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STORIES OF
THE FAKIRS

By
J. P. JOHNSTON

Author of “Twenty Years of
Hus'ling,” *“ What Happenad

to Johnston,” Ete.

A CLEVER DEFRAUDING NOTE

“Horse Hay Fork” Grafter Imposes
on Country Farmers—Makes Big
Money—Ingeniously Devised Com-
bination Contract and Promissory
Note—Tries the Game Once Too
Often.

(Copyright, 185, by Joseph B. Bowles,)

When [ was engaged in the fire in-
gurance husiness, at Clyde, O., a hand-
some well-dressed young man, about
23 years of age, came to the Nichols
house where I was stopping. -

He was establishing agencies
smong the farmers, for the sale of a
horse hay fork, to be used in the un-
loading of hay by means of a horse.
His methoa:was to appoint farmers as
his sub-agents, and sell them each a doz-
en forks ontright, for which, if neces-
sary, he would take their notes, payable
slx months from date.

He spent three or four daya recon-
noitering ‘before visiting the farmers,
but when he finally started out, he did
g lively business. In order to make
his territory last longer, he allotted
usually one, never more than two,
townehips to each agent.

He traveled with the finest carriage
and pair of horses which he could
procure in the town, and for several
gays in succession reported ' the ap-

wRBefore I Sign This DocumentI Want to Have My Lawyer Look It Over.”

pointment of one akent a day, with the
sals to each of one dozen of the hay
torks. He had plenty-of money, was
thoroughiy up to date, very sociable,
and a good “‘mixer.”

Very shortly, all the boys In town
were his friends, and soon many of
themt were regretting having intro-
duced him Into their set of girls, as his
curly locks, and ‘winning ways, were
capturing them right and left.

How he could find so many farm-
zrs, all eagzer to buy a dozen forks,
and give their notes with Interest,
was & problem hard to solve. How-
oyer, he seemed to have no trouble in
1ding =o.

Whenshe had about 50 or 60 notes,
all due on the same date, he began
negotlating with the different money
foaners and note shavers iIn - town.
After disposing of $8,000 or $10,000
worth, he suddenly left town, and no
doubt located for a few weeks In some
other section.

As soon as each farmer was notlﬂed
that his note for $180 and interest
was at the bank for collection, & vig-
prous protest was ralsed all over the
sounty. In every instance the dupes
declared that they had simply signed
s contract, acknowledging the deliv-
ery of one dozen forks and agreeing
to pay the agent $90 on December 1,

provided they had succeeded in selling |

$180 worth of horse hay forks before
that date; ctherwise, they  were to
pay nothing, and the. contract would
b nuil and void.

. OFf course they oould not deny their

.a visit to Bowling Green, the county

#'gnatures, and when they were con-

fronted with a plain promissory note
for $180, drawing seven per cent. in-
terest, and with a clause, acknowl-
edging the delivety of the one dozen
forks as the congideration, they could
do nothing but pay the notes.

. The manner in which the notes were
drawn, and thelr clean-cut appearance,
caused those who purchnsed them,

from the grafter to suspect nothing
irregular about them, and as it was
gererally known that he was dellver-
ing hay forks no inquiries were made
by the purchasers.

The following summer I made a trip
into Wood county, O. and called
upon a farmer relative whose home
was at a smail town, called Freeport,
and whose farm of several acres was
very near the place.

The day following my arrival [ made

seat, and there I encountered our
horse hay fork man and made up my
mind to find out the method of his
graft.

- Many of Them Were Regretting Having Introduced Him Into Their Set
of Girls.

complaints of his victims in San.
dusky county, but talked as though I
belleved in him. I gave him the name
of my relative at Freeport and as-
sured him that he was not only per-
feetly responsible financially, bat
would be quite likely to take the
ageney for his forks.

He asked whether I intended re-
maining with my uncle for any length
of time, and when told that T did not.
he agreed to go over to Freeport and
fnterview him, requesting me to
speak a good word for him.

On our way back to Freeport that
evening I explained matters to my
uncle and ‘asked him to help me get

FARM nR A\D LAND PLANTER.

GROWINC FEEDING STUFFS.

