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A MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL.

We wish all our readers a Merry Christmas.
While Santa Claus may not be quite as rich as he was last Christmas,

we believe he is still able to remember the good little boys and girls who
have faith in his promise to reward them with presents and good things:
and we believe all the fathers and mothers and uncles and ;aunts, and
even the cousins, who are too big to hang up the!r stockings, will and
that Santa has left little tokens of love and remembrance for them, on
tables and under plates and all sorts of places except stockings. And we
believe that even the poor little children that hear so little of Santa Claus
in the home that they hardly remember him, will ind that he has left
presents for them on the Christmas trees in the churches, and when they
go home again will And that he has left a n'ce basket for the Christmas
dinner. " . - "

TIME FOR TEE CITIZEYS TO DECID?,.

"tan on the Street" speaks with good, sound sense in his letter on
the first piae. Abita Springs offers the site for a town of unusual at-
tractiveness to the summer visitor by reason of the value of its springs
of medic'nal waters alone. In other respects ft is healthily situated, with
opportunities for adornment, pleasure grounds and promenades that have
been overlooked. It is true that until its recent charter the revenues wer,
small, but since then much valuable time has been wasted and opportunia-
ties lost in factional political squabbles that have destroyed the harmoni-
os and united action necessary to get the best results in the upbuilding
of any town or community. It is human to shrink from criticism and
to Snd excuses for our short-comings, but we believe a perusal of the
lqtter of the "Man on the Streets" will cause anyone at all open to fair
criticism to give a second thought to the conditions that threaten to ex-
tinguish every spark of patriotism and civic pride in the pretty town of
Abita Springs. This may seem a harsh assertion in the face of the efforts
of cltisens who are striving to inaugurate features of amusement for the
coming season, and the excellent school that has given such great satis-

chetion to the patrons, but wIthout the strength of an official municipal
government the best individual efforts of the citizens will be overcome in
the turmoil of conflicting nterests and inefficient management.

in your private business you select the best men you can command.
In your municipal business you should do the same. All personal feeling
siuOld be laid aside in selecting the officals of a town, and parties select-
f4 should be willing, for the sake of the prosperity of the town, in turn
to put aside all personal feeling in the administrat'on of the duties of
'theier Opmes. Only in this way may the best results be obtained.

The proposition to hold a mass meeting, in ordr to get the sense of the
people as to'their choice for nominations, is a good one, provided a goodly
btajoeity of the voters can be induced to attend, so the choice is one in
• true sense, and not a packed convent :on. It the people truly dis're
0o•o government, and will attend such a meeting, they hold the key to

t:he situation in their hands.

ST.E CREDIT SYSTEM.

ow : many have thought over the words of "One of Them" in regard
e . the prevailing credit system? We had expected by this time to have

e•ifred some comment on this letter. Etther for or against. The subject
i a ist important one, and few will deny that the credit system, as
iarwbd on by the merchants of Covington, 's hurtful to both merchant

4eistomer. Frequently the mercant gives credit when he knows that
1 ~I h eess for collect'on are sl'm. He does this sometimes out of the

4 of his heart and sometimes out of policy born of the influence or
- iwtles of the one ask'ng credit. But is it fair to the merchant to pay
:b a ,:commission to the credit system?

I re few merchants who can carry the immense credit on their
~ without borrowing money to maintain their stock and carry these
S sI aeconats. This costs at least 8 per cent. Now the merchant must

Scharge this 8 per cent to his cred:t customers or he must lose 8 per-
' a the profts of these sales. In either event it works an i injury to

2L tjtWehas t or the customer, and th's is not taking into consideration
= hal debts, which further knock a hole into the merchant's profits.

~;It WaM seem by this that the merchant who did a strictly cash bus'-
4 h be able to sell goods much cheaper than the merchant who

S- it businems; or else that the merchant makes a distinction be-
i* ; eash -sad his credit prices. In either case, the practice does

S ta the better buiq inadtincts.l "? ier beneSt of the cash ystem would be the better ability to com-

"ttk the mall order, houses. This is becom~ng a serious question,
sp y the mail order houses are taking advantage of the.

Sderivery service, while the country merchant has not, as a rule,
Sefrt to make it serviceable to him.

S, like to hear from those Interested 'n this subject, and will.
b any letters written in a friendly sp'rit of discussion.
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BORN.

To Mrs. Eugene Bolls, in Covington,
ir ayn-, December 19, 1913, a girl.

To Mrs. W. A. Dutsch, in, Coving-
ton, Thursday, December 18, 1913,
a boy.

To Mrs. August Rheimer, in Cov-
'ngton, Wednesday, December 10,
1913, a girl.

