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.ESTHER THE
MAIDEN

Stoary of Her Unconscious Preparation for
a Great Mission.

BY THE "HIGHWAY AND BYWAY"
PREACHER

(Copyrighi, 11W9, by the Author, W. . "ldson.)

Scripture Authority-The Book of
Esther.

Canonicity of the Book of Esther.-The
Book of Esther is one of the canonical
books of Scripture, having been written
late in the reign of Xerxes, or early in
'that of his son Artaxerxes Longimanus.
The author is not known, but may very
probably have been Mordecai himself.
Those who ascribe it to Ezra, or the men
of the Great Synagogue, may have mere-
ly meant that Ezra edited and added it
to the canon of the Scripture, which he
probably did. The Book of Esther appears
in a different form in the LXX., and the
translations therefrom, from that in
which it is found in the Hebrew Bible.
The canonical Esther is placed among the
hagiographa by the Jews, and in that
first portion of them which they call "the
five rolls." It is sometimes emphatically
called "Megillah" (roll), without other
distinction, and is read through by the
Jews in their synagogues at the feast of
Purim. It has often been remarked as
a peculiarity of this book that the name
of God does not occur in it. It was al-
ways reckoned in the Jewish canon, and
is named or implied in almost every enu-
meration of the books composing it, from
Josephus downward. The feast of Purim
remains to this day as an evidence of the
truth of the story.

SERMONETTE.
"She had neither father nor

mother." A sad childhood, in-
deed. It Is not known how young
she was when death robbed her
of both parents and broke up
the home. She was probably
quite young, for the word used
to tell of Mordecai's kindness
carries the thought of "nour-
ished." Robbed of mother love
and father strength and protec-
tion, it would have seemed that
her life was blighted and all
hope of the future gone. But
the breaking up of the home and
the kindly offer of her older cou-
sin afforded her just the oppor-
tunity she needed of prepara-
tion for the exalted place which

she came to fill. He was con-
nected with the royal establish-

ment and could thus bring his
young charge into the atmos-
phere. and life for which she was
destined.

It is a most inspiring thought
that out of the misfortunes of
life there often unfold the lar-

ger purpose and opportunity for
a human, struggling soul. In fact
it is the very trials themselves
which prove the school of prep-
aration for the places of trust
and influence..

Think of the anguish of that
mother as she looked upon her
little girl and-realized she must
leave her. Think of the father
Whose heart was torn within
him as he lay dying because no
longer would his arm be strong
to protect the tender little life
which was unfolding so beauti.
fully. But the tragedy of that
home gave birth not to a blasted
life, but rather to a larger, fuller
life.

There is every justification in
the belief that the parents of
Esther when called upon to
leave her committed her to the
merciful watchcare of God and
that it brought comfort to their
dying moments to realize that in
his hands she was safe.

How marvelously the provi.-
dances of God stand out in this
beautiful story. Every step is
marked by the overruling hand
of God, and yet the name of God
is nowhere mentioned in the
book.

True piety is expressed in the
life rather than by the lips,
whose words. may be but hypo-
critic veneer for the godless life.

Perhaps it was at a great per-
sonal sacrifice of time and
money that Mordecai took upon
himself the burden of caring for
his uncle's child. But unselfish
devotion on his part was like
bread cast upon the waters, It
returned unto him with blessed
Increase in the years that fol-
lowed.

THE STORY..

• HEN the father of the little Hadas-
sah had died, the mother had felt

it was almost a judgment upon them
because they had not returned to
Jerusalem in company with the Jews,
whom the decree of Cyrus had permit-
ted to leave the land of their captivity
and again rebuild the beloved city of
Zion. But it had seemed such a long
journey, and the hardships to be met
with when reaching the ruined city so
great, that they had stifled the inner
longings to be found in every loyal
Jewish heart for a new national life
and a new temple in which their God
might dwell in their midst, and had
settled back in the comfort and ease
which they had made for themselves
in the land of their captivity. They
had never seen Jerusalem. They were
of the second generation of those who
had been carried captive by Nebuchad-
nezzar, and, however muoh the racial
characteristics were maintained, and
absolute loyalty to Jewish traditions
ana family life sustained, there had
come such a natural and easy adapta-
tion to the new conditions that, after
the first flush of enthusiasm over the
talk of return to the land of Canaan
had died away, they had found them-
selves quite content to remain.

