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"“Ylk?h Officer's Barrow Escape from
A Trap in the Franco-German War.,
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z;il:riug 1p ghosts Into earnest and to
gra_vei!ght even fnto the gloom of the

Ghost storles are told by the thousand,
and, if the tales of old women could ba
?etieved, We should all have walked

Oong :-B'O in a blaze of light and known

that “precisely at 12 o'clock” skeletons
danced in the churchyards and pallid an-
cestral = dames wandered restlessly
throug’h--gvery‘ old castle.
But such tales wounid possesgs  ahzo-
lutely no interest for the public, who de-
slre_ to gee this subject treated seriousyy.
Therefors the following one is related
« On the authority of persons whose char-
_nt-.tol!' iga guarantee of trustworthiness,
¥ The incident was related by Joseph
Victqr'}'on Scheffel, the famous author
of “Ekkehard,” by an Intimate friend,
a cavalry officer, whom he calied S. and
described in the following terms:

“His eharacter excludes the poasibi-
lity ofany distrust. A thorough saldier,
Very m'igcttcal in his mode of thought,

; trmk to bluntness, yet genuinely re-
- Hglous; a man who, though he never

talks of his piety, In the hour of need

sands forth a prayer from the {nmost
depthe of his heart.

“He was g cavalry officer, and during
the campalgn of 1870 and 1871 was prin-
clpally engaged in pursuing Frane-
tireurs, & service for which his caution,
coolngss and eourage hordering upon
mkl@ness. rendered him specially fit-
- “The following story was told me
with bie own lips.”
. It was & warm moonlight night when,

“with & few picked men.of my squadron,

1 set ont to reconnoiter the enemy’s po-
sition,

Wa bd only a general knowledge of
the country; we were aware that in
front of us was & wood of moderate size,
behind it open meadows and tilled land,

and adjoining the latter & farmhonse
which we suspected to be the principal

~ hiding place and storercom of ammuni-
‘tion of the Franc-tireurs.

' 'The wood, however, proved larger and
more dificult to traverse than we ex-

~pected, ‘and although we used every pos-
sible precaution we were often dis-
turbed by sounds as if the enemy were
at hand and watching us.

We were already considering whether,

* "minder the circumatances, it would be ad-

~visable to pass out of the protecting

gloom ‘of the foresd Into the bright

. moonlight, when the rising storm cov-

ered the sky with clouds, transforming

the briillant moonlight into the most
“intense darknese.

' We had reached the edge of the woods
and stopped a momeat irresolutely goz-
ing out upon the dark, silent plain.

The wind bowed the treetops and swept
‘howling over the level country, the rain-
drops pattered down, and night birds,
with hoerse cries, fluttered over our

. beads. -

. ‘We could pot gee an inch beyond our
eyes, and It seemed an impossibility to

‘fing our way to ths farmhouse. I was
just making up my mind to turn back
‘when & light gleamed some distance be-
fore us. #

“The house! Eurrah—there's the
house!” whispered one of the men, and

I took my field glasses and anxiously
tried to diseover the building.

¥es. the light was shining through
the glass—it must be the window pane,
and at {imes wes ohscured Bs though
shadows were gliding before it.

* Tha room was evidently occupied by
the enemy.

- We rejolced. The stormy weather fa-

! vored our approach, the wind and ratn
would drown the noise of the horses
hoofs. We hed the best prospect of he
ing able to reconnoiter unseen,

80 we rode forward, first cantiously

. examining the ground; then, as it
proved to be grassy, velvety meadow
land, growing holder and moving mora

rapidly. 5

We advanced fer some time noiselesgs
Iy and swiftly, then the ground suddenly
became harder, and sometimes thers
wa3 a grating nolse, as if from loose peb-
blea.

Yet we rode on at a rapid pace, for
i we were coming nearer and nearer to
the light, and, according to our calcula=
tions, must reach it In ten minutesat the
latest.

It seemed strange that neither plowed
land nor fences appeared in the viclnity
of the house, but it was possible that
these signs of habitation were on the
opposite side, while the front over=-
'locked the open moor.
| The Nght burned steadily and bright-
i1¥ in the midst of the raging gale.

1 was riding in advance.of my men,

1+ with my eves fixed intently on the flame,

whose brightness grew still more daz-
gling aceount of the darkness.

Sudenly I started so violently that al-
most unconsciously 1 relned my horse
| back, thus stopping the riders behind me.
I With dilated eyes and halr fairly
| bristling with terror [ gazed at the white-
robed form of a woman who had ap-
peared out of the darkness, waving me
back—tny mother! Really, and in hod-
ly form, the mother who had been sleep-
ing three years In a German cemetery at
home.

I saw her distinetly—every line of her
dearly beloved face, her eves, her lips,
her fizure in the white shrond, just as
I had gazed at her for the last time in de-
epairing grief—my mother.
| Now she suddenly stood before me in
! the midst of the darkness of the night—
fn the eremy’s country on the lonely
maoar.

