. black coats, you will perceive,” said

SWALLOWING ORANGES

E HAVE today visited an o8-

t¥ich farm in lovely, balmy
South California, situated
between Los Angeles and
Pasadena, a farm that con-
tains 200 gigantic birds. The gulde
Informed us that some seventeen odd
Years ago fifty hirds were brought
from South Africa by Mr. Cawston, the
proprietor. Of these, several died on
board ship, others after their arrival, |
and a few only eventually became ac-
climatized. The latter bred and multi-
plied. Other birds were added, and
crogs breeding, the fine glimate, care,
regular and good feediiz, brought
these farm ostriches to be the supe-
riors of the wild birds which have to
struggle for existence on the African
deserts,

The first and largest of the corrals
containg the Kindergarten. Fine chil-
dren it held of various ages, continu-
ouely on the move, after the restless
manner of youth. *“The boys wear

our eclcverone, “the girls gray, which
anderviating uniform is an assistance
to strangers in determining sex, for
the females run the males close in
siz¢ The bables are round that corner
the same side.” Three had recently
been hatched out of a sitting of six-
teen. “One dropped off, and then
there were two!” Two perky little
ones, of ten days old, with funny stub-
by little backs, looking as if tousled
horse-hair replaced the soft down of
the callow period common to imost
birds, but the body such perfect ovals
that, tuck in the heads and legs, and
grestro! one perceives they could
sgain adriotly refit into their vacated,
big, creamy-hued shells. The parent
birde, we learnt, concern themselves
little about thier young after their ad-
‘vent. Possibly the forty days they
pre engaged over the hatching satis-
fles their paternal and maternal in-
gtinets. At any rate, in this farm they
ara brought up by hand by an atten-
dant, as they require to be dealt with
fudiciously to tide over the early
months of babyhood. For the first
four days they are unfed, after which
they are allowed alfalfa, and they pick
up gravel to ald digestion, belng bus-
iy employed thereat as we surveyed
the couple, with the adroit alacrity of
& robin picking up worms out of the
newly-turned sofl In . our northern
lands. Seemingly sturdy as are their
little frames, they have to be shel
tered at night even in equable Call-
fornia, for damp or chill would en-
endanger them at this early period. of
growth.

In the marital relationship the os-
trich sets a good example to all
clasges of soclety. It Iz constant in
attachment, never attempting, but re
senting, divorce. The mate shares
the long-darwn-out hours of incuba-
tion with the hen, the wife of his
cholce. At the age of four the male
bird seeks his spouse, and having
found one to his liking, sticks to her
and to her only; and when she pre-
sents him with the eggs that are to
earry on their kind, he does turn and
turn about In the sitting, and some-
times extra innings, the good iady be-
Ing exercised at the outset by the lay-
Ing of an egg about three pounds in
weight—each equal to thirty chicken
BEERE.

Alternate days until thirty days give
them a store worthy their devotion to
the further requisite weeks demanded
for the bringing into being. There is
no billing and cooing and gathering

of material for nest-making. Such

‘# big nest It would have to be! In-
gtead, in their native siate the birds
scoop out the warm sand and deposit

the bare ground, lay an Incompleted
heap which, when the tally was com-
pleted, the huge patlent birds would
sgtart on, without the doing of much
beyond the covering of the glant eggs
with their giant bodies.