All Houvglhage For Feeding Live
Stock Should Be Produced Oa
the Feeder's Farm.

Economy in raising llve stock de-
mands the production of all "rough-
ress" or roughage materials on the
iarm. By roughneszs, or roughage, of
eourse, you understand bulky food,
like hay, grass, clover, stover, ete, It
Is possible to purchase all roughzge,
ard vet make a flnapcial success of
growing farm anpimals, but this cer-
tainly {s not the surest way to succeed.
Every farm should raise all its feed
stnff. In deciding what forage and
gTain crops to grow we should decide
upon:

1. The crops test suited to our soil
and climate,

2, The crops best suited to our lme
3t business. -

2. The crops that will give us most
protein,

4. The crops that produce the most.

5. The crops that will keep our soil
in kest condition

1. Crops Best Suited to Our Soil
and Cliraate—Faprm crops, as every
child of the farm knows, are not equal-
Iy acapted to all =cil3 apd climates.
Cotton can not ke produced where the
climate is cool and the seasons short.
Timothy and blua grass areé most pro-
ductive on ccol, limestone soils. Cow-
peas demand warm, dry =pils. But in
spite of climate lim:‘ations, nature has
been generous in the wide varlety of
forage she has given us.

Our alm should be to make the best
use of what we have, to Improve by
selection and care those species best
adapted to our =oil and climate, ard
by better metlods of growing and cur-

possible cost.

2. Crops Best Sulted to Our Line
of Business.—A farmer necessarily be-
comes g speclalist. He gathers those
kind of live stock about him which
he likes best and which he finds most
profitable. He should, in carrying on
his business, do the same with crops.

The successful rallroad manager de-
termines by practical experlence what
distarnces his engines and crews ought
to run a day, what coal Is most eeg-
romical for his englnes, what schedules
hest suit the needs of his read, what
trains pay him hest. These and a thou-

ing to secure preatest yields at least

promised to do.

it over.”

turn in & week, when I hoped he wonld
e In possession of what I wanted,

interesting story to relate.

The grafter's strong talk was that
the sub-agent, appointed by him, took
no responsibility whatever. He, as
general agent, had invested his own
money in the forks and would leave
them with the agent on sale. When
the farmer had sold 12 forks at $§15
each, he was to retain one-half the
amount as his commlssion, which
would be $90, and then pay the other
$90 on his contract. Of eourse it
would naturally follow that if he didn’t
sell the forks he had nothing to pay.

The contract, a8 my wuncle had
gigned it, was indeed a novelty. The
man who arranged it must have spent

tion and bad English would have at
once attracted the attentlon of a close
ohserver. i

It was so Ingeniously constructed, as
to make it a combmgtinn promissory
note and contract. When rzad by the
unwary farmar, it had the appearance
of being a safe document to sign, and
one that covered in detail the ground
gone over hy the general agent,
But when one end of the paper was cut
off there was left' a promissory note
for $180, with seven per cent. interest,
together with an acknowledzment
that one dozen hay forks had been de=
livered as a consideration.

given. The original, although badly
worn, 1 still' have ‘in my possessiam,

1 therefore made no referéence to the

and shall always keep as a novelty,
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A Complicated Machine..

Purchasers of automobiles cannot, as
» rule, get their vehicles into commis-
gion too soon. Yet the Hurtford Cour-
ant tells of & man who bought o steam
~ar early last winter and in July had
yet to take his first ride. Meanwhile,
however, Mr. Blank, the owner of the
car, had been busy. He has been fit-
ting his automobile with extra appli-
ances and having heaps of fun in put-
ting them on for himself.

When the reporter inspected this be-
decorated vehicle, the new attachments
Included six lamps of various kinds, a
clock, & barometer, a thermometer, 8
grade indicator, an odometer, & speed
Indicator, a huge horn knowh 83 a
*dragon,” an electric bell, & steam
whistle, an “eradicator” for getting rid
of small boys and a few other things.

The lampe include electric lighta far
Hiluminating the tonneau and the vari-
ous gauges and indicators on the dash.

These lamps are suppiied with current

by storage batteries under the seats.
Bwitches are located in & box on the

left side or the dash.