“Mother!” T cried, “mother!"

The corporal seizcd me by the arm in
horror.

“For heaven's sake! Captain!”

!  Then the strange apparition faded

'from my slght. Again, with every sign
of the most intense anxiety, she mo-
tioned: *“Back! Back!” Then the
thick darkness again surrounded me.

I sat in my saddle utierly Incapable
of speech. 1 felt my horse tremble une
der me as I drew it back snorting.

“Captain—" ]

“Haszkerr—didn’'t you see anything?"
I gasped, at last.

“Wo, captain. What?"”

“And did the rest of yousce nothing?”

“No, captain,” they answered, In evi=
dent surprise.

I drew mygelf up resolutely.

“Halt! Noi another step! Somedan-
ger 1s threatening us. Haekert, hold my
horse!"™ [ sprang to the ground. “Let
me go a few steps forward.”

Loose pebbles ereaked under my feet,
and 1 heard one roll along the ground
and then rattle as though it was faliing
into some deep chasm.

What was the meaning of that?

As I stood irresolute, hesltating to
move another step forward, the moon
ghone brightly through the clouds and
I looked into the yawning depths of a
stone guarry upon whose opposite side
a lantern had been hung.

A trap set for us by the Frane-tireurs!?

A chill ran through every limb. Two
steps more and w2 would have been
cruehed at the bottom of the chasm.

1 leaped back upon my horse.

“Wheel! We are on the edge of &
gtone quarry!” I said, in a low tone, and
my brave men, who had seen the dan-
ger at the same. moment, turned their
horses.

Then shots rattled from the opposits
side of the stone quarry. Bullets whis-
‘tled over our heads; one struck my cors
poral’s carbine, but he had already
taised it to his cheek, and we. toa, fired.

Twice we fired into the darkness. The

moon was again hidden. We no longer
gaw the foe and now dashed through the
wind and rain to the shelter of the
woods. :
" Not until later, when we had rejoined
our owh troops In safety, did the mem-
ory of what we had experienced over-
whelm me with 1ts full power. [ opened
my pocketbook, gazed at my dear, dead
mother's picture, pressed my face upon
it, and wépt like a child.

I have never found any explanation
of the mysterions ghostly vision except
that, during her lifetime, I had alwaya
been my mother’s favorite child, over
whom she had extended her loving pro-
tection.—N. Y. Sun.

A LEGEND OF HARVEST.

‘3a aficlent Israsl, s& say the seers,
: n&-ﬂ ‘prothers lvel In peace—as brothers

should, |
And tilled that ground whereon in after

ears

Khyg.ﬂ‘olomm's fliustrious temple stood.
A common heritage, each gave the fleld

His honest share ¢f toil, and took there-

Sfrom !
equal portion of the summer's yleld,
: %mmdued hlg part—nor held in doubt
- the sum.

% on the night the harvesiing wag done,
_B:l:.ng n}l the corn jay heaped beneath the
; “pides,
whe elder kinsman sat in thought alone
And gently reasgped with himeelf this

: wise; }
“y brather is not strong, and suffered

i eath the heat and burden of the day,
I.:’e? will take some sheaves from out my
5

store,
" Unknown, and add to his acress the
: “.N..I‘I
Angd, reasoning thus, he dld; then found
weet sleep.
}:a: so, howe'er, tlie younger of tha
. twaln,

'wlw lay awake apd said: “How can 1

'ﬂykie;rl:\at, full hn.lf. of all this golden
£ B In, f

) F wlfomam still but one, whilst he must
o d

-msfe:-ife and Httle children from his

: i

B hare!
Bo t]:sl. came night, to meet a greater
Srmeed,
He, too, in &
en at break of day both cheerily
e ﬁé:;n:?or:'h to work—wliih greeting, name
© 7 for name—
| fach scarce conced
bl s
}n;u;epsrste stack of sheaves was still
s he same! : .
- And twnen, next night, and next, ¥ "ove,
LT ahew
. whese Jewlsh Kinsmen gave by stealth
" their best—
fiut all in vain—behold the riddle grew
Exceeding slrange and caused them
~ much unrest; it
iz } t lust its secrei was reveal
¢ "Il‘E:I::th‘at once (blest be the Hand that

ccret did what he deemed

ted his wonderment to

< Teuves
Buch threads of chaace} fov half a:rosa
: e field : i
Thg met one night—each bent with
Teavyssheavesi

kinsmen true, Bo ofering later lald

By Solomon upon the costiiest shrine
Of this immortal ground, was better made
Than yours, nor gave to heaven a haller
slgnt
—Augustis Wight Bomberger, in Youth's
Companlon,

DISTRIBUTION OF SEEDS.

Congrensman  Sheppard Advocates
Change In Present Methods Which
Invelve Useless Expenditures.