As they sit In the open, readily dis-
cernable to the naked eye, in the clear
alr of their native regions, nature has
provided them with suitable colored
feathering. The gray of the female
for the daylight, the black of the male

ffor the night hours. Put on this our

wisit, Mr. Washington had obligingly
not tarried for the shadows, but was
jolling on the eggs that good Mrs,
Washington had abandoned, and was
piretching a2 long-drawn-out neck and
iaking a gentle side roll for relaxa-
ion,  while Dame Washington was
basing her cramped legs by a stroll
tound the corral, congratulating her-
felf doubtless on being early off duty.
! These long-necked birds bolt the
o8t exlraordinary things, such as
i:rn and steel nails, gimlets, tennis

d other hard balls, jewels, and
ones. The gardner took from a bask-
oranges, of which fruit they are
gceedingly fond, and decorously bid-
ding the previously quiet but now
eiger birds to wait their turn and—
lace aux dames, let Madame have
e first,” his hand scarce neared the
ping beak protruding ready, than
Ip, and in the long thin neck the
ange showed the way down, gone ere
lady watching could exclaim, “she
@2 not even seem to taste It though
we see it going” “Why certainly,” re-
ds our gardener, to whom the re-
rk seemed not unexpected, “its a
lgethened-out enjoyment. You re.
mber Mark Twain and the giraffe,”
lucking season, we are told, iz an-
ndinced in the local papers, and visi-
throng for the iInteresting event,
ich, in reality, i a cutting of the
er plumes and only a plucking of
"smaller ones that are ready to
f4l. There is no pain in the removal,
althe large feathers are algo ripe for
f4ing, but the birds resent the initial
hadling, and an angry ostrich is a
ddger, as they kick with a power and
dictness well known to deni-ens of
ity desert. Conseguently they are be-
gded, not driven, into a corner of
th corral by several men, and a hood
isfilrawn over their heads, when, re.
allnz thelr helplessness they offer
life or no resistancs.
he oldest ostriches stand eight
fgt high and weigh 300 pounds. The
fghers of the male are in some re-
sgcte superior to those of the femals,
hdier in texture, retaining curl longer
ay are capable of taking a beautiful
gEsy finish. On the live birds they
aynot the long, thick plumes we seek
ippurchase, but are single, flat and
sgewhat unusable looking. Three or
uye of like length and width are
pked together and other methods of
tigtment are adopted to obtain the
riiness, flufiness and grace that ren-
dq
ad

them so attractive for personal
ynment.
8. FRANCES LATIMER.

Wireless Pocket Apparatus.
wireless telegraph apparatus was
eqbited recently by the inventor,
Pfessor Cerebotann, the priest in
cHge of the Munich parish, during a
schtific lecture before an audience
offersons engaged In the various
brjches of sclentific investigation.
pe Instrument consists of a wood-
ase with the letters of the alpha-
hereupon arranged In a efrcle. A
sl metal indicator awingz on a
pit In the center, so adjusted as tn
repnd to the wireless dot and dash
cupnts and spell out the messages.
THapparatus s simple and somewhat

the eggs therein; and at this Pasa-
. fdens breeding corral, on a corner of

 men e

{ lar than the ordinary card case,

Large Demanf for Rubbér

‘Mew Plants Supplying Product are
Eagerly Sought—Efforts to Find
; Substitute,

Rubber I8 in such demand for mod-
¢ useg that not only are new plants
plying it being sought, but eager
rts are being made to produce sub-
utes. Artificial indigo and artifi-
i camphor are among the great swue-
g of modern chemistry, and artifi-

sl rubber gsems to be mear at hand,
+he production of caoutchoue by
thesis has been already announced
Mr. Allsebrook and Dr. Docherty,
B urton-on-Trent, England. A pro-
g ylelding an adequate supply
ould take rank as one of the great-

teglass. A process of making rub
befrom naptha is said to be under
tejon a large scale in the Caucasus.

It Dpesn’t Go.

orge Ade, at a dinner in Nex
Y4, talked about American humor in
Efind.

we draw our American charac
tejlike comic valentines,” he sald,
“t] English think us funny. The
chpcters were all comic valentines
infrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch,’
yohnow, and that play ran a year in
Ldgon.

hir own native hunior they don't
quj understand over there, So pever
trp be funny in London, for it's Hkse

st of chemical achievements. Sub.|mfg faces in church—hardly any

bitates for rubber find some uses, and

e of the most promising recent ones
s to be a patented German com-
(S ition containing glue, glyegrine,

ome salts, “lead plaster,’ vegetable |/

s parchmented by aclds, " gum
acanth, vegeiable balsams and wa-

bal smiles, while a host of good peo
plyre annoyed and shocked.”

