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TAW DUST HFAP ON
FIRE ROCK PINE IN q4e
BACK GROLUND e

Loss of LifI?—Q.DOD Pecple Perished In 30 Years from Forest Fires, 68 Lives
per Year,

Monctary Loss—Average of $50,000,000 a Year.
Loss in 1908—Fifty, Lives.

Monetary Loss in 1808—Over $200,000,000.

OREST fires which have just laid waste whole counties in Minnesota,
Michigan, and extended inte Wisconsin, destroying many towns and
making thousands of persons homeless, have focused the attention of

beth government and state forest officers on the enormous losses of forest
wealth which will be checked up to the year 1908,
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FOREST FIRES!
EXTINGUISH CAMP FIRES!
REPORT FIRES TO FOREST OFFICERS!

R o]
To prevent fires Congress passed the law approved May 5, 1900, which—
Forbids setting fire to the woods, and
Forbids leaving any fires unextinguishad.

This law, for offenses against which office®s of the FOREST SERVICE

can arrest without warrant, provides 25 maximum punishment-—-

EFFORTS TO CHEC

RIS CoSTIMERIGA
50.000.000.A YEAR

THE FIRES

ing these filres, which were confined to grass covered areas aggregating 103.-
440 acres, from the total area reported for, there would be left only 109,410
acres of average forest land which was burned over. Thus it {3 seen that the
foreat land burned over last year was actually mere than 4,000 acres less
than in 1906, althoush the national forest area reported on was greater by
53,000,000 acres. The timbered area burned over was only 26,365 acres, of
which 11,5600 acres were in a place in the Chiricahua National Forest, Arizona,
where only 100 board feet per acre were destroyed. The value of the timber

A fine of $5,000, or imprisonment for fio years, or both, if a fira I Sat maliclously, and
Afineof §1 ot iy for gas year, or il firs rasalis from earblessness.

It also provides that the money from such fines shall be paid to the
school fund of the county in which the offense is committed.

JAMES Wi LSON,
Secretary of Agricalture.
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FRE BURNING AT HEAD OF MILLER CANYON.

In the whole northern half of the United States throughout the vast ter-
ritory extending from coast to coast, the reported destruction by forest fires
has been terrific and it is likely that the year will go down as one of the
‘worst in the last quarter century. It seems that no part of the country has
escaped the work of the devastating flames. The latest disaslers in Minne-
sota, Michigan and Wisconsin are the worst of the many that have visited the
lake states thiz year. Other sections have also suffered from forest fires
during the epring and summer months, and the people of the Pacific coast,
the Rocky mountain and the New England states and Canada have had a
thoreugh, and in some cases, a continuous experience in fire fighting.

Officers In the United States forest service say that it is doubtful if this

year's actual losses from forest fires in all parts of the country will ever be
known, but it is certain that they will run up =so high in the millions that the
country will be stariled when a compilation of statistics at the end of the
geason makes it possible to give even the most conservative flgures, Sufiice
it to say, were all the timber burned up this year in all parts of the country
converted into cash, it could provide for a good sized navy of firsi-class bat-
tlsll}h:l;ﬁ.[
' “The fires have done good in one way; they have focused. the people's
altention on the seriousness of the forest fire problem, practical foresters
say, and have started a wide-spread movement in many states to check them
by adopting rational systems of fire protection. Among thinking people there
has been awakened an intense interest in throwing a better protection arcund
the forests, which grow more important as a natural resource as the timber
supply dwindles. :

Although the fire menace has been serious in all sections, officers of the
forest service estimate that the total cost of the forest fires in the national
foresta for the season, exclusive of the salaries of forest officers, will not be
more than $30,000. This sum is small when it is remembered that it means
putting down fires on all of the national forests, which now have an area of
approximately 168,000,000 acres. The value of the timber destroyed will not
be known until the fire reports are made at the end of the year, but it is
estimated that it will be very much greater than in previous years because of
the unusual destruetion by fire in all sectlons. Progressive state fire wardens
and forgst officers, individuals and private corporations having large timber
holdings have organized fire fighting forces along much the same line as the
governmient in many cases, and in this way they have given protection to
millions of acres of timber which might have been destroyed had it been
1ef! unprotected.

