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TESTIMONY IN
THE HOBBS

BRIBERY
CASE

MISS PLUNKETT MAKES A SEN-

SATIONAL WITNESS AGAINST

STATE SENATOR HOBBS.

POSES AS FRIEND
GOMPELLED TO TESTIFY

Its, "It Was Over My Phone That

Dobbs Telephoned to

Castleman.

Vieksburg, Miss., Dec. 27.-"It
Was over my phone that Hobbs tele-
phoned Castleman. Hobbs told me
he wea in this fight to the death. I
was afraid Hobbs would shoot the
governor. Hobbs said they 'got'
him."

With these damaging statements
delivered from the witness stand by
Miss Mattie Plunkett, librarian at
the Mississippi State Library, the
State in the opinion of the prosecut-
lag attorneys, greatly strengthened
its ease against Senator Hobbs.

This witness had been his conflden-
tal friend and advisor, and she was
corroborating the testimony of the
Governor of the State.

Shortly after 6 p. m. the State
closed its case and the defense an-
aorneed that Senator Hobbs aid
Mayor Swep, J. Taylor, of Jackson,
Would be called Monday and the
sutmmlng up would then be started.
Clime (Comme Like

olt flrom lk.
fie day hL'd moved along smootnh-

I• tor the defense and it was co,
rede4 that the testimony of Liuteoi-
ant GoVernor Bhbo lad aided it ma-
terlally. It had been rumored about

* tast Governor Brvwer was Reading a
train load of witnesses, and *1:jte
.a 1smber of them came. They tes,_
Add to the good character of Steve
Castleman, the Belzoni man, who

`•io.•b)Isf solicited and received a
' .l+ from him, and another train-

ky ..?.... , more or less. was on hand to
.. itity that Castleman's reputation"
'1bittLt iIad vaeracity was not good
S'Utidelalommuity ito which he lives.
:r,.e~ comon acopent the defendant
h •A •ad the better of the argument.
I•ist Was abncedbd that the best
.( .p Qoul hope for was a "huun
1:' . , . t'The oraeys for the de-

S' 'h:iise and bt• f aiexused senator were
:'f ubl•l .aM they had made out a strong
.v 40se..: x r;

"MYnal'it•t •ts the shades of even
: idg 'Weresr deepening and the lawyeri
.-ad to draw into the circle of elec
.t, t. t ftrm above their table, Ilke

S' •tb.l •f•om the blue, Miss Pl-.nkei
- i-" k deownh the alTle and-took the
.'4la f fstnd. -
:w .meaidt tensely dramatic situan
"U1a4rcthen trial was at hand, and
lhdeuhaldusiy, this was felt by the

I:MatM'lut•asted spectator in the
'-earlW60m; At the state librarian

Wore to tell the truth-the whole
tr7d-t4th silence was .absolute.
Net a' juryman stirred .in his seat.

A •tepresmetaive of the people
:e tihee .co.nties of the State of
.1..iMlppt was on trial, charged
wtth'aseeptC g a bribe. The gov-
sieao 4 the state had taken the
skrsd agalast him, and the lieu.
tm•eie terno, Jointly accused,
had attempted to save him. Now,
'-il•fmtd' and couldent was point-
tag the aeuslag finger.Met two feet away from the wo-

•an in- the case sat the accused
legislator, $ushed to the roots of his
_pameibla* hair, and with his keen,
piSeetng eyes glued on the twelve
men In whom his fate is locked. It
was the first time he had showed
emotion.
Mnister Proved
iMfeuse Witness.

The one woman in Mississippi,
who could affectively support the in.
dietments against him, was baring
the alleged secrets to the jury and a
erowded courtroom.

A few minutes before he sat un-
moved, while the friend of his youth
eluassmte and former companion pil-
levied him before the world. All
the sacred traditions treasured up in
Mississippi college had been cast to
the wind when Rev. Homer H. Webb
a Baptist minister from Hatt'esburt;
told the jury the senator had talked
of the county bill and the use ofmoney even before the legisla'cure
eof 1912t met.

aiUse upon U a neels of thiseane the woman who had sa'id hehad told her all, and asked P er to
intereede with the governor in his
behalf and whom, she cWlams, he
threatened with a pistol.

Backed against the wall, ac.
erdling to her testimony., thrown

ant by his alleged false fr'ends,
it was to Miss Plunke ft Robbs
looked for sympathy at id advice.
She gave it freely and then aired
both sides on the stani I today.