Untrue.
ey say she’s fickle.”

FIJIAN COMMUNISM

NATIVES OF THE ISLANDS HAVE
ALL THINGS IN COMMON.

Dr. Basil Wilson, on the Staff of Brit-
ish Government Physiclans, Talks
Interestingly of the Pecple, Their
Habits and Customs.

Accounts of a primitive communism
fn actual present working are brought
by Dr. Basil Wilson, who is on a visit
to Montreal. Dr. Wilson comes direct
from Fijl, where he has lived for the
last seven years, and reports that the
natives of those islands still have all
things in eommon.

“The land i held by the commmu-
nity,” he told a representative of the
Family Herald, “and each man has his
little patch given him to work. Then,
whether his crop is big or little, he
draws his share out of the common
produce. The chief gets a larger
share than the other members of the
triba, but each has a right to his
share, which is settled by tribal cus-
tom.

“Nor is this the only form of com-
munism at werk, Not all the land is
held by the natives. They are able
to sell and have sold land to white
men and to natives of India, who re-
side in Fiji in large numbers. In such
cazes the land is sold by the ftribe

J and the proceeds of the sale are di-

vided among the tribe as is the pro-
duce of their lands.” y

Dr, Wilson stated that the native
population of the islands was about
120,000, while thers are 35,000 Indlans
and four or five thousand whites. The
Indians have come over from India
under indenture to work the sugar
plantations. They are indentured for
five years and then are free to stay
in the islands or return, as they wish,
After spending five years as free men
In Fiji they are entitled to a free pas-
sage back to India, but comparatively
few avail themselves of it. They find
lifte 80 much easler In Fi}i that they
prefer to stay. They go Into garden-
ing and small trading chiefly. Their
success In trading has given rise to
some feeling against them on the part
of the small white trader, but there
18 no such problem as hag arisen in
South Africa in this regard.

Dr. Wilson 1s 2 member of the far-
flung line of the British government
service. He Is one of a staff of gov-
ernment physiciane who are charged
with the care of the natives and the
indentured Indians. They are also
allowed to practlse privately among
the white and free Indlar population.
There are at present only two private
physicians in Fiji; they live in Suva,
the eapital, where the white popula-
tion is large. The period of service of
the government physiclans s seven
years and Dr. Wilson is now on his
way home on a year’s furlough.

Growths Which Exhaust Trees.

The growths which spring up nesar
plum and other fruit trees aund roses
have an exhausting effect, and are
rightly termed suckers. They should
be carefully eut away from their point
of origin, removing a little soll for the
purpose.

It is useless to cut them off near the
ground; remove the soil down to the
reot from which they spring, and make
a clean cut with a sharp knife. Tt may
be stated that the principal cause of
the appearance of suckers around fruit
trees Is the damage done by digging
among the roots of the trees with the

When carelessly used the spade
scrapes the surfaces of the thicker
roots, and from theze wounded sur
faces the suckers epring. When roses
throw up suckers around their base it
is owing to the mnonremoval of the
buds in preparing the stocks before
planting.—Denver Times.

Carnegle's Daughter,

Margaret Carnegie, daughter of An-
drew Carnegie, is an almost constant
gompanion of her father. She is bright
and vivacious, thoroughly unspoiled,
and is excellent company for the multl
milllonaire on his strolls in Central
park. She is so strong and healthy
now that she no longer gives her par
ents any worry, but instead is full of
animal apirits and strength. She has
been trained after the manner of the
Scotch and is thoroughly unaffected.
She hag her father’s keeness of mind,
Several years ago she gave her parents
much worry. She sprained her ankle
In Skibo castle and for more than a
year she was compelled to wear a
brace. It wag feared she might be g
cripple permanently. That trouble,
however, was cured and the girl who
some day may Inherit more than $100,
000,000 now is thoroughly strong.

