
Rev. T. De Witt almage
His Retive bife. His Sernmon for Many YearsPublished WLeekly in Hund da of Papers

in This and Other untries.

EV. T. .DEWITT TA.MAGE, D. D.31..

One of the world's greatest preach-
ers has passed away. Rev. T. De Witt I
Talmage, having devoted his life and l
wonderful talents to the pointing of i
others to the way of eternal life, has
at last himself stepped over into the

larger, fuller life of God's eternal day. 1

The tenement house of clay has been 1

given up for the one not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens. The
glories of the future home of the
soul, which has been so often elo-
quently and graphically portrayed by
Dr. Talmage in his sermons, has burst

upon his vision as he sees face to
face and realizes the force of the

Scripture which his lips have spoken
so many times: "Eye hath not seen,
nor ear heard, neither have entered
into the heart of man the things
which God hath prepared for them
that love Him."

Death has been swallowed up in
victory. As he fell asleep in Jesus
and awoke in His likeness, this
valiant soldier of the Lord Jesus
Christ could exclaim in ringing tones
of triumph: "O death, where is thy

sting? 0 grave, where is thy vic-

tory?" And as he passed on into the
presence of his King and Saviour, the
minor <:.train of the words: "The

st•ig of'Jlath' is sin; and the
strength of sin is the law" have been
lost in the mighty chorus of the re-
deemedw itht - Which his voice has

miugleA as'they sing: "But thanks
be to God, which, giveth us the vic-

tory through ou 2drd Jesus Christ."
Dr. Talna 

s g'
w a s a firm believer in

the Bible as the Word of God. The

higher criticism could never shake his
faith in the realities of all the Bible
set forth. He frequently declared
that he believed every jot and tittle
of it between the covers of the book,
every word of it as it stands. And it
was because of this that his preach-

ing was so vivid and forceful. He be-
lieved what he spoke. Did he speak
of hell,'he painted it as a reality
and made his hearers believe, that
when the Bible talked about hell it
meant exactly what it said. Did he
undertake to set forth the realities
of heaven, his graphic portrayal of

Scriptdral passages on the subject
carried his hearers up to the very

gates until they could almost see the
white robed throngs passing through
the golden streets. The pictures
which he drew at times were start-

ling, and his illustrations striking and
forcible. Bible characters as he
talked about them became living
realities and that vagueness which

generally surrounds sacred history in
the minds of people was lifted, and
Moses and Elijah, Daniel and David,
and the others in the long list of
Bible heroes stood out with a vivid-

ness that held the wrapt attention of

his hearers and the readers of his

sermons.
He was dramatic and sensational in

his manner in the pulpit, but always

with the purpose of emphasizing the

message he- was delivering. On one

occasion, when it was time for him

to begin his sermon, he went to the

edge of the platform, buttoned his

coat, raised his arms and wheeling
suddenly about dashed in running

jumps across the platform, his arms

waving like the sails of a windmill,
his coat-tails flying behind him, and
his trousers working above his shoe

tops.
He had not spoken a word, and

some of his congregation were ready
to shriek, not knowing what to make

of it, when Mr. Talmage stopped
short, turned and walked back to the

center of the platform and ex-

claimed, as the beginning of his ser-

mon: "Young man, you're rushing
to destruction!" And amidst the pro-

found impression he had created he

preached powerfully of the dangers
of city life to young men who yielded

to temptation, and made them real-

ize that they stood on the very brink

of hell.
Dr. Talmage did not belong to a

class. He was a type by himself. His

sermons were unique. His comment

on his style of preaching was: "My

positive mode of preaching seems to

stir the hostilities of all earth and

hell." In telling the story of his

life he once said:
*"Feeling called upon 15 years ago

to explore underground New York

city life, that I might report the

evils to be combatted. I took with

me two elders of my chu and a the
New York police commiss-r and a lar,

policeman, and I explored a report- pal
ed the horrors that needeemoval 1
and the allurements that eingered rell

our young men. There c upon tice
me an outburst of assumeddigna. of
tion that frightened almdsevery- the

body but myself. That. extation abc

put into my church 30 or 
4 0 spa. fail

per correspondents, from thbrth, of
south, east and west; whichened Ani
for me new avenues in wh to var

preach the Gospel that otlvise the
would never have been ted. yea
Years passed on and I preaq a suil
series of sermons on amuselts, am]
and a false report of what I day titi
roused a violence that threatenbe dor
with poison and dirk and pistold tra
other forms of extinguishment, it nov
the chief of the Brooklyn p, hisi
without any suggestion from the
took possession of the' church ` ists

