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ISAAC aind
ISHMAEL
OUR. BIBLE STORY by the
"Highway and Byway" Preacher.

(A Vision Between the Lines of God's
inspired Word.)

(Copyright, l1i, by J. it. Edlon.)

Scripture Authority:-"And Abraham
Lualled the name of his son that was born
'ato him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac

. And the child grew, and was weaned;.nd Abraham made a great feast; the sametay that Isaac was weaned. And Sarah
ItW the son of Hagar the Egyp-
Lan, which she had born unto Abraham,
Locking. Wherefore she said unto Abra-
kam, Cast out this bondwoman and her
an; for the sdn of this bondwoman shall

not be heir with my son, even with Isaac.
And the thing was very grievous in Abra-
ham's sight because of his son."-Gen. 21:3,

FIE sweet, merry
]Laughter of a lit-

/i tie child floated
;'/ i out upon the

S morning breeze,
/ and a mother's

tender voice could
be heard, as she
talked to and
played with her
darling.

The sounds
reached the ears
of a woman seat-
ed in her tent at

some little distance away, and, shift-
ing her position uneasily, as though
the harmony and joy in the other tent
had struck a discord in her own, she
sighed, and muttered to he:self:

"And now what of Ishmael?"
"What's that, mother?" quickly

spoke up a boy who was tinkering over
some boyish contrivance in the tent
door, but who, at the sound of his
mother's sigh and half inaudible
words, dropped his work and looked
up at her, inquiringly. "Did you speak
my name?"

The woman started as one does
when suddenly made conscious that
the inward emotions have been be-
trayed. Instanly his sympathetic na-
ture was aroused, and springing light-
ly to his feet, he went towards his
mother, and, throwing himself at her
feet and looking up into her face, he
asked again, more insistently:

"What is it, mother?"
The relationship between the two

was peculiarly close and tender, due
largely to the circumstances surround-
ing the lives of both. The stern ser-
vice of her. mistress Sarah had its
recompense in the joy of the coming
of the son into her life; and she pa-
tiently endured, and lavished her af-
fection upon the boy whom Sarah had
coveted and then spurned. The touch
of the boy's impulsive hand, his
appealing look, his tone of sympathy,
quite overcame her, and she burst
into tears.

Don't, mother, don't!" exclaimed the
boy, in great distress, while at the
same time he caressed her, tenderly.
"What is troubling you? Has"-

A little goo at the tent door startled
them, and they both looked up just as
a sturdy boy of between two and three
years of age came toddling in. As he
caught sight of Ishmael he uttered a
gleeful shout, and came running to-
wards him with outstretched hands.
A smile lit up the troubled face of the
older boy, and for the instant, forget-
ting the distress of his mother, he
stooped to take the baby and have a
frolic with him, as was his wont, for
ever since the coming of little Isaac,
Ishmael had been his loyal admirer
and faithful guardian and playfellow,
but as he stooped down, his eye fell upon
the face of his mother, who with dark,
almost evil look, was taking in the
whole scene. Quickly checking him-
self, he turned toward his mother and
studied the tel.tale emotions which
were playing across her face, while
the disappointed baby tugged at his
tunic and whined, impatiently. Ish-
mael had never before seen such looks
upon his mother's face, but that they
were in some way connected with the
little fellow who had so unexpectedly
broken in upon them he instinctively
felt.

4t that instant a shadow fell across
the doorway, and the, form of a woman

appeared. Her quick eye took in the
tableau before her. The strained.
drawn, hard look on the face of the

Egyptian mother, the puzzled, troubled
expression in Ishmael's face, and the
impatient wail of her little son as he
tugged sturdily at the older boy's gar-
ments and sought to obtain the accus-
tomed attention which was for some
reason he could not understand being
withheld.

"Ah, here you are,you little runaway!
Come, see what mother has for you,"
holding up a new garment of rich color-

ing and finest texture, which the proud
mother was preparing for the great fes-
tal occasion which was to mark the
weaning of the bdy and his formal rec-

ognition as the sole heir of Abraham's
possessions and position.