But in every case where one falls to
respond to the higher and better im-
pulses from within there are pmore
than apt to be periods of disquietude
in which the accusing voice of con-
science is heard ehastising the soul for
its perfdy. So it was with the parents
of-little Esther. Many times after they
had watched the faithful Jews depart
had there come troubled thoughts into
their hearts, and when the father lay
dying his last words had been of re-
gret that he had not gone back to Jer-
usalem.

"It might all Lave been different,"
cried the bereaved mother over and
emr agala. And the little esoaatad•d.
Ing at her knee and only half realizing

all that the death of her father meant
to her, wondered about it all and tried
to comfort her in her simple, childish
way.

The days which followed were days
of hardship and privation. It was such
a struggle as many a mother before
and since has known when the father
has been taken and the burden of the
livelihood falls upon the mother.
Esther's mother knew of her husband's
nephew Mordecai, who was connected
with the royal establishment, but she
was too proud and independent to let
him know of her need, and she strug-
gled on.
But the pressure of the burdens

from without and the troubled con-
science within sapped the none too
great supply of strength of the
mother, and one day she fell sick, and
when she realized that she would
never again get well and that she ndust
leave the beautiful little daughter, an-
guish that almost drove her mad filled
her heart.

"Oh, had we only gone back to the
land of our fathers, the land where
God has promised his people blessing,
it might all have been so different. It
is but the hand of cursing upon us for
our sin."

Little Hadassab. listened in awed
wonder to her mother's words of re-
proach upon herself and, without know.
ing just what they meant, but with a
tender, loving heart which longed to
speak comfortingly, she said:

'But, mamma, can't God be in this
land, too? He was with the great
Daniel, and he will be with us when
we need him so much."

The mother stopped her convulsive
sobbing and, turning her head so that
her eyes were full upon the face of
her daughter, she lay for some min-
utes as if trying to get hold of the
thought which the child had expressed
with but a half consciousness of all
that her words meant.

"Perhaps he will," whispered the
mother, wearily, and then she closed
her eyes and a little later the friends
who had come in led the little girl
away, telling her gently that her
mother was dead.

"Has she gone back to the land
where she said God was?" she asked,
wonderingly. And when they tried to
explain to her that 'her mamma had
gone to be with the God of Abraham,
and Isaac, and Jacob, a little smile
broke over her face and she said, simr
pyl:
-"May I go to see her some time?"

Poor little motherless girl. What
was to become of her? She had but
one living relative of whom 'anyone
knew, and that was Mordecai, the man
who served in the gate of the king's
palace. But what could he do with
her, he who had maintained such devo-
tion to the king that he had estab-
lished no home of his own, but had
continued in the palace, where he
could know day and night who passed
through the gate to the palace.

When tidings' of the death. of his
uncle's wife reached Mordecai, he went
at once to the home, wondering what
could be done with the little girl. It
troubled and vexed him. He felt in no
position to look after her. If he did
not, however, what would become of
her? Perhaps a fate worse than death
would overtake her. It was a struggle
all the way across the great city to
the home where death had come, but
when he had reached the threshold he
had mastered the selfishness of his
own heart and had brought himself to
the point where he had solemnly
vowed that he would look after the lit-
tle girl and strive, to bring her up to
fill a life of usefulness and honor.

That was the beginning of a new
life for Hadassah. What a new won-
der world the near life to the palace
proved to her, and how, with the devel-
opment of the grace and beauty of the
young girl, there came the refining, un-
folding influences of the larger life to
which her uncle's station admitted her.

So the years came and went, and
the little motherless and fatherless
girl had developed into a woman of
rare beauty and winsome grace, so
that, as Mordecai looked upon her, he
found himself marveling and wonder-
ing how :imuch longer he could keep
her as the joy and brightness of his
own home.

"She is a veritable queen," he had
thought to himself, "but how could I
give her up, even to the king?"

And when he had asked that ques-
tion to himself he had never thought
that it would require asking. But
events moved swiftly and, following
the sensational rmnioval of Queen
Vashti from her place on the throne,
came the royal decree seeking for the
king a new queen.

"She is worthy to be queen, but how
can I give her up v' Mordecai cried in
anguish, as he realized that he was
face to face with the hardest question
he had ever been called upon to an-
swer. Butuat last victory came:

"Perhaps it is to this end that she
has been preserved in this land."

