
1O LONGER A DREAM

The D.sert Will Be Made to Blos-
som as the Rose.

IrrlaRttos Bill Reeently Praeed byConarea Will Stimulate the
api4d Deveolpment -of the

arid Weet.

[Special Washington Letter.]
T is said t3 be possible to irrigate
a large portion of the great desertof Sahara by making openings forthe Mediterranen sea and flooding the

vast acreage; but by retaining controlover the waters so that the desert shallnot become an additional sea. All
things are apparently possible to mod-ern civil engineering and some of us
may live to see the desert blossom asthe rose.

When the fathers and mothers of to-day were school children they studied
geographies which showed upon theirmaps of the countrywest of Omahaand Kansas City, a vas territory thenunknown and denominated "TheGreat American Desert." That wasonly 35 or 40 years ago. Just think of
what an immense empire has been de-veloped in that short space of time.
Ever since the railroads penetrated
the wilds and vastnesses and stretched
their arms to the golden gate our peo-
ple have been approaching the problem
of reclaiming "The Great American
Desert," by irrigating its arid millionsof acres so that happy homes may
there be built of peoples comprising a
tremendous population.,

'It is a well-known fact that forestry
and irrigation must receive simultane-
ous attention. It is not too soon for
the general government to take cog-
nizance of the palpable fact that the
destruction of the forests in the great
lake region has affected the Mississippi
river within one generation. Unless
the trees shall receive protection the
river will run dry and become a glori-
ous reminiscence; and.future genera-
tions may place the "Father of Wa-
ters" among the myths of the aborig-
ines.

There was a time when the valley of
the Jordan was the most fertile and
beautiful in the then civilized world.
Solomon, reputed to have been excep-
tionally wise, began the destruction
of the forests in the hill country of
Lebanon. His successors continued
the crusade against the trees until the
hills became barren, and the Jordan a
miserable creek. The plain of Es-
draelon, which was famed for its fer-
t.ility and beauteous grandeur, became
as it is to-day, almost a hissing and a
byword for its barrenness.

Having a broad view of the lessons
to be learned from the past, and to be
applied to the present and immediate
future, President Rooseveltin his mes-
sage to the congress last December,
said: "The forest reserves should be
set apart forever for the use and bene-
fit of our people as a whole and not
sacrified to the shortsighted greed of
the few. The forests are natural res-
ervoirs. By restraining the streams
iii flood and replenishing them in
drought they make possible the use
of waters otherwise wasted. Forest
conservation is therefore water conser-
vation.. The forests alone, however,
cannot fully regulate and conserve the
waters of the arid region. Great
storage works are necessary to equal-
ize the flow of streams and to save the
flood waters. The storing of the
floods in reservoirs at the headwaters
of our rivers is but the enlargement
of our present policy of river control,
under which levees are built on the
lower reaches of the same streams.
The government should construct and

HON. W. A. REEDER.
(Kansas Congressman Who Pushed the

Irrigation Bill.)

maintain these reservoirs as it does
other public works."

The committees on irrigation of
arid lands, in the senate and house
of r~epresentatives, proceeded prompt-
ly to consider the recommendations
of the president. The senate com-
mittee was the first to formulate
and report a bill, and the measure
was passed and sent to the other
branch of the congress, so that it
was received in the house of repre-
sentatives on March 4. The senate
bill was reported to the house from
its committee on irrigation of arid
lands on April 7, and placed on the

calendar. Speaker Henderson caused
June 12 to be set apart for public
discussion of the measure, and it
was passed by the house of repre-

\sentatives June 13. The bill, as
adopted, contained numerous amend-
ments, but substantially all of them

were accepted by the senate

The enactment provides that all

lo~ies received from the sale of

public lands "in Arizona, California,
Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, Nebraska,

Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota,
Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota,

Utah, . Washington and Wyoming" -

shall be set aside as a special fund I

to' be known as the "reclamation
fund," to be used for the "storage, I
diversion and development of waters
for the reclamation of arid and semi-

arid lands in the said states and (

territories." '
The report of the house committee

Sshows that 535,486,731 acres of land are 1

available for public entry in the states E
Sand territories named in the bill.