Miss Plunket has be en state I!.
brarnan for the past f urteen years.
She is said to know m4,re about Mis.
sissippi polities than ~anyone else in
the state. About lier has been
wielded one of the bitterest politlenl
Sghts of recent timet. Miss Plunk-
ett Is the unofficial "Bunty" of Mia-
silsippi, and, it is i•t Id by Bilbo ad-

eroents. she has be(,n "purling the
strints" during the, present admin-
istration.
M"r Story Racks
to the Governor'q.

The story told by Miss Plunkett
tip W We wigth the

d' tcobi t his ii nt 'that she

had informed him Hobbs was going
to r::n away. She explained this
discireancy by saying the go;vfr•it:
had i:sunderstood her. She menu'.
Hobbs was about to leave Jackson.

Beginning by informing the jury
and the world in general that she
was the best friend the accused sen-
ator had, and that "she would rath-
er die than have to tell it all," Miss
Plunkett plunged into a thrilling
narrative of M'ssissippi politics of
the past year or two.

She knew Senator Hobbs was in
a "fix," although he hnd not told
her Just what it was. She want-
ed to patch it up in order to do
her friend a good turn, and spare
Mississippi another scandal. Pres-
sure had been brought to bear up-
on her to keep out of, the trial.
Some one who was in the court-
room when she was testifying, she
said, had warned her to keep her
mouth shut.

Last Sunday, the day after the
trial begun, she declared that
Senator Hobbs had come to her
home in Jackson, and pleaded and
then threatened, displaying a pis-
tol. But her hand was forced and,
reluctantly, she was "blurting it
all out."

The name of Miss Mattie Plunkett
was called just before 5 p. m. A
middle-aged woman, medium height,
of the build usually described as
mascular, with sharp, clear-cut face
and quick-moving falcon eyes behind
her rimless spectacles, took the wit-
ness stand. She was not apparent-
ly disturbed by anything she might
have conjured up as an ordeal, as
the average woman, does in similarsituations. She was mistress of the
situation and nobody knew it better

than aba AliA
Swears Hobbs Asked
Her to "See" Brewer.

"Do you know Senator Hobbs?'
she was asked.

"Yes," came the quick reply, with
a fleeting glance toward the senator
on her right.

"Tell the jury if you made any
engagement with Governor Brewer
to meet Senator Hobbs Thanksgiving
day, last."

"I asked the governor," Miss
Plunkett began, "if he'd seen him.
The governor had been sick and
could not see Hobbs. The senator
did not press me that day to asRaagn
an interview, but later I saw the
governor and he still was ill. T
blurted out, 'Hobbs wants to talk to
you.' The governbr began to say:

"'If he thinks Bilbo--' the gov-
ernor said. 'No, it isn't that,' I told
him. 'They have kicked him out
down there at the "Issue "OiBe."
He wants to see you.'

"Hobbs had told me they kicked
him out. He said it was some Me-
'difan influence," added Miss Plunk-

ett.
"What article was it they wanted

to publish that you told the govern-
or about?"

"The one Robertson (a Jackson
newspaper correspondent) wanted to
oublish about tohi Castleman mat-
ter."
Iobbs "Threatened
o Til the Truth."

"What effect, Miss Plunkett, did
!ohhr say the ar~ie,• would have?"

"That it rould throw the blame
ort: Mir:.

"'VI,.t did I-.,bbs say thel '
'That he would come ,':t in "i.eFicayane and tell the truth, thrre-t

te:ing them."

"Threatening to tell the truth?"
"Yes."
"Did you make any engagorawent

with Brewer?"
"Yes, I told Hobbs the governor

would see him," answered Miss Plun.
kett. "I had told the governor I
wished be would see Hobbs before he
gets away-not run away. I meant
Just out of town. The governor mis-
understood. You know how easy
these things happen. Hobbs was
Just going to leave Jackson. I also
told Governor Brewer Hobbs was
afraid the office was 'wired.' The
governor said there are no wires
here, and he talked in a most kindly
way about it, and said tq bring him
up."
"T-hreatened Me If
I Went On Stand."

"Did they meet?"
"Yes, It was near dark, and

they talked a long time. I was de-
lighted because I thought I had
patched up a political truce. I did
not know then about the indictment.
I would not • believe it any way."

