
.he World's Wonders
STRANGE THINGS FOUND IN VARIOUS

PORTIONS OF THE EARTH

SOldest Hotel in Germany

in Miltenberg on the Main, stands what is believed to be the oldest
hketelry In -Germany, the Hotel Zum Riesen. The date of its building is.

ot known, but In 1158 the Emperor Frederick I. lodged there, and in the
many years of Its existence it has sheltered numerous other princes. In
1818 Martin Luther was a guest of the hotel when on his way to Heidelberg.
The Inn, still occupled, is a great attraction for tourists.

SAFETY SUIt FOR AIRMEN

•i the International Congress of
A.ital Leagues held in Boulogne re-

tly some interesting demonstra-
' were given of special devices

for the protection of aviators in case
f fall. 'Among these was a safety
~itonsisting of a padded head-piece

and Jacket six inches thick, the entire
rpetus weighing only eight pounds.

lb. inventor hurled himself bead-first
4 ast a very spiky place in the stone

~ o thle old walls of Boulogne and
tered no inconvenience from the

IX}STER HAS A LONG FAST

A remarkable instance of a fowl
"iing twenty days without food oc-

.urre at Stamford, near Hythe, Eng.
A buff Orpington cock, belonging to
aresident named Franks, had been

missing for three weeks, and was dis-
,•o-'ered wedged in the wooden founda-

ta on which a haystack had been
cmnstructed. The bird was terribly
emaciated, but has now recovered.

WONDERFUL ENGRAVING FEAT.

, extraordinary feat has been per-
by Paul P. Wents of Sharon,

Pa, who has, on the head of an ordin-

S. epia, engraved the alphabet four

times and then added his name and

~t date when he completed the work.
g• E 118 characters in alL

FAMILY'S FATAL YEAR.

The death of Fred. W. Cooper in

Attlanta, Ga., some days ago. has

brought to notice what appears to be

a strange fatality in the Cooper family.

Tred Cooper died 'in his twenty-ninth

year, the same year at which his fa-

ther and eight of his uncles, brothers

of ble father, all died. The death of

an had resulted from Illness, and

Cooper became uneasy as his twenty-

nlnth year approached the half-way

mark, He seemed to have a presenti-

meat pt trouble, and said in speaking
f ir tiethbirthday, which would

Whli eoUW next January: "If I can

o--yiVe until then, I' live to be a

hand - But it was not to be. The

stanaE atality which had dogged hib

thl's 'faaly overtook him, and he

ie~~ •d typhoid and died after a

ghort MlueS'.

0•• OCKERS ON CHICKS.

0a of ea sights in Ex-Mayor
4 .Arls barnyard in Youngs

1'X j pair of chickens which

BLOOMS ONCE IN 70 YEARS.

At the London zoological gardens,
says a correspondent, near the eagles'
aviary visitors may now see the rare
sight of an aloe in bloom.

The specimen, which stands about
24 feet high, and is shooting upwards
rapidly, is a plant of symmetrical
growth, with huge fleshy leaves, fur-
nished with large spines, and disposed
naturally in the shape of immense
rosettes. The leaves contain a strong
fiber, which is valuable for rope-ma
king, and the expressed juice may be
used as a substitute for soap. It may
also be manufactured into a liquor
like cider.

It has been called the "century
plant," from the belief that it flowers
only once in 100 years. It is a fact

Opening the Oyster Season

The ancient civic ceremony with which the opening of the Coyne
Oyster Fishery at Colchester, England, is celebrated took place this year
on board the lugger Henry VII off Brightlingsea. The deputy mayor of Col-
chester, the town clerk, and the town sergeant bearing the mace, were in
their civic robes. The deputy mayor declared the Fisheries open, and the
town clerk read a declaration, which dates from December 6, 1189, in the
reign of Richard Coeur de Lion, confirming previous charters. Gin and
gingerbread were handed round to the company. After the reading of the
declaration, which ended with three cheers for the king and three for the
mayor of Colchester, the chairman of the fishery board, and the deputy
mayor cast the first dredges, and made a good haul of oysters. A luncheon
then took place on Peewit Island, Colchester oysters being the chief item
on the menu.

he has to dress in clothes to keep
them warm. The chickens are four
months old and have failed to grow a
feather since their babyhood. The
freaks are large and healthy and in
their knickerbockers have attracted
much attention. The ex-mayor has a
chicken farm and his featherless
fowls have been viewed by chicken
fanciers from all over the country.
They seem to be in a class by them-
selves and are eyed jealously by the
less fortunate fowls, who envy them
in their new style of dress.