24 policemen to see that no ha icai
was done." as 1

Dr. Talmage is said to have reac cla:

a far greater number of people w.tile

his sermons than any other preacQue
er. The sermons he delivered to h F

congregation on Sunday appear$tra

Monday morning in a syndicate dor

papers in this and other countrielty
and through these channels it is esoc

timated that they reached 50,000,000,t
readers. He also made his influencelt
felt as editor of the Christian Herald-
and as a constant contributor ' to
numerous periodicals, and was a
voluminous writer of books. He
edited the Christian at Work from

1873 to 1876; the Advance of Chicago
in 1877 and 1878 and more recently
Frank Leslie's Sunday Magazine.

Among his writings were the fol-
lowing: "Crumbs Swept Up," 1870;
four volumes of sermons, 1872-1875;
"Abominations of Modern Society,"

1872; "Old Wells Dug Out," 1874;
"Sports that Kill," 1875: "Night Sides
of City Life," 1878; "The Brooklyn
Tabernacle, a Collection of 104 Ser-

mons," 1884; "The Marriage Ring,"
1 ee

Among his lectures the more prom-
inent were the ones on the Holy Land
and Athens, the material for which he
gathered on his travels. The Univer-
sity of New York conferred on him
the degree of A. M. in 1862, and he re-
ceived that of D. D. from the Univer-
sity of Tennessee in 1884.

This busy, helpful, noble life of serv-
ice was begun at Bound Brook, N. J.,
in 1832. He was the youngest of 12
children, five girls and seven boys. His
father, David T. Talmage, was a farm-
er and well known for his decision of
character and good humor, while his
mother coupled keen wit with marked
amiability, traits which found a happy
combination in the boy who was des-
tined to fill the world with the sound
of his powerful preaching.

When he was 18 years of age Dr. Tal-
mage entered the University of New
York city, but did not complete the
course there, taking up instead the
study of law. Not long after this he
determined to enter the ministry, a
calling which two of his uncles, a
brother-in-law and three brothers
were following, and in later years Dr.
Talmage was gratified to see his own
son Frank enter the ministry,and he is
at the present time filling a suc-
cessful pastorate at Chicago. Mr.
Talmage completed' his theological
training at the New Brunswick theo-
logical seminary in 1856.

He became pastor of the Reformed
Dutch church in Belleville, N. J.
Later he went to Syracuse, and while
holding a pastorate there he married
his first wife, Miss Avery, of Brook-
lyn. Soon after he went to Philadel-
phia as pastor of the Second Reformed
Dutch church, where he remained
seven years. While in Philadelphia
Dr. Talmage received three calls at
once, to Chicago, San Francisco and
Brooklyn. His fame as a pulpit orator
had spread wide, afid power to attract
worshipers to his church brought de-
mands for his services from many
places. It was in 1869 that he accept-
ed the call to the Central Presbyterian
church of Brooklyn,4. Y.

Dr. Talmage preached in the old
church in Brooklyn for 15 months and
then the congregation and member-
ship outgrew the sanctuary. The or-
ganization therefore decided to build
the first Brooklyn tabernacle. It was
in the form of a horseshoe and in-

closed half an acre. It was burned
in 1872, after standing two years, dur-
ing which time the 3,400 seats proving
inadequate the capacity of the build-
ing was increased 500 more. Work was
at once begun on a new tabernacle,
which was dedicated February 22, 1874,
with seats for 5;000 persons. It was
then the largest Protestant church in
America. After the church edifice had
burned for the third time, in 1889, Dr.
Talmage resigned his pastorate of
25 years, not asking his congregation
to build a fourth time. In 1894 he ac-
cepted a call to the pastorate of the
First Presbyterian church in Washing-
ton, D. C., and had made his home in
that city up to the time of his death.

Dr. Talmage's first wife was
drowned in the Schuylkill river during
his Philadelphia pastorate, and two
years later he married again, his wife
being Miss Susan C. Whittemore, of
Brooklyn, by-whom he had several chil-
dren. Two children, a boy and girl,
were born to him of his first marriage.