' The device Mr, Blank calls his “erad-
icator” comsists of & steam jet placed
out of sight in the rear. When a gmall
boy “hooks on’ in the rear, he uncon-
sciously informs the driver of his pres-
ence by ringing a small electric bell.
Thereupon the driver presses a plung-
er and shoots a jet of steara im the
direction of the intruder's legs, not to
harin him, but to make him jump.

+ Another novelty is a fan belt indi-
eator, which tells at a glance whether
the fan is running, or whether T.ho belt
i3 broken or become slack.

Mr. Blank has spent about 3800 in
putting all these attachments on his
machine, and he thinks there may
still be things he has missed.

Not Bich.

1 understand that Miu Pert told 3ou
1 was rich?*

“Nothing of the kind.”

*“Why, | understand she did.”

“Well, you were mistaken: she sa[d
you had more mo'ney than brains.
Houst.on Post.

The Pope’s Train.

‘Stories multiply of Pope Pius' de-
mocracy. Visitors are received with
great simplicity. As soon as one en-
ters he causes him to be seated in an
armchair by his side, chats, laughs
and relates anecdotes and stories. Tha
other day the pope, while receiving
some women, remarked that they had
trains to their skirts. “This iz not
hygienic,” said he, “one gathers thus
in’ the streets a quantity of microbes
and other things. As to myself, when
they compel me to add a train to
my cassock it bothers me much, al-
though there are four prelates to up-
hold it* “But, Holy Father,” said one
of the women, “we hold up ouar trains
when going In the streets” *That
must be very inconvenient,” replied
Pilus X., and passing from word to
action the pope made several tours im
the room holding up his robe,

Correct.
“Pa. what 13 a bank examiner?”
“+«a bank examiner: Oh, he's the
man who goes around and examines
the bank after the cashier has looted
it."—Chicago Sua

on the inside of the scheme, which he

He was to let the grafter make out
the contract, and after carelessly read-

ing it over, to sign it, and then hesi-
tate, put it into his pocket re-
mark: “Before I give vou thiz Yoca-

ment, I want to have my lawyer look
The next morning I went farther
west in the county, promising to re-

A week later my uncle had a very

considerable time and thought in do-
ing so. However, ils poor construcs

An exact copy of the form is hers

sand and one other matters are set-
tled by the special needs of his road.
Qught the man who wants to make
his farm pay be less prudent and less
far-sizhted? Ought he not to know his
farm as the railrpad manager knows
his road? Should not his past failures
and pest triumphs decide his fature?
[f he be a dairy farmer; ought he not
by practical tests to.settle for himself
pot only what crops are most at home
an his land, but algo what crops in his
cirenmstances yield him the largest re-
turns in milk ard butter? If swine
raising be his busizezs, how long ought
he to giess what crop on his land
vields him the greatest amount of hog
food? Should a colt be fed om one
kind of forage when the land that pro-
iuced that forage would produce twice
as much egually good forage of an-
pther kind? All these guestions the
srudent farmer should answer prompt-
ty and in the light of wise experiments.
3. Crops That Will Give Us Much
Protein,—It iz the farmer’s business
to grow all the srass and forage that
fiis farm animals need. He ought never
to be obliged to purchaze a bale of
forage. Moreover, he should grow
mzinly those crops that are rich in
orotein materialg, such for examppe
cowpeas, alfalfs and clover. If £hese
kinds of crops are prcduced om the
farm, there will be little neéed of buy-
Ing cotton seed mesl, eorn and bran
for feeding purposes.
4, Crops That Produce the Most.—
We often call a crop a crop withaut
censidering how much it yields. This
i3 » mistake. We ought to grow, when
we have cholee of two, the one that
iz best and most productive. Corn, for
instance, yields at least twice the
yjuantity of feeding mazerial an acre
that timothy does.

ln Best Condltion.—A good farmer
should always be thinking of improv-
Inz his soll. He wants kis land to
support him and to maintain his chil-
iren’ after he is dea?.

Since cowpeas, clover and alfalfa
add atmospheric nitrogen to the soil,
and at the same time are the best
feeding materlal, it follows that these
crops should held an important place
in every system of crop rotation. By
proper rotating, by proper terracing,
and by proper dralmage, land@ may be
made to retain its fertility for genera-
tiong.—C. W. Burkett, in Progressive
Farmer.

