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iIndia's Curse.
One of the great perils of India is

the danger 'from serpents and wild
beasts, which annually cause enor-
amous loss of life in that part of the
WOrld. There is a belief in many
Dugan minds which prevents the kill-
ing of wild animals, no matter how
t•eeelous they may be, and which
leaves undisturbed the most venom-
oas snakes. The awful havoc wrought
by serpents is made the subject of
ofcial mention in a report by William
a. Michal, the American consul gen-
eral at Calcutta, in which that gentle-
man says: "The serpent question is
atill a very 'live,' very serious ques-
tion in India. Snake bites occur fre-
quently, and they are generally in-
licted by venomous snakes, like the

cobra." Then he relates that last
year there were reported 21,797
deaths from snake bite. But it is
admitted that the statistics are kept
very loosely, and it is believed the
actual fatalities will exceed the
quoted figures by at least 50 per cent.
This sort of thing has gone on indef-
nitely, and for at least 30 years the
total has averaged as high as that of
1906. Add to this the ravages of
flesh-eating beasts, including the
tigers and lions, many of which be-
come "man killers," and some concep-
tion may be formed of the result.
India is a country of many millions
population, but the census would show
still greater growth were there some
well-organized effort in the way of
disposing of its noxious wild crea-
tures.

Plea for Enlisting.
No man who will look carefully

Into the work of the army of the navy
can fall to realize that a career in
Bather branch of our military service
is one to which any man may give
himself with the fullest devotion and
with the highest ideals. Americans,
as a rule, know little about the actual
work of either of these services, and
few realize that when a man enters
the service of the army or of the
navy, whether as officer or as enlist-
ed man, he enters a great school, a
school in which is taught not only the
discipline of self-restraint, of cleanli-
ness, of devotion to duty, but in
which are taught also the elements
of an education, says H. S. Pritchett,
in Atlantic. An enlisted man who
enters a regiment of the army, basely
able to read or write, comes out, if he
be a man of ambition and industry,
at the end of three years, in posses-
sloa of the fundamentals of an Eng-
UIsh education. His officer stands to
hidm not only in the relation of a mill-
thry director, but in the relation also
ot a teacher and of a friend. There
is no career open to an American boy,
unless it be that of a teacher, which
offers a larger opportunity than that
of the army or navy officer to minis-
ter to the service of men.

A Consumptive Flood.
The flocking of consumptives from

all parts of the country to the south-
west has created problems in the lat-
ter region with which the varibus
states are dealing in different ways.
In Texas the state health officer has
just issued a statement in which, he
says that victims of tuberculosis in
its advanced stages will be debarred
from entering or remaining in that
state. He declares that conditions
make such a rule imperative. So
many indigent consumptives have
been pouring in and becoming charges
on the public that the people of cer-
tain sections are seriously burdened
in caring for such patients. This in-
crease of the pauper population not
oily works hardships on taxpayers,
but the scattering throughout the
state of throngs of tuberculosis suffer-
ers of all classes causes an inability
to control the spread of the disease.
This is rather hard on health seekers,
but Texas surely cannot be blamed.

Vanishing Forest.
The old forests of Kentucky are

vanishing. In all the good farming
regions men saved fine bits of forest,
set with old beeches, oaks, ashes,
poplars, hickories, elms and walnuts.
When the undergrowth was taken
away the grass set about the trees
and grew luxuriantly. Now these
trees are very old, and many are in
decay. The beech is an especially fine
tree, and it is worthy of note that
there is not one beech to a thousand
old and decaying tees! Some day,
says Our Country, the beech will be
an extinct tree in all the more fertile
and cultivated regions.

Smokers who have been longing to
break themselves oPthe tobaccohabit
will rejoice to know that a French
doctor has invented a fluid called nic-
otyl, one drop of which will cause a
man to have nausea at the mere
thought of tobacco.

By a process of kite flying the
,weather men of the country are go.

inag to promulgate new rules for
weather forecasting. Prognoticatlons
concerning' the weather are usually
a little "up in the air," anyhow.