Repregentative Sheppard, of Texas,
has introduced a reaclution providing a
change in the method of seed distribu-
tion at the depariment of agriculture,
The resolution directs that “the present
indiscriminate and inequitable distribu-
tion of wvegetable seeds by the depart-
ment of agriculture be discontinned,
and that the secretary of agriculture be
requeated to submlit to cotgress rlana
restoring the original purpose of the
seed distribution, which contemplated
the [etrodnetion of new varieties in va=
rious localities and the determinatior of
their adaptability to the soil, but which
has «egenerated into an expensive and
farcical allotment throughout the roun-
try, regardless of the character of the
soils and industries of the respective
i communities and the occupations and
i pursults of the people thereof, and sug-
gesting other ways, such as soil surveys,
good roads, extermination of pests, en=
couragement of hortienlture, establish=
ment of experimental farms, cultivation
of early maturing cotton seed, dizsema
ipation of valuable agricultural litera-
ture, and such other methnds as may
sugegest ihemselves by which the large
amount heretofore apprapriated in the
useless manner above described may ha
expended more logically and more ef-
fectively in the interesis of the agricul-
tural maszes of the United States.”

Cruel Papn.
Lard Littlecash ({lovingly)}—You are
my soul, -
Edith—Yes; I told papa that. Zaze
“Oh, what did he =ay?”
* “gaid you didn't earn enough to keep
your soul and body together.”—Tit-Bits,

Retrospection and Prospection

Value of Past Experiences Realized in
the Days of the Future.

e

New Year's Eermon ‘hy the “Highway and Byway’" Preacher.
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{Copyright, 103, by j. M. Edson.)

Chicago, S8unday, 1902,

Text:—"Daya should speak, an® multl-
;E‘«Ee of years should teach wisdors.'—Job
HE value of the yes-
terdays is meas-
ured by the offer-
ings which they
make ito the to-
days. The to-days
Are wigely and
profitably lived in
go far as they ap-
propriate and as-
simlliate the lessons
z and experiences of
el t h &« yesterdays,

“Days zhuud spealk, and multitude of
years ghould teach wisdom.” That is,
the vesterdays should speak their mes-
sage of admonition, of encouragement,
of hope to the to-days; they shounld
bring of their stores of wisdom which

-have been gathered as the fruitage of

years and give instruction to the young
ie-days. The words of our text are the
words of Eliku, the young man Wwho
epenks after Job's three aged friends
have coneluded their long harangues to
the aflicted man, Elihu was modest, or
at least affected to be, ard with a becom-
Ing deference, of which he is conseious-
Iy proud, he waits until the men of gray
hairs have spoken. Well would it he if
yourg men of to-day were as modesiand
deferential in the presence of their
elders. Men of mature years and vener-
able age should epeak first, zays Elihn,
Put in his words there 15 an implied re-
buke which is suggestive. It 15 as

| though he said to these three aged phil-

ozophers:  The deys and multitude of
years of vour obaervation and experi-
ence and learning should have enabled
¥ou to speak and teach wisdom, bnt, he

“gOes on to say in the ninth verse, “great

men are nof always wise; neither do the
aged underztard frédgment.” Years do
not always bring wisdom, ncr do they
always qualify a man to speak profitably
and wisely.  “Days shonld,” however,
“speak, and multitude of years should
teach wisdom.” Hach day should bring
forth its treasure to add to the life, and
each year should teach its lessons and
bestow the wealth of wisdom with which
it has been endowed. But too often the
days meit into weeks, and the weeks are
swallowed up of the months, and the
months are sotm 105t in the years asthey
glide swiftly by, and thoughtlessness
and heedlessness, worldliness and self-
seeklng rob the days and weeks and
months and years of their offerings of
troe wisdom and enduricg blessing.

(‘US’DOM has marked the first day of
~+ the New Year as the occasion for
noting in an especlal way the flight
of time, From the most ancient times
the beginning of years as marked by
the calendars of the dlfferent naiions
and peoples has been characterized by
ceremoniea and observationa of speclal
recognition. The Jews, the Egzyptians,

the Chinese, the Romans, the Mohamn-
| medans and other natlons,
' differing as to the time from Whlchis{mal loss and sorrow? If so, you have

althouzn |

terdays hring the inevitable reapinge
of the to-dava. But the days slip so
swiftly by that we are hardly conaclous
of their passage, and the year is gone
before we realize it, and we have
scarcely heard a whispered messaze
from the days as they have flown by.
But while the Old Year is dying, and
the New Year is about to be born, there
s a disposition on the part of man to
stop and listen and think ere he steps
into the days of the New Year. it is
time of retrospection and prospection.
It is, as the business man would say,
a time of taking stock and planning
new business; a closing up of the oid
set of books and the opening of new
ones, Expenditures and receipts are
carefully figured out, and the profits
ascertained. And man who has been
intrusted by God with 265 precious
days, and which he has spent one after
another, thoughtlessly or thoughtfully,
godlessly or righteously, selfishly or in
kindly service for others, ought to luke
an accounting at the end of the yesr.
Expended: 365 days, glven crisp and
resh, like new bank notes, from tae
hand of God. Receipts: What? Profits:
What? Daya ahould speak, and what
ghould be their message? :