Holds Record for Titled Sultors.

Always at the feet of the lovely
Miss Marle Gebhard knecel princes
and dukes, each imploring her to be-
stow on him her hand—and incidental-
ly bher great fortune. She is the
daughter of the late William Gebhard
of New York and first cousin of Mrs.
Frederick Wilson and Frederic Geb-
hard. Miss Gebhard and har mother
have lived in Paris several years. Ad-
miring rumor has it that she has Te-
Jected more . titled suitors than any
woman of her native country or, in-
deed, of Europe. Actually she has
been compelled to take Jong journevs
to escape the noblemen attracted by

her beauty, weaith and wit.—Nev
York World.

Sweet Peace.
“Mrs. Naggett,” said the doctor,

“your husband needs a rest. He must
g0 to Hastings for three months.”
“Oh, splendld!” she exclaimed. *“I'l
be delighted to go there”

“Very good. You go there for three
months after he comes back. That
will give him six months' rest.”—Tit
Bits. 4

.

General Tendency.
“Even If you can’t enjoy best gell
ers!” sald the meditative perzson,
“there are books in the rumning
brooks, you know.”
“Yes,” replied Miss Cayenne; “but

pnsense! I know tkr‘ee fellows
shyas engaged to for over a year”

even the brovks are getting dryer
every year,” :

Bheep are excellent farm cleaners.

The bruise on an apple {g injurious.

Lice and mites come with warm
weather,

Tie the grape vines ta thé treliis
wires before the vines begin to rum.

No well bred farmer ever contents
himself with scrub stock or poor crops.

It is a sad mistake for a man to
make a good crop of grass Into poor
hay.

Pure fresh air, day and night, is
one of the prime essentials for keep-
ing fowls in good health,

Most separators ‘'do their best work
with the milk at a temperature of
from €5 degrees to 95 degrees Fahren-
heit.

When the cream has been held at
churning temperature for a period of
two or three hours, it is ready to be
churned.

A good way to keep manure for the

| garden Is to flll a large box, turning

it over with a fork about cnce a
week and keeping it molst.

The government is gending out ex-
perts to varlous parts of the country
to teach [ruit growers the best meth-
ods of spraying their trees.

‘When shrubs are first planted they
should be headed back onehalf or
more, but after they become estab-
iished they should be allowed to
branch at will.

One of the prominent symptoms of
shoulder lameness in horses i a dif-
fleuity of lifting and extending the
Hmb, which is particularly noticeable
when the patient {s urged to trot.

The flea beetle is a small, metallic
blue insect which is destructive to the
fruit both as the larva and the adalt
Bpraying with arsenate of lead or
paris green Is generally effective.

Bome of the amber honeys are
made from the aster, goldenrod, bone-
sef, queen of the meadow, heartsemse,
wild sunflower, Spanish needle, su-
mae, magrelia and marlgold.

The earllest sown lettuce should he
of some of the loose growing varleties.
For summer use plant cabbage lettuce,
or heading varieties, as the leaves
during the warm season will be whiter
and more crisp. *

Boy beane shed thelr léaves before
the grain begins to ripen; therefors
when hay It desired the plants must
be cut when half or more of the pods
are fully grown, but before the beans
begin to harden.

It is a well known fact among
farmers and frult growers that black-
berries Improve the physical nature
of the soll through their root action.
When they are removed from the ap-
ple orchard the scil is left In ideal
condition for theé outer feeding rootas
of the apple treea.

While it is conceded that permanent
maintenance of sofl fertility without
live stock is possible, it is not prac-
ticable az a statewlde policy, because
it i not the highest type of agricul-
ture and because few farmers can be
induced to comply with all the condi-
tlons necessary to make it effective.