An Englishman claims to have
gone around the world in 40 days and
a few hours, and yet some persons
now living, even if they didn't fight
with Garibaldi, remsnember when Jules
Verne made up an 80-day story that
was supposed to be just inside the im

posalble.

They say that a Jap wrestler about
.to come to this country weig h s 360i

S"•uads. What a target a Japanese
- prmrC w•ld make if Its soldiers were

sit of that style of qchtecture!

ON THE TRAIL OF THE
AMERICAN MISSIONARY

By WILLIAM T. ELLIS
This Distinguished American Jourmalist Is Traveling Around the World for the Purpose of Investigating the American Foreign Mis-

sionary from a Purely Disinterested. Secular and Non-Sectarian Standpaint. lllustrated with Drawings and from Photographs.

THE IDEAL MISSION FIELD IS IN NORTHERN.
KOREA.

Pyeng Yang, Korea.-To the trav-
eler in Korea, Pyeng, the second
city in the empire, is notable as
a boat-shaped city where the peo-
ple are afraid to dig wells lest they
should sink the city; and as the an-
cient capital of the nation where Keja
who was Korea's Peter the Great, ruled
about the time King David was on the
throne of Israel and Keja's grave and
Keja's well are still preserved. To the
religious world, Pyeng Yang is known
as the center of the most remarkable
missionary work now under way any-
where on the earth.

Within 16 years a Christian con-
stituency of 5,000 persons, that is
doubling itself mqnually, has been built
up and in the surrounding country the
number amounts to more than 25,000.
As an instance of the way in which
the church grows may be mentioned
the fact that the mother church of
Pyeng Yang has swarmed three times
within four years and yet retains a
membership of 914 communicants
and 334 catechumens.. The church,'
which seats 1,200 persons on its floor
-of course there are no pews or
chairs-is crowded every -Sunday.
The attendance at the mid-week pray-
er meeting ranges from more than 700
to 1,200 or 1,300. The smallest of the
congregations which have gone out
from Central church numbers more
than 250 members; the largest twice
that many.
Where Religion Han Introduced Baths.

All of these congregations are en-
tirely self-supporting, and they main-
cain several religious enterprises, such
as day schools, 3ollorteurs and a book
.tore and library. They have estab-
lished a school for the blind, and have

A Missionary Home at Pyeng Yang, Korea.

made the beginnings of ans esae
asylum, both the first of their kind in
Korea.

More significant than any of these
offshoots of the church, is the public
bath house run by the Christians; for
badly as it needs religion, Korea needs
soap and water. I ask no further
proof of the genuineness of the con-
version of these people than the fact
of this bath house, with its four bath
tubs and two shower baths-the latter
;nade by up-tilted and perforated
Standard oil cans. The full meaning
of this institution can be appreciated
only by one who has traveled in
Korea.

The three pioneers of this Pyeng
Yang work are still here, and still
young men. They arrived 16 years
ago, Rev. Dr. S. A. Moffett. Rev. Gra-
ham Lee and Dr. J. Hunter Wells, of
the northern Presbyterian board.
They chanced to be men of large vis-
ion and statesmanlike mold, and so
they laid broad foundations upon
which the present phenomenal enter-
prise has been rising. Following them
at Intervals came 17 other mission-
aries of the same denomination. Prior
to the Presbyterian settlement, Dr.
and Mrs. W. J. Hall, medical mission-
aries of the Northern Methodist
church, were already in Pyeng Yang,
but at the death of Dr. Hall in 1894
the Methodists withdrew for a time,
but later they re-established and now
have missionaries in the field, and two
thriving churches in the city proper,
as well as their country work. I
found Mrs. Noble, wife of a Methodist
missionary, teaching the bible one
week day morning to a class of more
than a hundred women and girls, who
had come in from the country for that
purpose. Mrs. Hall, who is a physi-
clan, has since returned and conducts
a hospital for women, which, however,
burned down a few weeks ago.

An Extraordinary Prayer Meeting.

