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HE gpirit of the west 1s
apiimism and progress. It
is the spirit that fired the
hearts of our forefathers
who erected in the prime-
val forests of New Eng-
tand the superstructure of
the greatest nation on
sarth. It is the optimism
cand faith which imbued
their descendants  who
carved an agricultural em-
pire of unparalleled richness from the Missis-
aippl valley. i

Once a wilderness so unpromising that it
evoked deriglon in the halls of congress, the
west has become today the land of fortune and
opportunity. In this
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_“Wonderfal Develop-
T ment Since Dawn g
~ frrigation .c .c .
By C.J BLANCHARD

& 3 Reclamation Service

jand of boundless dis-
tances the altitude i8
stimulating, the air is a
tonic, giving health to
the Infirm and courage
to those who have failed
slsewhere. Its constant
sunshine encourages op-
timiemm and cheerful-
ness. The glories of its
opal-tinted dawns, the
indescribable beauty of
its sunsets and the
nameless witchery of ita
twilight softly melting
into night are the work
of a divine painter.

There 18 a mental
and spiritual uplift In
it  mountains, whose

summits are In regions
of perpetual snow. Its
sapphire lakes, excel
ling in beauty those of
Bwitzerland, open up
a wondrous field of in-
terest and pleasure to
the sightséer and those
in search of rest and
recreation, The mon-
archs of Its forests cast
their shadows on the
earth before the coming
of the gentle Nazarene,

Its  canons, sculp-
tured during uncounted
centurfes by wind and
wave, are unrivaled in
their wonderful and
varled coloring and In
their awe-inspiring depths. Its deserts, in
‘vastness of area, In potentlal wealth of soil
and climate, and in rivers of constant supply,
-are sleeping empires awalting exploitation and
development. Here nature offers to every
man his birthright—a wide sky, the sunshine,
the wind, and a sure reward for intelligent
effort. Here things are writ In characters too
wast for human pen.

‘The late Gov. John A. Johnson well sald
the west symbolizes “homes for the homeless,
food for the hungry, work for the unemployed,
land for the landless, gold for the penniless,
freedom for the enslaved, adventure for the
restless, dangers for the brave, an unkmown
world to conquer, and room for all”

Irrigation has wrought its miracle and 13-
000,000 acres reclaimed are annually produ-
cing harvests valued at more than $250,000,000
and supporting in homes of their own more
than 300,000 families, The wealth of that por-
tlon of the country which great statesmen in
Webhster'a day were wont to declare worth-
less is greater now than that of the entire
nation in 1860.

In the swift march of national events dur-
ing the past decade, the development of the
west has focused the attention of the world
It furnishes one of the most inspiring pages
in the annals of our commonwealth. It Is a
story of progress and human achievement—a
battle with nature in her sternest and maost
forbldding aspect.

Future writers will record the irrigation
movement as an epoch In our history the far-
reaching influence of which overshadowed in
importance any other progressive movement
since the opening to settlement of the Missis-
slppt valley. The reclamation of vast areas
of our. arld and semi-arid regions, which is
being promoted by the federal government and
by large corporations working in conjunction
with several states, 18 of profound economie
importance to the nation.

The additlonal opportunitlies thus created
{for home makers are already serving to check
the undesirable efflux of the eountry people to
the city. Millions of acres of desert, un-
leached by ralp and storlng in its bosom the
fertility gathered there by centuries of wash-
ings from hills and mountains, are being
quickened by lifegiving water.

Cities, populous and great, have sprung up;
rural communities, attractive and prosperous,
tbroad vistas of fertile flelds and blossoming
orcharde whose yielde are prolific beyond com-
parison, replace the wastes of sand and sage
brush. :

Economie forces are at work today in the
country, and particularly in the arid west,

ich are gradually but surely shaping our
agricultural development along new lines. In
many parts of the irrigated country agricul-
ture now occuples a position of greater dig-
nity among the vocations than ever before.
Tts place among the scientific professions is
‘now recognized and it is calling more strongly
every day for the best talent and brains
the nation affords.
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The reclamation service began its work In
1902 on the passage of the reclamation act.
The first contract was let In September of the
next year and, on June 17, 1905, an important
project in Nevada was formally cpened.

