
GREAT LEVEE CONVENTION
ACCOMPLISHES ITS MISSION

Immense Gathering, Representing the World's Richest Valley,
Makes Clear the Value of the Levee System tA Ohio Val-
ley Linked to the Mississippi Appeal Js Protection of These
Valleys a National Duty, and Immediate and Larger Ap-
propriation a National Necessity 0 At o

There assembled and adjourned in
New Orleans last week the greatest
convention of its kind ever gathered to-
gether for a similar purpose in the his-
tory of this or any other, nation-the
meeting of the Interstate Mississippi
River Improvement and Levee Asso-
ciation. The occasion at the begin-
ning was made notable on account of
the direct announcement by the presi-
dent of the United States of his sym-
pathy with the movement which the
convention proposed to inaugurate,
and his manly and patriotic letter of
Indorsement, which was read to the
convention by Chairman Parker, of
the -Committee of Arrangements,
aroused the delegates to the very
highest pitch of enthusiasm.

The delegates represented fifteen
States from the Mississippi and Ohio
valleys, and included governors, sen-
ators, members of congress, high rail-
road officials and representatives of
commercial exchanges and levee
boards. President Fish of the Illinois
Central railroad, Vice-President Thorn
of the Texas Pacific, lesser officials of
other trunk lines entering New Or-
leans, ex-Secretary of the Treasury
Chas. S. Fairchild, Secretary of Agri-
culture Wilson, Judge Robert S. Tay-
lor of the Mississippi river commis-
sion, Gov. Longino of Mississippi and
Gov. Heard of Louisiana, Senator Ber-
ry of Arkansas, Senators McEnery
and Foster of Louisiana, R. M. Ed-
monds, editor of the Manufacturers'
Record, and hundreds of others were
present, ,

It is believed many good and last-
ing results will come from this con-
vention. The whole subject was more
thoroughtly discussed than ever be-
fore, and it was the verdict of the
great body that the time had come
when the national government should
take hold of the levee system and
maintain it.

A new bond of unity was formed
between the Ohio and Mississippi val-
leys by the unanimous passage of the
resolution introduced by the Ohio val-
ley delegates on the committee, plac-
ing their interests on the same foot-
ing with the lower MisSissippi valley.
The Ohio Valley Improvement Assc-
ciation, which has already secured
over $22,000,000 Federal aid, and the
Mississippi River Improvement and
Levee Association will now work hand
in hand and will go to Washington
with a solid front and one purpose in
view.

Federal control and the new alliance
with the Ohio valley were two of the
strong results of the convention.

Resolutions were adopted asking the
national government to take charge
of all the levee systems of the coun-
try, and, agreeble to this, a commit-
tee will go before the national con-
gress, bearing the resolutions of the
body, asking,for ultimate Federal con-
trol of the levee systems and river im-
provements of the Ohio and Missis-
sippi valleys, and urging immediate
and larger appropriations for the per-
fection of the levee system.

Telegrams were read from twenty
governors and 125 United States con-
gressmen not only indorsing the work
of the convention, but also pledging
all possible support in Washington.
That fact almost insures favorable re-
sults when the committee goes to the
national capital.

The resolutions, follow:

ii THE RESOLUTIONS.
First-After years of actual observa-

tion and experience, and supported by
the opinions of all engineers, whether
from the engineer corps of the army,
or from civil life, whp have been di-
rectly connected with the work of
levee construction, we desire to affirm
that we have the most absolute confi-
dence in the sufficiency of levees, when
built according to correct standards,
to protect the Mississippi valley from
overflow.