What may safely be called tde most
remarkable midweek prayer meeting
in the world is that which I attended
in the big church in Pyeng Yang. The
building is L-shaped and divided into
halves by wooded partitions at the
angle of the L. One side is reserved
for women and the other for men.
The church is utterly devoid of furni-
lure, except rough straw mats on the
floor. Into it wete gathered on this
Wednesbay evening no less than 1,200
persons, men and boys, women and
children, all seated upon the floor.

The congregation was quiet, alert
and reverent. At prayer they all-
bowed forward, with their heads to
the ground. Missionary Lee led the
music with a coronet, and the people
sang lustily. Everybody carried a
Bible and followed the Scripture read-
ing. The address was listened to with
all the intentness and responsiveness
that any speaker could desire. At its
close the leaders and many of the
other men crowded to the platform to
speak with their beloved "Moksa," or
pastor. It struck me that this Korean
missionary, and many of his associ-
%tes, have a work and an opportunity

which the ablest preacher in America
might covet.

How American Doctors Fit the Orient.

One of the first facts about the mis-
alonary community here which strikes
a visitor is the hatmey Mad coopers-

Lion existing between the two mis-
sions. The missionaries are the only
white people in Pyeng Yang, except
one French tradesman and' a French
priest. Their social solidarity is as
marked as the unity of their labors.

The three hospitals are run as one,
although maintaining, in some re-
spects, their separate identity. The
largest is the Presbyterian hospital,
conducted by Dr. J. H. Wells, and min-
istering to about 10,000 patients a
year. Dr. E. D. Follwell, at the Meth-
odist hospital, treats about 9,000, and
Dr. Hall, whose work is entirely for
women, about 8,000 patients a year.
Jointly, the two men doctors are train-
ing 22 students, who not only pay for
their instruction, and for the privilege
of working in the' hospital, but are
also required to do evangelistic work
among the patients. One notable char-
acteristic of these hospitals, which are
almost entirely self-supporting, is .he
adaptation to the Korean style of liv-
ing. While they have wards contain-
ing beds, most of their patients sleep
on the floor, as in their own homes.
and are there treated. Lise Korean
houses these wards have heated floors.
Dr. Wells has been conspicuously suc-
cessful in curing the morphine habit,
which the Japanese have introduced
among the Koreans.

Adaptation is one of the character-
istics of mission work in Pyeng Yang.
Approaching the city, the visitor can-
not at first distinguish the missionary
compounds from the native homes. All
the residences and the school build-
ings, and all except one of the
churches (the Methodist), are built in
native style. The interiors of the
homes are naturally adapted to the

use of Americans, and yet they are
small and simple dwellings.

Teaching the East to Hustle.
The schools are cooperative. Be It

understood that there is no public
school system throughout Korea. Be-
fore the missionaries came, the higher
class boys were taught the Chinese
classics. The creation of the popular
taste for learning, as well as the pro-
duction of most of the literature in
the language of the plain people, may
be credited to the missionaries. It is
quite general for native churches to
maintain primary schools for secular
instruction. There are in this district
at least three higher academies and
the demand for education are by nom

eans met. It is probable that the'
missionaries will soon have to forego
all direct teaching and become super-
intendents of instruction. Thb strate-
gical importance to Christianity of
thus having a controlling hand upon
the education of the nation is appar-
ent at a glanc'e.
In Pyeng Yang proper are three

noteworthy schools. One is the col-
lege, with 300 students, all of whom
are Christians and all of whom pass
a stiff entrance examination. This is
taught by both Methodist and Presby-
terian missionaries and by native
teachers. It is expected shortly to
grow into a Christian college with a
thousand students. There is also a
girls' ht~h school with half a hundred
students. I was much struck with
the industrial school attached to the
college, where some students work
their way through an education. Here
they have a genuine blacksmith shop,
machine. shop and carpenter shop, all
of which are producing marketable
wares. The machine shop, for in-
stance, is unable to supply the de-
mand for a certain braiding machine
which it turns out. ~he industry and
the skill shown by the student work-
men would seem to indicate unsus-
pecte4 capabilities on the part of the
Korean. This establishment more
near'• resembled a bona fide work-
shop than any other industrial school
I recall.
The manager of this industrial

school is Rev. Graham Lee, who seems
to be a practical mechanic. In addi-
tion to running the industrial school
he is the pastor of the largest church
in Korea, and has charge of 40 country
churches besides.