Progress has been rapld and the activities
of the bureau have been extended to 26 or
more projects, which to date have involved the
expenditure of $60,000,000. In the seven and
one-half yeara of its work the service has built
4,215 miles of canal, Placed end to end, these
canals would reach from Washington to San
Francisco and back to New Orleans. BSeveral
of these canals carry whole rivers.

It has excavated 17 miles of tunnels.

Before the end of the year it will have com-
pleted four of the highest dame in the world.
Its excavations of rock and earth amount to
the enormous total of 60,000,000 cubie yards.

Its roads have a total length of 417 miles:
telephones, 1,127 miles; levees, T0 miles.

It has purchased 915,761 barrels of cement
and has manufactured in 1ts own mill 840,000
barrels. As a result of its work water is avall-
able for 750,000 acres on 13,000 farms.

The gross value of crops produced on the
lands irrigated by the government projects In
1510 was $14,038,000. As a result of the work
of the government it i{s estimated that land
values have increased more than 2105800,000,

The reclamatlon serviee is entering 1910
with money and pians for completing most of
its larger and unfinished masonry structures
and with about three-quarters of a miilion of
acres of arid land under irrigation.

It will finish this year the great Roosevelt
dam in Arlzona, one of the most massive In
the world. It has completed the Shoshone
dam, in northern Wyoming, the highest strue-
ture of Its kind ever built; the Pathfinder
dam, in southern Wyoming, and the Laguna
dam, in Arizona. It will for the first time
utilize the Gunnison tunnel, whose completion
was celebrated by President Taft last summer.

The funds available for construction are
somewhat less than in previous years, and the
organization, which is very elastic, has been
cut down to fit reduced expenditures. About
fifty ekilled men—engineers, experts and tech-
nical assistants—have either sought private
employment, have heen transferred to other
bureaus of the pgovernment or put on fur-
lough, In order to keep the overhead charges
consistent with the expenditures.

Reviewing the history of the reclamation
service as a whole, its maximum activity and
expenditures were in the year 1907. In 1902
the expenditures were less than $100,000, and
in 1903 less than $1,000,000. In 1904 they wers
$2,600,000; 1n 1905, $5,000,000; in 1906, a little
less than $10,000,000; in 1907, nearly $14,000-
000. Then the expenditures decreased to
$10,000,000 in 1808, to about $9,000,000 in 1909,
and in 1910 they will be a little under $8,000,-
000. It s expected that in 1911 they will
shrink to about $7,000,000, which sum will
probably continue to be available during after
years, assuming that the water-right charges
are paid as they fall due.
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cus sales, water rentals, etc., $1,694,844.77.
collections on water rights, $814,145.34. Thia
does not inelude any of the moneys collected
for the water rights which were due and pay-
able April 1, 1910.

Among the several large projects, one ot
especlal interest is located in northern Wy-
oming. When the springtime showers and
sunshine fall upon the snowy peaks of the
lofty mountajns on the eastern rim of Yel-
lowstone park a thousand streams will Tush
downward to fill to brimming the swift-flowing
Shoshone river. An important physical change
will oceur at that time. The flood that once,
unchecked and wuncontrolled, swept madly
through the rock-walled gorge will beat itzelf
to stiliness agalnst a massive wall of concrete
with which man has blocked the canon. A
beautiful lake, 100 feet deep and covering ten
square miles, will appear.

In this wonderful gash in the mountains,
with perpendicular walla a thousand feet high,
the government has erected the highest dam
in the world. Tt ia a wedge of concrete 328
feet from hase to top. Its height can only
be appreciated when compared with that of
some well-known structure. New York's fa-
mous Flatiron building would not reach within
47 feet of the top of the dam, and the tip-top
of the dome of the United States capitol would
fall short 21 feet of the parapet.