Celebration of the nativity of our
Lord. called Christmas, Thursday,
December 25, in St. Peter's Church.
Covington; solemn high mass at mid-
night, holy mass at 8 a. m., and high
mass at 10 a. m.

In Abita Springs, holy mass at
8 a. m.

In the .church of St. Joseph, in
the Abbey at Ramsay, solemn h!gh
mr.s at midnight, and holy masses
at 7 and 9 a. m.

The box party given by the teach-
ers and pupils of the K. C. school
tw-v largely attended and everybody
enjoyed the occasion. The auction
was conducted by Mr. E. Moran,
with Mr. Mose Singletary as collect-
or. After the auction the boxes were
opened and the good things were
rreatly enjoyed by all.

NOTICE TRUCK GROWERIS.

Capt. Millar apnounces that a car
load of seed potatoes are ready for
delivery and can be obtained at the
Covington Grocery and Grain Co.
Members are requested to get the
seed they ordered as soon as possibe.
and to pay for them on delivery.

Dr. N. M. Hebert has purchased
othe Rexall Drug Store from Cham-
p~ane-Frederick Co.

Mr. Carl Werts was quite badly
burned at the Garden District Cbrist-
mas tree, while taking the part of
Santa Claune. His cotton beard ignit-
ed from one of the candles on the
tree.

BASKEEBALL.

Covington high school defeated
Hammond high school Saturday, Dec.
13th, by a score of 19 to 17. The
feature of the game was the field
goal throwing of Alton Smith.

Following is the line-up:
Covington--L. Anderson, f; A.

Smith, f; G. Draw. c; C. Heints, c;
L. Smitb,g; 0. Smith, g.

Hammond-Hatchet. f; Mutter, f;
Gycer, c; Richardson, g; Pitcher, g.

J. H. Smith, referee.
A. Gueno, umpire.

There will be a meeting of the
Cnder Track committee Christmas
eve at the courthouse at P '. m.

ll interested are requested to be

SCHOOL NOTI3.

The teachers institute held here
last Saturday was a highly succese•
ful and profitable one. Among num-
erouI interesting subjects discussed
was the rural problem in relation to
the teachers being helpful in im-
provement. It was pointed out that
the drift of m'gration for many years
has been cityward. leaving the rural
sections almost depopulated. One
of the main ways teachers can help
the situation, it was noted, is to
portray the beauties of rural life and
create among the children a spirit of
appreciation for its advantages and
enjoyments.

It is recognized that the school
must be the leading agency for solv-
ing rural problems. It is up to the
teachers to do their best along this
line. It is hoped that the school
will soon become the social center
and the teacher qualified to help im-
prove conditions to the extent that
the tide will be turned back towards
the country.

Mr. Bynum informed the teachers
of Mr. Mason's generous offer of the
Farmer for school news, and urged
the teachers to send is matter of in-
terest connected with their schools.
Supt. Lyon emphasized the good that
will result and we hope to see all
the schools represented in the
"School Notes" of the Farmer.

The report of the Covington school
for the third month is grat'fy!ng.
It shows an enrollment of 312 yet
carried. This does not Include pu-
pils who have entered other publ'r
schools. The total enrollment is
325.

The report cards for the third
month is also satisfactory in moat
cases, especially with the high schoEl
pupils. There are but few this far
lacking a passing grade. Parents,
let us make up our minds that there
will be no failures. It is a waste
of time for a child to stay in the
samR grade two years. Life is too
short. Boys need to finish up thn•'
hih school education and go on to
college or go to work. Why not thb
same for girls? So, parents, If yon
get notes, asking for a closer home
appl!cation by pupils, take it in go' '1

spirit and 'help.. Give the teac'
credit for being interested in I h'
matter4

It is easy to disc'pline pur"'
parents stand up to the te'chbr.
you can't do that, hands off, and lit
the teacher do it. And if you can't
do even that-well, it becomes a sad
s8tuation. Why should a tencher de-
sire to be unjust to any child?

The teachers and pupils are dec-
orating their rooms to leave looking
pretty for the holidays.

School closed Friday, the 19th. t'll
the 29th. Children who live more
in anticipation and getting ready fog
Christmas than in realization will
find the t'me set by Supt. Lyon pref-
erable to any other arrangement. san
teachers who go home for the dinner
w'll have time to get there and ses
the turkey in his an'mated glory
before passing under the ax.

The following teachers will spend
the holidays away from Covrington:
Mr. Hays, at Hanghton; Misses Me-
Janecn and O'Brien. at Washington.
and MWss Cases at Port Allen,

Ch'ldren. this is w'ehing you a
hn'v vacation. You have been
fn'thful 13 weeks. Practically all
hn ve done sat!efactory w6rk and you
deserve a good time. Enjoy every
minute you can then come back Mon.
day, the 29th. for some more good
work. We will look for you back
aRd believe you will be on hand..