AYS should speak of human limfta-

tions and uncertainties, and of God
and eternity. There is an awful lack of
the consciousness of God and eternity
in the world. People spend their days
az though they were to be without end:
they plan with little thought of the
limitations and uneertalnties which
boond those plans. It s positively
pathetic to see the bold assurance with
which man passes through this life. He
lives and feels and acts as though he
were a fixture, when he is but “as grass
and ag a flower of the fleld, so he flour-
isheth; for the wind passeth over it, and
it 48 gone; and the place thereof shall
znow it no more.”
hand, the Lord is the same “yesterday,
to-day and forever,” and “His mercy is
from everlasting to everlasting upon
them that fear Him,” and again in L
Peter 1:25, after declaring that *“all
flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man
as the flower of grass,” the apostle goes
on to proclaim that “the Word of the
Lord endureth forever.” Man's days
are numbered, eternity is without end;
Man's plans and devicea fall, but Ged’s
plans and purposes are as certain of
consummation as that day follows night.
What day during the year which is just
drawing to a close that has nof felt the
tread of the silent reaper Death? Itis
said that with every tick of the watch
a human life goes out somewhere in the
world. While we are in life we are in
the midst of death. Friends, acquaint-
ances, loved oneg have fallen about us
on every hand. As we look back over
the yvear, the sad days when the hand of
death has robbed vs of those whom we
loved and cherished and esteemed stand
ouf prominently, And whet message do
they speak to ua? Isiione only of per-

they reckoned the commencement of {fafled to hear its most important mes-

the year, all regarded it as a day of sne-
clal interest. Americans in the larger

sage to your spul. It would speak of
death which la sooner or later te rob

cities of the country where the Chi-: you of all that life now offers vou, and

nese are found im any numbers are |

reminded at the present day of the
difference hetwen the calendar com-
monly in use among the principal na-
tions of the world and that of China,
by the elaborate celebration of the Chi-
pese New Year. It s the great day m
the Chinaman’s year, and the day is
given over to festlvities and religious
ceremonies of various kinds. The Jews
to this dey observe the New Year's
day of their own Jewish calendar with
great talthfvlness and solemnity, The
celebration of New Year's day is of pa-
gan origin. The early Christlan ia-
thers—Augustine, Ambrose and others
~forbade in Christian use all festive
celebration of the day, because of the
{mmoral and superatitious ohservances
of the pagan festival. The Christians,
however, were directed to open the
year with a dey of prayer, fasting and
humiliation. But New Year's day is
not a religions or church day, except
in the Roman Catholic church, where
it ia observed as a holiday of strict
ohservence and religious ceremony.
Tpon the Christian of the Protestant
denominationg it has no direct claims,
and yet there is scarcely an organized
body of Christians in the world but in
some manner and to some degree gives
recognition to the day. It may be 1n
a watch night service, in which the
closing hours of the Old Year and the
dawn of the New Year are passed in
gongs of praise and worship, in prayer,
Scripture reading and tezthnony. It
may be a prayer gervice or other man-
ner of religious exercises on New
Year's day. It may bea New Year's

_dinner or soclal, or it may bhe only a

thought and reference to the day st the
regular rellglous services preceding its
dawn. It is a time of accounting, &
summing up of days past and a thought
for the days which the New Year will
count off day by day, end only give
up the secrets of those days as they are
revealed by the day's unfoldings.
“Days should speak” and the New
Year's day is the time when the days
of the year which has gone should Lave
opportunity to speak and cast the influ-

-ence of their experience upon the days

of the year just begun.

T IS an old and trite saying that

“time is momney.” If is & sad com-
mentary upon the material worldly
standards of the majority of people
that this definition of time is consid-
ered full and complete; that that is all
that can be said for time. But is time
to be weighed only in the world's per-
ishable gold? Time may be money;
it may give man the opportunity of
gaining heaps on heaps of the shiuing
metal in barter and trade, but it Is
more than money, it-is a sacred trust.
Days should speak, but they shouid
speak of something else than mad rush
after wealth; they should speak of
something else besides self-zseeking and
indulgence in pleasures and all man-
ner of excessea. And days do speak
ia condemnation and judgment o
those who will hear .them speak in Lo
other way.  The sowings of the yes-

it would point you to God who holds all

iyou may be possessed of .in eternity.

