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ABITA HOLDS I
" MASS MEETING AT ABITA SPRINGS
~ UNANIMOUSLY INDORSES THE BRIDGE,

The Handsome Pavilion Decorated With Products of St.
‘Tammany Parish, Flowers and Bunting.
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i Meeting at Courthouse To Be Worked Again.

' a Candidate,

Rumors in Alsage Creale all

.-;--.app:o?zii,o_f;_ the Action (‘-';.E’iﬂ}-'i}'f Wurzlow of Houma, |G, W. Hill, Expert Oil Man,

Over a Thousand People Brave the Rain and Turn Out to :
Show Their Interest and Patriotism.

: ~ Speakers He

‘Rainy weather has followed the
bridge meetings lately, and while it
. hes increased the trade in umbrel-
las, it has not prevented the people
from turning out in full numbers to
shiow their enhtusiasm in the bridge
'm!tter. The pavilion at Abita was
handsomely decorated with produets
of St. Tammany parish, flags and
ribbons, and above the front of the
stage, reaching from one side to the
pther, was a picture on canvass of a
‘concrete bridge with electric vars al
.. intervals on their way to and from
" the city. On the stage were speakers
" and’ representative citizens of New
‘Orleans and St. Tammany parish,
‘while the floor of the pavilion was
crowded with interested people,
there being many ladies among them.
" Mandeville turned opt a large dele-
. gation headed by Mayor Hartman,
and there were guite a number from
Covington and Abita, the crowds be-
“ing well handled by the Motor line.
' Owing to the death of his brother-
ggilnfw. ‘J, B. Collins, Mayor Mariin
> an, of New Orleans, could not
~ be present, but Secretary N. 8. Hos-
king of the Mercantile Club, and Mr.

- Green of the Item were among the
-New "Orleans delegation.

A dinner was given to the mem-

- bers of the press and other guests
at the Mutti hotel, which was weil
served and-greatly enjoyed.

Clem G. Hearsey of the New Or-
leans Picayune came over to report
the meéting. He was ‘dccompanied
by Mras. Hedarsey. Mr. Hearsey has
made accurate and well written re-

- ‘ports of the various bridge meetings
held on this side of the lake, and
thé people here appreciate the in-
terest the Pitayvune has taken in the
bridge matter.

Mr. Hosking and others from New
Orleans took back specimens of 8tf.
Temmany products that Were on ex-
hibition. These products were
grown by Robert Voss and members

- of the Dutsch family, in the German

. Bettlement, - and will comperae fa-
- vorably with Ilike products grown
anywhere.

. . Capt. G. E. Millar presided, and
i opening the meeting gave a very
interesting talk. He said that Abita
was interested in the building of the
bridge, becauose aside from the
numerons other benefits that would
accrue the question of cheap trans-
portation was of the greatest im-
portance, something that Abita had
never had the advantage of. Inter-
eommunication between New Orleans
and Abita Springs meant a great
deal to the town educationally. New
Orleans offered those opportunities

. for research and study provided by
all large cities and not found in
gountry towns; the experience that
goes with the Intermingling of people

" {n metropolitan life and confact with
the highest development in science,
business and art; the creation of
that interest in the world’s doing
that never fail to be of educational
value.

i - He said that the present condition
reniinded him of the absentee land-
lordism of Ireland. The sweat of

. the tenfint was converted into money
thet was spent owtside of the Isle
8o it was with New Orleans. The
products of St. Tammany and the
benefits of her climate and waters
~ were within the reach of the wealthy
of that eity, but she gave nothing
in return, because conditions were
such that we could not grasp the op-

- portunities offered. The situation was

An unpatural one, debarred of the
reciprocity that would give to the
Tick and poor alike the advantages
of both places. ;
" e spoke of the immense mail
mrder buginess that was now going
o northern cities and that would be
‘diverted to New Orleans, if the
bridge were bullt and the people had
‘the opportunity of making personal
ingpection of purchases that could
' ‘mot be made at home. Formerly we
‘were even better situated than we
are now. Then we could reach New
rleang in one hour and forty-five
iinutes, with a fare of $2.20 for
o round trip. Now is takes three
gdrs" and with the straight fare
proposition in  effect would cost
2.80. ‘The bridge was a necessity
4y both New Orieans and St. Tam-
many parish, and it must be built.