Like Story-Book Missions.
This suggests the country work that

centers in Pyeng Yang, and one pecu-
liar phase of Korean missions. The
church here is self-supporting. 'New
churches spring up almost in a night,
without eve: having seen a missionary.
The Korean Christians are trained to
do personal work. Everyone is ex-
pected to be an evangelist. Thus it
comes to pass, that, by the telling of
the news from mouth to mouth, the
number of believers spreads with
greater rapidity than the missionary
can follow. It seems literally true
here that the missionary cannot keep
up with the work, much less lead it.

A few days ago Dr. Wells and Dr.
Sharrocks went to Wiju, a city north
of here, which figured often in the war
dispatches. En route they looked in
upon some country congregations. The
nrst night, in a little viljage of about
14200 inhabitants, they found a prayer
meeting under way-the zeglar said-

week service, with no less than 700
persons present. This, be it rememt.
bered, was in a village where no mis-
sionary resides, and where no white
man visits oftener than once a quarter.
The next night they came, as unex-
pectedly as before, upon another vil-
lage prayer meeting, with 600 persons
in attendance. In these villages, as in.
many others round about, the vil-
lagers, Christian and non-Christian,
are in the habit of gathering in the
church for morning prayers, before
going out to the fields for work.

It seems as if religion has become
the very life of these people. It is
certainly their supreme interest and
pleasure. They build their own
churches, with their own hands. In-
deed the Christian communities
throughout Korea probably come as
near communism, in their simplicity
and fraternity and cooperation, as any-
thing known in this present day.
One Man Baptizes More Than a Thou

sand.

From WiJu ,I hear a story that
matches the famous incident of the
deleghtion of Indians to St. Louis,
years ago, to seek somebody to go
back with them to teach them the
white man's book. The Wiju Chris-
tians have built themselves a commo-
dious church and have now established
an academy or higlfer school. Among
them, however, was nobody qualified
to conduct the latter. So at the an-
nual meeting of the Presbyterian mis-
sion a delegation was sent down from
Wiju to Seoul to plead for a mission-
ary. The people agreed not only to
give him the heartiest of welcomes.
and to pay all his expenses, but also
to provide his salary as well. Yet they
were sent back with their request de-
nied. There are not enough mission-
aries to go around.

Here in Korea there is no hunting
up of people for the church; the peo-
ple are clamoring to come in. During
the mission year just ended, one man
in this region, Rev. C. E. Kearns, bap-.
tised 1,100 Koreans. Yet it is not made
easy for a Korean to become a Chris-
tian. Careful always lest men and
women should desire to enter the
church from unworthy motives, every
applicant is obliged to become a cate-
chumen for at least one year. Then
he must pass a rigid examination as
to his character and his knowledge of
Christian truth. The missionaries im-
pese what they say is the New Testa-
meat standard of conduct upon the
people. every Christian is required
to be h total abstainer, to refrain from
all forms of gambling, to observe Sun-
day strictly, and to have a clean char-
acter morally. An offending member
is promptly disciplined.

The Magistrate's Concubine.
When it is considered that these

people, are just emerging from the
raw heathenism and devil worship
which prevails around them, these
standards seem the more remarkable.
The Korean Christians here goefar.
ther than their fellows in America.
In the "big church" of Pyeng Yang
some of the members have formed an
anti-tobacco society, for the Koreans,
men and women, are confirmed smok-
ers. These people give the money
they thus save to the church, and two
colporteurs are so supported.

No distinction is Xade among
classes. In a village near here the
magistrate, who is the chief resident
official, desires to become a Christian.
The local church leaders came to the
missionary to ask what they should
do, since this great man keeps a con-
cubine. The decision was immediate
and decisive that he could not be ac-
cepted as a catechumen until he had
conformed to the church's standard
in all respects, no matter how high
his office or how great his wealth.