The official census gives the area burned by forest fires per year as
10,000,000 acres, and the division of forestry has collected records of 12,000,000
acres burned over in one year. The value of the timber destroyed was es-
timated at from $25,000,000 to $50,000,00¢ a year. While in 1908 the acreage
of forest burned over was undoubtedly smaller, still the loss was not less
than but even greafer because the value of stumpage has increased at least
five times, and, therefore, it was necessary to burn only 2.000,000 acres %o
cause the same amount of damage. Upon the basis of the forest service ex-
perience on the national forests on which the total administration per acre,
fncluding fire patrol, amounts io only one cent, the forest area of the United
gtates could be patroled and protected from fire at a cost of less than $3,008-
000. This would saye an annual loss close to $20,000,000 for timber alone,
to say nothing of all cther damages caused by forest fires.

That the estimate of the fire loss is not exaggerated can be seen from &
faw examples of individual fires. The Hinckley fire in Minnesota in 1884,
{or instance, burned over an area of 250 square miles, killéd 418 people, and
entirely apart from the vast quantities of lumber burned, destroyed $750,000
worth of property. A fire in Washington and Oregon in 1302 destroyed
$12.000,000 worth ef property. We must not forget that all the conflagrations
gtart from small fires which, under fire patrol, would probably be checked.

Loss in new growth amounts each vear to $80,000,000. If not for forest
fires, wa could expect an additional growth of 20 cubic feet per acre per year,
which for a forest area of 500,000,000 acres, would amount each year to
10,000,000,000 cubic feet. This is equal to 45,000,000,000 feet board measure,
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which is more than the annual consumption of saw-timber in this country.
Figuring at $2 per M, this amounts to $50,000,000. The loss of soil fertility
cannot even be estimated. Damage to river courses and adjacent farm
country, due to floods and drought, iz caused by the destruction of the
forest by fire, and costs the nation ench year many millions of dollars. De-
precfation in forest wealth and value of land, which is destroying the pos-
sible prosperity of many sections, i a hindrance to business enterprise,

The forest service, by a fire patrol, reduced the burned-over area on the
national forests from .66 of one per gent. In 1904, the year hefore the forests
were put under its control, to .16 of one per cent, in 1905, .12 per cent in
1908, and .07 per cent. in 1907. The total area burned over in 1907 was
109,410 acres, as against 388,872 acres in 1904, while during the same period
the national foreSts havé—increased in area from 58,000,000 acres to 162,
000,000 acres, and this at a cost far smaller than .07 per cent., which cover
the entire administration.

Thronghout 1908 fires have done serious damage in practically every
state. The country has experienced some fires which have attained his-
toric importance, among them those in British Columbia and the lake states.

The government has also had a lot of work in the fire fighting line on
the national forests, but serious as the fires have been, careful patrol and the
organization of a force to batile with the flames as soon as discovered have
held the losses down to a point where they are utterly insignificant, when
one considers the fearful destruction which would have come about had
there been no protection.

One of the chief benefits of proper forest administration is found in
the decreased loss from forest fires. The importance of this statement is
shown in the reports of fires on the national forests during the last three
Years.

For the calendar year 1905, fire burned over an area of 279,592 acres,
in the national forests, destroying $101,282 worth of timbher. The cost of
fighting these fires was $12,5673.52. This was the year of the transfer of the
administration of the national forests from the department of the interior
to the department of agriculture, and the change in the form of fire reports
makes it impossible to give the number of acres on which reports were
made, but the area is not thought to have been more than 20,000,000 acres.

In 1906, the area burned over was 115,416 acres—much less than one-half
the area burned over the year before. The value of the timber destroyed
was $76,183, about 76 per cent. of the value of that of the previous year. The
cost of fighting forest fires in 1906 was $8,768, agalnst $12,673.52 in 1005,
These figures are for the fires on the national forests at the end of 1906,
when the total area reported on was 97,000,000 acres.

Last year's report shows that fire burned over 212850 acres of land in
the national forests. Fire reports were received on 150,000,000 acres, against
97,000,000 acres in 1906. The increasze of 53,000,000 iz accounted for by the
increase in the area of the national forests during 1906. The fact that the
1907 figure shows that 212,850 acres of land were burned over is somewhat
misleading, because it takes into sccount three large grass fires on the
Dismal River National Forest in Nebraska; the Garden City National Forest
in Kansas, and the Wichita Natinpnal Forest in Oklahema. After eliminat-

FOREST FIRE, NORTHERN WISCONSIN

destroyed by the year's fires was only $31,590, against $76,183 in 1906, The
cost of fire fighting (which {s always figured exciusive of forest officers'
salaries) was only 33,610 against $8,768 in 19086,

Although the fire menace has been serfous in all sections, officers of the
forest service estimate that the total cost of fighting fires on the national for.
ests for the season, excluslve of the salaries of forest officérs, will not be
more than $30,000. Thiz sum is small when it is remembered that it means
putting down fires on all of the national forests, which now have an area
of approximately 168,000,000 acres, The value of the timber destroyed will
not be known until the fire reports are made at the end of the year, but it is
estimated that it will be very much greater than in previous years, because
of the unusual destruction by fire in all sections.