In support of this declaration, we
beg leave to submit the following
facts which have been fully establish-
ed: An elaborate and careful investi-
gation, made under the direction of
the Mississippi River Commission,
wholly disproves the notion, which
still prevails to a considerable extent,
that the immediate effect of levee
construction is to cause the bed of
the Mississippi river to rise. If this
were true, it would necessarily follow
that the levees would need to be con-
tinuously strengthened and elevated,
and thes all hope of protection would
have to be abndoned.
In the years 1881, 1882 and 1883 an

elaborate survey was made of the river
bed from Cairo to the Passes, a dis-
tance of 1,063 miles. Four cross-sec-
tions to the mile were made, and sev-
enty-flve soundings were made to each
line. The result pf this survey was
carefully plotted, recorded and pre-
served.
In the years 1894, 1895 and 1896,

after the lapse of a period of thirteen
years, a still more elaborate survey
was made of that part of the river bed
between the Arkansas river and Don-
aldsonville, IA., a distance of 472
miles.

While local changes in the river bed
are necessarily constantly happening
by reason of the gradual movement
down stream of the bends, and accom-
panying bars and pools, they of them-
selves signify nothing. Yet a com-
parison such as that which has been
drawn from the result of the two ex-
tensive surveys mentioned would
necessarily furnish proof that the bed
of the river was rising if such were
the truth. So far from the compari-
son indicating such result from levee
construction, it was discovered that
there is a general tendency to the es-
tablishment of a more uniform chan-
nel in the depth and width and with
greater capacity.

The comparison also brought to
light the fact that the crests of the
low-water bars, as well as those of the
high-water bars, have been lowered.

If we turn to the
Evidence Afforded by the Records

of the numerous gauges established
along the river, which have also been
carefully recorded and preserved, we
fnd that the low waters now are sev-
eral feet lower than they were in the
years precede active levee construc-
tion, accom I by an equal volume
of water apan equal depth of chqn-
neL This •aquedtionably shows that
the effect of levee construction has
been to bring about a gradual depres-
sion of the river bed. This effect has
been produced within the past few

years, for prior to that time there

ras no restisdt of the floo0d waters

as could leave any impress whatever,
one way or the other, upon the river
bed.

The notion that the bed of the river
is rising has been somewhat revived
since the flood of 1903, because of the
fact that, at certain points, the gauge
reading showed not only unusually
great elevation of the flood height,
but irregular elevation. From this it
has been deduced by some that at
those places where the gauge read-
ings were the highest, there had been,
as the result of levee construction, an
unusual deposit of silt, thus raising
the bed of the river. A simple explan-
ation will destroy this theory:

In 1880, when the levees were by no
means continuous and were altogether
insufficient to affect the flood plane in
any degree, the first thoughtful and
scientific observation of the river be-
gan. This was because of the fact
that the Mississippi River Commission
then entered upon the discharge of its
duties. It was noted that the rise and
fall of the river was very different at
different points. It was observed that
the greater annual oscillations, which
were of about forty-five feet, were to
be found at or near the mouths of
the tributaries, such as the Ohio, the
St. Francis, the Arkansas and the Red
rivers. It was also observed that the
lesser annual oscillations, which were
of about thirty-five feet, were to be
found at intermediate points along
the fronts of the great basins drained
by these tributaries, as for example,
at Fulton, Memphis, Greenville, Lake
Providence and St. Joseph.

A careful plotting of the gauge read-
ings at that time exhibited a smooth
and regular high-water slope, but an
exceedingly irregular low-water slope.
This was caused by considerable de-
pression of the river bed at or near
the junction with the tributaries of the
river, and a considerable elevation of
the bed along the fronts of the great
basins between them. For this reason
is was noted that the rise fn high
water was much greater where the
bed of the river was depressed at or
near the points of junction with its
tributraies.

It was observed that the discharge
at high water at these points, because
of these depressions, was something
like 1,500,000 cubic feet per second,
while along the intervening basin
fronts the discharge was several hun-
dred thousand feet less. This differ-
ence in discharge, ranging from a
quarter to a half million feet, was be-
cause of the escape of water over the
river banks along these basin fronts.
this escape of water undoubtedly
caused the elevation of the bed along
these fronts, which was noted, and we
feel justified in affirming that when
this escape shall have been perman-
ently prevented by the construction
of suitable levees, these elevated por-
tions of the
River Bed Wil Be Gradually Lowered
to conform to the bed at the points of
junction with tributaries, thus making
a regular low-water slope. When this
shall have been aoComplished, un-
doubtedly the lowering of' the river
bed will steadily go on.