It is said that, with respect to the
percentage of gifts and with respect
to the activity of the ordinary mem-
bers of the churches, Christianity in
Korea is far ahead of Christianity in
America. Certainly for ingenious,
open-hearted, child-like Christianity,
I have never seen anything to. equal
these Koreans. Their manner, their
words and their work irresistably sug.
gest the church of the apostolic age.

(Cipyright, by Joseph B.' Bowlei)

Flunkyism Rebuked.
An amusing story is told of how

Princess Ludwig of Bavaria recently
administered a fine rebuke to flunky-
Ism at Bremerhaven railway station.
A servant in royal livery applied for
the reservation of a compartment for
his mistress, but when the train ar-
rived it was found that all the first-
class compartments were filled save
one, in which sat a plainly dressed
old lady. The obsequious station
master attempted to make the passen-
ger give up her seat so that royalty
might travel alone, but the• dld lady
objected. "I see no reason why she
should come in here with me," she
said. "I certainly shall not give up
my plate for any one." The station.
master's angry voice brought Prin-
cess Ludwig of Bavaria to the car-
riage door and after inquiring as to
the cause of the excitement she ex-
claimed, "Do not be ea ridiculous!
There is room in there for five pe.
ple. I do not care for six seats."

How it Happened.
Green-I was the victim of a lynch-

ing party in Arizona once.
Brown-You don't say?
Green-Fact. I married the widow

of a man who was strung up for horse
steling.-Chicago Daily News.

A Peaceful Method.
"Why don't you state :our ideas in

simple language that everybody can
comprehend?"

"'My friend," answered the lecturer.
"what is the use of inviting argu-
ment:•-Wasqtastn Star.

MONDAY UNIVERSAL WASH DAY.

Recognized as Such Over Almost All
the World.

Why does nearly all the civilized
world wash clothes on Monday? What
has Monday to do with washing? It
was originally the moon's day and
was sacred to the queen of night.
I read in a schoolboy's history that
the Pilgrims landed on Monday and
the good women immediately; set
about washing the clothes that had
been soiled on the trip over. We
might judge from that alleged fact
that no washing was done aboard
ship; yet the finest place for such
necessary work of sanitation and
blessedness is out at sea where there
is plenty of water and nearly al-
wrays a drying wind.

The voyage of the little Mayflower
lasted 63 days, I believe, and as near-
ly as we can now reckon the landing
was made at Plynjouth Rock on a
Monday, though some historians in-
sist on Friday. It must have been a
vile and filthy vessel on arrival, with
102 passengers and crew going over
two months without washing their
linen. Linen? What did they wear
In 1620? Can you realize how big
was the Mayflower? A miserable lit-
tle bark of 160 tons (Capt. John
Smith) or 180 tons (according to
Bradford).

THE NEW YORK LIFE'S PROGRAM.

Economy, Publicity and the Paramrunt
Interest of Policyholders.

President Kingsley, of the New
York Life Insurance Company, says,
In an address to the policyholders,
that his plan of administration in-
volves these points:

"First: Strict economy; second,
the widest, fairest and fullest public-
Ity; third, the continuance of the New
York Life as a world-wide institution;
fourth, such an amount of new busi-
ness under the law as we can secure
while practicing intelligent economy,
and enforcing the idea that the inter-

est of the policy-holder is paramountt"

The Advantage of Reading.
"Beg pardon, sir," said the weary

hobo as he stood at the farmhouse
door, "but might I sleep in your barn
to-night? I haven't had a roof over
my head for ten days."

"I congratulate you," said the kind-
ly farmer. "That is a splendid thing.
I have just read in one of my ten-cent
magazines that it is not too much to
say that to the delicate, highly-strung,
easily-knocked-up individual the ad-
vantages of sleeping in the open sir
are enormous. Pallid cheeks take on
a ruddy hue, colds are unknown,
nerves are forgotten, and irritability
becomes a phase of the past. A
small plot and a little perseverence
are the only necessaries and the re-
sult is assured. You are very .wel-
come to the use of my potato patch,
and my sky is at your .disposaL"-
Judge.