With the impressive funeral services
in the Church of the Covenant at
Washington and the interment of the
remains in the family plot at Brook-
lyn, passes from the activities of the
earth life one of the greatest factors
in the religious forces of the past
century, but his words and his deeds
live on. Like the ripples spreading out
in ever-widening circle, the influence
on the lives of the thousands who
heard and read his sermons will con-
tinue and Talmage, the great preacher,
though dead, will continue to speak.

WILLIS S. EDSON.

HAM FAIR IN PARIS.

Peeulliar Feature of Holy Week That
Has Been a French Institutlon

for Centuries.

"Ham Fair" in Paris, is a peculiarlocal
institution that has existed for cen-
turies. It is always held at the close
of Holy Week, and had its origin in the
custom, more or less universal in many
European countries, for the peasants
to terminate the long fasts of Lent by
repasts in which ham figured as the
chief food. From the country the cus-
tom was introduced into the cities, and
everywhere throughout France, as, in-
deed, generally throughout Europe,
the Easter morning breakfast consists
largely of fried ham, says a London
paper.

The "Ham Fair" is one of the few old
relics of a past age that exist prac-
tically unchanged among the customs
of the Paris of to-day. Pretty much
the same sights are to be seen there-
abouts these days as characterized the
fairs of hundreds of years ago. One
of the chief thoroughfares in the St.
Antoine quarter of the city, the Boule-
vard Richard-Lenoir, is the place where
the "Ham Fair" has been held for many
years. It is a wide street, admirably
suited for such a purpose, for there is
ample room in the railway for the mul-
titude of booths and stalls of the ven-
dors without blocking the ordinary
traffic. It is in a section of the city re-
nowned as the scene of many desperate
historical episodes, particularly during
the reign of terror, and which novel-
ists have rendered familiar to Amer-
ican readers by their description of it
as/the hot-bed of the most dangerous
classes of the French capital. The Bas-,tile stood right in the heart of the

1Quartier St. Antoine.
b From end to end of the long avenue
:-tretches a continuous chain of ven-

dors' stalls of every conceivable vari-ietty. Some of them are big pretentious

esboths, decked out in flags of all na-00bns and otherwise lavishlyfestooned,

wcelt the majority of them are simplyaldprovised stands rigged from the

to Tr end of country wagons and push
M-Sgeneral appearance the thorough-

looks not unlike an old-time street
any American cities on a market
and before market houses were
hon. A close inspection, however,
=Is hundreds of odd sights and pic-

n
t

ue phases observed nowhere
eh the world outside of a Paris
"

1
Fair." To the, residents of the

q9r the occasion is a general holi-
dahey march up and down the
stidling or marketing, as the case
ma, and renewing acquaintances
witnds from the country who had
notn seen in the neighborhood
sint year's fair day. Peasants
frorparts of France, in their di-
tincmostumes, ad an infinite vari-
ety b picture.

ATLIFLOWER TRUST.

One gsed by Leon Island Farm.
eUReported to Be Doing

Good umsiness.

Som4g Island farmers estab-
lished t a year ago what has
come tknown as the cauliflower
trust, headquarters at River-
head. -st annual meeting was
held rec at the Riverhead court-
house, ri the New York Sun.

The antion has prospered, for
when it tarted only 25 farmers
attendedmeeting, while at the
recent m~ there were 300 farm-
ers preseeports showed that 459
members,;senting an acreage of
1,400, shipst season 100,000 pack-
ages of cver, the total freight
rate rebapon which were $4,-
570.33, andof this the expenses
of the ass!n were paid.

The den 3r and the supply of
caujiflowert always correspond,
and usuall supply from Long
Island farqeeds the demand in
New York ts. The plan of the
trust to ohthis difficulty is to
build pickliises with cold stor-
age plants, tree of these build-
ings will bead in a year.

When the t becomes glutted
with caulifloe farmer will send
his cauliflowthe salting houses.
When the de$ greater than the
supply there no salting done.
This one so loss in raising
cauliflower one away with.

Siberia has tly not been abol-
ished as a penny. Reports from
St. Petersburg that many stu-
dents who we ed in the recent
demonstratio een exiled to Si-
beria, though ly short terms.
Nicholas II., it id a year or two
ago, had stop ing prisoners to
Siberia. The r of the railroads
through that c , however, will
ultimately do 'o the ukase of
czars could tow eking the penal
colony obsolete s isblation that
made Siberia a -away place for
the dangerous of Russia.