It has also been noted that during
the flood of 1903 the heights attained
by the flood in excess of those hitherto
recorded were greatest at the points
along these basin fronts, as for in-
stance, at Memphis, where the rise
was three feet greater than any ever
known.

The excess of the flood height at the
points of depression referred to was
nothing like so extreme.

We, therefore, declare that in ourjudgment there is no warrant what-
ever for the assertion that the effect
of levee construction has been, or will
be, to raise the bed of the river, but,
on the contrary, it is our definite con-
viction that the effect will be to cause
a general and considerable lowering of I

the bed.

Second-We also desire to express
our firm- opposition to all schemes
for reducing flood heights of the lower
river by the construction of reservoirs
or so-called outlets. We refer to and
indorse fully all that is said upon this
subject by the very careful and able
report submitted in 1898 by the Com-,
merce Committee of the United States
Senate, which is so complete and elab-
orate as to exhaust the consideration
of the question. We will add that all
schemes which have ever been pro-
posed for the relief of the. river in
timeb of flood by outlets or reservoirs
would either prove wholly inefficient,
or would cost such vast sums and re-
quire such constant care and expendi-
tures as to entitle them to no consid-
eration.

Third-While the flood of 1903 was
very nearly as great as that of 1897,
and while the flood plane was greatly
in excess of that of 1897, the protec-
tion afforded in 1903 over that of 1897
is so great as to satisfy the minds of
all impartial investigators that so far
as the test has gone the principle of
protection by levee construction has
been amply vindicated. In 1903 there
were but six crevasses as against for-
ty-three in 1897. With each recurring
flood since levee construction began
in earnest, the number of crevasses
has grown smaller and smaller, and
the protection afforded has grown
greater and greater. As a result, in-
vestments of capital in all manner of
industrial enterprises in the Missis-
sippi valley have increased until they
are almost fabulous. The low-lying
back lands which prior to that date
were regarded as valuelest, are fast
being occupied and converted into
homes for the benefit of the people.
Towns and cities' have sprung up in
every direction. Railrbads now trav-
erse the valley so that nearly every
part of it is reached by them. All of
this affords evidence of the strongest
possible conviction on the part of the
people that the time is sure to come
when they will have absolute protec-
uion from the floods of the river. ,

Theorists may argue against '
The Efficiency of Levees,

but they do so in vain. The strong
common sense of the people responds
by rejecting their theories. The work
must go on. It cannot now stop. Too
much money has been invested in
levees to suffer them to be destroyed~
and unless they are prosecuted to
completion they will be destroyed.
The enormous investments made be-
cause of them and in reliance fpon
their dompletion cannot in good faith
be abandoned now to the devastation
of the floods. We presume that no
man can be ~ this stage of the
work to sa the planof pro-

tection by levees should be abandoned,
at least until a full and complete test
has shown them to be impracticable.

Fourth--Ti e following abstract of
the report of the Mississippi River
Commission just made and hardly yet
published, gives the very latest opin-
ion of the commission upon the levee
question, and is so comprehensive and
pertinent that we give it at length,
towit:

"The past flood established, more
clearly htan has any previous one,
both the importance and the practi-
cability of a complete and sufficient
levee system. In its present condi-
tion, incomplete both as regards ex-
tension and dimensions, it gave sub-
stantial protection to three-quarters of
the alluvial valley, and its interests,

r which under flood conditions without
levees, would have been a lake fromr twenty to eighty miles wide from

I CUiro to the gulf. This improvement

made during the past six years has
reduced the number of crevasses be-
tween Cairo and New Orleans from
thirty-eight to six. Of the area over-
Sflowed this year, five-eighths was the
t direct result of back water from the
lower ends of the basins and overflow
through unbuilt parts of projectedI lines and only three-eighths from
breaks in the levees, notwithstanding
their unfinished condition as regards
both grade and section.