Teachers. are you in love with
rs"'r work? Don't you love to know
that you are one of the mighty arm"
^f publ'c school people giving the'r
"'ergies for the advancement of civ-
*R1.ation and the up-lift of mank'nd?
TTrve you tasted the joy of honpestly
e'rving society? In the morn'n?
r.n you repeat the "Teachers Cred"'
and pray this prayer: "The day re-
turns and brings us the petty rounds
of irritating concerns and dut'es
Help us to play the man, help us to
perform them "with laughter andkind faces let cheerfulness abound
with industry. Give us to go blithly
on our business all this day,
bring us to our resting beds weary
and content and undishonored, and.
grant us in the end the gift of sleep.
.men."

In a monthly spelling test by thelpupils of the second grade, 25 words
were given. These made 100: Isa-
belle Dutsch, Lea Jenkins, Walter
Cooper, Morris Quatreveaux. Grace
Barrenger and Otis Heints. In" the
same grade the following deserve
special mention for -work done in
arithmetic: Layvers Walker, Joel
Burns, Isabelle Dutsech and Otis

ifeints.
Honor roll for the fourth gradetor the week ending Dec. 12, is as

follows: Lucy Glass, Hazel Jones.
IEma Maddox, E. G. Davis, Percy

Theriot.

The spelling match was won byBIma Maddox, Annie Schultz, Haze!
Tones, Jeff Thomas, Paul Merritt.
Will Leonard.

Annie Schultz took the first, see--nd and third prizes for having both
the neatest and most correct paper
luring the past month.

SBUN NOTES.

Mr. Walter White, of Brewton,
Alabama, has returned, after a long
racation.

Prof. Guy A. Smith was the guest
Af riends Sunday.

Mr. French Musgrove, of Julia, vis-
ited relatives here Sunday.

Miss Nola Mohon and Mrs. O. M.Valkman visited Miss Idamae Hatta-
way at Rio.

Mr. U. Morrison. of Memphis"enn., has come to Sun to make his
home.

Mr. R. E. Morrison spent Saturdaynight and Sunday at Julia, La.

Mr. Hubert Baggot has returnedto his home in Brewton, Alabama
after many months stay at Sun.

Miss Viola Mitchell spent Saturdayand Sunday Sn Lee's Creek on ac-
count of the death of her cousin, Mrs.
Ernest Williams.

Miss Lucille Powell spent Saturdaywith her parents in New OCeans.

MANDEVILLE NOTES.

To-night, at the Pythian Hall, at7:30 p. m., will be given a combined
moving picture and vaudeville show
and dance, all for one admission
price of 15 and 25 cents. This en-
tertainment is g!ven under the sue-
piesr of the thoel Impreovemat

1 I
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League for the benefit of the pub:ic
school. The cause 's, most worth:.

and should draw a large attendance.
The patrons in addit.on to having ,
good t:me w!ll be contribut:ng to :
general public good.

Mr. Fe!x A. Jones, Sr., hav'nga
been recently appointed by Gov. Hal!
as a councilman, vice Jos. Smith, Sr..'
ree'gned, was duly seated at the laW
regular meeting of the town counc!'.
The manner in which fie immediatel'
jumped into harness and at once
familiar!sed h!tnself with what was
going on gives evidence of h's prov-
ing a painstaking and faithful mem-
ber of the town.c6uncl.

Ms. T. Cavalier spent last Sunday
in New Orleans, in attendance at the
chr'stening of her granddaughter,
baby Dillonschnelder.

Miss Marie Dufour spent a part ~f
last week with her family in New
Orleans.

Miss H!zel Hotstream has gone
to New Orleans to spend the ChrWi
mas holidays with her relatives.

Dr. J. M. Smith, of Ppplarr!lle
M'as., who recently purchased th'
Besant property on the beach. hr
moved here and opened an office.

Dur'ng the past month twenty-two
families, princ'pally from Mlsssipp'
have moved and located x'e. n
tracted by the bright prosptrs held
out by the new lumber plants, now
under way.

Last Saturday's headlines and Man-
devllle's boost was a most agreeable
surprise to Mandevillians, and is be-
ing most favorably accepted anm
commended.

The last edition of the Farmer
has certainly been in demand-five
persons called at my office just to
read 't last Sunday morning, in the
v'cinity of the postoffice (you know
what Sunday at the postomcemen"

-

One could hear now and again, "Say,
have you seen the Farmer? How di,
you like it?"