4a~ansas and Nebraska contain no

uid lands, although nearly one- I

L 

[ third of the western portion oj each

state is semi-arid, and susceptible of
improvement by irrigation. More
than one-third of the public lands
within the states of North and South
Dakota are in the arid or semi-arid
belt. The portions of the states of
Oregon and Washington east of the

r Cascade range are either arid or
semi-arid. This condition exists
over two-thirds of California, a fact
surprising to all who have not in-
vestigated the subject. One-third of
Oklahoma is arid.

All of the other states and ter-
ritories are in the arid belt, and
can only be made agricultural by
scientific irrigation. It is estimated
that upwards of 50,000,000 acres of
barren land may be made fertile.
The development of this empire will
prove not only beneficial to those
teeming millions of the future who
shall dwell thereon, but have an ef-

KANSAS IRRIGATING WHEEL.
(Simple Device Which Supports One Fam-

ily in Comfort.)

feet upon the humidity of the con-
tiguous country, and also add to the
wealth of the entire country by sus-
taining artisans and other producers
of labor's valuables.

In 1900 the national platforms of
the three political parties declared
in favor of irrigation by national di-
rection. Referring to this fact, the
committee's report says: "With con-
fidence in the desire of members of
all parties to fulfill the pledges of
their national platforms, greatly en-
couraged by the earnest and vigor-
ous recommendations of the presi-
dent, the members of both branches
of congress from the arid and semi-
arid, states met in the early days of
the present cohgress, appointed a
committee of one from each state
and territory, with Senator `Warren
as chairman, and proceeded to for-
mulate a suitable bill. This work
having been accomplished, the bill
was introduced in the senate by Mr.
Hansborough, and in the house of
representatives by Mr. Newlands. No
legislation presented to an American
congress has had all of its pro.
visions more carefully and thorough.
ly considered in all their bearings."

The special committee mentioned
in the report did diligent work. Each
member of the senate and of the house
of representatives kept the matter be-
fore the legislators, so that when the
time came for voting everyone knew
the provisions of the measure and its
ultimate object. Where all did well
it is almost invidious to make any
distinction; but it is generally admit-
ted that Congressman Reeder, of Kan-
sas, was exceptionally hard at work
all winter and spring in this behalf.
He talked irrigation to everybody and
all the time, in season and often out of
season.

ie Senator Warren, the chairman, in-
s fused his energy and earnestness into

it the senate, until every senator real-

1, ized that Warren was after water,
Le more water, and keeping them all in

5. hot water, on account of his irriga,
d tion bill. The North Dakota senator,

Hansbrough, was like unto him. Mr.
Newlands, of Nevada, told everybody
that with irrigation Nevada would
support a population of 60,000,000 as
easily as now she supports a popula-
tion of only 60,000. Senator Clark, of
Montana, the richest man in the
world, and Senator Dubois, of Idaho,
one of the poorest men in public
life, vied with each other in praying
for the irrigation of the arid lands
of their states.

And yet, with all this missionary
work done before he bill came up
for discussion in the house of repre-
sentatives, there were members ac-
tively opposed to it on various
grounds. A score of amendments
were offered, all of them designed to
defeat the object of the bill. One
after another they were voted down,
and the bill was finally passed by
a vote of 146 yeas to 55 nays.

It is expected that upwards of 200,-
000 acres of land will be annually re-
claimed under the provisions of this
law, until all of the millions of acres
of the desert shall have been re-
claimed and peopled with home own-
e ers. Irrigation is not an experiment.
It was practiced before the dawn of
recorded history. Man attained his
first high degree of civilization un-
der its practice. Through its effi-
ciency the great nations of antiquity
established and maintained their
might and glory. Egypt, Assyria, In-
dia, China are irrigated models for
us. We are taking a new departure
by following in the footsteps of the
wisest ancients. SMITH D. FRY.

MOST ANCIENT OF CROWNS.

The Iron Crown of Lombardy, Whleh
Is Said to Contain a Nail from

the Savior's Cross.
a

Among the crowns preserving the
ancient form more than any others
now worn is the so-called iron crown
of Lombardy, which is the most treas-
ured national possession of the Italian
kingdom, says an article by the Duke
of Argyle, in Leslie's Monthly. It is
of golden "plaques," or panels rather
longer than they are high, but small
in size, so as not to rise above the top
of the head. They form, indeed, only
a jointed band of foliaged, embossed
relief-work, and one narrow wire of a
iron binds them together in the inside "
-this wire having the repute of being
hammered out from one of the nails
of our Saviour's cross. It was the en. o
largement of these panels in other
crowns which led to the cross-band or
"closure" of the crown. Look at the d'
German crown and the Austrian, bcthb
adaptations of that of the old em
perors of the "Holy Roman Empire.'
The "arch of empire" became the re W
suit in the crown of the necessity fo di
fastening panels for protection for the of
head from any stroke Ifrm above de ib
livered in war. ci

THE BEAR'S TRACKS.