At the sound of Sarah's voice, Har
looked up with a startled and guilty --

pression, and, trying to smile, she bowed

low, and then spreading a rug at Sarah's

feet, she said, with an effort at compos-
ure:

"Will not my mistress be seated?"
"Not this morning, Hagar, there is so

much to do in preparation for Isaac's
feast, which my hands alone must do,
that I cannot," and with a pretense of
not having noticed the jealousy and un-

happiness of the other woman, she

picked up her baby and hastened from

the tent.
Hagar, who had risen when her mis-

tress had entered, now paced the floor

of her tent in great agitation, and the

boy followed her movements in silence,
the meanwhile pondering over the cir-

cumstances of the morning. Suddenly
the mother stopped in front of him and

exclaimed, fiercely, almost incoher-
ently:

"The new garment. the great feast?
Do you not know what that means for

yout Oh, Ishmael--"
And again sobs and tears broke forth,

cutting short the mother's words.
"Bat what of it, mother?" stammered

thes boy, in a dazed sort of way.
The failure of the boy to appreciate

the situation seemed to exasperate the

'mother, and she exclaimed, passion-

"What of It! Cannot you understand
t you baso part or lot with Isae?.
: •son of Abraham thou art not . to

sh.re in aught that is his save sneb
beggarly portions as he may give you
during his life. The new garment is
for the heir! The feast is for the heir!
And Abraham and the great sheiks of
all the country round will make merry
as Isaac is proclaimed heir! And
you," seizing the boy by the shoulders
and almost shaking him in the fronzy
of her grief and despair, "and you are
just Ishmael, son of the bond-slave!"

The first dawning feelings of jeal-
ousy and sense of ,wrong suffered began
to rise in the boy's soul as his mother's
words and her bitter grief cut deep
into his sensitive nature. A feeling of
resentment rose within him against
those who could cause his mother so
much grief, and the fact that his
mother's thought was for him, made
him all the more responsive to her
mood. And with the feelings of jeal-
ousy and resentment came a new stir.
ring within of self-reliance and inde-
pendence. The proud spirit of the boy
was touched, and an ill-defined, vague
purpose took possession of him that
day to achieve apart from anything
that Abraham. could or would do for
him.

On the day before the feast Sarah
said to Abraham:

"I like not the manner of Ishmael, of
late. He cometh no more to our tent
to visit Isaac, and I fear he is angry."

And then Sarah went on to tell what
she witnessed in Hagar's tent some
time before, since which time Ishmael
had not been the same.

"It were better that he be not pres-
ent at the feast to-morrow, lest the
celebration in Isaac's honor cause the
fires of jealousy to burn within his
heart," Sarah continued. "He hath
no part with thine heirn Let him go
with the sheep herder who leaves
with the flocks for the distant pastur-
age to-day."

Abraham shook his head slowly,
while his countenance bore a troubled
look.

"It seemeth hard to deny the boy
the pleasures of the morrow. I fear
thou art needlessly anxious. Should
not Ishmael, my son, share in our joys
and pleasures, and our plans?"

"Nay," quickly responded Sarah,
"but dost thou not remember that the
son of the bondwoman can have no
part with the son of promise? Hast
thou forgotten how the Lord hath
spoken, saying that He would make
His covenant with Isaac, and not Ish-
mael?"

The force of Sarah's words evident-
ly impressed Abraham deeply, for as
he turned to go, he said in quiet, sad
tone of voice:

"I will arrange it according to thy
wish."

Late that afternoon Ishmael
trudge, along behind the flocks, bitter
resentment filling his heart.

"They are sending me off to get rid
of me for the feast to-morrow," he
muttered. "It is not fair! Mother
says I have as good right to be there
as Isaac, for am I not Abraham's son?"

Such was the ,burden of Ishmael's
thoughts, and the longer he pondered
the situation, and the farther he jour-
neyed from home, the more positive
becamne the conviction that grievous
injustice was being done him. Sud-
denly he stopped, as a thought flashed
into his mind, and he exclaimed:

"I'll do it! I'll do it!"
That night when darkness had fal-

len and the herder was rounding up
some of the scattering sheep, Ishmael
slipped a'way and started back
towards hcme. The next morning he
lingered on the outskirts of the tented
area, for he dared not make his pres-
ence known. As he lay hidden in the
bushes near enough to see and hear, he
watched the guests arrive, and lis-
tened to the busy hum of voices as the
visiting and merry-making went on.
He saw the gifts as they were borne to
Sarah's tent to be presented to little
Isaac, and later he saw the latter in his
gorgeous robes, such as the heir is ac-
customed to wear on such occasions, be-
ing borne aloft, while the assembled
guests bowed before him and then with
loud acclaim proclaimed him Abraham's
heir and wished him long life and pros-
perity and power. Then came the
feasting, and Ishmael, who had eaten
nothing since the night before, found
his hunger overcoming his fears, and
leaving his hiding place he crept in to
where some of the servants were feast-
ing and making merry. Gladly they
made place for him, for the boy was a
generdi favorite with them, and while
they cast knowing glances at each other,
they plied him with questions as to
where he had been and why he was not
sharing in the festivities.