Anyone who knows of the fearful damage wrought by forest firea on pri-
vate and unprotected public lands each year, will see that through fire patrol,
guch as is maintained on our national forests, the losses can be reduced to the
minimum, :

These results have come about through the increased efficiercy in fire
patrol and methods of fighting fire, and through the eo-operation of settlers and
users of forests who now understand that the foreste are their property and
a loss from fire s a personal loss. By posting fire notices and gliving advice ths
forest service has secured the co-operation from the ocutside, which may be
gald to be as important an agency in reducing the loss from forest fires as the
perfection of machinery for fighting these fires.

Fire is the forest's worst enemy and every means is taken on the national
forests to prevent it. During the past year extensive improvement work in the
way of construetion of roads, trails, bridges and telephone lineg has put many
of the forests in a condition where the work of fire fighting will be very
miich facilitated.

It {8 hard and practically impossible to figure losses accurately at thia
time, and it will be weeks before even an approximate estimate that is final
can be made. Cruisers will have to be sent over the burnt-over areas before
close figures can be obtained and the timber owners say that it is abeolutely
ugeless to do anything in this line until a heavy rain comes and the end of
the fires is assured.

Putting the losses low, to be on the safe side, they are commonly agreed
to be $5000,000 to $10,000,000. The majority of people say about $5,000,000.
This is considered a conservative estimate by those who have been over most
of the-ground. At five per cent. interest the amount of capital lost would
yleld $260,000 a year. This is worth contrasting with what the state forestry
board now has to spend for protection. It has an appropriation of $11,500.

The burning of the prosperous little town of Chishelm on the Mesabi iron
range nearly three weeks ago is the item of loss which figures mosi promi-
nently in comversations with .all who have anything to say about the forest
fire destruction to date. The people in this country are used to fires, and
hardly feel at home unless there is the smell of smoke in the alr. Until the
flames menace a town or a very valuable stand of timber they are fairly in
different to the danger.

A striking evidence of this over-confident feeling of safety was given on
the day of the Chisholm fire, the losses in which are now conservatively es-
timated at $1,250,000 to §1,600,000, including real property. stocks of mers
chandise, and every other item of direct loss. The same fire that destroyed
the town had been burning in the forests mearby for more than a weck. It
was at five o'clock on the afterncon of Saturday, September 5, that the fire
entered the city in the clutch of a gale from the northwest and laid the place
in ruins in less time than it takes to tell it. Up to within a half hour befors
the flames caught the town the people were confident that there was no
danger, and, with few exceptions, went about their business as usuai.

When the fire came all were panic-stricken, and grabbing the few things
nearest at hand, which fa numerous cases were not articles of the sreatea't
usefulness, fled the town, many making for the iron mines nearby. Had or-
dinary precautions been taken even as fate as the forencon of the fire, it is
said that the place could have been saved. As it was, all that was spared
by the flames were the two churches, the beautiful $125,000 high school. tha
grammar school, and two blocks of dwellings on opposite sides of town w:hich
were saved because of a peculiar shifticg of the wind, ’
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ALWAYS REDEEM CLASS RINGS

e

Custom of MNaval Service Had Its doubt about it, it was a ring belong-
Origin in Esprit de Corps. ing to a member of a class which
graduated some years ago. The offi-
A naval officer and a friend were |cer bought the ring and put it in his
strolling down Broadway one after- | pocket. sy .
poon recently. The former glanced| “Why, what can you went with that
in at a pawnshop window and sud- ring?” asked his friend; “is its owner
denly stopped. “Hello!” he exclaimed; | a particular friend of yours?
“there is a naval academy class ring.” The officer said he was not and
He went into the shop and asked to then explained that' it had always
gee the ring,  There could be B0 |been a custom of the naval service for

one-and send it back to its owner,

oo e 2% DEALS IN STOCK AND STOCKS | joo, s, ok trtiane.

who, of course, makes good the loan
at his earliest convenience.