4 Charming Bit of Chemehuevi In-
dian Folklore.

Woman Story Teller Explains Peeu-
liar Formation of Foot-Hli

Country in a Genuinely
Poetle Manner.

[Special Arizona Letter.]
N the Californian side of the Colo-

rado river 1 was camped one
night with a band of Chemehuevi

Indiana. I had rowed down about 75
miles, and after visiting several
ranches on the Arizona side, as night
set in, I saw a large campfire a mile or
so down the river on the opposite side.
It was with some difficulty that I
reached the camp, for it was back from
the river nearly a mile. This mile
width of sand was a bank deposited
by the sand-and-salt-laden water of
the river, and would be completely
washed away-so the Indians told me
-when the summer floods came, only
to be deposited again when the tide
ran slowly. On the bank overlooking
this sand stretch the camp was formed.
There were several "kans" or houses,
and when the supper was served there
came a score br more of men, women,
young men and maidens, and children,
who all evidently felt at home. ,An In-
dian had helped me up with my cam-
eras, bedding and grub-box, and as I
contributed a can of beef, some fruit
and other things to the commissary
department, I sat with the rest, help-
ing myself mainly from my own sup-
plies, while the meal was in progress.
Across the river the Chemehuevi
mountains loomed up, purple and
grand, against the rapidly dark-
ening sky. Southward a long
stretch of gently-sloping foothills
reached along down to the valley
and river, and at regular intervals on
the ridge of these foothills there were
to be seen peculiar circular promi-
nences, as if a row of small craters had
once been active volcanoes. 1 called
the attention of one of the Indians to
these and asked what these promi-
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A GROUP OF CHEMEHUEVI INDIANS.

, nences were. He and several of the old

men began to talk among themselves,
ti evidently settling what they should

.1 tell me, when an elderly woman-not
y by any mnans an old Indian hag-but

t. a well-preserved woman of, say, 50
. years of age, broke in and said she

k would 
t
ell me all about it after supper.

, It was not many minutes before the
d meal was concluded, and, taking out

a couple of packs of tobacco from my
overcoat pocket, I handed them around,

. and in a few minutes more the woman
o began her story. It was a wierd scene,

!. worthy the brush of a great artist. A
camp fire in a rather narrow enclosure,
a tall and rude windbreak to the north,
dense growth of willows to the south.
To the east the steep bank descend-
ing to a mile-wide sandflat which led
to the lazily-flowing Colorado, and to
the west the willow and mud "kans"
of the Indians. Not more than ten
feet from the bank the camp-fire was
burning brightly, throwing its ever-

CHEMEHUEVI WOMEN.

changing light and shadow over a score
or more of sitting and reclining forms.
The story teller sat on one side of the
fire, squatted on the sand, but with con-
siderable animation and gesture as
she told her story. I sat on my grub-
box opposite her, writing in the light
of the fire as she spoke.

"It is for me to tell you that those
marks on the foothills are the tracks
of a running bear. In the long time I
ago, when man and animals could all ,
talk and understand each other, a bear i
lived on one side of the Colorado river i
and a fox on the other. The fox was
an impertinent little fellow, and fond f
of teasing the bear. He would stand 1
on the bank and call out: 'You great ,
clumsy bear! What are you good for?

PRESENT VOLCANIC ACTIVITY. f

Reglions of the Western Hemisphere
That Are the Most Liable to

an Upheaval.

The active volcanic groups of the
western hemisphere occur in five
widely separated regions, says Prof.
Robert T. Hill, in Century.