HilE ISLE. OF PINES.

It May Become a Possession of the
United States.

Iieh in Natural Resources and Un-
excelled in Scenic Beauty-An

Ideal Winter Resort for
Invalids.

[Special Correspondence.]A CCORDING to President Roose-
velt's proclamation the new
constitutional government` of

Cuba will be inaugurated May 20.
Immediately thereafter the subject
of treaties with the island govern-
ment will be taken up and, among
,ther things, the determintaion of
the status of the Isle of Pines. It
will be remembered that this island
was omitted from the constitutional
bodndaries of Cuba, fixed by the
army bill of March 2, 1901, the title
to it being left to future adjustment
by treat'y. In well-informed circles
it is taken for granted that the Unit-
ed States will formally annex the is-
land, which 'is of immense strategic
value, besides being one of the most
beautiful strips of country in the
world.

The division of insular affairs at
Washington has just prepared an in-
teresting pamphlet on the islanfl,
from which it appears that it lies in
a deep bight off the southern coast
of western'Cuba, about 35 miles from
the nearest point of the mainland.
It is 65 miles S. S. W. of Batabano,
the Cuban end of the steamer line,
and is in communication with the
United States via Batabano (65 miles
water), and Havana (25 miles rail)
to Miami, Fla., 238 miles (total dis-
tance, water and rail); 350 miles to
Tampa, Fla.; 810 miles to New Or-
leans, La., and 713 miles to Pensa-
cola, Fla.

Owing to the numerous keys which
surround the island on the Caribbean
sea side, its defense can be accom-
plished at very little expense by
means of mines.

The Isle of Pines is 986 square
miles in area, or very nealy the size
of the state of Rhoda Island. It has
a population of 3,199.

In its physical features it .is very
picturesque.

In general, the surface is a plateau
pf 50 to 100 feet above the sea level,

SCENE ON A COFFEE PLANTATION IN ISLE OF PINES.

broken by ridges, the most remark-
able summits being the Sierra de la
Canada, 1,600 feet; Daguilla, 1,500
(from the summit of which may be
had a view of- the entire island);
Sierra de los Caballos, 1,074 feet;
Mount Casas, composed of beautiful
marbles of various colors, and Mount
Cristales of various height, its sides
being covered with green-rock crys-
tals.

The southern part, comprising
about one-third of the entire area,
is an impassable cienaga or salt
bayou and lagoon, interspersed by is-
lets and rocky ledges and occupied
by fishermen.

The island has a number of rivers of
excellent water, the most important
of which are the Nuevas, five to ten
feet deep, and navigable four or five
miles; the Sierra de Casas, near the
mouth of which is situated Nueva Ger-
ona, and accessible by vessels drawing
five feet.

The Isle of Pines is connected with
a labyrinth of reefs and islets, of
which the best known are the Jardines,
so named from verdure-clad islets
strewn like "gardens" amid blue wa-
ters, and from which fresh water bub-
bles up from the deep, flowing prob-

MAP OF ISLE OF PINES.

ably in subterranean galleries from
the mainland.

The mineral springs, for which the
island has a world-wide reputation, are
remrakable especially in pulmonary,
rheumatic and throat affections.

A dhemical analysis shows the wa-
ters to be impregnated with oxygen
and carbonic acid gases, chloride of
sodium, sulphate of lime, carbonate
of lime, iron, magnesia, chloride of
calcium, nitrate of lime, silex and ex-
tractic organic matetr. Temperature
of water, 82 degrees Fahrenheit.

The climate is described as "deli-
eious, the air pure and balmy and, not.
withstanding the island being sur-
rounded by water, is considered dry.
'ne winds coming from the sea aad

passing over the pine forests are gen-
tle apd invigorating." The year is di-
vided into two seasons. The wet (Iun-
viosa) or summer, June until October.
The hottest hours from ten to 12 a. m.
About 2:30 p. m. the breeze (la vir-
azon) blowing in from the sea mod-
erates the temperature.

The dry season( seca), or winter,
extends from October to June, with
occasional visitations tfrom November
t February of los nortes. The an-
nual rainfall ranges from 50 to 52
Inches, or less than on the gulf coast
of the states. The average rainy days
is ten in the month, and the average
humiditj for the year, 75 per cent.