“How much did he leave? was asked
concerning the wealthy man who had
Just died. “He left it all,” was the saze
reply. And the all-important question is
pot what he left, but what did he have
1ald up in siore on the other side? Did
he havé treasure in Heaven? Did ho
have a Saviour Who was preparing: a
mension for him in the Father's House,
after the earthly house of this tabernacle
ghoiild be dissolved? Is it well with your
soul, with my soul?is the question which
the days filled with death ask as they
pass.

DHN QUiNCY ADAMS, when 80

years of age, wae met on the
slreetz of Boston one day by a friend
who, taking the frail, trembling hand
of the old man, said: “Good morn-
Ing! And how is John Quincy Ad-
ams to-day?” “Thank you,” replied
the ex-president, "John Quincy Adams
himself 18 well, sir; quite well, [ thank
you. But the house in which he Hves
at present is becoming dllapidated, It
is tottering upon its foundation. Time
and the seasons have nearly destroved
it. Its roof is pretty well worn ont.
Its walle are much shattered, and it
trembles with every wind The old
tenement ia becoming almost uninhab-
itable, and I think John Quincy Adems
will have to move out of it soon, hut
he himaelf is quite well, sir, quite
well.” Daysg had been speaking to this
Christian statesman. He had heard
thetr true message of God and eterni-
ty, and his soul, which was almost
ready to move out of the earthly house
of the body, had provided for ‘“the
house not made with hands, eternal in
the Heavens,” and he was not troubled
or anxlons. He had not stored all his
wenlth and ambltions in this life, but
had bteen busy during the years laying
up trzasure in Heaven. The old ne-
gro who was dying was told by the
doctor of his condition, that he must
die. *“Bless you, doctor,” replied the
man, whose simple faith had reached
up and laid nold of the Baviour who
had died for him, “bless you, don’t
let that bother you. That's what I've
heen living for!"” and the :peaceful
light of eterniiy overapread his dusky
face.. It i3 what he had been living
for. While in 1ife he had been living
for eternity. This was the méssage
which the daye as they passed brought
to his soul, and it is the message
which the days should speak to every
gonl. “So teach us to numhber our
dayn that we may apply our hearts
unt» wisdom,” should be the prayer of
everyone.

uT da:rs: speak mnol only of the un- |

certainty of life and of God and
eternity, but also of human failure
and s=in and selfishness. How fresh
and clean and spotlesg the days come
from the hand of Ged, and how stained
and scarred and marred they become
as man fills out thelr record. ' Search
diligently among the days through
which you have passed during the