1. The Andean group of volcanoes
of the equatorial region of western C
South America.

2. The chain of some 25 great cin-
der cones which stretch east and g
west across the south end of the
Mexican plateau. A3. The Central American group,
with its 31 active craters, extending
diagonally across the western ends
of the east and west folds of the Car- hi
ibbean corrugations, fringing the Pa-
cific aide of Guatemala, San Salvador N

Come across the river an eat me!' The
bear would grunt ishis sager,"but was
wise enough to make no reply. But
one day he got everything ready, and
built a large bonfire in which to roast
the fox. Then, when the taunting lit-
tle creature came out and began his
sneering, the bear quietly dropped
into the water, swam across and while
the fox was still shouting his rude
insults fell upon him, and, carrying
him in his arms, took him to the other
side. Then, laying the fox on his back,
he got ready to tear him to pieces.
'Wait a moment,' said the terrified fox,
'Don't kill me until I have relieved my-
self.' So the bear let the fox go, and
as he stepped behind the bushes-for
he was a modest fox-he ran away
and escaped. He traveled north until
he came to the home of the rattle-
snake, to whom he told the story of his
narrow escape. The rattlesnake hid
the fox in his dirthouse where he kept
his seeds (his tu-vi-kan). There was
every imaginable kind of seed, and
they were each in an ollar or jar, cov-
ered up so that the mice and other
vermin could not get to them. The
olla nearest to the door contained the
black-eyed peas, and in this the rattle-
snake put the fox. For, said the wise
snake, the bear will never think of
looking in the olla nearest the door.
It was not long before the bear arrived,
having tracked the fox to the home of
the rattlesnake. 'Where's the fox?' he
said. 'I don't know,' said the rlttle.
snake.

"'I must hunt for him then!'
"'All right!' responded the snake.
So the bear went into the tu-vi-kan

and, opening the olla farthest from the
door, said: 'Is he in here?' and re-
peated the question as he took the lid
off each olla, one after another. To
every question the snake answered
'No!' until the bear came to the
last one, in which the fox was
hidden. Then, as if angry to be
asked so many questions, the
snake said: 'Don't look in there;
you've bothered me enough,' and as
the bear persisted in lifting the cover
the snake coiled and struck his fangs
deep into the bear's leg and killed I
him. In great glee the fox came out I
of his hiding place, skinned and tanned I

)1d the bear and made a quiver for hises, arrows from the skin. No! the fox
ild got all ready and the rattlesnake

Lot made the quiver, for he and the fox

ut were relations.
50 "Then the' fox said: 'I'm goinghe away to-morrow, down to the Yava-

ar. pals, and I'm going to eat some prick-he ly pear: 'Don't do that,' counseled the
ut snake, 'at least, don't eat any until

ny you come into the midddle of thetd, patch. Don't touch the first ones you
an come to, and I beg of you do not, un-
Le, der any circumstances, but your bear-

A skin quiver down on the ground!'
*e, "The fox promised and set off.
h, "When he got into the middle of the
h. cactus patch he was so hungry for
d- the ripe fruit that he forgot all aboutad his promise and set his quiver down,

to and climbed up one of the trees. (The
s" cactus referred to is undoubtedly the
an giant cactus, or suharo). As he ate
as the fruit, he heard a sound from the

r- quiver. He looked down, but could
see nothing, so he went on eating.
Then the sound came again, and as
he looked he saw a lizard creeping out.
"Look at that fellow!" he exclaimed,
and, descending the tree, he caught
it and threw it away. Now he picked
up the quiver and, walking to another
tree, deposited it at its foot, climbed
the tree and began to eat again. Again
he hard a sound, and this time a great
lizard, nearly as big as a Gila mon-
ster, came out. He came down, caught
it and threw it away, and again placed
the quiver on the ground in another
place, and again ascended another
tree. This time when he heard the
noise he refused to pay any attention
to it. He cared nothing for the lizards
and was angry at their fooling him
so. But this time the noise increased,
and soon sounded strangely like a
roar, so, looking down the tree, imag-
ine his fright at seeing there the Bear
shaking the tree he was on and vow-
ing he would kill him. Terrified al-
most out of his wits, he sprang frome the tree and dashed away over the

L foothills yonder, the Bear in hot pur-e suit. The world was young then and

the ground soft, so at each great stride
s he made the Bear's feet squeezed into

the soft ground and made those tracks,
t which, as the ground hardened, re-
main there until this day.

"The fox ran very fast, but he wass out of breath with fright, and the
a bear was strong with his great anger,

1 so just as they reached the foot of ther hills, the fox was caught and the 2
r bear killed and ate him, and that was

the end of that silly and impertinent !
fox. And that is why we call those
I hills Chim-pa-pou-no-qui - the place
where the bear ran."