of the bridge. It was started as long
ago as he could remember and bad
guthered more strength and enthusi-
asm at each presentation of the sub-
{ject. That it must be built and the
lsoouer the better. We should make
'up our minds that it can and shall
tbe done, by united action exhaust-
,ring every resource im our power.
i That 'with St. Tammany parish, with
$6.000,000 worth of property and
1£1,000,000 deposited in her banks,
|and New Orleans with $90,000,000 in
her banks, it would be & libel on
our people to suggest that we could
not build it.
Tammany parish was assessed at §1,-
000,000; to-day it Is sssessed $6,-
{000,000. This increa§e is .but a
|shadow of what may "be expected
itwenly years to come. 7

[ 1f $1,500,000 can be raised be-
tween New Orleans and St. Tammany
parish, bonds can ‘he issued and the
road can be built. The brains of
5,000,000 people were busy on the
siubject. Whe would say that it
could not be accomplished.

He said that the prop

Mri/Beck was a leasible 1 ing.|
Organize a railway company. Bulld
a motor line, get options on the land
aleng its route and sell the land at
a profit, taking stock im payment.
Aith 2 million and a half paid im,
jseue four or five million dollars
worth of bonds. The bridge would
rat 10 per cent dividends on the in-
 vestment. It three or four hundred
thousand dollars could be raised in
St. Tammany parish, New Orleans
{would mateh it with half a million
or more.  The State would be willing
to contribute from $200,000 to 400,-
060, The people would not be asked
to put up one dollar until $1,5000,-
000 had been subscribed and certi-
fied to by the governor and the mayor

i

Twenty years ago St.'

artily Applauded and Resolutions of Indorse-
ment are Passed Unanimously.

Rot think it could be accomplished.
That he did not know a single official
of the Beit Line that looked upon
he matter seriously.

He said that he had proposed a
plan for building the bridge that he
thought would be accepted at the
meeting of the ecommittee in Ogtobcr.
1'hat plan provides for a capital of
$5,000,000, or 100,000 ghares at §50
esch, payable 10 per cent cash and
$1.50 per month, with free pagsage
over the bridge to the amount. of
the atock subscribed. There will
also be charter provision against dis~
crimination. That the mayors of

would be exofficlo members of the
board of directors. He said that the
buying of stock would be co-opera-
tive to the extent that lumber, pilitg
or construction material of any kind
that could be used in -building the
bridge would be accepied in payment
of stock. S g

GEO. KOEPP, JR.

Mr. Koepp sald that New Orleans
needed the bridge worse than St

in times ‘of sickness and. epidemics.
St, Tammany people had always been
friendly toward New Orleans and had
thrown her doors wide open to New
Orleans people in times of distress,
even in such troublous times as those
of 1878 and 1902, In return her

people had buflt homes in Mississip-

pi, who had closed her doors to them
and held them in detention camps.
That now was the time for New Or-
trans to redeem herself by building
this bridge. It would in a sense be
her salvation. Her exclusive policy
was losing trade for her. Her cotton
was being lost to Galveston, her
lumber to Gulfport, and the Louisi-
ana Rice Growers Association was

of New Orleans. That not 8 man or
womran has, imagination enough to
picture the progress of St. Tammany

there had been a loss of $1£0,000
annially in traveling on the ratlroad,
counting lost time at 10 cents per
hour; and a loss of $300,000 im
cost of mileage.

H. CLAY RIGGS.

Mr. H. Clay Rigge was introduced
25 the man who had done more than
any other for progress of St. Tam-
cany parish.