“That is why,” eald the officer, amlil-
ingly, “pawnshop keepers are always - i ;
anxious to lend money on our class My vacatlon on my cousin’s farm
rings, and that is a'so one reason why | tAught me a thing or two,” said a
a naval officer will never paw:. his | broker. “In selling stock no less than

class ring until the worst comes to |in selling stocks, there are tricks to
the worst” be learned. 7

b s U i “My cousln jipped a cow one after-
Unlegs you bear with the faulta of | noon. To jip a cow is tg paint her ud-
& friend you betray your own.—Syrus. | der with Venetian red. That gives to

According to This, There Are Many.
Points of Similarity.

3 ;
the stalest and most withered udder &

_milk her. In consequence her shrunken
udder that yielded a quart or two a
milking, ballooned out like the udder

T
. “She was au old cow, and, besides P "?I‘I:Iaugil;ﬂ::tt;? iirzﬁz-fair next d
Jipping her, my cousin filed four or | woup har shininé coat, her filed ho”"
five of the wrinkles off her horns. | .5 .. painted udder, took s
; every-
Since a wrinkle means a year, thiS |y 40g ove  Bhe brought the pri::rg!
rejuvenated ths okl cow as few beauty a young cow. Stock and
treatments rejuvenate 8 woman, struck me, ara a good ::al 5:3:1‘;& ”u
“My unele brushed the old ecow; '—-n———--_.B i
then he sponged her with salt and| Have the courage to dare to be true
water, the salt cansing her to lck |at all times.—Mansfield, :

fresh, firm look of youth.

infants and children, and see that

£5% 0% ;
A young conple who are very mach
taken with each other. :
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The Square Deal

A stout and opulent man dwelling in
A suburban town had borne the ex
pense of the anpual Bunday s_chool
plcnic, and the superintendent of the
school, out of gratitude, asked the
benetactor to address the children.
The philanthropist was not lauch of &
gpeaker, but he was a master hand at
poker. When he found himseif gazing
fnlo the expectant faces of a hundred
and fifty children his embarrassment
almost overcame him, but he managed
to stammer out: “My dear children,
what I want $o impress upon yeu is
that—er—er—it pays to be good. That
er—er—er—a man who deals from the
bottem of the pack is generally buried
at the public cxpense.”

insanity.

“You admit having received a $50-
000 fee from the trust?” sald the law-
yer for the state, :

“I do,” replied the senmator, calmly. ' &
Besides, I sent it back.” i I

“Sent it back!™

“1 gia.” {

“Your honor,” sald the lawyer, tﬂrﬂ-

Ing to the ¢ourt, “I cannot prosecu
an insane man.”

Adjournment was had until Eomd
alienisis could be rounded up. l 3

Important to Mothers.
Examine carefully every bottla
CASTORIA a safe and sure remedy f

Bears the “
Signature of (&

In Use For Over 30 Years, ]
The Kind You Have Always Bough

They Did. il v

Uncle Henry—Nellie, I hope thi
observe the Sabbath at thut lake
sort where you spent your vacation
Pretty Niece—Indeed they de, un
On Sundays they always serve &
lar four courge dinner.

Don’t It Jar You? - &

To have a cough that you can't ld
off—even when you go to bed? gui
it away for good by using Simm@s’
Cough Syrup. It heals infiammagon
of the throat and lungs—gives you @sl
and peaceful sleep. :

The Same Thing.

“T1l bet your trouble isn't: anytll
ke mine. I've got a sick family®
“Ien't {t? TI've got a fac simi
Boston American. [ &

Hicks' Capudine Cures Nerve

Whether tired out, worried, slespl
what not. It guiets and refreshes

Bl druggists.

The dread of ridicule is apt to #
gle originality at its birth.
ks

FACTS
WOMEN

No other medicine ha
successful in relieving the
of women or received go 1
uine testimonials as has
Pinkham’s Vegetable Co
- In every community y
women who have been n

,Mass, any womanay
see the files containing o one
lion one hundred tho
from women Eeeking
here are the lettersin

Compound. has saved
from surgical operationd
Lydia E. Pinkham’
Compound iy made fr
herbs, without drugs,
some and halmlehsa.
@ reason why Lyd
ham’s Vegeta.bleyco
suceessful is becpuse i
gredients which act

to a healthy normal co

Women who are s
those distressing ills pa
gex should not lose
facts or doubt the al

Pinkham’s Vegetal
to restore their health