With a sneer in the direction of Isaac,
and a shrug of the shoulders, Ishmael
snarled:

"Why should all be given to Isaac?
Am I not Abraham's son?"

"The boy is right." chuckled one dark-
visaged fellow, by way of encourage-
ment, and then noting the responsive
nods on every side, and the brightening
of Ishmael's countena~nce. he continued:
"Here's to Ishmael, Abraham's heir."

The spirit of reckless fun then seized
the rest of the group. One fellow threw
over Ishmael's shoulders in lieu of the
robes of the heir one of the brilliant rugs
lying on the ground, and all bowed be-
fore him in mock solemnity. The com-
motion drew the attention of the rest
of the company, and Sarah beholding,
took in the situation at a glance, while
the guests thinking it only some merry
frolic of the servants turned again to
their feasting and chatter.

But not so Sarah, and after the guests
had all departed and she and Abraham
were alone, her pent-up feelings burst
forth:

"'Cast out this bondwoman and her
son," she fiercely and abruptly ex-
claimed. "For the son of this bondwom-
an shall not be heir with my son, even
with Isaac!"

In bewildered surprise and sorrow,
Abraham by questioning learned of the
incidents of the afternoon, but the
harsh measures wb ich his wife proposed
seemed very grievous unto him, for he
loved Ishmael, but natural affection
often brings one at cross purposes with
faith and the plans of God.

Abraham bowed his head in grief and
spake not.

"Cast out this. bondwoman and her
son," again demanded Sarah, "'for he
shall not be heir with my son, even with
Isaae!"

And Abraham, the father of Ishmael,
the son of the bondwoman, and the fa.
ther of Isasac, the son of promise, strode
out into the night in silence, to fighi
out the issue alone with Uod.

FOXTAIL MILLET.

Several Varieties of the Plant Are
Being Grown in America-Are

Large in Form.

Under the name of Japanese millets
several kinds ~foxtail millet are be-
ing grown in this country. Most of
these millets are large in form and
yield heavily in seed and forage, un-
der favorable conditions, but do not
withstand drouth well, and when a
dry spell comes they yield to it quick-
er than do most of our common mil-
lets.

There have also been introduced

KOREAN FOXTAIL MILLET.

from Korea millets known as foxtail,
which differ considerably from the
millets grown in this country and also
from the Japanese, says Farmers' Re-
view. We illustrate the Korean mil-
let. This millet has done well on the
grounds of the agricultural department
in Washington, but as yet little ex-
perimentation has been done with
them in the country as a whole.

TO ESCAPE INSECTS.

Rotation of Crops Effects Much Good
in Ridding Farm of Destruc-

tive Life.

On a farm of good size the best way
to keep the destructive insects down
is to rotate crops. I find that in that
way I can generally escape the worst
of the insect pests, says a Michigan
farmer in the Farmers' Review. Where
the same crop is planted on the same
field year after year the insects have
a chance to establish themselves in
colonies. In the case of the, plant lice
on corn roots there is little danger the
first year because the ants are the real
mischief-makers. If the field has been
in oats the previous year we may ex-
pect to find no ants there, for lice do
not feed on the roots of the oat plant.
Not till corn has been on the, same
land for several years will the ant in-
vasion become serious, and without the
ant invasion we have nothing to fear
from the lice.

The Hessian fly is quite easily stamp-
ed out by taking away his food supply
for one year, but we must do that by
depriving this insect of all of his main-
stays in feeding-wheat, rye and bar-
ley. Not only must we put the land
into something else than those crops,
but we must be careful that in the
field planted to corn or potatoes no
volunteer wheat, rye or barley is per-
mitted to grow.

BUTCHERING AT HOME.