HE MADE THE DOCTORS STARE.

Extraordinary fortitude was display-
ed by a little Irish boy named Mich-
ael Hanlon the other week in under-
going an operation for the amputation
of a finger in a Dublin hospital. While
holding a horse the youth wound the
cord round the middle finger of his
right hand, and the animal becoming
restive, Jerked the cord with such vio-
lence that it severed the finger at the
first joint. Before he was put under
an anaesthetic the boy made the doc-
tors stare by producilg the severed

that it takes many years to come to
maturity, in some cases extending to
seventy years. It flowers but once,
and then dies. The zoo is fortunate
in having a second example of this
very rare flowering plant, for it is
just four years ago since a similar oc-
currence took place there.

A specimen of the aloe bloomed in
Victoria Park ten years ago, when it
v-as found necessary to remove a
pane of glass from the roof of the
house in which it was growing, so
that the stem might have space to
grow upwards. The crown of blos-
soms in this instance towered above
the roof. At Kew Gardens, about
twenty-four years ago, a similar
method had to be adopted when the
aloe bloomed there.

The flowers when in full bloom will
be a sight worth going a long way to
see, not only on account of the mag
nificent golden blossoms, but also be-
cause of the rarity of blooming In
this -ountry.

FROGS FROM THE CLOUDS

At the conclusion of an extraordi-
narily violent thunderstorm the other
week, Mr. Jack Ayre of Temple Bot-
tcm, near Cruwys-Morchard, in Devon-
shire, Eng., found a long stretch of
road covered with thousands of frogs,
which, it is declared, "cried like rab-
bits."
Mr. Ayr expresses the opinion that

the frogs came down from the sky,
and he is supported in this view by
another resident of the district, who
has experience of monsoons abroad.

This expert says that in the still-
ness which precedes monsoons in trop-
ical regions all sorts of creeping
thingp come out of their hiding places.
They are often carried up into the air
by whirlwinds, and when the mon-
soons break down they are deposited
again in rainstorms, as appears to

have been the case at Cruwys-Mor-
chard.

CHILD BORN WITH ONE ARM

A child has been born at Willesden,
Eng., with the left arm missing from
a few inches below the shoulder. As
having bearing on the occurence it is
stated that some months ago the
mother was motoring when an acci-
dent occurred, the motor 'coming into
collision with another vehicle. The
motor-car driver's left arm wM so
badly crushed in the collision that it
had to be amputated almost immod.-
ately.

SHELL-FISH KILLS SEAGULL

A singular occurrence i reported
from Barnstaple, England. A seagull
was observed struggling in the air
near the River Taw, and then to fall
to the ground. It was discovered that
a bivalve had closed on the bill of the
bird and gradually suffocated it.

joint from his pocket and asking them
to try and fix it on the finger again.
He then underwent the operation
without displaying the slightest nerv-
ousness.

GIRL CURED BY LIGHTNING

A girl of twenty, bedridden with a
bone disease since the age of six, was
wonderfully cured at Chalons, in
France, one day recently. Her house
was struck by lightning, and she got
such a fright that she jumped out of
bed and ran downstairs. She was
quite well next day. Doctors say that
the sudden shock and leap may have
adjusted the dislocated joint (which
was the primary cause of the girl's
disease), an operation which the phy-
sicians were unable to undertake ow-
ing to her extremely weak state of
body.

Easy.
When a woman is getting ready to

celebrate her silver wedding, it is
easy to stand well in her estimation.
Merely tell her you think she must
have been married very young.

Does
: 1 T.HE

CPITeL

Uncle Sam Has New Ward in Liberia

WASHINGTON.-An obscure chap-
ter, it has long lain unread in

American annals, in spite of the in-
terest that surrounds it. But now
that the United States has come to
take an active hand in the govern-
ment of Liberia, it is natural that the
founding of that old half-American,
half African-negro state should attract
our interest. Founded back in 1820
as a home for the freed slaves from
this country, Liberia became a repub-
lic in 1847. Today its population num-
bers some 60,000 Liberians along the
coast, while 2,000,000 negroes run wild
in the interior. No white man can ac-
quire citizenship or own property.