GEORGE WHARTON JAMES.

and Costa Rica. This is seperated
from the Mexican group on the north
by a large nonvolcanic area, the isth-
mus of Tehuantepec, and on the
south from the Andean volcanoes by
the isthmus of Panama. where no ac-
tive volcanoes are found.

4. The chain of volcanoes of, the
Windward islands, marking the east-
ern gate of the Caribbean sea, stand-
ing in a line directly across the east-
ern termini of the Caribbean moun-
tains, trending east and west, and
parallel to the Central American
group similarly situated at their
western termini.

5. The volcanoes of Alaska and the
Aleutian islands.

The Retort Courteous.
He--My dear, these biscuits don't

have the true ring.
She-Well, your teeth are false.--

N. Y. Times.

ARP ON THE SWISS.

Reminded of Them by the Story of
William Tell.

Hits All the leomoelats--Says They
Are Tryimg to Tear Down AM the

Idols the People Have
Weorshped. -

(Copyrighted by the Atlanta Conatltutieo
and reprinted by permission.)

How the old people cling to the
stories and traditions that charmed
their childhood. Good old Mother Akin
came to see me and to comfort me in
my sickness. She has had her trouble,
but she is always bright and cheerful
and brings sushine with her. Some-
how the story of WilliamTellcame up,
and when I remarked that it was now
generally set down among the critics
as a myth or a pretty table she said
"she would not read aL.y such heartless
scandals nor did she believe them."
The world is full of these iconoclasts
who would break up every idol thatwe
have worshiped. The story of William
Tell is one that is fit to be believed and
handed down from generation to gen-
eration. Voltaire started that fable
theory because he did not like the
Swiss. Many books have been written
on both sides, but the old family tradi-
tions that have come down to us for
600 years are still as much the faith of
the Swiss people as is in their religion.
William Tell is as much to-day their
national hero and the founder of their
republic as Washington is of ours and
the little chapel on the lake where he
was drowned is still preserved to com- I
memorate him."

d Well, whether this is a fact or a fable
a it is one of the prettiest stories ever

told and ought to be repeated to the
e children of every household. It was

in the fourteenth century when Austria
had overridden and conquered Switzer-
land and had stationed her tyrant

r bailiffs in every canton to subdue and
s humble the people that one Gessler

d placed' the ducal cap upon a pole in the
t public place and ordered everyone who

d passed to uncover his head and bow to

it. Tell refused and was seized and
condemned to death, but as he was
known to be the best bowman in
Switzerland he was offered the alter-
native of shooting an apple from his
son's head. The boy was his idol and
he begged for some other alterna-
tive, but Gessler refused. Sixty yards
was measured off, the boy stationed
and the apple placed. Gessler and his
cohorts looked'on while Tell bowed
his knees in prayer. Rising he looked
to Heaven and then let fly the arrow
and pierced the apple in its center.
The boy ran to his father and leaped
into his arms, and another arrow
that had been concealed fell upon the
ground. "What was that arrow for?"
said Gessler. "To shoot you, you
brute, had I slain my son." For that
he was condemned to prison and
Gessler took him in a boat on the
lake, but a violent storm came up
and Tell was unchained to steer the ,
boat. He made for the shore, leaped
to a rock, and with a pole shoved the
boat back into the stormy waters.
Hurrying along the lake he procured
a bow and arrows from a country-I
man and shot Gessler as the boat
passed. "Tell's Leap" and "Tell's
Rock" are still known to every child i
in Switzerland. Later on he lost his
life while saving a lad from drown-
ing. What is unreasonable about this
story? We had a Gessler in Rome at I
the close of the civil war. His name a
was de la Mesa, a Spaniard who came 4
over to fight for pay. He did not I
hoist the ducal cap, but he stretched e
the flag over the sidewalk and our i
female Tells (some of whom are liv- I
ing yet) would not walk under it, I
but crossed over to the other side. '

Then he stretched another across the
whole street and they walked around f
the block. It was not so much of d
disrespect to the flag as it was con- t
tempt for the foreigner who unfurled a
it. He refused to let our wives and n
daughters receive or mail letters un- a
less they came before him and took A
an ironclad oath of allegiance. He t
had ten of our young men and sev- h
eral young ladies arrested for acting

1- BARBARIC IDEALS.

d The Spirit of Conflit That I. Eneosr-
r aged in Liteetaure and

r Athletics.
e

n Literature, journalism and art have
s all been aiding in this process of re-
a barbarization. For a long time, says