Every Farmer Should Do His Own
Killing-Old Custom Going

Out of Fashion.

The slaughtering of live stock on the
farm is going out of fashion altogether

too fast. There is
. no good reason
S(&. why every farmer

should not butcher
his own meat as

/ well as market
more or less of his
own live stock di-
rec t to the con-
sumer, says Farm
and Home. The

b illustration shows
a very simple and
suggestive way of
butchering a beef
or other animal.

Where a suitable building and windlass
is not convenient, the work may be done
under a large tree. Simply fasten a
stout pulley, a, and rope up among the
branches and fasten the end to a spike,
b, driven in the trunk. /

One Bee Tree.
In June last we cut a bee-tree. The

bees, though considerably scattered
about by the tree breaking when it
struck the ground, were hived and at
once went to work. When we went
after them, however, the hive was
empty. In passing the spot four
months later we noticed been flying,
and found the swarm under a' portion
of the tree. They had built a number
of combs, a foot in depth, and had con-
siderable brood and honey, all out
in the open air.

Good Drinking Fount.
A good drinking fount for little

chicks is made by 'filling a shallow
crock or pan with pebbles about the
aise of hickory nuts or as large as
walnuts, and then filling with water.
The chicks can brink between the
pebbles, but cannot get wet or drown.
The vessels should be scalded out two
or three times a week.-Commercial
Poultry.

Milk a Perfect Food.
It needs to be frequently repeated

that milk is a perfect food, and alone
would sustain life. Eggs, bananas and
some other foods will do the same. Bu.t
Irish potaJoes will not. Pure, un-
skimmed milk is adapted to all ages,
and is dimcult to surDass as food.

ROUGH FEED FOR HOGS.

Animal Man Makes Many Observae
tions, and Gives Out *esults of

His Experiments.

George M. Rommel, of the bureau of
animal industry of the United States
department of agriculture, has been
making some very interesting observa-
tions for several years relative to ex-
periments along the line of feed for
hogs. Although the capacity of bulk
found in cattle and sheep is generally
lacking in hogs. Mr. Rommel's observa-
tions show that hogs will thrive on a
reasonable amount of roughage.

The results of investigation conduct-
ed by many experiment stations are
given:

The Kansas experiment station has
reported a series of experiments with
drought-resident crops. Three of these
experiments had to do with affalfa
hay. In the first place, the hogs used
were of mixed breeding-Berkshire and
Poland China-representing about the
average of Kansas farm hogs. The al-
falfa was of good quality.

Two lots were fed, one receiving the
hay whole in greater quantity than it
would consume, the other having
ground hay. In the second test the
meal-fed lot received some cotton-seed
meal-0.16 pound to each pound of
Kafir corn, which did not affect the
hogs seriously. This test was conduct-
ed during the most severe weather of
the winter, the thermometer register-
ing 32 degrees F. below zero, February
12, ten days after the experiment be-
gan.

In the third test the grain was wet
with water at the time of feeding. The
alfalfa hay had been cut late and was
rather woody.

The Utah station fed one lat of hogs
on a mixture of equal parts by weight
of chopped wheat and grain, wet. An-
other lot had the same grain ration
with chopped alfalfa hay added. "The
alfalfa used was well cured and was
prepared by running through an ensi-
lage cutter, the blades of which are ar-
ranged for cutting into half-inch
lengths." The pigs were thrifty grade
Berkshires.

The Montana station fed three lots of
hogs to compare the feeding values of
a certain ration with sugar beets and
alfalfa hay as roughage with a ration
of grain only. The lot on grain alone
received a ration consisting, during the
earlt part of the experiment, of two
parts of damaged wheat and one part
of oats, barley taking the place of the
wheat during the latter part of the ex-
periment. The hay-fed lot had same
ration with alfalfa hay added. The al-
falfa hay was run through a cutting
box, moistened, and mixed with meal.
The hogs were by a Berkshire boar out
of high-grade Poland China sows. They
had previously had the run of a stub-
ble field, with some clover pasture.

The average of these experiments
show that 593 pounds of grain were re-
quired for 100 pounds of gain, when no
hay was fed, and 505 pounds of grain
and 89 pounds of alfalfa hay when hay
was fed, a saving of 88 pounds of grain
to be credited to the hay fed.