But, on the other

past year and see if yon can find one
day which is free from faflure or mis-
take. Most of the days rre stained
with sim of heart and life, and the
cleanest and best days of the year are
not without their evidences of human
weakness and fallure. Are we afraid
to face them and hear them speak?
This is not manly; this fs not right.
But oh, how many turn from the mem-
ory of past failure, or wrongdoing,
past mistake or grievous sin, past dif-
ficulty or trouble, and refuss to hear
these days E]‘.:Bak or learn the lesschs
which they might teach! How many
try to forget, and rush feverishly into
the New Year with the deluded
thought that it will know no such
record! When Paul deelated he was
going to forget those thinge which are
behind he did not mean that he locked
the past in the chamber of impenetra-
ble oblivion and rushed heedlessly on-
ward in hope of winning the prize.
No: but he did mean that the fallurea
and sina and mistakes of the past were
fiot to handicap and discourage him
in the race which lay before him. But
those same failuras and mistales and
sins were t0 be the helpful slgnposts to
him by which he wouid aveid those same
pitfalis agaln. The runner circling the
track stumbles because of unevenoess
of ground. When. next he coinea to
that place he would be foolish indeed
if he forgot all about the dangerous
spot. He must remember it so that
he may avoid stumbling there a sec-
ond time. But on the other hand he
must forzget the fajlure. He must not
let the impression prevail that he
stumbled there once and must there-
fore stumble there again.
AYS do speak of fallures and sins,
but their true message is not one of
diseouragement, but encouragement.
The Bevil polnts to the days of failure
and says: See how you failed; of coursa
you will fail agaln. But God pointstothe
days of fallure only that He may point
out the cause of failure and help to vie-
tory gt another time. It is not man’s
fault that he cannot blot oui or rewrlte
the past, but it iz man's fauit if he does
tiot learn the lessons of the past a5 &
help to the living in the present. Lord
Metville, the noted English statesman of
one hundred years ago, when on New
Year's day he was wished a Happy New
Year, exclaimed: “1 hope this year will
be happler than the last, for I scarcely
recollect having spent one happy day in
the whole of it.”” He could not recall the
year and live it over again. ‘For this he
was oot to blame, but he was to be cen=
sured that he did not search cut the rea-
son or reasons for the unhappiness of
that year, and prevent their recurrence
in the New Year. The New Year brings
with it the worthy impulse to do better,
and from thig impulse i formed the New
Year's resolutions—resolutions hastily
formed and easily broken. This iz 8]-
ways the comedy and tragedy of the New
Year. And wherein does the trouble 1e?
Not in the making of the resolution, but
in failure to listen while the days of the
past speak their message for the future.
“Days should speak, and multitude of
yeare should teach wisdom,” and espe-
cially should this be true &5 one year
draws to its close and the other, hright
and fresh and untarnieshed, begins to un-
fold. : }
ND in the speech of the daye of the
past is found a propheey of the fu-
ture. No one who stends upon the
threshold of the New Year but wonders
~what i3 hidden within its bundle of days.
Man never possesses more than the pres-
ent; God is the custodian of the future.
But the days of the past may furnish
something more than a hint sometimes
of what the future will be. The sowing
of the past brings the reaping of the fu-
ture. Do you fear tolet the days of the
past speak because they may prophesy
of an unhappy frnitage to be garnered
from the days of sowing gone by? Per-
haps; but will foolish blindnesz and re-
fusal to hear the message of the days of
the past avert the undesirable reaping of
the future? Nay, verily! “Daysshould
gpeak, and multitude of ye¢ars should
teach wisdom.” And If we patiently and
humbly receive thelr meesage we may bs
able to change defeat into vietory, and
failure into success. And what ia the
supreme message of the days and the
years? It is notof man and his doings,
but it {s of Christ and what He hag dons
for man. The days of Christ upon
earth have not ceased to speak. Christ
the Son of God, Christ the perfect man,
Christ the zacrifice for sin, Christ the
Baviour of the world. And every day
since Christ wrought out the redemption
of man from sin has been ladzn with the
message of the Christ. -
T ia the presence of Christ in our days
which makes them worth living. even
thouzh we fail to recognize that Christ
and yield to Him obedience. Tt is the
egrtainty of Christ in the days to come
which fills them full of hope. It 1is
Christ Who can help you Interpret the
days of the past, and it is Christ Who 18
able to help you enter the days of the
New Year hopefully, victoriously and
successfully. Retrospection without
Christ 1o interpret and reveal the lesgona
of the past is a failure. Prospection
without Christ to cheer-and encourage
{s discouraging and perllous. New
Year's resolutions without the Chrlst
asz the {nepiration and the dynamic fores
to execute are zooner or later a sad and
dismal fallure. Samuel Johnson gave
expression to thiz truth when he sald:
“I have now spent 65 years in resolving;
having, from the earilest times almost
that 1 can remember, bheen formifig
gchemes of a better life. I have done
nothing.” What an admission for a
great man. Buf we all have to make the
same distressing confession where we
are trying in our sirength to make and
keep New Year’s resolutions. But Sam-
uel Johnson did not rest there, His
prayer wag finally: “0 God, grant me to
resolve aright, and to keep my resoln-
tions, for Jesua Christ’s sake!” And it
is right here where every one must end
the Old Year and begin the New if hs
would have the days of the past speak
a true and faithful message to his soul,
and be girded and equipped for the fu-
ture. “Dayg should speak, and multle
tude of years shonld teach wisdom,” and
they will if we have the mind of Christ
to understand and the wll of Christ
to do.

To Save Strest Car Men.

Filty temperance women of the North
and West sides of Chicago have organ-
jzed to open club rooms for street car
men, with the idea of atiracting em-
ployes from the galoons. The plan isto
rent rooms in the wicinity of each car
parn, where the railroad men can rest
while off duty. The only plarce of resort
they at present have 1s the back room
of some sa_.loon. v

 FOR FEMININE WEARERS. [

The Jwiest in Belta and Stocks Are
Striking and Handsome
Novelties.

The new stocks and belts possessa the
distinguishing characteristic of bring
aovel. They are really and truly differ-
et frem any ever eeed bafore and they
are less expensive than one expects to
find them.

The most fashionable belts, just atthe
moment, are made of skin of onekindor
another. The very wide suede belt,
which is crushed down ground the fig-
are and which fastens with a big leath-
er buckle in front, 15 one of the best
of belts, and, as it comes in a great va-
riety of colors, one can always find
something to sult, says the Brooklyn
Eagle.

But a more spectacular belt is the
calfskin belt, with the hair left on. A
belt of this kind was about three inches
wide in the back, tapering a liftle to-
ward the front, where it fastened with
a little round brass buckle. The color
was a reddish brown., a regular calf
color, with white places upon it. The
halr was short and if rubbed the right
way felt very silky.

A very neat belt is the pigskin belt,
and there are all the crushable kid belts
of the year, dyed In red and green, brown
and black.

The popular taste runs just at present
toward the belt which must be crushed
down in the back, for it is too wide to
fit the walst. The front is cut taper-
fng. This belt is hooked arcund the
walst, 13 fastened low in front and is
pushed down as far as possible, for the
low fromt Is still the vogue, The back
and sides talke on little natural wrinkles.
until a waist is formed. Ttisimportant
to put the belt on carefully the first time,
for the creases will remain just as they
were at first.