The Tell Tale Voice.
"If you want to tell whether or not

the man you are talking to is telling
the truth don't look him in the eyes,"
said a Denver bank teller to some
friends. "It is the voice, when you
on'it look at the eyes, that tells you

w•ether the other fellow is lying .._W
.use the system frequently in the bank.
A man will come in to tell us somet
business ale. We look at his feet or'
his hands or his kLnee badn tnaveria
his eyes. If he's telling the truth his,
voice will be firm and straightforward,
and the absence of your gaze in his
eyes will not affect ts- But if he's
lying he'll be contf2 by your as
tion, and his voice will tremble; he'll
hem and haw, and clear his throat.
Y'ou may rest assured then that he's
stringing you."

The Sad Sea.
The thin, pale man in the large

bathing suit, standing knee-deep in the
water, sighed.

"Why," we asked, "are you so sad?"
"Alas," he answered, "the sea is the

grave of my first wife."
Our lips curled superciliously.
"But you married again," we mur-

mnured.
S"Yes," said he, "and my second wife

won't go near the water."

Does Not Always Pay.
First Tramp-After all,, it pays to

!e polite, pardner. ,
Second Tramp-Not always. The

-ther.day I w_as actin' deaf and dumb
then a man gave me sixpenee. I
rays: "Thauk you sir," and h• had
*ie arr~ated.----Tit-Bits.-... ---

SOAKED IN COFFEE

Until Too Stiff to Bend Over.

"When I drank coffee I often had
sick headaches, nervousness and bil-
iousness much of the time, but when I
went to visit a friend I got in the habit
of drinking Postui.

"I gave up coffee entirely and the re-
sult has been that I have been entire-
ly relieved of all my stomach and ner-
vous trouble.

"My mother was just the same way.
We all drink Postum now, and with-
out coffee in the house for 2 years, we
are all well.

"A neighbor of mine, a great coffee
drinker, was troubled with pains in
her side for years and was an invalid.
She was not able to do her work and
could not even mend clothes or do any-
thing at all where she would have to
bend forward. If she tried to do a
little hard work she would get such
pains that she would have to lie. down
for the rest of the day.

"At last I persuaded her to stop
drinking coffee and try Postum Food
Coffee and she did so and has used
Postum ever since; the result has been
that she can now do her work, can
sit for a whole day and mend and can
sew on the machine and she never
feels the least bit of pain in her side,
in fact, she has got well and it shows
coffee was the cause of the whole trou-
ble.

"I could also tell you about several
other neighbors who have been cured
by. quitting coffee and using Postum
in its place." "There's a Reason."
Loo in pkg. for the famous little tik,
"The ead ta Wellvie."

FIXING OF THE COST
THE FACTORS IN PRICES OP

COMMODITIES.

PRODUCTIONANDDISTRIBUTION

Equity in Division of Profits to All
Engaged in Producing, Manufac-

turing and Selling.

Were the masses of people better
Informed as to principles underlying
business transactions and commerce
in general there would be less cause
for complaint as to matters pertain-
ing to buying and selling of com-
modities.
One of the faults, it it may be so