The mean annual temperature is TI
degrees. The prevailing winds are the.
northeast trades, which blow but lit-
tie variation throughout the year, nen-
dering the nights cool both in winter
and summer.

The range of temperature between
summer and winter rarely xceeds
a mean of 11 degrees.

Hurricanes are less frequent than
in Cuba .

The inhabitants of the island are
Spanish and colored, and exhibit in
their intercourse with strangers a
dignified and kindly spirit. The lan-
guage is Spanish.

The island has two towns and one
port. Neuva Gerona (New Gerona),
the capital and second town in size, is
on the left bank of the Sierra de las
Casas river, two miles above its mouth,
on the north coast. It is advantage-
ously situated on a picturesque plat-
eau, between the Caballos and Casas
mountains at the base of the latter,
about 30 feet above the sea. It is well
drained, and, exposed to the constant
breezes from the sea, free from ma-
larial influence. Its water comes
from a magnesian spring, said to be
very beneficial in cases of stomach
trouble, and baths have been built into
which water from the saxpe spring is
conducted. Population, 1,000. In-
valids arriving at this town proceed
to Santa Fe, about the center of the
island, 15 miles in a southeasterly di-
rection, over an American-built road.
It is also an American post office.

Santa Fe is situated on the left bank
of the river of the same name, 15 miles
south-southeast of Nueva Gerona,
and has an American post office. The
port of the town, Jucaro, is about
seven miles distant. Santa Fe is a
place of 1,050 inhabitants, and has
thermal baths and medicinal springs
of magnesia and iron, favorably
known and patronized from Havana
in the summer.

Jucaro, the port of Santa Fe, at a
distance of seven miles, is connected
by a fine road. A steamer touches
here once a week. The means of
communication with Santa Fe is by
the volante or ox cart. There is
also a telephone to Santa Fe pro-
jected.

In addition to these three impor-
tant centers are 26 villages and ha-
ciendas scattered throughout the is-
land. Of the land lying north of the
Cienaga, the swamp and low ground
with .mangroves is estilated at 2

per cent.; the savannas or meadows
covered with these mangroves and
scrub palmetto at 25 per cent.; land
of doubtful agricultural value, 14
per cent.; rich land, 10 per cent.;
mountains and steep hills, 5 per
cent.; pine lands unsuitable for ag.
riculture, 25 per cent.

Of the land denominated rich, a
very small percentage is actually
under cultivation, but the nature of
the grdwth upon it shows the value
of the soil.

As an example of the variety of
product, a finca or farm of less than
33 acres actual cultivation produces
coffee, 'sugar, chocolate (cocoa), co
coanuts, plantains, bananas, boniatos
(sweet potatoes), rice, beans, let-
tuce, tobacco, honey, fowls, pigs and
cattle.

Of the staple, tobacco, the island
exported in 1899 about 5,000 bales (of
100 pounds each), selling in Havana
at the highest market rates. The
cultivation of sugar in 1900 was con-
fined to a single estate. It is also
reported that the island is adapted
to the growth of rubber.

The minerals are marble, kaolin,
gold, iron and salt. The quality of
the marble is reported to be avail:
able for the finest statuary, the color
being the purest white.

Its valuable trees are mahogany,
lignum vitae, coco-wood from which
reed instruments are made, cedrella
odorata, used to make cigar boxes,
log wood, pine and royal palm.

Fruits and nuts, both cultivated
and wild, are celebrated for their
quality and abundant varieties, the
principal being alligator pear,
banana, cocoanuts, guava, mangoes,
oranges and pineapples.

The mechanical industries are to
bacco manufacturing, quarrying.
weaving for home consumption, cut.
ting and sawing lumber and working
into poles and railroad ties, and
charcoal burning; also forest prod-
ucts, turpentine, pitch and tar. ,

Another industry is fishing the
shallow adjacent waters abounding
in fine marketable fish, lobsters and
turtles.

At the close of 1899 there were
4,164 borned cattle, 1,231 horses, 144
mules and 3,396 hogs and goats.

The island was discovered by Co.
lumbus in 1494, who named it "La
Evangelista." In the administration
of Cuba it became a dependency of
Havana, of which province it is a mu.
nicipality (district). It constitutes
an ayuntamiento or municipal dins 1
trict of the judicial district of Be.
jucal, province of Habana, instituted
in 1880, with its seat at Nueva
Gerona. It was reorganized in July,
1899, under American military control.