The stocks are departing from their
simplicity, for they show the oddest of
features. Many are partly of fur-and
there are stocke that are made of silk,
while a velvet strap goes over the sllk
and hooks In front. o

The Armenian belta and stocks ers
wonderfully conspicuous, and consist of
linen embroidered in many colors,
Some of them are as vivid as gorgeous
silks can make them and are ‘carried
out with a degree of native fidelity that
I3 surprising. The embroidering of a
handsome belt makes a fascinating piece
of faney work, and the woman with time
on her hands and akill in her finger tips
can get busy on this very useful plece
of Industry, ° ]

Old-fashioned cahvas s used apgnin
for belis, and wonderful patterns are
worked in the canvas with the outside
—filling in the pattern—done in bright
sllks or in beads. The bead belts have
by no means gone out and the new ones
are prettier than the old. Particnlarly
goad are the Apache helts, which are
made in the most intricate designs.

There are a few sealakin belte to
match the sealgkin cloaks, but this
makes the waist too bulky for beauty.

CARE OF THE EARS,

fome Rules Which Showld Be Cave-
fully Ohserved by Parents of
i Young Children.

In the proper care of the ears in
childhood two things have to be con-
sidered—the local conditions of the
ears, and, what is equally important,
the general state of the child's heaith,
gays Youth's Companion.

As to the cure of the esr itself, it
must always be remembered that the
hearing apparatus i a plece of very
delicate mechanism, no more sulted to
rough treatment than is the ball of the
eye. It can be easily injured by the in-
troduction of a jorelgn body, or by .a
blow from the outside. Small children
sometimes push things ioto their ears
by way of experiment. In this case
the child's guardians should keep per-
fectly cool, and gend for a physician at
once. The child must not be shaken
and punished uftll the object is re-
moved, and above all the nurse or
'‘'mother must not grope for it with
hairpin or tweezers, for that ia the way
to pugh it farther in, or to wound or
even rupture the delfcate dtum mem-
brane—an accldent which may be fol-
lowed by complete deafness, and even
death. should a serious inflammation
POsue.

There 1s perhaps one exweplion to
this rule of Iaaving a foreign body
alone until the doctor comes. Occa-
sionally insects fly Into the ear, and
cause great angulsh by buzzing and
fluttering about. ‘They can be speedily
disposed of by dropping in a Httle
sweet oil or lukewarm salt water.

A3 to injury from the outside, chil-
dren should be carefully guarded
againet any games which inclode loud
shoutings direetly into the gar, and it
is gurely needlese to add that pulling
the ears, and, above all, boxing the
ears as a form of punishment shonld
be held a criminal offense. It may in-
duce partial and temporary deafness,
complete deafness, and even death,
and if indulged in by a teacher should
be followed by arrest and public re-
buke.

The care of the eeneral health as
ii affects the hearing is most important
in young children, particularly as re-
gards the subject of ventilation, czpe-
cinlly at night. Many chbildren who
get enough fresh alr in the dzytime
gre kept half-suffocated at night.
Nursery windews must be kept open,
nurses must not be allowed to cloge
ventilators without permisison, each
child sghould have iis separate cot,
ptaced out of the draft, but with good
wide breatihing space a1l around it,
and the more signs & child gives of
being constitulionally disposed to ear
trouble the more siringent should be
the obssrvance of these rules.

Honest Praise,

Fraise ia good for all those who are
honestly striving for their betterment,
but injurious praise is worse than
none. The friend who says to us; *“I
de like that, and I think you are im-
proving in your work, and I want to
gee you go right on,” and says it hon-
estly and sincerely-—well, it may not
gound se sweet' to our ears, but it
means & great deal more than the one
who says: “You are a gemius—oh,
your falent is beyond words, you are,
ete., ote”” Praise should inspire us,
not make us econtent with ourselves,
It should play the role of tabasco
gauce, rather than choeolate earamel
And a little of either of these is goed.

RABBITS IN SEASON.

Good Subatitute for Chicken and Hay
Be Prepared in Varioos
ways.

A very acceptable change for the
meat-eater and a food that has the ad-
vantage of being cheap as well as good,
is the common wild rabbit, says the
Washington Star.

‘When young, fat aqd tender, they
are fine eatine, and the peculiar gamy
flavor of the flesh recommends it to
the lover of "“wild meats.” Iike other
wild game, it is best eating in the fail
and early winter. Then the young rab-
bit is well fleshed and has redched an
age and condition of savoriness, while
the meat s still tender and of delicate
flavor.