"Under these circumstances the im-
portance of the earliest practicable
completion of the work is apparent.
If the flood damages of 1903 may be
approximately estimated at five mil-
lions of dollars, the previous expendi-
ture of that sum in permanent work
would have largely, if not entirely,
prevented them. Every year's delay
in completion incurs the risk of simi-
lar loss. When the system shall have
been completed, the cost will have
been increased by many millions of
dollars, and the development of the
valley delayed by many years of anx-
iety and disaster, which could have
been saved by continuous work on a
scale commensurate with the impor-
tance and magnitude of the improve-
ment. The State levee districts re-
alize this. Most of them have antici-
pated their revenues as far as prac-
ticable, and several have now under
consideration plans for such increase
of resources applicable to the work
as will shorten the time of comple-
tion. The commission is so impressed
with this view of the subject that it
considers it for the best interest of
the work to now make contracts for
levee coustruction to the extent of
two million dollars as provided for in
the River and Harbor Act of June 30,
1902, from the amounts to be appro-
priated for the fiscal years ending
June 30, 1905, and June 30, 1906. Fur-
thermore, it suggests that if congress
should think proper to make addi-
tional provision for levee construction
during the fiscal years ending June
30, 1905, and June 30, 1906, the sum
of two million dollars in addition to
the amounts already provided can be
judiciously and advantageously ex-
pended during each year."

Fifth-In addition to the protection
of the lands of the Mississippi valley
from the floods, it is a matter of su-
preme importance that the mind of
the nation should be kept constantly
advised of the
Commercial Importance of the Mis-

sissippi
river as a highway of commerce. The
marvelous growth of railroad building
within the last quarter of a century
has so diverted the attentiton of the
public from the Mississippi- river as -
means of transportation that it has
been to some extent lost sight of. It
has remained, however, a constant
safeguard against undue rates of trans-
portation and promises, in the near
future, to become once more as active
a factor in interstate commerce as it
ever has been in the past. This is
owing, first, to the almost unparalleled
increase in industrial activity through-
out the valley; and, second, to the
demonstration that, by means of hy-
draulic dredges a sufficient channel
for low water navigation can be se-
cured and maintained. We earnestly
express the hope that the work of the
Mississippi River Commission in this
direction be pressed as rapidly as can
be properly done, with a view to open-
ing up the great river once more so
that the people may fully enjoy the
extraordinary facilities which it is
capable of supplying for the cheap
and steady exchange of their commod-
ities. Levee construction, is undoubt-
edly, essential, even if all thought of
reclaiming the fertile lands of the val-
ley should be abandoned, for, without
levees, all river commerce during pe-
riods of overflow would necessarily
cease.

Sixth-T he work of levee construc-
tion has been carried on by the co-
operation of the United States gov-
ernment throughb the agency of the
Mississippi River Commission, with
the levee organizations of the several
riparian States. Of the amount ex-
pended in this work, the government
has contributed, in round numbers,
about one-third. The people have
subjected themselves to heavy taxa-
tion in furnishing their contributions
until they have already overburdened
their resources in this regard. It is
the opinion of the residents of the
great valley that the difficulties and

,magnitude of the work and the vast
benefits to result from it, are such
that, in common justice, the burden
should be placed upon the strong
shoulders of the Federal government,
and that the work should be urged
to speedy completion. By suitable an-
nual appropriations, this can soon be
accomplished, thus` securing not only
safety, nut great economy. There-
fore:

Resolved, That, in the judgment of
this convention, the protection of the
Mississippi valley form floods is of
such national importance as not only
to justify, but to make it the

Duty of the General Government

to undertake it and press it to the
speediest possible completion. If, for
any reason, the exercise of sole juris-
diction at this time by the general
government, should not be deemed
advisable, then this convention urges
most earnestly that congress make,
at its approaching session, such ap-
propriations as are recommended by
the Mississippi River Commission in
its recent report.