By an arrangement with bankers in
this country, France and Germany and
with the approval of Liberia and the
European powers, a loan of $2,000,000
is to be floated by our government to
the end of setting straight Liberian
finances and assisting the country to
establish itself upon a firmer basis.
The United States will have control
of the little state's financial, military
and agricultural departments and will
administer the republic's relations.
The popular accounts of the found-

ing of Liberia credit the achievement
somewhat vaguely to the American
Colonization society, of which Henry
Clay was president. There is a less-

Soldier of Fortune May Lose Rights [

a berg, erstwhile of Argentina, pre-
tended American, typical soldier of
fortune and one of the few men who
ever succeeded in selling a gold brick
to one of the nation's most prominent
men, does not return to Washington
within the next sixty days, he is likely
to lose his alleged American citizen-
ship and be denied the protection of
the American flag.

Captain Waldberg flourished in
Washington 12 years ago, during the
Spanish-American war, and a few
years later, at the Pan-American expo-
sition. The captain came to Wash-
ington with a long military record.
Having been born in Argentina, he has
lived in half a dozen South American
countries and been engaged in as
many revolutions in the cause Of lib-
erty. Exiled, when unsuccessful, he
dropped into New York one day and
organized a company of Greek fruit
venders, whom he took to Athens,
joined the Greek army and fought in
the Graeco-Turkish war.

All that he got out of that contest
was a little military glory and a wife.
He married a very beautiful daughter

Puzzlers for the New Customs Court

" WHAT
Is IT
ANY

WAY

I F A HEN is not a bird, why is a
pair of rubber boots an article of

woolen wearing apparel? Funny ques-
tion, is it not? There are many oth-
ers, but this one is enough- to show
how Uncle Sam is puzzled at times to
properly classify imported articles so
that the correct rate of customs du-
ties may be levied and collected. In
the above case, it is simply because
the highest customs authority of the
land held that as the boots had linings
in which there was an appreciable
quantity of wool they should bear the
rate prescribed for woolen apparel.
That same highest authority decided
that frogs' legs are dutiable as poul-
try.

The customs court, a new judicial
body that is just getting down to busi-
ness at Washington, already has many
cases that will cause the public to
laugh. One of the first questions for
it to decide is whether the hen is a
bird. Ornithologists would unhesitat-
ingly declare she is, but the new
court is not composed of such men.
Eh? What is the odds? Wait a min-
ute, and you will see how it concerns
every housekeeper. If the court can

Credit Due Foreign Health Officers

0 Q0

' EW persons realize to what extent
the welfare of this nation is pre,

served by the splendid service of the

medical forces which are stationed

at all the danger ports abroad to pre-
vent the introduction of plagues and

pestilences into this country through

shipping agencies. This force of pub-

lic health officers is well equipped.

Moreover, in all places the work of

these trained experts is further sup-

plemented by the efforts of the con-

sular officers. In places that are too

small to support a trained force, but

are quite large enough to transmit dis-

ease by emigration, the consular offi-

cers do splendid work unaided.
The stringent laws of quarantine

known chapter of that perilous enter-
prise which attributes the martyrdom
of a life in this effort to open a new
world to the slaves to Rev. Samuel

I Bacon, an American minister of the
Episcopal church.

By act of congress, on March 3,
1819, the president was empowered to
create an agency in Africa for the
purpose of providing an asylum for
such Africans as should be liberated
by our ships of war from vessels
seized for violation of the law sup-
pressing the traffic in slaves.

The government decided to send out
the ship of war Cyane and the trans-
port Elizabeth with mechanics and la-
borers under two agents for the pur-
pose of breaking ground for the re-
ception of liberated slaves. On Janu-
ary 8, 1820, having previously been in
the service of the colonization society,
Bacon received from President Mon-
roe the commission making him the
head of the proposed expedition.

Thirty-nine families, comprehending
89 families made up the company.
Great difficulty was experienced in
finding not only a place of settlement,
but even one of debarkation.

A species of African fever appeared
among the members of the little band
of settlers. Soon 25 of the party were
brought down with it. Breaking un-
der the labors he had assumed Bacon
presently discovered symptoms of the
malady in himself. The remedies
administered were of no avail and he
died.