Plant cannas obe to two feet apart,
depending altogether if they be dwart
or the tall-growing sort. They like
very rich soil and plenty of water
during the growing season. A mulch
of straw manure will help to eon-
sgerve the water that Iz glven them,
Cut off all the seed pods as they
form.

Root plants may be transplanted,
but it is not advisable uniess it were
in the case of extra early beets start-
ed In the hotbhed or turnip-rooted rad-
ishes Iifted out at thinning time. Thke
roots are usually il shaped, yét their
table quality is not Injured. Long
varieties always become distorted and
are not marketable.

Although rape can be ueed as a soifl-
ing crop, and s so used in many
places, it is doubtful if it will supplant
other plants for this purpose. [Ita
chief use is for pasture, especially for
hogs and sheep. Geese and other fowl
will do well upon such pastures, and
those who are ralsing poultry as a
chief industry will find a field of rape
a useful adjunct. It cannot be recom-
mended for curlng as a dry fodder or
for silage. It is so0 succulent that it
cures with difficulty, and it cannot be
compared to corn for sllage.

Fowls to lay eggs that will hatch
out the best chicks must have as
nearly natural conditions as possible
—plenty of outdoor exercise, except
in wet and bad weather, plenty of
fresh air day and night in the hen-
house, cleanliness, sunshine and a va-
rieaty of vegetables, animal and min-
eral food, such as wild birds secure in
the open fields and forest. Free range
is best unless the housing and yarding
conditions meet all the natural re-
quirements. The house for breeders
should be tight and dry in the floor,
roof and three side walls, but fully
open in front for the admission of an

abundance of fresk air and sunshine.

Ripen cream properly before churm
ng.

-

There 18 a scarcity of good dairy
cows,

The cherry trer should be headed
low.

Feed all of the hens all they will
eat of wheat and other nourishing
feeds.

A very important part of deirying
is to make it profitable all the year
around. :

Preventive and destructive meas-
ureg are both necessary in combating
hog Hce.

In order to keep fowls -hea!thy we
must breed for health just as we
would for any other desired gquality.

When the young poults begin to get
their long wing flight feathers, they
require extra care and attention,

For feeding lambs to be used for
breeding purposes preference should
be given to bran, oats and Iinseed
meal,

A well-ventilated and light and dry
cellar is the best place for the Inew
bator in operation, as it is less sub-
Jeet to change of temperature than
any other part of the house,

For two or three years after plant.
ing, the ground among ornamental
shrubs should be spaded and the sur-
face cultivated to keep down weeds
and grass and to conserve molsture.

Some states prehibit the Importa-
tion of dairy and breeding cattle unt!l
they are tuberculin tested, but permit
a8 yet unrestricted sale of stock with-
in its boundaries.

Rape 1is especlally wvaluable for
breeding ewes In midsummer, when
the pastures begin to fall, as the suc
culent feed keeps up the supply of
milk for the lambs.

Never -overfeed or feed pepper or
other condiments to the hens you ex-
pect to furnish eggs for hatching. If
you do, infertile eggs and weak chicks
will be the result.

The Wisconsin experrment station
finds lime is deficlent in much of the
grain ration fed to dairy cows and
hogs. Hogs fed on phosphates and
bone mash, made consistent and profit-
&ble gains,

The table value of both lettuce ane
radishes depends largely upon a quick
growth under moderately cool condi-
tlons. For this reason the soil should
ke very fine of texture and fertile to
stimulate the most rapid growth.

A grape vine to bear well must be
eultivated and carefully pruned each
yvear, cutting back to two, three, or
not mare than four canes, and ecare-
fully pinching off surpius young
shoots during the summer.

There is something in suiting the
corn to the scil. Trying to suit the
soil te the corn I8 a tough proposi-
tion, a8 many a man who has tried
corn adapted to bottom soil on thim-
ner upland has found to his sorrow.