Resolved, further, That the system
of river improvements in the valley of
the Mississippi from its., head waters
to the gulf and in the valley of the
Ohio, and other tributaries, now pro-
vided for, and those which may here-
after be provided for by congress. un-
der the supervision of the United
States engineers, meets our hearty
commendation, and should be prose-

puted to completion without unneces-
!ry delay.

Resolved, That the attention of con-
gpess is invited to the serious disas-
tene which have befallen those resid-
ing at or near St. Louis, Kansas City,
and other localities by reason of the
recent great floods, and the secretary
of war is respecatuH r equeste to
case an inquiry to be made with a
view to the preparatlon of suitable

I, plans for the prevention of a tec••'t rence of such injuries.
-. Be it resolved, That the convention'f of delegates representing the States

r of the great Mississippi valley, from
t Duluth to the Gulf of Mexico, givesi- its unqualified approval to the move*a ment for the construction of a water-

I way connecting the :great lakes at the

north with the Mississippi river and
the Gulf of Mexico at the south.e We recognize the expenditure of

thirty-five million dollars by the
-Sanitary District of Chicago as a prac-

t tical demonstration in the furtherance
of this project. We express the hope
that the senators and representatives
in congress from the various Statesf represented in this convention will

give their encouragement and assist-t ance to congressional legislation in
i favor of the completion of the deep
i waterway, to which the State of Illi1t nois and the Santitary District of Chi-

a cago are committed as a matter of
policy, and by great financial expend-
itures already made.

Resovled, That it is the sense of
this convention that the work of the
Interstate Mississippi River
Improvement and Levee Association,
under the wise and able guidance of
its president, Charles Scott, has been
of great and lasting value, and its
continuance is a matter of vital im-
portance, and that this organization,
as it exists, with Charles Scott as its
president, and J. W. Bryant and W.
A. Everman as its secretaries, be con-
tinued, and that Charles Scott. be au-
thorized to appoint three members
from each State as members of the
Executive Committee of said Associa.
tion.

DISCUSSED AND ADOPTED.
During 'the consideration of the

resolutions many able speeches were
delivered by distinguished men from
all up and down the great river and As
different tributaries-most of them
for the resolutions as they came from
the committee, but one or two against
the idea of governmental control. The
overwhelming sentiment of the con-
vention, however, favored this idea,
and the resolutions were finally adopt-
ed as read, and the convention ad-
Journed sine die.

"Race Suicide's" Other Side.
It used to be said that it did not cost

anything to raise a baby, but that, on
the contrary, it was an investment.
Such a proposition can no longer be
maintained. Every baby costs a great
deal of money. * * * Each baby
cramps a little all that have come be-
fore it, with the result that the mother
and father are soon obliged to sacri-
fice themselves almost entirely on the
family altar. They must give up their
comforts and pleasures; the mother
must give up often even the necessi-
ties of life and take up its worst bur-
dens in order that the children shall
not suffer.

It makes me sick to look at friends
of mine who ten years ago were young
and happy and area now prematurely
old and wan and sad. The young fel-
low who used to have the elastic step
and the bright laugh is now gaunt and
dyspeptic and has Populistic views of
life. His wife, who was such a pretty
girl, whom we all liked so well, who
played and sang so nicely and was the
charm of any social gathering, now
looks like a little old hen. Her face
ib careworn; her look is haunted; she
betrays every evidence of being drain-
ed mentally, physically and spiritually
to minister to four or five youngsters
who must have "the best" of things
and who are lucky to get enbugh to
make a decent appearance.