The young rabhbit may well substi-
tute chicken, and be prepered in vari-
oug similar ways, if done by skillful
hands. The flesh ia mostly lean and
similar to the dark meat in chicken,
and while young is very digestible. It
had the same fault ag chicken if served
too  frequently. It satiates mora
quickly than most other meats,

The fact that the meat ¢f the young
rabblt compares so favorably with
chicken has led to its heirg employed
very frequently in preparations wherse
ita detection ia difficult. In soups,
purees, canned and potted chicken, in
croqueties and like mixtures, and in
chicken and meat ples it may easily
masquerade for the mors expensive
young and tender poultry. :

Not 80 very many generations have
passed since the rabbit was rezarded
as unfit for food, the ancient Britom
refusing to eat hares from rellgions
ohjections to them. Presumably the
same reason prohibited the Jews from
eating them. Why it should occupy
such & equivocal position is not guita
clear, as it ia a strietly vegetarian an-
Imal and a ereature of most particuiar
and cleanly habits, in sharp contrast
to the natural propensitles of the com-
mon hen. Perhaps one reason why the
rabbit is not regarded in higher favor
a3 a table delicacy iz because of itas
cheapness, being so plentiful in soms
sections as to hecome a plague to the
farmers by despoiling growing crops
and frol treea. If it were scarce and
required careful guarding and foster-
fng, the market value of its meat
would probably also fncrease the gual-
ity and place it among the luxuries,

Authorities tell us that the rabhit
must not be too young or too old. It
18 safe, however, to conclude that after
the frost season has well set in
the rabbit cannot be too young for
most methods of preparation for the
table. Beware of rabbits cld and rab-
bits tough, unless you intend to use
them for broth or soup. The meat is
stringy and indigestible. i

Unless the young rabbit i3 in good
condition it will become hard and dry
and not very savory when cooked. In
fact, rabbits are best served in some
manner which calla for extra fat, such
ag bacon or salt pork, pleaty of butter
or cream, or accompanied with plain
boiled rice to supply the deficlency of
carbohydrates. Many of the modes of
preparing the rabbit, and they may be
served in almoat every varlety of form
in which fowls or chickens—praviously
cut into small jolnts—are directed to °
be cooked. Well dressed they make
nice entrees, such as fillets, pattles, or
minces or salpicons, all kinds of que-
nelles and houdins, ragonts, fricasseed
ples, etc. A rabbit panned or larded
‘and braized and served with a puree of
turnip and giblet sauce, zlazed aweet
potatoes, apple and celery salad, and a
creamy old-fashioned baked rice pud-
ding, makes a dinner flhat will not
only satisfy waiting appetite, but kin-
dle the lagging one a3 well

BITS OF FASHION.

Dnisty Trifies That Lend Attractives .
nesn to the Costumes of
the Seasom,

The loose coats are all shorter than
of late years, says a lashlon authority,

Very large, handsome buttons of old
silver, dull gold, or enamsl Are some-
times the only note of ornament ot color
upen a box coat. i

Old-fashionhed crape liele is used for
the greater part of the meck ruchinga
for costumes.of heavy Iabric.

Trimmings on' evenlng skirtz this
year are noticeably toward the middle
of the garment. The lower edge is often
finished with a simple hem a few {nches
in width.

Chiffon lends ltzelf sp admirably to
the present treatment of evening
gleeves that it is often uv:zed for this
purpose in gowns of met, lace, crepe
de chine or other materials.

Tulle, net, mousgeling, chiffon, crepe
de chine, crepe de Parls and lace are
favorites for ball gowns. The demand .
for these fabrics hag brought out a
pumber of lovely noveltles in tulle. i

White gloves are not very much worn
on the street in the morning, tans,
grays and reds having superseded them.
Driving gloves of suede with dogskin
palims are a novelty.

' Good Luck Cake,

One egg, one cup sugar, one-third
cup butier, one-half cup sweet milk,
twa cups flour that has been sifted,
two teaspoons baking powder, or one
teaspoon cream tartar, one-half tea-
spoon of soda; flavor to sult taste;
take powdered sugar and moisten with
milk for frosting, add a tablespoon of
cocoa or a few drops of pink coloring,
or sprinkle on cocoanut or walnuts for
variety —Boston Globe.

Lard for Pasiry. I

Lard is much nicer for pastry, and,
indeed, for every purpose for which it
is used, if, when it is rewdered, it i3
mixed with suet in the preoportion of
one-third suet to two-thirds lard. Suet
cannot be rendered in water, but
sghonld be placed in a dripping-pan and
set in the oven to bake out. The lard
anid suet should then be put together
before they are strained.—Urange Judd
Farmer.

Crowding Out Happiness.

It 15 the overdoing in our daily Iives
and the overcrowding of our homes
with useless furnishings, our desire to
outshine our neighbor and atiain to
soeinl distinction, which crowds oot
the things which are really worih
while—the peace and happiness and
sweet gerenity which is a benediction

~-Pittsburg Gazette. -.
B

in our home and the sign and seai of ' ;
e regnant life.—Boston Pozt >
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