The poultry products of the United
States are just on a par with wheat
and hay.

lon dollars, an average of over 671
millions each.

A mixture of salt, two parts, and
ashes, ore part, should be put in the
salting box at least once each week,
The ashes should be rich in charconal.
The cows require a great deal of
charcoal and cannot do their best
without it.

Where manure Iz accumulated  in
stables and lots, and is properly saved,
it goes on the land more evenly, as a
rule, which is an Important considera-
tion where a man is endeavoring to
keep up the land's fertility and get as
much out of it as possible at the same
time,

The floor and walls of the dairy
barn where the cows are milked must
be free from dust and dirt; the cows
must be brushed and their udders
sponged off with a damp ecloth pre-
vious to milking and the milker him-
selw must have clean hands and
elothes.

Always market your bhutter regu-
larly at current market prices. Give
vour customers pure, sweet, fresh
batter and your reputation as a good
butter maker will soon be established.
When your butter Is held until it 1s
old end stale it I8 not wanted and
your reputation suffers as well as
your pocket.

A foal may be ralsed on cow's milk
if the latier is sweetened with sugar
or molasses at the rate of two tea-
spoonfuls per pint and three table-
spoonfuls of lime water are added at
first. Give a cupful every hour st
first and gradually increase amount
and decrease meals to slx and then to
four feeds a day.

At the present time open-front
poultry houses are very popular and
are giving very satisfactory results.
Such buildings have part or the whole
of the south fromt covered only by
fine mesh wire netting and open at all
times to the weather. Fowls housed
in these open-front buildings are very
rarely subject to disease and prove
remarkably productive. They are
much less affected by weathep
changes than birds confined in the old-
fashioned, tightly-closed buildings.
Some peraons advocate cutting the
young potted plants loose from the
mother plant ms socon as they take
root, while others allow them to re-
maln attached until cold weather. Let
them remain attached a month, when
they are cut loose and become inde-
pendent plants. The-young plante
must be kept well watered during the
hot dry season of midsummer, az one
drying oul of the tender rootlets is
fatal. After they are established in
the pots they can be mulched with

straw, or meadow haw. )

The combined value of the |
three last year was around two bil
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Arourid the Bend '

By'ALICE CAMERON

Ralph Hurlbut leaned back in unac-
customed idleness and let the canoe
float down stream. The sense of
having nothing to do, nothing to worry
about, on this glorious June morning,
filled him with a dreamy content.

He was on the first vacation he had
taken since college days. The last
few years had been strenuous ones for
the Keen young business man. Mind
and body had been worked hard.

As the canoe swept down stream,
Ralph Hurlbut was conscious of an ex-
hilarating excitement. His imagina-
tion pictured a dozen adventures, but
one image persisted, and at last drove
the others away. Ralph’s youth was
asserting ftself. He hoped he might
find Her sitting on the bank or walk-
ing beneath the willows; a dream girl
with the gray eves and the sweet
mouth of the woman he could love.

As he neared the turn in the stream,
hls odd imagining became almost real
to him. It possessed his mind wholly.
He could even see the gown she would
wear; blue, soft, with perhaps some
white fluffy stuff on it like clouds on a
June sky. He gazed with a boyish
eagerness toward the bend that hid
her.

A few more vigorous strokes and
the 'canoe swung dizezily around the
curve and glided iInto the unknown
part of the stream. The treea were
fewer here. There were flowers near
the banks. He gazed quickly about.
No one was In sight. All ‘was peaceful
and quite deserted.