There will be midnight mass on
Christmas at our Church of the Lady
of the Lake, sung by fifteen special
voices. led by Miss Carlotta Laval.
Miss Pauline Cornibe will be orgag-
Ist.

There will be a game of basketbacll.
Sunday, at 2:30 p. m., between the
Covington and Mandeville teams, on
the Catholic school eampus. Admis-
s'on, 5 cents.

There will be solemn high mass in
the Catholic church, Mandeville, at
5 and 9:30 a. m. There will be mass
in the Laeombe church at 7:00 a. m.

There will be a Christmas tree and
entertainment at the Pythian Hall
Tuesday, December 30. Curtain ris-
es at 8 p. m. sharp,

This being the last publication be.
fore Christmas, please accept for
yourselves and respective famn!Is'
my aincerest wishes for a Merry
Christmas., good cheer to all, an'
throu'gh you to the employees of, ano?
finally to the St. Ts.mmauv Farmer.

IL O.ML I,,. M. D.

MANDEVILLE NO-ES.

A wedd:sg of much interest to
their many friends was tl e marr ar~
of Miss Mildred Ryan, daughter .•
the late Patrick Ryan, of New s.=
leans, and Mrs. J. A. Sutivyan, to !ir.
Beanamiin Dietrich, also of New C t-
leans, but now of Mandeville. be'ia
the manager of the Mandeville LigP
and Ice Company. The young couple
will reside in Mandeville and not' r:
to housekeeping before the summncr

Mr. Albert Colomes, of New O-
leans, wa the Sunday guest of M;r
Marie Dyer.

Mrs. Louis Barbet and daught•r
spent several days Iii Mandeville.

Mrs. Alice Bonnet returned to New
Orleans Tuesday.
Mrs. F. M. Kelly and friends werc

entertained by Mrs. M.M Dyer, Sundae.
Mr. C, Schaeffer -returned to Man-

deville.
Mrs. David and little son opent

Friday here.
Mr. Charles David spent Tuesday

in New Orleans.
The Mandeville school 's st'll in

prosperous condition, the attend an!!f
now being 135. The building nowdis
too small to accommodate all co-
fortably and we hope that someth'ig
will soon be done to relieve the cop-
gestion.

We are sorry to- report that Me',
Gladys SogIat was absent on account
of sickness and was much missed by
all her school mates.

We welcome back to his class Mar.
cus Rosenthal, after an absence •of
three weeks.

The honor roll for this month iss
Eighth Grade-Gladys Soniat, le

nors Coffee.
Seventh Grade-Mar'etta Hopkif.,

Mabel Phillips, Carrie Witcher, Iee
Newman, Marion. Paine. I

S!xth Grade-Harriet Vincent, F]d-
ward Langehennig.

Fourth Grade--Dorin Langehen-
nig, Emile Harder.

Third Grade--Helen Smith, Estrid
Marks, Jeanne Smith, Marris Talley,
Joseph 'Bourgeois, Westley Vincept.
Rene Dubourg, Paul Deluzain, Fotin-
tie Drew, Peter Morgan, Victorlne
Menant.

Second Grade-Myrtle Greer. 1al
Glockner, Albert SonLat Mild
Smith Valentine Glockner, Eaa
Prieto, Edna Glockner, Belle Hardr.

First Orade-Joseph Frosch. R'ith
Witcher, Hillary Mickenheim, Ma(o!
Hopkins Annie Denegre. Band Smtbh.
Cora MajYonter.

LMDELL NOTEB.S.

Mr. Goldstein, of New Orleams, was
here. this week on business.

Mr. PEdgar Dubourg spent Sun day
in Mandeville as the gueSt of his ar-
eats. . "

Mr. F. B. Richardson and son at-
teaded the poultry fair glveh in, New
Orieans Iant week.t

Mre. :. G. Abel visited ew ori-
alm tahis e, -
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Telephdnes
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If there is no telephone onyo ur
farm write for out free book•let
telling how you may get sevice at
small cost.

FARMERS' LINE DEPARTMK

Comberland TelephoneT leCORPO f TED.
ra ronomini

Mr. -and Mrs. Ltike Corn bn an..
children, of Covington, are visiting
here as the guests of. relatives.

Ietv. Bernard Keating spent Sun-
day in Picayune on religious duties.

Miss Lydia Brugier spent the week,
end in New Orleans as the guest 0of
her folks.

Mr. Ed. Gause spent a few hours
ln ilogalusa on business, thbs week,.

!Mrs. J Willis, of Pearl Rivers
~+lit Wednes dav here • the guest
f her duter. Mrs. Polk.
Sus. arbdes speat th week-sda

is New Orleans as the4 guest i aet
roI tives.
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