being cut down with a
chisel. Next, saw good, strong, four-
foot lath into 16-inch lengths. Xail six
of these to the end picces to form the
bottom and five to form each of tha
sides. These crates are inexpensive,
durable and easily made.—National
Btockman. i