A deep disappointment came over
him, a feeling stronger than the cause
seemed to warrant. He tried to laugh
it off. *“Here I am mooning like an
idiot!™ he exclaimed, disgustedly. *I
imagine a thing and then complain
because it 1s not real.” But the disap-
pointment and the eager longlng per-
gisted,

He steadied the cance and looked
around once more. ‘A white pateh on
the left bank attracted his attention,
He could not see what it was, and in

pursuit, 1dly paddled to the shore. He
drew his ecanoe up on the bank and
plcked up the object. It was a little
white silk glove, long and small in

“l hope you will forgive me for
laughing. You see I thought you were
—er, some one else. And I was so sur-
prised [ could not help laughing. Tell
me whether you are hurt. Let me
help you." His face looked so hand-
gome and so appealing that the stony
expression of the woman softened a
trifle,

“Well, the least you can do s to
help me home,” she said, grofly. “I'm
all shook up.” She evidently blamed
him for her fall. He raised her, and
she leaned on him, grunting and
groaning. i
They walked on. Bhe said nothing.
Finally he began to be unpleasantly
aware of her weight. His arm
seemed almost paralyzed and
drops of perspiration came out
on his forehead. He stood
&till a moment In the road. “Would
you mind changing to the other side?
1 could support you with my rlght
arm. This one is getting a little
tired.” The long lips set into a grim
lire. “Can't,” responded the woman.
“My other arm's hurt too bad.” He
wondered vaguely how her arm could
possibly be hurt, but sald nothing. The
woman urged him on, it seemed to
Ralph interminably.

She did not speak except to urge
him to walk faster. Finally, they
made one last turn and came within
elght of a emall gray house set well
back from the road im a garden of
roses. Red ramblers climbed over
fence and poreh.

As the two drew near, a young girl
arose from the steps and hurried to-
ward the gate. “ Oh! are you hurt?
Are you hurt?” she exclaimed, breath-
lesaly to the woman. The latter put
out her “injured” arm and opened the
gate with a bang. “No! 1 fell down
but T wa'n’'t hurt a mite. Would ha’
been home an hour ago only 1 wanted
to teach some smart fools a lesson,
She strode up the walk and into the
house, letting the screen door slam
after her,

Agnin the helpless #t of laughter
came upon Ralph. He leaned against
the gate, rubbing his numb arm and
ghouting with mirth. This time he
had a sweet echo, and looked into a
rogy face dimpled with fun, for after
one blank moment, and a glance at the
dtate of his attire, the girl had
semed to divine all, in a flash.

The young man loocked down some-
what ruefully at his coat and shoes, “I
seem to have recelved the worst of it,”
he sald,

The girl looked up with a trace of
shyness. "“You could come in and
clean up. Do not mind her, she's pe-
cullar, but—"

He broke in with a question. “Any
relation?” he agsked. ©What §f she
should be the mother!

“No! Oh, no! We are boarding here
—my mother and I.. Mrs. Thurston
takes bparders every summer.”

She started toward the house, and
Ralph followed. Mrs. Thurston met
them at the door. She led the young
man to a room, supplied him with
water and clean towels In grim silence.
But as'she wae leaving she paused.
“Gimme that coat.” Ralph handed it
to her, and she disappeared.

Presently she brought back the
coat. The long rip was neatly mended,
“Guess this'll do till you can see a
taflor. Dinner ready in half an hour.”

That dinner was a memorable event,

hand, the fingers still curled naturally
as if rosy living fingers were within
them, He amoothed it out on his palm.
The tips were solled a trifle.

Ralph smiled down at the dainty
thing.

“I'll find your owner for you, little
glove,” he said, putting it into hie
pocket.

Far up the road, to his left, he
caught sight of & moving patch of
blue—a blue dress, a white hat! Im-
mediately he ran up the bank and
started along the road. '

Before he could reach her, the wear-
er of the blue dress turned into a nar-
row path leading to the only house in
sight. When Ralph arrived at the
path he could see her knocking at a
side door. Her back was turned to
him as she pounded vigarously. Ralph
walted, walking slowly up and down.
The blue dress evidently had a deter-
mined owner. Ralph thought she
would never cease knocking. He had
his first misgiving when she shook
the door. Finally, when she began to
kick strenuously at the panels, he be-
gan to see that Fate had, perhaps.
been misledding him.