In the summer, when the crops are thirsty,
the big gates will be opened and the pent-up
floods will be released into the river below.
Another dam, &
low structure of

This i{s the most

critical period in
the history of na-
tional irrigation

slnce the passage
of the reclamation
act, in 1902. By
public noticez of the
secretary of the in-
terior, issued last
year, huondreds of | i i
water-right install ia
ments, invelving ap- ST Dar
proximately $1.000.- /. INOATONE
That date I8 a memorable one,

004, became due on

April 1, 1910.

not only to the setilers, whose entries are
liable to cancellation for fallure {o make the
payments due, but also to the reclamation
service, which Is concerned in securing the re-
turn of its investment in the engineering
works. It is also a matter of interest to citi-
zens of the number of sections containing fea-
elble projects, the construection of which cannot
be undertaken without additional funds. As
the repayments are made through the local
land offices and not directly to the service,
gome time must elapse before the actual
amounts collected are known. On & number of
the projects, llke Sun River, Shoshone and
Huntley, the mettlers have already made their
initial payments and will not be delinguent
on the second installment until April, 1911,
which enables them to market two crops he-
tween payments. On several other projects,
such as the Minidoka, Klamath, Lower Yellow-
stone, Belle Fourche, Carlshad, Truckee-Car-
son, North Platte and others, the first settlers
have had the use of water for two crops, and
it is probable that a majority will be able to
meet thelr obligations without dificulty.

Detailed reports from various sources on
each of the projects have been received at
Washington. The conditions as a whole are
described as favorahle for a large return to
the reclamation fund. On several of the
projects there will be no delinguents. On . g
number of projects the engineering work is
not fully completed, but water is ready for
large areas and Is being supplied on a rental
basls pending the announcement of the actual
cogt of water right. The reclamation service
has derived considerable revenue from these
sources and at the same tlme the farmers
have been enabled to increase the areas in
cultivation,
iz interesting as showing the status of the
reclamation fund and the amounts which thus
far have been credited to it through the opera-
tions of the reclamation service:

Total moneys recerved and transferred to
the reclamaticn fund from sales of publie
Jands under reclamation act to Februory 28,
1910, 358,242,617.08. Approximately $4,600 000
are still In the treasury of the United States,
but not yot available,

Moneys received vnder operailons of recla-
mation act from all sonrces in cash and ered-
its, for work done, $3,879,475.04, divided as fol-
lows: Town-lot =sales, $103,672.91; miscellane-
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The following finanelal statement .

concrete, will di-
vert the waters
through a tun-
nel 3% miles
long into a canal
which for 40
milas passes
along the upper
edge of & broad
and fertile valley
containing 150,
000 acres.

Two Years ago
it was a desolate
waste. Taday it
containg more
than 200 farm
houses and three
thriving towns.
Ten thousand
acreg  produced
crops last Yyear
on thls project.
With 16 farm
houses Aalong
each mile of the
main  highways,
the valley al-
ready has a sub.
urban APPEeArs
ance.

More than 250
farm units of 40
i : to 80 acres each
i are now avall-
able to entryand
offer exceptional
opportunities for

in a
men of moderate means to secure homes

osperous and growing country.

i Cli,nse to thegBlackgHills. in South Dakota,
Hes the beautiful valley of Belle Fourche, con-
talning 100,000 acres of grass-covered prairle.
Many miles of canals have been lald across its
level surface, and what was only a short time
ago the finest free cattle range in this country
is rapldly becoming a compactly settled agricul-
tural conimunity, y

An impressive engineering feature of this
project is the Owl Creek dam, one of the long-
est and highest earthen embankments In the
world. 'This structure, now nearing completion,
i3 6,200 feet long, has a maximum height of 115
feet and contains 1,600,000 cubic yards of ma-
terial.

The Roosevelt dam, whlch 1s about com-
pleted as vou read the story today, is in many
respects the most remarkable structure of its
kind in the world.
its length on top, 1,080 feet, the inspiring scen-
ery in which it is located and the enormous ca-
peeity of the reservoir ereated by it combine
to make it ope of the most stupendous engineer-
ing works of modern times. :

Conceive, if you can, two valleys—one 12
miles, the other 15 miles In length, and each
from one to three miles wide—transformed into
a lake 200 feet deep in places and contalning
enough water to cover Delaware g foot deep.