I presume that I am as fond 'a fe-
ther as ever lived. I have four chil-
dren; and if any of them were not
welcome when they came, not one of
them would be spared on any account.
It happens that we are able to care
for four, not quite in the style which
two could have been maintained, but
to all intents and purposes quite well
enough for them and sufficiently well
for us to maintain our social position,
waich is very dear to us, though to
some such a statement may seem fol-
ly. If a time should come when we
had to give up our present style of
living (which, practically, means our
friends, since in that event we would
not and could not continue present
relations with them), I would consider
it perhaps the most serious day of my
life. So far as can be judged at pres-
ent, the only thing that might threaten
such an event would be the appearance
say of a couple of more children. I
presume there are those who will
think that this is an ignoble state
ment, but it is not only true, but it
is true of about every family of which
I have any personal acquaintance, ex-
cept in those rare instances where
there are no children at all. Nothing
is sadder to me than a large family
except one with no children at all.

I do not like to compare the presi-
dent's expressions in .his letters with
the brutal sayings of Napoleon about
the necessity of Frehch, women breed-
ing soldiers, but there is altogether
too much resemblance to suit me. I
have for the president the greatest
respect and * " * cannot believe
that he wants to see the population of
this nation grow simply because it
will give us military strength. The
fact is that we need better oitizens,
not more of them; and until there has
been some way provided by which
every child born into this world has
as good a chance as it ought to have
in the race for success I shall continue
to hold to the opinion that the fewer
there are in the family the better.
President Roosevelt has a large fam-ily, but he has always had abundant
means to care for them. If he couldknow the sulerings of poor women I
do not believe he would encouragte
poor men to increase their families.
--"Paterfamilias," in North Anzerican

Review.

A Statesman's Remuneration.
"Doesn't it sometimes4 pain you todisappoint so many of t.5-tbople who

expect you to get them offices?"

"No," answered Senator Sorghum;"a man is bound to get disappointed
sooner or later. As soon as a man
gets an offico he wants a better one,and so on. Sometimres I think- that the
fellow that never gets anything at all.
but just stands around and hopes, is
the one who does the best election

work."-Washington Star.

"This book," began the- agent."Ain't got no use fur it," interrupted
the busy merchant. "Judging from
your remark, sir, you are not aware
that this encyclopedia devotes at least
twelve pages to 'Grammar,' "-Phllar
delphia Press.

James I. Dolan, of Syracuse, pr•ellent of the Ancient Order of Hibere
sians, says that in the late Spanish-
kmerican war nine full American reg-
Iments 'were composed entirely of
members of the order (all Catholics),

Has Become a Cathollo,

We have seen it reported that es-President Steyn of the Oraqge Pfre
State has become a Catholic. The
-outhern Messenger, of San Antonio,
rtates that this report has been 0•

irme e d I

T'EXAS BOLL WEEVIL

Eats $30,oo0,000 Worth of Good
Cotton Every Year.

Sti Appetite Will Make Clothing
Priees Hiaher-Lone Star State

Offer
s $50,00 Reward for a
way to Kill Him.

Housewives of America, you have a
new insect enemy, and his name is Mr.
Boll Weevil.

Now, don't run for the corrosive sub-
limate bottle, or the cute little blow-
gun full of insect powder, or the moth
balls, or the sticky fly paper. He's not
in your house, and you can't get at
him.

Mr. Boll Weevil is busy eating cotton
in the wide cotton fields of Texas. He
eats cotton at the rate of $3,000,000 worth
a year. If the time shortly comes when
you have to pay seven cents, instead of
five cents, for a spool of machine cot-
ton, and from three to five cents a yard
more for all the dainty dimities and
lawns and organdies with which you de-
light to attire yourself and your sunny-
haired little daughters, you will have
only Mr. Boll Weevil to thank for it.

"Who is he, and where.did he come
from, and what has he done?" These
are more interesting questions than
you know. Here are some of the things
he already has done, according to the
Chicago American:

He has made W. P. Brown, chief fac-
tor in the cotton market, half a mil-
lion dollars richer by the rise in cot-
ton in a single day.

He has become so menacing that the
state government of Texas has offered
a reward of $50,000 for any means that
may be devised to vanquish him.