1, Herbert Spencer's Facts and Comments

a there have flourished novel writers
who have rung the changes on narra-

r tives of crime and stories of sanguin-
ary deeds. Others have been supply-
ing boys and youths with tales full of
plotting and fighting and bloodshed,
millions of such having of late years
been circulated. As indicating most
clearly the state of national feeling,
we have the immense popularity of

, Mr. Rudyard Kipling, in whose writ-
ings one-tenth of nominal Christian-
ity is joined with nine-tenths of real
paganism; who idealizes the soldier
and glories in the triumphs of brute

, force, and who in depicting school life

brings to the front the barbarizing
activities and feelings and shows little
respect for civilizing culture.

More and more the spirit of conflict
has been exercised by athletic games,
interest in which has been actively
fostered, first by the weekly press and
now by the daily press, and with in-
crease of the honors given to physical
prowess there has been decrease of
the honors given to mental powers.
Meanwhile literature and art have
been aiding. Books treating of bat-
ties, conquests and the men who con-
ducted them have been widely diffused
and greedily read. Periodicals full
of stories made interesting by killing,
with accompanying illustrations, have
every month ministered to the love of
destruction, as have, too, the weekly
illustrated journals. In all places and
in all ways there has been going on
during the past 50 years a recrud-
escence of barabaric ambitions, ideas
and sentiments, and an increasing cul-
ture of bloodthirst.

Too Graspins.
"I like. to see people economical,"

remarked Flimsicus, "but when a man
cuts his stogies in two in the middle
and gets ten smokes for five cents, as
Tyte-Phist does, I think, by George,
he's a little too penurious to livel"-
Chicago Tribune.

In a tableau to raise a little money
to replace pews;in the churches; The
pews had all been taken out and
made into troughs to feed their
horses in. He was forewarned that
night by a negro that if he didn't e-
lease those girls he would be killed
before morning, and he would have
been. Yes, "Leopard Spots" were all
around here just as they were in
North Carolina. We had Gesslers and
we had Tells, too.

But I was ruminating aboutSwitzer-
land, that historical and wonderful
country. It is only a little scrap of
a country about one-fourth the size
of Georgia, and nearly half of that is
taken up by lakes and mountains. The
most beautiful lakes in the world.
Lake Lucerne (that Tell's). Lake Ge-
neva (that's Calvin's), Lake Wenner
and Wetter-and just think of the
grand old mountains-the Alps and
the Jura and the Jungfrau. Think of
the hospice of the good St. Bernard,
where they kept that fine breed of
dogs who were trained to go out in
the most fearful snowstorms in search
of lost traveler, and carry food and
wine to them and bring them safely
to the hospice. One of my first books
had a picture of two of these noble
dogs digging in the snow for a man
and feeding him, almost dead. One of
the dogs had a bottle strapped around
his neck and the other a basket of
food. In another picture a little boy
was on a dog's back and his arms
around his neck and the dog was bark-
ing at the door of the hospice for ad-
mission. Those pictures and the sto-
ries about them were as dear to me as
the story of William TelL

But think of little Switzerland, with
its population of 3,000,000 people and
all at work except the babies. About
half are shepherds and herdsmen on
the mountain slopes and benches, rais-
ing sheep and milch cows, and in the
year 1900 they sold over $10,000,000
worth of butter and cheese. Down in
the valleys and around the lakes are
many towns and little cities that hum
like bee hives, for nimble fingers are
making watches, jewelry, hair work,
lace, silk and cotton fabrics as fine as
gossamer and hundrede of.other little
things which, taken all together, make
the commerce of that little water-coy.
ered and snow-capped republic near-
ly double the commerce of any other

s All the children from six to twelved years have to go to school part of

every year, and her young men haves to be taught part of two years in mili.