And when he had gently unfolded to
Esther the larger life which was ap-
parently opening to her she had sub-
missively said:

"It will be hard to leave thee, dear
foster father. But I will strive to be
as faithful to thee as thou has been to
me."

"There Is But One Book."
When Sir Walter Scott lay dying he

said to his son-in-law, Lockart: "Read
to me! Read to me!" 'What shall I
read?" asked Lockarf. "How can you
ask?" said the maker of books. "There
is but one Book now."

In the multiplicity of books of to-day
there is great danger that the one Book
will be forgotten; that many will find
when they come to die that there was
truly but one Book worth while, and
that they have not learned it.

It is said that Luther's wife one day
grew weary of the long psalm her hus-
band was reading and said she had
heard enough, and, besides, she read a
great deal for herself every day and
knew how to talk about it, too. "Ah,
Kate," said her husband, with a sigh,
"this is the way weariness of God's
word begins; beware lest new books
come and take its place, and the Scrip.
tures be driven again into the corner."

The preacher who, in the right spir-
it, will say that an unconverted church
member is no more likely to go to
heaven than a sinner in the slums, will
not have any trouble in keeping his
congregation awake.

Can there be anything in this world
more useful than happiness ?--Bossett

PATIENT SUFFERING.

Many Women Think They Are
Doomed to Backache.

It is not right for women to be al-
ways ailing with backache, urinary

ills, headache and other
symptoms of kidney
disease. There is a way
to 'end these troubles'
quickly. Mrs. John H.

St., Mitchell, S. D.,
says: "I suffered ten
years with kidney com-

plaint and a doctor told me I would
never get more than temporary relief.
A dragging pain and lameness in my
back almost disabled me. Dizzy spells
came and went and the kidney secre-
tions were irregular. Doan's Kidney
Pills rid me of these troubles and I
feel better than for years past."

Sold by all dealers. 50c a box. Fos-
ter-Milburn Co., Buffalo, N. Y.

MAKING THE MOST OF IT.

"Don't be alarmed, Miss Hash, this
microscope is merely to enable me to
see what I'm eating!"

Too Strong for Daddy.
It was raining outside, and little in-

terrogative Irma was in one of her
worst, or at least most trying, moods.
Father, busily writing at his desk, had
already reproved her several times for
bothering him with useless questions.

"I say, pa, what-"
"Ask your mother."
"Honest, pa, this isn't a silly one

this time."
"All right, this once. What is it?"
"Well, if the end of the world was

to come, and the earth was destroyed
while a man was up in an airship,
where would he land when he came
down?"-Everybody's.

A Woman's Threat.
"Well, if that ain't the limit," mused

the postman, as he came down the
steps of a private residence.

"What's the trouble?" queried the
passing citizen, who had overheard the
postman's- noisy thought.

"Why," explained the man in gray,
"the.e woman in 'that house says if I
don't come along earlier she'll get her
letters from some other carrier."

Important to Mothere.
Examine carefully every bottle of

CASTORI4 a safe and sure remedy for
infants and children, and see that it

Bears the
Signature of

In Use For Over 30 ears.
The Kind You Have Always Bought

Mabel's Wish.
Small Mabel-Mamma, they sell

cream at a creamery, don't they? -
Mamma-Yes, dear.
Small Mabel-If I were to buy some

tan at a tannery, mamma, do you think
they would throw in a few freckles?

The total gifts for last year to the
Christian Missionary alliance amount
to close to $250,000, the largest in the
history of the organization.

ONLY ONE "BROMO QUININE-"
That is LAXATIVE BROMOQQUININE. Look for
the signature of E. W. GOIVE. Used the World
over to Cure a Cold in One Day. 25c.

Know what thou canst work at and
do it like a Hercules.--Carlyle.

A Good Tonic
For Sick Women ~or what your wonderful medicine

FkWine of Cardui did for me, for I sin-
Of course, well people don't need a tonic. But cerely believe it saved my life.

sick people, and especially sick women, frequently do. "I was sick and worn-out, almost
That feeling of weakness, tiredness, or lan- unto death. My sister finally persua-fl f I

guidness, that seems to make every movement or ded me to take Cardui. Bcfore I had ,
thought an effort, is much more than merely dis- taken five (5) bottles, I was well and ."
agreeable. It is a sign of dangerous weakness, and strong." Try Cardui. 'Twill help you.
should be promptly treated with Wine of Cardui. l'. -im vans

Mrs. Annie Vaughan, of Raleigh, N. C., writes: VALUABILE ' • R for
I v- luabhint b on halth, hgf , da me e ~

"I cannot find words to express my deep gratitude BOOK FRItE gi,-" '• •,ai.•-m R

Take CARDUI
His Idea.