Mr. Riggs said that we never have
2 bridge meeting without rain, but
tiat he did not think it had damp-
ened the ardour of the people any.
That passenger trafflc over the pro-
resed  bridge was an  insignificent
thing in comparison with other re-
suurees and the great benefits to be
dcrived.  That three corporations
~od drawn a dead line beyond which
11 other road could approach. That
it cost $14 per car to get service.
That in the mean time there were
railroads east and west of us anxi-
] 1y geeking an opportunity to get
into New Orleans. That the build-
ing of this threatens fourteen miles
ot terminals; that but three corpora-
tions can get their cars into New Or-
per car. - That one to two thousand
aay,
the bridge

Mr. Riggs favored the Belt Line,

er of the bridge.
things the bridge should not get into
the hands of a private company, Mu-

| by which New Orleans would be re-
leased from the grasp of the few
coi porations that owned the valua-
ble franchises of the city and that

and shut out other roads seeking
entrance into New Orleans, hy pur-
elasing a controlling interest in the
stock of any private company.

J. E. GLISSON.

Mr. Glisson hag been one of the
active workers for the bridge. He
said that he was glad to express his
approval of and interest in the
bridge. That if left to us alone the
bridge would be built, and built in
shkert order. We must not be led
astray by strange gods. That he did
nut care who built it as long as we
got the bridge. That -when it was
huilt he would be able to go to his
business in New Orleans and -return
t his home in Abita every day.T hat

‘Patriotism should furnish the energy lvwis what a large number of people

yngh it through.

Captain Millar | wanted; to be able to conduct busi-

intrpduced H. L. Garland 88 ness in New Orleans and to come to
!;Q‘thur of the bridge across the  iheir homes on this side of the lake:

GARLAND.

Ibu: we must not be earrled away by
sirange egods and a wilderness of

said that he did not dificulties. He was opposed to the

it of being the father Dell Line propoesition, because he did

after the bridge is built. He said !

cars would pass over the bridge every
The revenues would pay for
jother States.
of New Orleans, as the logieal build-,
That above all|

nicipal ownership was the only way!

would eventually control the bridge |

now using every ecffort to prevent
rice from being shipped to New Or-
leans. That this condition was due
to the exclusiveness of New Orleans
gnd her disregard of every interest
in the State except her own., To
prosper, she must learn that her in-
terests are interwoven with every
other interest in the State. That to
become a great city she must not
only do things for herself, but she
n:ust be a force within the state for
the development and prosperity of
every portion of it. She had an op-
portunity in the bullding of this
bridge to weave a sympathetic bond
as well as to launch a business pro-
ject that would be one of the great-
est uphuilders for the city.

He said that the rich man could
always provide for himself. What
wag needed was an opportunity for
the poor man to place himself in a
pesition to be of benefit to the State.
That it was diffienit for a man of
ticderate means to get money at a
New Orleans bank, That the pro-
ceedings were so costly as to be pro-
hibitive, and that the country banks
were following the bad example get
That is was “monkey gee, monkey
do.” It was the time for New Or-
leans to accept her mission as a great

ycity and to become a worker for the
leans without paying a tax of $14°

prosperity of the whole State and
nct a drainer of its resources inte
her own coffers to be spent abroad

Ccvington, Mandevilie and Abita

Tammany parish.  She needed ihe|
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her future greatness. 1 %

DR. E. E. BARCLAY. -

Dr. E. E. Barclay, of the New Or-
leans Item, made an excellent talk,
but it was so interspersed with
poetry and anecdotes that it would

1be difffuclt to give its sense without
| reporting 1t in whole.
i

He announced his regrets that
Mayor Behrman was prevented from
being present by death in his family.
He said thai the mayor was a B, B.,
which meant that he was a “'Big
Booster.” He sald that every bridee
enthusiast should wear a “B. B.”
button, for it also meant “‘Bridge
\Rvgmer," - 1\:; Barclay said that we

(L @  br
et lt.g idge if we went

Captain Miliar then presented ihe

following resolutions, which were:

read by Mr. Garl i
Hphodts and _and unsnimous-
RESOLUTTOH_S.