The Salt Hiver reservolr, when full, has a
capaclty sufficient to fill a canal 300 feet wide
and 19 feet deep extending from Chicago to
San Franclsco.

My one regret is that the space sllotted me
i{s too little to permit me to describe the charms
and advantages of other projects of the govern-
ment. [ should like to tell you of the opportu-
nities on the Klamath project, located in south-
ern Oregon, in a region of unrivaled scenie
beauty; of the wonderful progress made in the
Boise valley, in Idgho, and the promise of even
greater advance as the work of the government
nears completion; of the Orland project, in the
Sacramento valley, the land of froits and flow-
ers; of the Rio Crande valley, where there will
one day be erected the most stupendous dam
in the west—a region in which irrigation begzn
before the Bpanish invaslon, which will become
frultful and prosperous.

The beacon of hope shines brightly in the

west. It beckons the landless man to the man- |

less land.

Its towering helght, 280 feet, |

IN THE ANTE-BELLUM DAYS

8upply of Ready Money a Matter of
Indifference to Rich and

Poor Alike.

According to George Cary Eggles-
ton, Virginians of ante-bellum days
showed great indifference In money
matters. . Money In the form of coin
was rarely seen: the planters were in
the habit of writing checks on a slip
of foolscap, instructing the bank to

“please” pay the amount specified. Eg-
gleston says: “This custom of paying
by check so strongly commended it-
self to a certain unworldly parson of
my time that he resorted to it on one
occasion in entire ignorance and Inno-
cense of the necessity of having a
bank deposit as B preliminary to the
drawing of checks. He went to Rich-
mond and bought a year's supplies for
hias Httle place—it was too small to be

called a plantation—and for each pur-
chase he drew a particularly polite
check. When ths banks threw these
out on the ground that their author
had no account ‘the poor old parson

found the situation a difficult one to |

understand. Hefhad thought that the
very purpose of ‘A bank's belng was to
cash checks forr persone who hap-
pened to be sho®t of money. “Why, if
I'd had the mongy in the bank,’ he ex-

plained, ‘I shouldn’t have written the

checks at all; I.should have got the
money and paid l.ka bills.’ Fortunate-

Iy the matter came to the knowledge | candy, and Invariably wears a small
of a well-to-do and generous planter | hat, a veil, and a corsage bouguet.

who knew Parson J., and who hap-
pened to be in Richmond at the time.
His indorsement made the checks good
and saved the unwordly old parson a
desl of trouble.”

Bride a'nd Gl@oom.
He carries two new gripe and two
umbrellas,
He offers her his arm.
8he carries nothing but a box of

He's clean shaven, and wears, be-
sides immaculate linen, a careworn,
worried expression.

He pulls out his watch, presumably
to see how much of the honeymoon #s
left.

When he registers at the hotal the
“and wife” is written twice as large a8
his own name.

She never falls te ask how raany
lumps of sugar he takes in hiz coffes,
—Judga 3
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Anne Gage’s Beau

By CORA A.N. SORNSEN

“Girls, ook quiek!' Gaill sprang
from her chalr and ran to the window.
“Jsn’t that Anne Gage golng by? It
is, ag I live. Anne! Anne!"” she
called, thumping upon the window
with gll her might. Then she flew to
the front door and flung it wide open.

Anne turned and her absorbed Yace
brightened with a smile, She had not
before been aware that her attention
was belng demanded. And Anne was
always so quick to hear and see!

“Oh, is that you, Gail?" she ex-
claimed. She came slowly up the
pteps, hold out her hand. There
was a gentle abstraction in her man-
ner, a dreaminess in her face, a con-
sclous reserve in her volce that Gail
noticed without being able to define,
and which was new to her. Certainly,
Anne's three months of absence had
changed her perceptibly.

“I'm so glad to see you,” Gail sald,
kissing her a little breathlessly. *“1
did not look for you so soon. When
did you come?"

“Oh, we came yesterday, father and
I But it iz no sooner than we ex-
pected to come.” She followed Gail
Into the parlor, where Fanny Leal,
who was always cold, and Hilda
Mains, who could never be happy at
any distance from Fanny, were hover-
ing over the radiator and eagerly
awalting her entrance,

“Oh, Anne!” They both kigsed her
rapturously.