He has caused a serious shortage in
this year's cotton crop.

He has baffled the entomologists of
the federal government in their efforts
to check his ravages.

He has brought together a convention

TH5 RALTT. TVICRVTL

(Cotton Eating Pest Magnified Over Fifty
Times.)

of 500 busy men at Dallas, Tex., to plot
his assassination.

And he is only a tiny bug.
The boll weevil is a beetle with a

huge proboscis, and came originally
from Mexico. The extension of cot-
ton growing in the southern counties
of Texas made a bridge for him to cross
the Rio Grande, and he was first no-
ticed in Bee county, Tex., in 1894. The
agricultural department experts pro-
posed to the Texas legislature to stop
growing cotton along the river for two
years, and starvethe assassin out. "Who
is going to pay the planters for this
sacrifice?" asked the legislators.

Since then the beetle has traveled at
the rate of 75 miles to the northward,
and 25 miles to the eastward every'
year. On Texas soil the weevil has
thrived like the rabbit in Australia, for
the females lay 300 to 700 eggs a year.
They develop with the cotton boll it-
self, and eventually blight it so that it
does not open.

Latest reports say that the pest is
present in Louisiana and Georgia, as
well as Arkansas. Boll weevil news has
become a factor in the stock market;
the bears try to suppress it. Louislana
opinion is that the soil and the climate
of the state will prevent any further
spread there. Arkansas and Georgia
confidently hope the same.

Insecticide does no good. Going over
the field with revolving brushes that
sweep off the affected plants is too cost-
ly. The hope that a certain "green
bug" which was the natural enemy of
the weevil had been found was soon
dashed. The damage to the crop is $30,-
000,000 a year in Texas.

Last year a large number of represent-
ative cotton men, with government ex-
perts and entomologists to advise, met
in Dallas to begin a systematic fight
against the enemy. At their behest the
state government offered $50,000 to any
one who would find a remedy for theevil.
Thousands of methods have been ex-
ploited, without anybody havin; a shad-
ow of a claim to the revaNd.

The Dallas convention Just held con-
sisted of men representing the cotton in-
terests, not only of Texas, but of all
parts of the south and even the north,
Texas to-day would dbubtless give $10,-
000,000 as quickly as It would have given
$650,000 a year ago for a remedy.

raman Ostrlth Net Wanted.
Lee W. Wright, "the human ostrich,"

who seats oyster shells, pieces of glass.
tacks, buckles, wire iails and tough ar-
tides of that kind, lately applied for
a place as elerk is the Mobile post of.
Ace. The officials deemed him an un-
safe man to have around, and he was so
informed,

istrde Seesar katbtheqakes,
During a recent earthquake in North

Wales the blrds showed signs of ex.
trame terror, One would imagine that
of all creatures, birds have the least rea-
son to be afraid of an earthquake; yet
it p1eoms to affect them with the same
vidlent fear as those which are tied to
the earth.

*ad ahewe. I1 tsah,
During a thunderstorm in Webercounty. Utah, the rant •arned down mil-

lions of small toads, from an inch to an
inch and a halt in length, t'hey were
so deep on the hiAbwgy that they
clogged the whbeel of ehlel*a, and itwas with -tfleiait ttht teaes oeuld et

THE BEARL OP sPsENCE.

May Beeem e Prime mlister of Gnea
Iritals It Liberals Useturs

to Power.

According to all accounts, it iis no
practically settled that, should the lib-
eral party return to power as the result
of the present political crisis in Great
Britain, the premiership will be handed
over to the earl of Spencer, Lord Spen-
cer, who for years has been a llberal
of immense influence, is, perhaps, best
known throughout the country for the
vigorous policy pursued by him as vice•
roy of Ireland, but he also was a promi-
nent member of two Gladstone cabinets,
originally as first lord of the admiralty,
and afterward as president of the coun-
cil.