Whereas the parish of 'St Tam-
many recognizea that in the building
of a bridge across Lake Pontchar-
train there will have bheen accom-
plished one of the greatest under-
takings ever attempted for the setile-
ment of lands and the investment of
capital in the state; and,

: Whereas, Louistina, having with-
in her borders the greatest city ‘of
the South, and having resources un-

surpassed by any state in the Union,
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Says Oil is There.

The St. Tammany Oil Co.
Will Sink a Well.

Confidence Expressed in Sue-
cess of Undertaking.

Several oil wells have been sunk
in St. Tammany parish, and while
pdientions ©f ol Wue always teca
good, none of them have been car-
tied down to the depth that would
give absolute certainty as to the
existence of oil. Lack of funds has

being abandoned. None of the wells,
however; have created the contidence
that existed and still exists In the .
Sulphur Springs well, which was
abandoned after the pipe had been
broken off in the ground, althoagh
effort was made to dig down io the
broken joint and pateh it up. The
eXcavation that was made by this
digging ia still there, with the broxken
pipe in the center, flled with mud
and water, and it has been a common
practice for people to amuse them-
selves by poking sticks into the musd-

bubble up through the water, or set
& match to it and see it burn. This

by =0
fails In dis-
covering crude petroleum. When
placed with ether it colors the ether.
Goal oil wiil not do this; neither will -
any other oil. This establishes be-
yond a doubt that petroleum is there.
The quantity remains to be seen,

G. W. Hill, an oil expert, has béen
consulted, and so positive is he that
oil will be found in paying quantities
that he has interested himself in
promoting a company, which wiil
be known as the St. Tammany Ofl
Company. Already some of our
lorgest’ merchants and businessmen
have subscribed money to the under-
taking, and ft looks as il Sulphur
Bprings would soon again be the
busy scene of oil drilling.

Mr. Hill says that he has never
npdertaken the fnancing of an oil
proposition and failed. He says the
well will be put down and properly
put down, and he has no doubt of
the result. : ;

- Indications have been s0 good for
o'l in Bt. Tammany parish that con-
fidence in ite existence has been ex-
pressed by most oil men who have
vieited the various wells, and it is
to be hoped that this time a thor-

‘ocgh test will be made and that the
‘well will be sunk to a depth that

will leave no doubt as to whether
there ig or is not oif In paying quan-
tities, for certain it is that there is
both gas and oil fi some quantity.
The old weil iz shrouded in mys-
tery. Various stories go the rounds
that it was purpesely stranglec. Be
this as it may, the new well will tell
the tale. 7
P O S A
greatly helped by raising the saloon
licenge from $100 to $1000. The
revenue from this source wast $10,-
000, That the revennes of the city
were- now  about $35,000 against
$28,000 formerly. He said that
Covington was a magnificent town;
that strangers could more readily
see the adventages of the town than
icme folks. That with its wonder-
ful elimate and water as an attrae-
ticn, yet he had never seen it ad-
vertiged. :
Mr. Wurzlow gaid that while walk-
‘ng through the town he had come
upon an old uncompleted buidling
with crumbling and cracked walls
and had asked what it was. He was
sarprised at being informed that it
was a school budilding., Houma had
3 $40,000 school building, and it
had been of ineatimable value to the
community. That if he had the ad-
vantage of such a school, instead of
telking before his present audience

'he would be talking in the halls of -

congress. By all means Covingion
stkould have & school building and
waterworks. e S
“Mr. Jack Bokenfohr then moved
the following resolution, which was
adopted: ! B e
. Whereas, it ia the sense of this -
meeting that the town of Covington
stands badly In need of an adequate
waterworks system and ‘a modern
pt_ublie school bullding; therefore be

Resolved, That in order to create
& public sentiment in favor of voting
a sufficient tax to acquire these much
needed improvements there be call-
& mass meeting of the citizens

! that no matter how fm
might be placed in [th

1y there was no tell-

va #¢ uight be made in |}

cinditions  Vecome anfavors

e gaid that Houma had been} Th.

been the main cause of fhese wells L

dy bottom in ‘order to see the gas’ =