Among the various American en-
terprises may be mentioned a new
hotel, an ice plant, a dentist's office,
a grocery establishment, blacksmith
shop, turpentine plant and orange
growing and truck gardening for
United States markets. Prospectors
interested in other occupations are
also looking over the ground.

No Reeiproeety.
"I never talk scandal," said Miss

Cayenne.
"Why not?"
"For fear of interrupting some one

else who knows more scandal than '
do."-Washington Star.

SOON TO FIND OUT.

--Chicago o e

The Spring Poet---"Now, what rhymes with .rill'9"
. 1. .

-Chicago Record- erald.
The Spring Poet---"Now, what rhymes with 'rill'?"

MODERN FIRE DEPARTMENTS.'

Maehine Guas and Extinguishing
Powder Take the Pliaceo Steam

Engines and Water.

Rapid firing machine guns instead of
steam engines, and extinguishing pow-
der in place of water, may soon mark
the advance of the fire departments of
the world in their methods of fighting
fires. Before the century is a year
older, modernly adapted and applied
artillery may have begun to super-
sede the steam fire engine and its ap-
purtenances in New York, Chicago,
Philadelphia, and other large cities of
this country and Europe. Human in-
genuity has virtually already worked
out this new problem of converting the
engines of warfare to this novel and
more peaceful function of battling
with flames. It is said to be feasible,
practical, and its realization is almost
at hand, says the Chicago Tribune.

More than half the problem has al-
ready been worked out by a New York
man, who is now manufacturing, un-
der government patent, a chemical ex-
tinguishing powder by a secret for-
mula. He has also worked out the
principle of molding this powder into
balls of any size and of constructing
them in a way that will make them ex-
plode when shot into contact with a
burning building. This much accom-
plished, he, together with others in
New York, Philadelphia and Chicago,
has employed some of the most em-
inent mechanical engineers and gun-
makers in the country to fashion a
machine gun for throwing the balls in
question on and into buildings as high
as 30 stories. In fact, several inven-
tions to accomplish this purpose have
already been made and patented, but
the promoters are not yet quite satis-
fed with the result obtained. That a
modernly adjusted and practical gun
will be evolved for the fire fighting,
however, there is not the slightest
question.

Behind the enterprise is more than
enough capital to exploit it success-
fully. It is being worked out quietly,
though a year has already been spent,
chiefly in experimenting on the artil-
lery phase of the project. So far but
the merest outlines of the great pur-
pose of the promoters have leaked out
to the public. They are guarding their
secret, and will continue to do so un-
til everything is perfected and in read-
iness to spring upon the world. It is
only recently that one of the most
eminent expert mechanical engineers
of Chicago was asked and agreed to
take up the work of perfecting a suit-
able and practk!;l machine gun to su-
persede the fire engine in the function
of doing battle with fires.

Instead of the roaring and sputter-
ing fire engines stationed about a big
fire, throwing thousands of gallons of
water a minute in many streams to a
height of 200 feet or more, instead of
the thousands of feet of hose strewn
and tangled along the streets, like
huge snakes, blocking traffic of all
kinds and congesting the thorough-
fares for squares, instead of a hundred
and one familiar scenes incident to the
burning of a large building in a big
city-there will come with the new
methods scenes more novel and inter-
esting at first.

Contemplate the modern fire depart-
ment of artillery bombarding a burn-
ing structure in New York, Chicago,
Philadelphia from every vantage
ground. Twenty or more rapid fir-
ing machine guns, propelled and op-
erated by electricity, and a detail of
15 gunners are shooting extinguish-
ing chemical powder balls into the
windows and on top of the building.
The balls explode on contact, dis-
seminate over the blaze zone, and
drop like a sheet over the flames,
smothering and snuffing them out
like a breath directed against a can-
dle light. There will be little chance
for the fire to gain headway, so ef-
fectively will this pulverized powder
accomplish its purpose. The noise
from the detonating guns will have
been reduced to a minimum less than
that incident to the firing of an ordi-
nary pistol of small caliber.