“And you wrote me only two letters
in all those three months,” Fanny re-
minded her reproachfully. 5

“You wrote me only once, Anne,”
Hilda took up the camplaint. “And
Gail says you treated her almost as
badly. Such snippy letters too! Noth-
:;lz to them but beginning and end-

g."

“Well, now! By the beginning you
knew I was alive and well, and by
the ending you knew I loved you in

the same old way. What more would
you have?” Anne parried laughingly,
gitting down comfortably and loosen-
ing her furs.

“Lots more,” Hilda grumbled, *We
wanted to know about your good times
and your bheaux for surely you must
have had both. No girl could spend
three months at a Georgia winter re-
gort without them.” :

Anne was slowly pulllng off her
gloves while she studied a water color
upon the opposite wall.. Yet she did
not seem to gee the pleture so much
as something far beyond it.

“Oh, beaux and good times,” she
said. “Yes, I suppose I had as many
of both as .were good for me.” She
wae fumbling at her left glove. It
yielded suddenly and slipped from her
hand.

“Anne!” the three girls cried in one
breath, starting. Anne looked down
at her gleaming new ring with a flush
and smile.

And you never told us!”

“It happened just before I
away,” she explained shyly.

“And you came away to get ready
to be married! Girls, our Anne!"
Fanny turned and awestruck, faced
one and then the other. There was a
moment’s tense silence, then they fell
upon her and kissed her.

“I am sorry—I mean I'm so happy,”
Gail stammered. “But, Anne, you! [
never dreamed of such a thing, after
you'd been about so much and had
80 many chances you wouldn't take,
right here in this town, toa. Oh,
Anpe!”

“Well?” Anne turned the ring upon
her finger lovingly.

“Well, I should say!" Hilda said.
Then the three sat down and stared
at her as if she puddenly had been
transforined into a new being,

“Is your father pleased?’ demand-
ed Gail firmly.

“Is he nice?’ asked Fannie.

“Is he as good looking as John
Wilbur?” Hilda's tone was wistful.
She had always wanted John Wil
bur herself,

"“3irls, wait! Three guestions at
once! How can I answer them?”
Anne defended.

“He {8 coming up here in a month
or so and you will all have a chance
to see him and judge for yourself
whether he is nice or not. I think he
is.” i

“If he can sult you, Anne, he must
be a marvel,” Hilda sighed. “Your
taste In men 18 so fastidious. Mother
has always sald you would never Jmar-
ry, because you would never find any-
one who even approached your ideal”

“Ia he tall and blonde, Anne? And
bandsome? But, of course, he isl”
Gail cried excitedly.

“What does he do?” inquired Fanny.
“Is he a lawyer or a clergyman or—"
She paused, trying to recall the pro-
fession Anne had always shown most
preference for.

“Oh, he 18 a business man" Anne
sald, still turning her ring proudly.

“Then he is rich, of course. Oh,

came

Ar-lm-.-. how lucky you are!” Hiida
igshed. ki
“Yes, I think I am lucky, Anne

said, complacently.
“1 think he is lucky to get Anre”

sald loyal Gail

“Oh, Gail, you are partial,” Anne
chided. *“Wait till you see him and
then vou*will wonder how he could
ever have chosen me”

“Have you got his pleture?” Fanny
asled.

Anne shook her head.

“What is his name?”
Hilda.

“His name is Theodore Rivington
Reege.” Anne announced the name
slowly and with becoming reverence.

“What a beautiful name!” Gail
breathed. “Do you call him Teddy for
short?”

“0Oh, no!” Anne looked startied.
“No, indeed! Teddy would be horribly
out of place—with him.”

“Theodore Rivington Reese,” Hilda
might

questioned

repeated. “Why, that name
have come out of & novell Mr?. :
Theodere Rivington Reese!l Doesn't

it gound grand?”

“Makes John Wilbur sound pretty
shabby, doesn't 1t?" Gail queried mis-
chievously.

“ppor John!” Anne pulled on her
gloves while the girls watched her
with mingled feellngs of envy and in-
terest and regret.