BOYS, GET BUSY.

Gather Tp the Fallen Leaves and
Store Them Away For Winter
Use In the Hen House.

The wind Is blowing sharply to-day,
and the leaves after the recent sharp
frosts are falling and scurrying along
before the moderate gale. It will Dlow
longer and stronger scon, and the
leaves will fall thicker and faster, and
will bunch and eddy about iz the low
places and the little hollows—ali #o
dry and brown and crisp—verily, na-
ture’s own collection for the hens to
seratch and pry about in. But the
rain and the snow will soon come,
and the leaves will become wet and
limp, and soon rot if left out in the
weather, sinking into the earth to aid
in enriching the soil which, in such
focalities, is already rich enough.

It is up to the boys now to take
action. They should go with bag and
basket and gather the leaves while
they are dry and clean, and stors them
where they will keep dry all winter.
And then, as the cold weather comes
on, let them be wutilized In the hen-
house. This can be done to advan-
tage by cleaning out a well-drained and
rain-proof spot and boarding it up &
‘oot or two, scatter leaves in thers
six inches deep so that grain when
scattered in there will s=ink out of
sight, - Then let the hens to it, and
renew the grmin daily, and the-leaves
weekly, and the hens will dream
dreams of fence corners and wooded
hollows where the leaves have gath-
sred, and they will sing and lay, and
Le a source of profit as well as pleasure
ta thelr owner.

5. Crops That Will Keep Our Soil

bO}s will gay, “O Pshaw,™or lzugh at
thiz idea, and do nothing of the kind.
All right, son, you ara not cut out
for a chicken fancier, or market pouls
terer, and had best get after some-
thing else. But to those who take an
interest in the hens on the place, and
want them to lay when eggs are the
mcst valuable, to all such we say, try
it, and see—H. B. Geer, in Southern
Agricalturist.

STORING ROOT CROPS.

A Good Method For Sioring otntoss
and Other Roots Is Exrth-
Covered Fots.

The practice of storing winter pota-
toes in pits, or rather in earth-covered
beaps, is guite prevalent,. and the
method is as follows: A dry, sheltered
spot is selected, a layer of straw put
upon the ground, and a conical heap
of potatoes laid upon the straw. Any
desired number of bushels may he
placed in the heap, but in ecace of &
large number, the heap should he
ridge-shaped instead of round. The
potatoes are covered with six or eight
inches of straw, on which iz placed
a layer of earth five or six inches io
depth. A second layer of straw is then
used, on which is placed a second layer
of earth, whkich iz made smooth and
firm. If a large quantity are to be
stored ia this manner, it is well to
allow some of the straw to project at
the top, whether the heap be round
or long, in order to afford ventilation.
In extremely cold weather the heap is
covered with litter of coarse stable ma-
nuie, as potatoes are likely to be in-
jured by freezing aad thawing. Some~
timéz an eéxcavation is made a foot or
more In depth, =0 the potatoes are in
part unger ground. Unless care and
goord judgment are exercised, there I
likely to be damage resulting from ex-
cessive cold, on the one hand, or un-
reasonably warm weather on the other.
—Progressive Farmer.

Work For Leisares Time,

During the leisure days in the win-
ter is the period when the farmer can
greafly improve his lands by burning
lime rock to be applled to hig flelds.
Where the =o0ils are of heavy ciay
formation and are adhesive, an appli-
cation of 20 bushels of unslacked lime
per acre will be very beneficial in the
way of loosening them. Even the
putty-like =oils, such as are found in
the prairie parts of Alabama, will be
greatly improved by the use of the
above quantity of lime. The lands
should be turned ms deep as possible,
and the lime applied on top to dis-
integrate during the winter. Wa
have known 20 bushels of lme to in-
crease the rield of oats ten bushels
per acre,
After one crop on limed lands, peas,
soja beans, velvet beans or alslle,
clover should be sown. These crops
will add to the vegetable substance
in the soil, and the lime will hasten the
nutrification—changing the color of the
g0il apd capacitating it for holding
water. The lime will in two years
sink into the subsoll,’and there con-
tinue to sweeten the undecomposed
matter, and prepare for the rootlets of
coming crops. DPon't Iay aside this
advice, and forget the value of this
snggeztion —Southern Agriculturist.