It can be said that the "Red lEarl," as
Lord Spencer is called, is the equal

THE EARL OF SPENCERS
(Acknowledged Leader of the Liberal

Party In England.)

of Lord Rosebery, or Mr. Asquith, as a
statesman, but he is regarded as the only
liberal leader of the first rank under
whom the various disagreeable factions
of the party of Gladstone could work in
harmony at the present time. It is prac-
tically certain that neither Lord Rose-
bery, nor Sir Henry Campbell-Banner-
man, the present liberal leader, would
care to hold office under the premier-
ship of the other, but pretty well au-
thenticated report has it that both would
be willing to hold portfolios in a cab-
inet presided over by Lord Spencer. In
such case Lord Rosebery probably would
become secretary of state for foreign
affairs, while it is thought that Sir
Henry would be made a peer, and thus
transferred to the upper house, Mr.
Asquith becoming leader of the house
of commons, with the ticklish job on his
hands of circumventing the assaults of
Mr. Chimberlain, who would almost cer-
tainly be the leader of the opposition.

It has never been said of the "Red
Earl" that he has had any great ambi-
tion fdr the premiership, and although
he has held various offices in parliament
and at court, he is much attached to the
life of a country gentleman. He owns
27,000 acres in Northamptonshire, and
his half brother is his heir.

ENTERPRISING BEGGARS.

Turkish Minliter Thinks Memadeante
eof Philadelphla Are Nervier

Than All Others.

Chekib Bey, the Turkish minister to
Washington, attended in Philadelphia
the recent launching of the Turkish
warship, Medjidla, at the Cramps' ship.
yard. During the luncheon following
the launch, Chekib Bey animadverted
for a moment on the beggars of Phila-
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delphin. "You have here," he said, "an
enterprising and intelligent collectito
of beggars. One of them approached
me this morning. He told a moving
tale of misfortune; then he asked me
for a little money; I put my hand in my
pocket to find that I was altogether out
of change. 'My man.' I said, *I have
nothing for you now, but in an hour I
shall be passing this way again. Then,
I promise you, you shall get something
from me.' 'All right, sir,' said the beg-
gar; 'but all the same,' he added, fret-
fully, 'you wouldn't believe the.amount,
of credit I give in this way.' "

WHAT IS A FLAT?
Tire, Womman D*e t I it andl Ale Tells

New It Il Dattalllt•las trom
an Apartment.

"Won't some one please enlighten me
as to the difterFac between a fat and
an apartment?" plaintively inquired a
woman who had Just Gloved to the city
at an afternoon tea. Everybody was
willing to enlighten her, says the Chib
cago Tribune.

"Why, of course," said oea, with as
experienced air; "the fat has a set of
peakaing tubes and whitles and bells

and things. When you want to get in
you ring the bell and the door clacks,
and you go in before the elacking stops
At an apartment houue there li a haBl.
boy to let you In, and usually an ele-
vator and telephone besides-"

"N4 you're wrong," came from a
tired-looklng little woman in a corner.
"Those are only mere surface dittf

nes.e A fiat and an apartment mam
both hav, none or all of thoe thlngal
The only real, heartrending differenae
Ig thti• in a fiat, it is not •,oaldtere
a heinous crime to have children; to
an apartment It Is That's all, I've
been tling vines and fig tre late.
ly myself, and I kactw, None of the
fis tree I loohed at weold taisrate my
olive branches; guesa they g i't g4 row it

he "FAn aease aen mlipe ntaldte aofthe 1iB,""

lr. lone -•t isa dls mo en
Jod new-"'I never laude'Ranysuch aassatios

anot it uttercruel and unhlk of ut
say so. Imdid noto I wasalway ri

Fimr sorted tha Iher wahnevoerwr1OSte'

-"Aell I need is de money, Do encourang
ment is not neeear.. Y. Sun.

Putnam Fadeless Des aolor more good.
per package, te ohera.

Fair words never hurt the tongue.-Chap
man.
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