“Well, I must go.” She rose.
“Come and see me and we'll talk it all
over. You haven't sald a word about
yourselves.”

“How could we when we were so In-
terested in you?’ Gail asked. “You
are forgiven for your lomg neglect of
us, we understand everything, now.”

“] konew you would,” Annpe said.

“And you are happy? But of course

you are!” Fanny hung uwpon her
anxiously.

“Happy?" Anne's voice had the
hush of exceeding joy. "My dears,

you will never know how happy until
you each find the one man for your
self.”

*T suppose not,” the girls saild. They
followed her to the door, hen she
had gone they returned solemnly to
the radiator. ;

“] knew no ordinary man would get &
her,” Gail reflected at lengih. 3

“lsn't it wonderful?” Fanny mused.
“Fate does indeed lurk in unexpected
places. Anne herself never dreamed
of this when she went south for her
father's health. Tall and blonde and
handsome and rich!
girl!” .
“She didn’t say,” Hilda said, a little ._
sharply, thinking of plain good John,
who had courted Anne unsuccessfully.

“I know she didn’t,” Gall returned,
firmly. *“But }
wouldn't have him If he wasn't all &
that and more.” b

Within a week the whole town was
Ag0E Over Anne’s unexpected engage-
ment. And when she began to pre.
pare for her betrothed's visit, her girl
friends flocked to offer their loving
service with no attempt to conceal
their euriosity to gee him. . ] 3

As his visit was only to last thres
days, on account of his not being sble
to leave his business for a longer
time, Anne had declded to bold & re-
ception for him the evening of his ar-
rival ]

Theodore Rivington Reese was met:
at the statlon by a closed carriags, It
being a rainy day, and of course no
one caught a glimpse of him during hig
rapid passage to the Gabe home.

Fanny, Hilda and Gall, bravely
togged In finery fresh for the ocea-
sion, went together, flushed and flute
tering with excitement. As they en-
tered the large old Gage parlor they
beheld Anne standing very tall and
stately in all the glory of pale yellow
organdy, & fair plcture surely, in the
sight of all men, with her bhetrothed
beside her. &

The girls atumbled through thelr
greetings and retired with precipitata
haste to the privacy of the corner bes
hind the winding staircase, whera
they clung together for some momenta

‘8peechlers.

“He s nearly half a head shepter!”
gasped Fanny. Then, jerkin& her &
black and blue arm from Gall's uyp.
consclously eruel grip. ;

“And he wears eye glasses and he
Is getting fat and bald, and ke is
every day of forty-five,” wailed Hilda.

“And he keeps a !xardwara'i_;;tore.
Oh,” moaned Hilda, &

“But she loves him!”
vindication.

“Yes, she loves him,” Fanny agreed,
“Girls, it love can do that it gan do
anything.” i

“And she might have h B
bur,” Hilda said. % Jm Wﬂ..

Then their solemnity gave w
: way-
hysterical giggling, which lastaq un
John Wilbur, who had been dooking
everywhere for Hilda, came Peeping

around the corner and inguire
was the matter. i 1'? e

cried Gail n
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Sets End to Public Servigs,

It was the example get by NBthnn!el
Mzacon, one of the old-time public men
of the south, that has Influen¢eq Con.
gressman Champ Clark in setting g
time for his own retirement. Mr 3ra.
con fixed upen-his sévenly-fifip bl;ﬂi‘_ 2
day, and when it came he Immedi
ately reslgned his seat in the United
States senate, although his term was
1o more than half expired. Mr, Clark
Droposes to retire likew Yod
Iy seventy-five. S g

ThWorld's Model
e finlshing touches have

Placed on the exterior of “ulmus;?;g:‘les
power plant of the warld”—g $1,500,
000 structure erected by the nlte:i“
States government g stone's §it 4
from the capitol at Washingt
station is to furnish heat, light aad
power to the entire - Eroup of fms.

mense government

Power Plant.
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Speclélization.
#c can 1 do far you? £
¥¥e cat my index finger.
Berey; butlam g gpe.
o 11 ; 3

Doctor—Whay

Patiént—I |

Doctor—V§
clalist op #
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Such a lucky

we all know Anne @