The powder which is now being
used in a small measure for the same
purpose as it is proposed to usq it
on a greater scale is made of chem-
ical with a charcoal, as harmless to
breathe as the impurities that now
pervade the atmosphere. In fact,
those who have experimented with it
and tested it say that its eftect upon
the air is to purify it, as charcoal
does water drained through it. The
modern fire machine gun will be
mounted upon pneumatic tired
wheels, supporting a carriage, and in-
stead of the lumbering noise of the
fire engine and the like over cobble-
stone pavements and car tracks,
which is familiar to the average citi-
zen, fire runs will be made with

such noiseless ease that one will
hardly know that there is a fire in
his neighborhood save by the clang-
ing bells of the rushing artillery ap-
paratus.

In point of economy tle modern
appliances will, it is claim , cut the
expense of a fire department in a big
city to a third or more less than they
are at present. It is claimed that the
use of the chemical extinguishing
powder will work a vast saving to
property owners in salvage, to say
nothing of the economy in expense-
to a city. It is a fact that the great-
est loss from fire is caused by water.
Such damage will be obviated by the
new methods proposed. It is cer-
tain that fewer firemen and horses
will be necessary under the new
regime. Nor will the expense of
maintaining equipment for fire en-
gines and the like-hose wagons and
reels and hose, for instance-be half
so. great, according to the best esti-"
mates.

INSULT FROM WILD TURKEY.

The Mortifying Experience of a
Southern Sportsman with One of

the Woodland Wits.

4The wild turkey, called by Choctaws
and Cherokees in different tongues the
"wit of the woods," is supposedby old
hunters to have intelligence above
that of other birds. In general it has.
Yet sometimes it nods like Homer,
and sometimes it displays the indiffer-
ent recklessness of a cross between
D'Artagnan and dear old "Oudia's"
hero, Bertie Cecil, says the New York
Sun.

C. S. Stribling lives near the lower
part of the San Antonio river, a few
miles above its debouchment into the
Gulf .of Mexico. Wild turkeys are
plentiful in the region and he kills
a good many of them.

In winter it is never more than three
miles from his house to a roost. When
he wants turkey meat he saddles his
pony before daylight, rides within a
quarter of a mile of the roost, dis-
mounts, walks stealthily to the bur-
dened trees, waits until he can see a
round black form between him and
the sky, knocks one over and goes
home.

Mr. Stribling does not pretend to
be a sportsman in the finer sense of the
term, in fact he raises cotton as a
means of keeping in debt, but he likes
turkey, especially when it is self-fla-
vored with nuts and wild pepper.

The river runs by his home and is
30 yards wide. Directly across from
his front yard grows a solitary cypress
that is probably 150 feet high.

One forenoon, while sitting on his
front gallery and enjoying) a cob-pipe
he had been blackening for five years,
Stribler glanced toward the cypress
and saw perched upon its top a wild
gobbler whose burnished feathers
shone in the sun. It stood calmly with
head erect enjoying the air and the

.placid river beneath.
Stribleri laid down the pipe care-

fully, walked into his bedroom, picked
up his rifle of .44 caliber, and went
back to the gallery. He knew that he
would be forced to goahalf-mile down-
stream to the nearest ford, cross,
come back upstream, go back down-
stream and come back upstream in
order to retrieve, but did not propose
to be insulted.

He shoots well. He leaned firmly
against the end post of the gallery, got
the tip of the front sight on the base
of the black beard which hung from
the gobbler's breast, held it there for
a moment, smiled as it occurred to him
that the thing was too easy, and
pressed the trigger firmly and stead-
ily.

There was the usual sharp crack,
which sounded doubly loud in the still-
ness of morning, but the turkey was
unmoved. It evinced no curiosity.

Stribling triad it again, a little more
carefully, and with less confidence;
same result. He said: "I may be get-
ting old and wrinkled in the face, but
I'll bet the farm and all it costs me
that I can make it move." " Same re-
sult.

That was all the cartridges he had.
He walked to the bank of the river
and yelled at the bird. It looked dowq
at him and sailed away.

Tenant Farming.

One of the striking things shown by
the last census is the remarkable in-
crease of tenant farming. The per-
centage of farms operated by tenants
showed a considerable increase by the
census of 1890. For the whole country,
this percentage has increased in the
last ten years nearly twice as fast as
the percentage of population of the
nation, four times that of the purely
agricultural population, and twice
that of the farms operated by their
owners.-Pittsburg Dispatch.