Mrs. Crimsonbeak-I see for use
on rural delivery routes a letter box
has an electric attachment which
gives the alarm in the house some dis-
tance away when mail matter has
been deposited within by the carrier.

Mr. Crimsonbeak-Seems to me it
would be more valuable if it only gave
an alarm when a bill was deposited in
the box.

Hon. Emil Kiang, Vienna, Aus., one of
the world's greatest horsemen, has written
to the manufacturers: "SPOHN'S DIS-
TEMPER COMPOUND has become the
standard remedy for distempers and throat
diseases in the best stables of Europe.
This medicine relieves Horses of great suf-
fering and saves much money for the own-
er." We .and $1 a bottle. All druggists.
SPOHN MEDICAL CO., Goshen, Ind.

I long to hand a full cup of happi-
ness to every human being.-Dr. Pay-
son.

Beoause of t@Noe ugly, grizzly, gry hairs. Use "LA CREOLE" HAIR RESTORER.a PRIE, S1I00, retall.

ACCOMMODATING.

* --- 4

Doctor (to man who has fallen)-
You need a strong punch of some kind.

Mr. Flynn (an old enemy)-Let me
give it to him, doc!

BREAKS A COLD PROMPTLY

The following formula is a never
failing remedy for colds:

One ounce of Compound Syrup of
Sarsaparilla, one ounce Toris Com-
pound and one-half pint of good
whiskey, mix and shake thoroughly
each time and use in doses of a table-
spoonful every four hours.

This if followed up will cure an
acute cold in 24 hours. The ingre-
dients can be gotten at any drug store.

Unique Visiting Card.
Mme. Johanna Gadski has brought

to this country a fad that has become
quite the rage in Germany, where it
was introduced by no less a personage
than the crown princess herself. It
is a new form of. visiting card, con-
taining not only an elaborately en-
graved border, but a silhouette of the
person it represents. The custom calls
for a design appropriate to the hold-
er's station. Thus, in Mme. Gardski's
case the prima donna's head is framed
in a border of laurel, while a lyre
forms the base of the design. The
card is not only unique but exceed:
ingly pretty and effective.

Deafness Cannot Be Cured
by local applications., as they cannot reach the die.
eased portion of the ear. There Is only one way to
cure deafness. and that is by constitutional remedies,
Deatness is caused by an inflamed condition of the
mucous lining of the Eustachlan Tube. When this
tube is inflamed you have a rumbling sound or im-
perfect hearing, and when it Is entirely closed, Deal-
ners is the result, and unless the inflammation can be
taken out and this tube restored to its normal condl-
tion, hearing will be destroyed forever; nine cases
out of ten are caused by Catarrh. which is nothing
but an inflamed condition of the mucous surfaces..

We will give One Hundred Dollars for any case of
Deafness (eaused by catarrh) that cannot be cured
by Hall's Catarh Cure. Send for circulars, free.

F. J. CHENEY & CO.. Toledo. O:
sold by Druggists. 75c.
Take Hall's Family Pills for constipation.

Rather Hard.
The messenger entered the palace

with the dispatches.
"Brimstone and asphalt!" ejaculated

Castro, as he read the yellow slip.
"Holland threatens to spank us."

"Well4 what of-it, your exenllen•cy
retponded the':secretary. "Other ars
tions have threatened to do the same."

"Yes, but, confound it, this is a
spanking that will hurt. The Dutch
wear wooden shoes."

Rapid Transit.
Mrs. Blunder .had Inst received a

telegram from India.
"What an admirable invention the

telegram is!" she exclaimed, "when
you come to consider that this mes.
sage has come a distance of thousands
of miles and the gum on the envelope
isn't dry yet."-Tit-Bits.

The Tactful Husband.
"How did you cure your wife of

chattering so much?"
"I told her that when hey lips were

closed they formed a perfect Cupid's
bow."-Cleveland Leader.