THREE-HORSE DOUBLETREE.

Versatile Instrument Which One

Agriculturist Declares Is
Best in Market.

Here is a sketch of a three-horse
"double-tree" that is the best I have
ever used, writes a correspondent of
the Rural New Yorker. It is light, and

THE THREE-HORSE "DOUBLETREE."

can be used as a two-horse doubletree
by changing two clevises and taking off
the short single tree. The doubletree
is four feet from center to center of out-
side holes. The single trees are two
feet six inches; short one is ten inches.
Irons on single trees are all si~Inches.
The short single tree should be made
with a hook on the under side so that
all will be on a line.

FARM NOTES.

The'Frances peace seems to rot bad-
ly on the tree.

The sun and high winds were good
for 1he cherry bloon).

What are the objections to keeping
sheep on a dairy farm?

It is reported that peach stones
from California canneries are dried
and sold for fuel. They are said to
give out more heat than coal in pro-
portion to weight.

At a hotel ih Charleston; S. C., we
found baked apples and strawberries
on the card for breakfast. Careful ob-
servation showed that the majority
called for apples.

Feed the Cows Well.
Many a cow with fair results could

be made to produce double if she had
the proper material in the shape of
food to work up into milk; the ma-
chine may be all right, but the mate-
rial all wrong. We must have both to
have success. She must of necessity
consume large quantities of nutritious
food if she gives a large and paying
amount of milk. She cannot consume
dry feed enough and digest it, to work
her milk producing power to full ca-
pacity, without succulent, easily digest-
ed foods.--Midland Farmer.

Barnyard Manure.
Barnyard manure is one of the most

efficient means at the disposal of the
farmer to permagently improve his
soil. Probably no other fertilizer pos-
sesses to so great a degree the power
of restoring worn soils to productive-
ness and giving them lasting fertility.
One of the best ways to utilize barn-
yard manure is to apply it in co-l-s
tion with fertilizing materials as sup.l
plement to its fertilizing constituents,
-- Orchard and Farm.
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Livery and Sale Stable.

Funeral Directors
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PURNITURE MOVING and BAGGAGE
TRANSFER A SPECIALTY.

Special rates to families wishing kors

Long Distance Phone No. 79.

Latest Style Rubber Tire Carriages.
Oeatle Horses.

Daily lHack It Fru kilatei . Careful Drivers

F. F. PLANCHE
...... Is Ready to Furnish You all Kinds of......

Stove and Fire Wood
CUT TO ANY LENGTH.

DELIVERED IN TOWN. TELEPHONE NO. 92

., BUY YOUR GROCERIES FROM .

L. MEDAL & CO.
OPPOSITE THE POSTOFFICE.

The Most Complete Stock.
The Freshest Goods in Town.

The Lowest Prices on Record.

TELEPHONE NO. *sg. FREE DELIVERY.
Freight agents for the schooners: J. R. O'Rourke and Josie Weaver

THE JACKSON STORE
HENRY STRUBBE, Proprietor,

ABITA SPRINGS, LA.

Fresh Groceries-New Goods
BOOTS AND, SHOES

Farm Implements. .•,, Free Delivery

V. SCHMIDT'S
General Merchandise Store

The only first-class establishment in ABITA SPRINGS.
Go there if you want goods at the Cheapest Prices.

OUR STOCK IS ALWAYS FRESH
CHEAP SHOES, ETC.

Latest Styles in Dry Goods and Notions.
-

THEWELCOMESTORE
Corner of Columbia and Lockwood Streets.

Grocaries, 'lillinery,
GENTS' FURNISHING GOODS

O. C. EORSYTH, Proprietor.

P. J. Lacroix,
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Diy Goods, Feed. Furniture and Tinware.

t & FANCY GROCERIES i
HATS AND CLOTHING. BOOTS AND SHOES.

Highest Market Price Paid for Country Produce.
Phone 128. Free Delivery.

AAUGUSTE VERGEZ
Blacksmith

Wheelwright, Gunsmith
CARRIAGE PAINTING A SPECIALTY.

Repairing Neatly and Promptly Done. Prices Moderate.

Horse Shoeing Done by E. J. Gaude. : Telephone No. 192

JUNE LACROIX,
COVINGTON, LA.

Practical Painter;Hard Oil Finishing, Calsoaminig
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