Cotton nnd Sugar Mule.

The price of young mules in Tennes
gee s way up., The cotton growers
of the south cam not farm without the
mule. Facts about prices prove that
mules are selling about ten doilara
each above horses. The ability of tha
mule to endure great heat has brought
it into most general use in the south-
ern states: also, the farmers of this
conuntry find the mule stands the work
in the hot season in wheat fields much
better than the horse,

The mule’ matures more guickly
than the horse, and cam be placed on
the market from ome to two years
sooner than the average horse. This
means a larger profit to the prodmcer
and gquicker returns for the invest-
ment.—Southern Agriculturlst.

Abont Texan Fever.

Prof. W. H. Dalrymple, of the ag-
ricultural experiment station of Louis-
ians State university, has recently
written Bulletin No. 84, a general sum-
mary of our knowledge of Texas fever
among cattle. He clearly establishes
the fact that the Boophilus annulates
ig the only tick that can transmit the
fever from one animal to another. He
contends that inoculation or vaccina-
tion in bringing on a mild type of fever
immunizes animals from the fever in
its violent form. He further says:
“The engorged tick is & mnrce of
blood for inocculating purposes.”. Any
farmer desiring to have a copy of this
bulletin can secure it by writing to.
Prof. W, H. Dalrymple, Baton BRougs,
La.

HERE AND THERE.

—In rearing calves we should begin
to traln them from thelr infancy for the
important position they are to fill Jater
as morney-makers for us.

—_Aim to keep hogs for profit; that
{s what everybpdy keeps them for.
Some are deing it, and some are not.
The only way to successfully raizse
hogs, or to succeed in any other occu-
pation, is to study and chserve the
werk,

—To get proper size and deveiop-
ment, a vatiety of feed is neceasary.
Colts will winter after a fashien if
allowed to runr to a-straw stack and
given a little hay and oats ocvasional~
1y, but thiz kind of wintering never
DAYE. :

It iz a recent thing that the true
value of Japan clover has bhecomsa
known, therefore while the plants were
spreading all over the south, growing
Ly the roadside and in the old, aban-
doned fields, no one thought them
worthy of saving the seed.

—1If properly kept and judiclously
applied to land, the marure produced
by a flock of fowls ia said to be worth
nearly one-balf the value of the food
consumed, and yet little account i
taken of the droppings when an esti-
mate is made of the profits from the

fiock. -

—\We helieve that there are few
farmers who really realize that an or-
chard properly thinned will yield as
raeny bushels of fruit as one left un-
thinned. Where fruit is thinned, that
left to mature js several times larzer
than if all the fruit is alow=d to re-
main on the tree. Thep l.twre iz u:a

TH b & Slnie i fo 86 Noras

&iference in price alao.

Peruna Is known from the Atlantic to
the Pacific. Letters of congratulation
and commendation testifying to the
merits of Peruna as a catarrh remedy
are pouring in from every State in the
Union. Dr. Hartman is receiving hun-
dreda of such lettern daily. All classes
write these letters, from the highest to
the lowest.

The outdoor laborer, the indoor erti-
8an, theclerk, the editor, the statesman,
the prea.cher-n.ll agree that Peruna is
the catarrh remedy of the age.
stage and rostrum, recognizing eatsn-h
as their greatest enemy, are especialll','
enthusiastic in their praise and test
mony.

Any man who wishes perfect health
must be entirely free from catarrh.
Catarrh is well-nigh universal. Peruna
is the best safepuard known.

_/[

CAPITOL BUILDING. SALEM, oanoﬂ.

Almrfmmwﬂ
Oregon.

e e
lnl.lethl

The ex-Governor of
ardent admirer of Pernns. -
continually in the house. -
to Dr. Hartman, he says:

gSTATE oF OREGON,
ExpcoTIVE DEPARTMENT.
ThaPerumMuilcineCo-,Calmbns‘o‘ 4;(

Dear Sirs---1 bave m o::asmggi :
se
o| family for colds; and if proved to
an excellent remedy. [ bave not
occaslon fo use it rorotmerummr

Yours very iruly, W. M

It will be noticed th llftheGov
aays he hnlth ot {llmdmut:‘mség to u
Peruna for other silm 3
for this is, most other nilments 'ba

Ask Your Druggist for Free Peruna Almanac for 1906,

with & cold.