termed, is the inclination of the
people to complain about prices they
must pay for goods required for do-
mestic and other uses. These can be
no doubt but that in many districts
retail merchants exact exorbitant
prices, this to an extent is the fault of
the people who are little acquainted
with- real values. There are three im-
portant things to be considered in the
fixing of the selling price of all com-
modities. These factors are the cost
of the raw materials, the expense of
manufacturing and the expense of dis-
tribution. From commercial transac-
tions neither of these basic elements
can be eliminated. The farmer who is
the grower of corn, wheat and other
cereals that comprises food stuffs, re-
ceives compensation for his product
in accordance with the laws of sup-
ply and demand, and the values that
may regulate the monetary markets of
the world. The producer of cotton in
the southern states, must receive for
his product compensation that is
based upon the cost of labor, manu-
fasture and what finished articles in
the cotton line may bring in the mar-
kets of the world. The producer of
the raw materials must pay for his
labor, and for his investment in farm
lands and farm equipment. The man-
ufacturer who buys the raw products
must take into consideration the ex-
pense of labor, the maintenance of his
manufacturing plant, the interest
upon the amount invested, and also
various other items, and the sum of
these with what he can secure for his
finished product, regulates the price
that he pays for the raw material. In
the distribution of goods the middle
man plays an important part. He is
the go-between the producer of the
raw material the manufacturer, and
the manufacturer and the consumer.
He cannot well be eliminated from
commercial transactions. 'He per
forms a service that neither the pro-
ducer of the raw material or the man-
ufacturer can more economically per-
form. The middle men are the job-
bers, the commission agents and the
retailers; each performing his special
service in the matter of distribution.
The consumer is the end of the chain,
the final buyer of commodities who
utilizes them for his own use and the
uses of his family. There should be
a margin of profit in each of the
different transactions that will allow
equitable compensation to each and
every one interested in the production
of a finished article. All goods have
a real value and this value is deter
mined solely by the elements referred
to herein. The consumer must expect
to contribute his mite towards the
support of all engaged in commerce.
He is the beginning link, as weft as
the ending link of every transaction.
The farmer who grows wheat, when
he forces the grocer from whom he
buys his flour to sell the flour at a
low rate, indirectly has "an influence
in lowering the market for the wheat
that he produces. When the consum-
er demands that goods be sold at a
price below the cost of production, he
invites substitution of inferior goods,
adulteration of the articles -and en-
courages a system that is unwhole-
sme.

The people should understand that
they never receive !something for
nothing, or receive anything of value
for less than its value unless under
some abnormal circumstance. Of late
years there has a systepn grown up of
offering great bargains in various
kinds of goods by catalogue sent
through the mails, and presenting at-
tractive and illusive advertising that
goods are being sold at less than cost.
The intelligent man or woman will
carefully consider al? the circum-
stances relative to such offers, and
will be guided accordingly. It is evi-
dent that when special bargains are
made there are conditions that justify
such bargains; that goods ge not ofstandard grade, are stale, or deterigr-
ated in some manner. Also there has
a system of offering "free premiums"srown up that is unwholesome, and to
an extent an imposition upon the pe-
pie as the system compels them to
pay for articles that are not essential
for them to have. The man who buys
sugar does not care to be forced rn-
der the guise of paying for sugar to
pay for a paper of pins or a package
of needles, even though these may be
a "free premium." It is well to bear
these points in mind, and a little
study into business economics and
principles will be highly advantage-
ous to the one who desires to' know
about the proper value of goods he
must buy.

No Good t6 Town.
The man who spends his time loaflng

about the town stores and complain-
ing of the conditions of his environ-
ments is no good to himself, his family
or his town. There are a class of men
who spend their tijie in bemoaning
the fact that they are not getting the
right kind of living which the world
owes them, and who never once think
how much better this living could be
If they would only hustle. The man
who is constantly grumbling about
the dullness of his town is never found
looking around to discover a means by
which he can make it liveller,

S Birds Lured by Mirror.

.Cock partridges are caught on
French shootings by means of a trap
that loses on the entrance of a
bird, the lure being a mirror in which
It sees itsi own refletion, which it is
anxious to attack.

SCHEMES TO DEFRAUD,

Sojme of the Plans to Secure Money
Without Adequate Compensation.

Plans to secure money from the

people without giving adequate re-
turns are numerous. Not alone are
the residents of country districts
made the victims of schemers, but
city people as well are now and then
humbugged by shrewd fakirs. Within
the past year or two it was announced
in the columns of magazines and the
farm papers of a seedless apple being
evolved. A few months later seedless
apple trees were widely advertised
from .different parts of the country.
One concern which started in to op.
erate on an extensive plan organized
seedless apple companies in different
states of the western country. Within
a few months hundreds of thousands
of dollars were taken from the pock.
ets of the people for seedless apple
trees. These trees were just the
ordinary kind, and poor stock at that.
So bold were the operations of the
seedless apple tree schemers that the
secretary of agriculture found it nec.
essary to issue a bulletin warning the
people of the fraud, and later the post
office department issued fraud orders
against those engaged in the nefarious
business. There are nurseries located
in nearly every state. It is a good
plan for the residents of farming and
fruit growing districts to carefully in-
vestigate concerns selling fruit trees
and similar lines before they are
given patronage.