I tary tactics. There is no standing
s army, but every citizen is a willing andi ready soldier to defend his country.
I Its government is a republic, divided
v into 22 cantons or counties, and to

maintain this republic they have beenI fighting all contiguous nations fosr nearly 600 years and have whipped

s every battle they fought. Austria,

Prussia, Maximillian and at last Bona-i parte tried to subdue that people, but
t failed utterly. They never had an
I army of over 30,000, and defeated Prui-

P 

sia 
with 

60,000 
in 

seven 
pitched 

bat-

ties. Austria demanded 20,000 Swiss
soldiers to help her fight Turkey.I Switzerland refused to furnish them,

and that brought on a war, and
Switzerland whipped it. We see by the
I New York papers that they have com-
pleted the new government buildings
at Berne, and the pictures of them
are lovely, and the people are proud
and had a great festival when they
I were opened for business. Grand
country-great people. John Calvin
left his mark upon them, for of all
the 22 cantons only three have kept

allegiance to the Boman Catholic
church. But all are devoted Chris-
tians, and on every Christmas day and
every Easter morn the young men and
maidens come tripping down the moun-
tain paths singing their Christmas or
Easter carols and making the cliffs and
valleys echo with their songs.

But it is said that their young mep
fight for pay and are mercenary sol-
diers. Yes, but they choose the side
they believe to be right. They would
not fight for Austria against the Turks,
nor would they fight for Bonaparte,
nor for England against the Boers.
And now the civilized world has let
them alone and the little republic has
had peace for nearly a hundred years. I

BILL ARP

MONKEYS ARE CLEVER.

Stories of Simians That Learned from
Men How to Perform Some Very

Smart Tricks.

Monkey cleverness has long been fa-
mous. They are past masters in
the delicate use of their fingers.
A titi was wont to steal speci-
men insects from the cabinet
in which they were kept. A mona
could pick a lock, undo a knot, or take I
off a ring. Livingstone's Soko was just
as smart with fingers and thumb. A
macaco opened boxes, and a marmoset
turned over the leaves of a book which
it pretended to read. A squirrel mon- I
key which disliked tobacco used to 11
whip its master's cigars out of his t
mouth. There once was a gorilla in 1
the zoo at Dresden which would take o
6ff its keeper's boots and put them on h
again. A capauchin removed the c
hinges of the door of its cage by ex-
tracting the nails and screws out of v
the wood. In Benares, where the mon-
keys are "spoiled," they play all sorts s:
of tricks on passers-by, besides pelting t]
them with missiles. Even the orang- h
utan has condescended to untie the
knots in his chain. The monkeys that r
act as detectives in Monkeydom must n
have a very busy time of it. a

Solicitude Misdireeted p
In a Lon-ion safe deposit vault re- y

cently the renter of a safe, anxious U
for the spiritual welfare of one of a
the jfnitors, said, while they were
in the vault together: "Are you pre- a
pared to die?" For answer the jani- d
tor instantly pinned the questioner h
to the wall by the throat. Assistance t]
arrived and the unfortunate renter ii
was carried out, half "throttled." Ex-
planations ensued and it was then ,
discovered that an inquiry after his ,
spiritual welfare had been construed T
by the janitor as the preliminary to
a murderous attack. c,

Proposal Postponed, ]
"I suppose you suspect what I cameSor?" he said, gs he prepared to ask P

her father for her hand. a
"Oh, yes," replied the father; "you ai

want to borrow money, but I haven't ?
a penny to bless myself with."

And the young man deferred his pro
posal.-Tit-Bitr.

SCHOOL AND CHURCH.
d Shalecliffe church, Kent, England,

r has a communion chalice which datds
I back to the time of Queen Elizabeth.

The present status of the work
1 of medical missions is such as to en-

courage the prosecution of this form
of evangelism.

Dr. M. E. Koonce, a missionary at
Rampart, Alaska, drove 1,200. miles in
a dog sled on his way to attend the
Presbyterian anniversaries held in New
York recently.

Prof. Michael I. Pupin, of Columbia
aniversity, inventor of the ocean tele-
phone, began his career in America as
an attendant in a Turkish bath parlor
in Brooklyn.

There are, it appears, in British Co-
lurbia, more Buddhists than Baptists,
more Confucians than Congregational-
ists, and nearly as many pagans as
Lutherans.

New York city has a school budget
'of nearly $20,000,000 this year-a larger
sum than is expended for purposes of
education by any other city in the
world and very much larger thanis ex-
pended by many countries.

Charles M. Schwab attended the com-
mencement exercises of the Pennsyl-
vania state college at Bellefontaine,
Pa., and was impressed by the address
of Daniel Webster Strayer, of York, on
"The Pennsylvania Germans." When
Mr. Schwab learned that the pupil had
been compelled to decline a scholar-
ship of $400, as he felt called upon to
make his living, the steel man went to
young Strayer and said: "If you will
stay and complete this postgraduate
course I will pay you $1,000." The
young man accepted the offer. He is
making a special study of chemistry.