Bankson and others of the party
survived. The founding of the colony
went forward. But on the sacrifice of
Bacon's life Liberia was built.

of a professor in the university ox
Athens and returned to America in
time to take up newspaper work at
the outbreak of the Spanish-American
war.

He was able to speak several lan-
guages fluently, and especially Span.
ish. There was a great demand for
news from Cuba, and the genius of
Nelken led him to make translations
from Spanish and Cuban newspapers,
for which he found ready market with
the Washington correspondents. His
success prompted him to "fake" when
his news sources became exhausted.
One of these "fakes" was a dispatch
which he put forth all over the coun-
try, telling in most dramatic manner
of the attempted assassination of Gen-
eral Blanco, who was then governor
general of Cuba, and which caused a
great deal of excitement at the time.

Not long ago the captain turned up
in Constantinople and became involved
in some trouble there which prompted
him to demand the protection of the
the American flag. He presented his
case at the embassy, and in endeav-
oring to establish the fact that he was
a naturalized American citizen, some
disclosures came to light regarding his
papers which led the American charge
to refer the matter to the state de-
partment.

The department in turn made in-
quiry at the district court, with the re-
sult that an order was issued requiring
him to show cause within sixty days
why his papers should not be can-
celed.

be induced to decide that the hen is
a bird, down will go the price of eggs,
for the present tariff bar makes every
importer of edible eggs pay five cents
a dozen for all he brings into the
country. Bird's eggs are on the free
list.

Another puzzling question is wheth-
er hen's eggs that have been broken
up shall be taxed as eggs or albumen.
Chemically, the mess ready for the
making of omelets is albumen, but if
the court holds that they should
take the albumen duty it is feared
every importer will see to it that every
imported egg is smashed before it
gets to the custom house. The crack-
er trust would doubtless be pleased
to have such a decision made.

Is half a duck, imported from China
two years ago, and still used as an
exhibit in the courts, a bit of pre-
served meat or dressed poultry? The
government insists it is the former
and the Chinese importer insists that
it is not.

Another nut to crack: Is an auto-
mobile a household effect? Patriotic
Americans returning from motoring in
Europe will be pleased to have the
court say it is. Under such a deci-
sion they could take over with them a
few real household goods, set up light
housekeeping for a while, buy a
French automobile, and then return
to this country and do it all for less
than the amount of duty on a high-
priced automobile made in Europe.

and the penalties which attach to all
attempts to evade them put effective
repressive weapons into the hands of
these officials, so that no attempts are
made to escape from compulsory com-
pliance and securing a clean bill of
health at the point of departure and
ports of call. A vessel that starts
from a port with no appearance of in-
fectious diseases among her crew or
passengers, and which is again sub-
jected to rigorous examination on her
arrival at any American port, stands
little chance of bringing any infected
passengers past the several inspectors.

As there is no way of measuring
what might happen if this force were
not employed, its members do not al-
ways receive the full amount of credit
to which their unremitting care and
attention entitle them. They stand
among the many preventive forces
which the country utilizes to safe-
guard the people and to whom the
debt of the nation is grester than the
public is in the habit od acknowledt
ID.nr
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JUNE LACROIX
COVINOTON, LOUISMANA.
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GENERAL MERCHANDISE STORE
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OR. H. B. GAUTREAUX,
Physician and Surgeon
5o.. Southern Hotel building.
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Phones: Omoe, 213-3; Residenoe, 9i.

DR. A. C. GRIBBLE,
DENTIST.

Southern Hotel Building.

sest references in town.

DR. A. H. GRIMMER,
DENTIST,

Covington, Louisiana.
lme: O 9a.m. to 5 p.m. Phone No. $L

Frederick Building.

J. M. YATES..

A Parish Surveyer i.
FOLSOM, LA.

All orders left with Howard Burns,
rovington, La., or addressed to J. M.
ftes, Folsom, La., will receive prompt
,ttontion.
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GEORGE B. SMART,

Attorney and Counselor at Law
COVINGTON,

X'06 Hibernls Bank Building, New

L BLMO BOLLINGER,
.ATTORNEY AT LAW.s

SLIDELL, LA.

Oooe in bank building. Notary pub
,i in oeo.

JOS. B. LANCASTER,
Attorney at Law,

Covington, L.
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TRADE MORAL-The quality ot
what you have to sell is known
to some people all of the tims
and all of the people some of
the time, but advertise regu-
larly with us and you'll reach
all of the people all of the time