PRICE. — _’8 Cts.

1won's

F. W,

ANTI-GRIPIN

ARANTEED TO CURE

pins to & deater who won't &

poll Anti-Gel ]
Xe. (}allfuyn-r‘noll‘f BACK IF IT BON'T OO

v i, by, Manutaoturer, |

NUGGETS OF NONSENSR,

Marie—"Well, I shall make one man's
fife happy. anyway.” Marianne—"0Oh,
I eee! You are not golng to get mar-
ried.”

Patience—"What reason had she for
marrying him?" Patrice—"Why, he
had money.” Patience—'Thatisnota
reason; that [ an excuse,”

- “S8u that great inventor:is dead and
his wonderful secrst islost—" *“Not st
all. He told it to his wife just before he
died.” "Yes, that’s what I mean.”

“Why do you call young Featherbonns
“Cholly?” His first name i3 ‘Noabh.)”
“Yes, but that’s o Inappropriate. Noah
had sense enough ito get in ont of the
rain.”

Visitor—"Have you nothing better to
do than it on the fence and watch the
train go by?' Native—''Wal, stranger,
it's better'n to =it on the train and weatch
the fetice go by.”

“How's times drumming life Insur-
ance?’ “Tough Butmy brother writea
me that he has an even harder job."”
“How can that be?” “He's irylog tosell
suede gioves in Norway."”

The irritable employer turned to his
typewriter with a sudden snarl, “Why
don't you write it just as [ say 117" he
demanded. “Because my typewriter
hasn't the catarrh,” she quietly' re-
gponded.

“I"m surprised that you should be 80
interested in watching those gilly
dudes.”” “Force of habit, I guess. I'm
president of a rea] estate improvement |
company.” “Well?" “Well, theyre 3
vacant lot.”

RITS BY THE WAY.

‘ YWomen are not photographed i:l
China.

Monkeys have a pecnliar drend of
snakes.

The artificial manufacture ofice dates
back to 1783, i
The average cost of eIothes in India
iz 2 dime a year.

The sense of smell is weaker io the
female than the male. -

Lemons are used for soap In mn:
lemon-growing countries.

G0OD BLOOD FOR BAD

Rheumatism  and Othee Biood Dis-
aazes are Cured by Dr. Willlams'
Pink Pille.

*“In the lead mines I wasat work onmy
knees with my elbows pressed against
rock walls, in dampness and extremes of
cold,”” said Mr. J G. Menkel, of 2075
Jackson avenue, Dubuque, Iowa, in
ncnbing his experience to a re rter,
“and it is mot surprisiug that
tracted rhenmatism. For three yeml
bad attacks affecting the joints of my
sukles, knees and elbowa. My ankles
and koees became so swollen I could
scarcely walk on wneven ground and a
little pressore from a stone under m{
feet wonld canse me g0 much pain that
woald uearly sink down. I was often
obliged to liein bed for several daysat a
time. My friends who were similariy

doctors and I did nos fesl encouraged to
throw mouey away for nothing. By
chanoe I 'the story of Robert Yates,
of the Klauner Manufacturing Co., of
Dubnque, who had n very bad case of
rhenmatism. I decided to try Dr, Wil-
liams’ Pink Pills for Pale Peopls, the
temady he had peed. In three or “four
weeks after begiuning o use the pills, I
was much better and in three mouths X
was well. The swelling of the joints
pnd the tenderness disa I could
work steadily and for eight years I have
had no retarn of the tronble. whole
family believe in Dr. Williams’ Pink
Pills. Both my sons uss them. We
consider them & that
We are surs about.” :
Wha: Dr. Willisms’ Pink Pills did for
Mr. Meukel they are doing for hnndreds
of others. Every dose sends gallopin "3
through the veins, purs, strong, rich,
blood that strikes sbni;hta;theemleo!
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