At this moment the woman made up
her mind that no one was at home.
She turned away and came down the
path toward Ralph, walking with im-
patient strides. A basket hung on her
arm. -

She looked about fifty years old, ex-
tremely gaunt and remarkably bad-
tempered. One glance, and the fact
that he had followed this person in a
romaptic mood, carrylng her glove
over his heart, moved Ralph to a fit
of laughter. While ghe walked toward
him, staring angrily, he roeked to and
fro in paroxysms of mirth. The wom-
an came almost up' to him, and was
about to say something in no gentle
tone—to judge by her 'expression—
when she suddenly tripped on a stone,
and catching at Ralph for support, let
her heavy basket fall at his feet. His
coat was torm with a long rending
sound and the woman sat down heav-
fly in a crumpled heap, The cream in
a glass bottle in the basket splashed
lightly over Ralph, and egga covered
his shoes with a yellow coating. As
he noted each new phase of the ca-
tastrophe he burst into ancther roar
of laughter. His companion sat in the
road and regarded him stonily. Final-
Iy, Ralph saw that her face was grow-
ing very pale, and at the idea that she
might really be hurt, his lavghter sub-
sided. He gently tried to help her up
She struck at him awkwardly, her eyes
flashing, but sald nothing. Ralph was
really alarmed for by this time her
face was very white. “Are you hurt,
madam?” he asked, anxiously. No an-
swer. He began to talk, hoping that

she would break her angry silence.

It was a well-cooked meal, served in
the Iong bay windows where the
ramblers climbed in over the sill. Mrs.
Thureton lost some of her grimness,
and even smiled onecs or twice. Mrs
Farrand, the girl’'s mother, was very
gracious.

And the girl herself? She sat by the
npen window, not in the blue dress he
had pictured, but in snowy white. Ip
her eyes were the lights and shadows
the expressions he had seen in the
eyes of the Dream @Girl around the
bend in the stream. His wondarful
vacation had, indeed begun.

Afterward, he saw her alone for a
moment on the porch. The glove lay
in his pocket. He was afraid to ask
her about it. Suppose it should not
be hers. He drew it out slowly. The
light from the window shone upon it
The girl reached up and took it from
his hand.

“Why, you found my glove!™ she ex.
claimed in surprise.

“It 18 yours, then?™

“¥eg. I'm so glad! [t 1 not very
pleasant for one not to have & mate.”

He looked down at her.

“Im finding that out, too,” he mur
mured.

He moved a step nearer,

“Good night” He pressed the little
soft hand in both his own for a mo
ment. “I'll see you tomorrow morn
ing.,"” he said. “I've arranged with Mrs.
Thurston to come here to hoard.”

Discriminating Rat Burglar.

Just before Easter 225 carnations
were taken one might from the cella
of L. W. Acheson, a florist, of Pitts.
field, Mass. He called in the police
but they found no trace of a burglary.
Mrs. Patrick Carney, llving in, an ad
jolning house, has just found the car
nations in a tub in her ceilar, where,
a rat had carried them and made &
nest. To carry the flowers the rat

traveled 50 feet from house to house
The flowers were all taken hetween
midnight and five o’¢lock In the morn
ing. A strange feature of the rat's
theft is that he took but one variety, s
pink, leaving all the white and dark
red carpations undisturbed.

Potatoes Chained Together.

An agricultural freak is shown in an
{llustration in the current number of
Haus, Hof und Garten in the shape of
two potatoes held together by a zeven
linked chain. The chalp must have
been dropped and remained unnoticed
on the field and a potato formed in
both of the end Ilnks. They grew
through the iron rings and are now
held there firmly, the iron bands hav-
ing depressed them at the points of
contact. They were pleked up at
Schoenow, near Bernau, Germany.

i

R e ,_J..‘_,