A number of petty grafts have late-
ly been worked throughout the coun-
try. One of the common ones is the
hiring of agents to sell soaps, per-
fumes and other commodities on the
premium plan. The concerns which
operate games of this class generally
have their headquarters in some large
city and through advertising secure
the names of people desiring employ-
ment as canvassers and agents. To
such they send letters holding out ez-
traordinary inducements. Those who
agree to act as agents sign a contract
which is an agreement to pay for such
goods as may be sent to them on con.
signment. The sample outfits which
are forwarded, or the small stock of
goods, are billed in such a way as to
allow the concern an exorbitant profit.
If the agent succeeds in selling the
goods and remits promptly there is
not likelihood of being any trouble,
but generally the goods are so poor in
quality that they remain dead stock
in the hands of the canvasser, and
he will find that the agreement he has
signed will hold him to pay for the
goods.

One of the humbugs that is perpe-
trated upon the people ,of many com-
munities is the selling of stock in co-
operative mercantile companies. Durm
ing the past three or four years the
residents of many small towns and ag-
ricultural districts have lost hundreds
of thousands of dollars, if not mi-n
lions, through the buying of stock in
alleged cooperative establishments in
large cities. One company with head-
quarters in Chi&go, doing a mail
order business, sold stock in excess of
$1,000,000, and when the concern went
into the hands of a receiver about a
year ago there was not ten per cUit.
of assetsto return to stockholders.'
Other alleged cooperative deals
volve what is termed a profit shariag
plan. This plan does not require the
purchase of stock, but the cooperative '.
part is purely a scheme devised for
the securing of trade.

PUBLIC OPINION.

Power of the Country Press and I.t
Influences Upon thp Community.

While the influences of the grest
city papers are recogaised and the
great magazines fill a aecessry Seia'
neither of these conveyers of genBal i
information can ever supplaht th Mai
that is occupied by theeouatry prom-
The home paper is the mediumn thbt
conveys local intelllge•ce to its rend
ers. It fills a plaee La the iraus f
world that no other publleation ea•
ever supplant The country prei S
one of the greatest powers i•t t
molding of public opinion. It .mayani
be up to the highest elasalesl tem
but its fough literary gemsme are tntl
ually shining resplendent and east
their rays in the most remote oam
of the land, It is a power for
In its eectlions of events, In i theat
feld are shown the progress ttf
people whom it represents. t ist' tt
mirror of the condition of the tow•:
and the country. The residents ait
every community should take • as
greatest pride in assisting ia i i
the home press more powerfl. gla
up for your home paper. It t• the e
staunqh advocate of your lOtaed! lnto
ests and to an extent is indicative•f
either your prosperity or your elack o
progress.

"8tarilnae Egg-tea~ d ..
A correspondent, writing from "

Leith, England, expresses a strssg'
opinion tha tstarllng rob sal b•r•i
nests.

Some years ago there was a larg
tree opposite my dwelliag-hi:.
There was a hole in the trunk of tLhe
tree about ten feet from the greun
and sparrows built their nats in theL
caylty. I have time and aganla seen
starlings driving away Jhe parea$
birds, enter the nests, taking ho •
of the eggs with their bills ad *a
ing away with them.

A gravedigger in Banishire eles
told me that a ysllowhatmmer bha
built its nest in the chur•hyard, au
It contained four eggs.' One day S
starling attacked the hen bird as she
sat on her eggs. The yeoflwhamm
defended her nest and made a greet
noise, which attraceted his attent•o,
but before he got up to the nest the
yellowhammer had been kIlUed by
the starling, and the latter •ras e the
nest and breaking and esting the
eggs. Forty years age starlings were
rare birds in many parts of eoot•sa .
but now they are to be seen in thee
sands everywhere, and there ea be
no dboubt they have saw destrat•se
habits.

Queer Ways oe Mew,
Manya man who per ., hm is

fool with cannon e tearini s l
not for a moment nofal )1lt