Garfield Tea, the Herb Laxative, agree-
ably stimulates the liver, corrects constipa-
tion and relieves a clogged system. Write for
samples. Garfield Tea Co., Brooklyn, N. Y.

One woman can be awfully fond of
another-if they are a hundred miles
apart. .

PUTNAM FADELESS DYES
Coln m mro a1 Mbtm1 d brbaM y aea m l a e ulol.hew s Oce sWimrlgm sHm itbm. T ey dsin M Mf o ettlran Baeyer *a. 'Yoe ama daSUIIMu lOotibut tml WdiUSISIrmI !- blo D Iim. mab mu M AMONROE DRUR 09., Quincy, Ihenaoh.

Every missionary society with over
$10,000 income per year will be asked
to send delegates to the world confer-
ence at Edinburgh two years hence.

For Colds and Gripp-Capudine.
The best remedy for Gripp and Colds is

Hicks' Capudine. Relieves the aching and
feverishness. Cures the aold-Headaches
also. It's Liquid-Effeqts Immediately-l-,
25 and iOc at Drug Stores.

Cleaning upsets a house almost as
badly as it does a watch.

Allen's Foot-Eas, a Powder
lorswollen, weating-fees. Gtieslngsnrrelief. Tb.ousins. powder *or the feet. Es at all Druuiga.

The secret of success is a secret
women never tell

When shown positive and reliable proof that a certain
remedy had cured numerous cases of female ills, wouldn't
any sensible woman conclude that the same remedy would
also benefit her if suffering with the same trouble ?

Here are two letters which prove the efficiency of Lydia
E. Pinkham's Vegetable Compound.

Red Banks, Miss. -" Words are inadequate to express what
Lydia E. Pinkham's Vegetable Compound has done for me. I
suffered from a female disease and weakness which the doc-
tors said was caused by a fibroid tumor, and I commenced to
think there was no,help for me. Lydia E. Pinkham's Vegetable
Compound made me a well woman after all other means had
failed. My friends are all asking what has helped me so much,
and I gladly recommend Lydia E. Pinkham's Vegetable Com-
pound."-Mrs. Willie Edwards.

Hampstead, Maryland.-" Before taking Lydia E. Pinkham's
Vegetable Compound I was weak and nervous, and could not
be on my feet half a day without suffering. The doctors told
me I never would be well without an operation, but Lydia E.
Pinkham's Vegetable Compound has done more for me than all
the doctors, and I hope this valuable medicine may come into
the hands of many more suffering women."-Mrs. Joseph H.
`Dandy.

We will pay a handsome reward to any person who will
prove to us that these letters are not genuine and truthful
- or that either of these women were paid in any way for

their testimonials, or that the letters are published without
their permission, or that the original letter from each did
not come to us entirely unsolicited.

What more proof can any one ask?
For 30 years Lydia E. Pinkbam's Vegetable

Compound has been the standard remedy for
female ills. No sick woman does justice to
herself who will not try this famous medicine.
Made exclusively from roots and herbs, and
has thousands of cuares to its credit.

Mrs. Pinkham invites all sick women
to write her for advice. She has

guided thousands to health free of charge.
Address Mrs. Pinkham, Lynn, Mass.

Al shoes are made in much
the same way.

Here's the ,dffed c.
SWHITE hie Hou SHoesit.

Not tbh onrdiary bindiag fit. Not
the fit that takes three weels to
break in. But the pacefMi fit that

nug aun graceful aD times.
WHITE HOUSE SHOES

won ki. s8s.ao, $4t.00,6.00 and s6.00 FOB womxN 0.650,o4.00 snd5.o00
BUSTER BROWN ms.". SHOES ,nu- ""htL$ r

ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF THE WHITE HOUSE FREE
Upon receipt of c to cover postage, we will mall to those sending , certificate popeply

digned by shoe dealer. showing the purchase of a air of White House' shoes, a complete set
Offoi volumes of the ."WIIs lOVsg MISlTORY. Or will send fortie, without oeilfclate.

THE BROWN SHOE CO. . sAhL St. Louis, Mo.

The Only Genuine KEELEY INSTITUTE in Arkansas.

Riey For WHISKEY
e and DRUG USING

702 Park Avenue, A course of Hot Springs Baths given each patibnt.
HOT SPRINGS, ARK. Write for Information. Correspondence Confidential.
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