In the Roman Catholic church 238
archbishops and bishops are members
of religious orders. Of these 41 are
Franciscans (Friars Minor), besides 14
Capuchins and 6 Conventual Francis-
cans, 22 are Dominicans, and also 23
Lazarists, 19 Jesuits, 15 Benedictines,
14 Augustinians, 14 Oblates of Mary Im-
Inaculate, 9 Fathers of the Holy Ghost,
7 Marists, 6 Carmelites, 6 Oratorians, 6
Salesians, 5 Redemptorists, 4 Brazil-
ians, 4 Picputians, 4 Fathers 9 f Isson-
dun (Sacred Heart), 3 Canons'Regular,
3 Missionaries of St. Francis of Sales
(Annecy), 2 Antoninians, 2 Cistercians,3
Passionists, 2 of the Scuole Pie, S
Priests of the Precious Blood, and,
finally, one each of the following: Ob-
lates of St. Francis of Sales (Troyes),
Priests of the Blessed Sacrament,
Priests of the Holy Cross, Society of
the Sacred Heart (Verona).

VISION TOO RESTRICTED.

,f The Eyesight of City Resldents Saf-
)I fers from the Continuity of

!d Many Objects.

V "Speaking of the practice of wear-it ing glasses," said a well-known opti-

an cian in Canal street, "there is a curi-
- ous thing about the human eye that
t- the average person is constantly over-/

is looking. We talk a great deal about

Y. the influence of color, about glare andn, all that sort of thing. Unquestion-

4 ably color has a great deal to do with
Le the weakness of the human eye at this
a- time. Glare figures as an important

a factor in the impairment of the hu-m man sight. In the matter of color

d there is so much rioting in these lat-y ter days that the eye is kept in an

d almost constant strain.
a "Red is violently red, green violently11 green, and so on, until the eye is sim-

it ply strained beyond the normal in an

c effort to visualize the hue, and henceh- the optic nerves are in a measure
d strained and injured. But this is not
d the greatest danger when we come to
L- think of modern tendencies so far as

r the human eye is concerned. Thered are other conditions than the matter

of color. The glare is 'bad enough,p too. The electric and incandescent
I. lights are simply fearful on one's eye-
s sight.
I "But the thing I quarrel with more

, than any other influence is the con-
, dition which limits the scope of one's
vision. The eye should have a broad

t range. One should have the oppor-
* tunity of seeing a long distance. We
.are denied this opportunity. We are

hemmed and hedged in until the dis-
tance we are capable of seeing is very
short indeed. This is why I am a
strong advocate of parks and prom-
enades. Green is naturally a restful
color," said the opticidn in conclusion,
according to the New Orleans Times-
Democrat, "and if the city could be
provided with long avenues and splen-
did parks where one's eyes could
stretch out in a long vista it would be
a great thing."

HE WANTED THEM TO THROW.

His Successful Rival Was Golng to
Get Something to Remem-

ber for Life.

The young man entered the boot-
maker's establishment hastily, after
having glanced cautiously round to see
that no one was about. He hurried
past the assistant to the farther end
of the shop, where he produced a small
brown paper parcel from under his
coat.

"See these slippers?" he asked. "I
want a good pair of heels put on."

"But-er-h'm!--these are very old
slippers, very much worn," objected
the man. "They will hardly stand
heeling."

"I only want them for one occasion,"
replied the young man. "Only for a
minute or two. But I want a good,
solid pair of heels, hard leather."

"They will hardly be a creditable
pair, continued the assistant, "even if
you only wear them for a few min-
utes. Certainly a cheap new pair
would be-"

"I'm not going to spend money on
a new pair for that," said the owner,
doggedly. "I want some good, thick,
harTi heels on these-you can make
them of iron or stone or anything you
like, so long as they are hard."

The man stared at him, in doubt
whether his customer was in full pos-
session of his senses, says the London
Tit-Bits.

"You don't understand," said the
customer, looking round the shop, and
speaking in a low voice. "I'll tell you
what I want 'em for. I was courting a
pretty girl, and Black cut me out. They
are going to be married to-morrow,
and I'm going to throw a pair of slip-
pers at him-for luck, you know--and
if I don't give him something to re-
member his wedding day by, you can
set me down as a heathen Chinee."