"Had Hobbs ever told you aboutthe new county measure, and his and
Castleman's connection with it 9 "

"Yes."
"What did he tell you?"
"Well, it would take all evenint

to tell it. I never knew about an
money, any way."

"Did he tell you he was acting al
a detective ?"

"He might have been but he never
told me."

"Didn't he tell you he was caughn
red-handed?"
"Got Me," Hobbs
Quoted By Womas.

"I believe he said that they got
him."

"What efforts were made to keep
you fro, giving testimony about the
Goverrror's interview' with Hobbs?"
"S&me one in the courtroom right

now did not want me to testify.
AP.d at the time the Governor saw
-iobbs they didn't .want Bilbo to

'.-now about it."
Miss Plunkett then proceeded with

a lengthy statement of Hobbs' alleg-
ed confidences. They involved co'.-
fess'ons of his supposed desperate
straits, sate-wide polities and a figh•
to the death. The senator displayed
his pistol on several occasions, the
witness said. At the first time he
did not threaten to kill her, and she
was not afraid then.

"What happened last Sunday to
keep you away, M'ss Plankett?"

"Hobbs came to my house and we
were just as friendly as ever. But
we got into a scrap. He said. 'You
know you said you would bring the
governor out to your house,' and I
replied, 'You know the governor was
sick."

"What did he say about salary?"
"He said something about friends

and doing me politically and tying
up my salary. He showed me his
pistol then, and we had it out. I
gave 'bout goods's I got, I reckon.
when Swep. Taylor (Mayor of Jack-
son) came in. l9oth Swep. Taylor
and Hobbs were just as fair as they
could be, but it wa" a misunderstand-
ing all around. "'hat's all. I had
been in that secret c•aucus. you know,
and I had seen the launching of that
treasury scandal and I wanted to
spare Mtss'ss'ppi an other scandal."

"Did Hobbs make any confessions
to you?"

"So: what hi did tell me was In

their live suffering from the

effccts of ill fittingj.3 cheaply con-
structed shoc. They have bccome ha-
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confidence, and I'd rather die than
tell it."

"Did he tell you asout the meet-
ing in Vicksburg?"

"Yes."
Urged to Tell
All She Knew.

"He never made any secret about
it?" Mr. Cassidy asked.

"No."
"Did he convey in any way that

he was guilty?"
"Mr. Cassidy, he did not have to.

I knew behind it."
"Did he make any statement to

you?"
S"I think he said they got him, or

he got his foot in it. I didn't think
he sa!d anything about Bilbo."

"That is all he said from which
you have drawn your conclusions?"

"Was there anything else?"
"Well, he (with a nod of her head-

to Senator 'Hobbs, whose ears were
fiery red) wouldn't want me to tell
it." 9

"Tell it, Miss Mattle," urged thi-
district attorney.
Witness Forced
To tRet a Minute.

"Tell it," adaed Mr. Cassidy. et
tr.rrncy for the defense. Fr.rn this
poiitt the defense took the with". v.
-'he 'itness lownr.ed her voice avnd
:t was some moments before ',e
could muster up courage enough to
proceed. Up to this time she had
testified with the manner of the ex-
perienced politician. She had come
now to the most critical point in her
testimony.
Hobbs Sought Bribe,
Swears Miss Plnnkett.

Leaning out over the attorney's
table, in a voice scarcely audible
at the presstable a few feet away,
Miss Plunkett said in quivering
tones:

"Mr. Cassidy, it was over my phan ~
t'rac he telephored to Ca, 'm',. ""

A murmur ran aromn": tie court-
roc.m. It Rublul:deld (qui• Iy 'LS the
wutres was for a momeit at the
very center of the most sensational
trial Mississippi has known. She
was telling the jury that Senator
Hobbs telephoned from her house
within hdr hearing a proposition to
Steve Castleman at Belzoni. He was
opening the bribe negotiations, she
inferred.

"I repeat my question, Miss Plunk-
ett," Mr. Cassidy resumed.

"Give me Senator Hobbs' words if
there were any that he used in tell-
ing you about this alleged transac-
tion."
Wanted to Borrow
Money, She Says.

"Mr. Cass'dy," Miss Plunkett con-
tinued with apparent difficulty, "he
started out to borrow money from
Castleman to start a law office. He
said to me, 'Do you know where I
can borrow some money? Do you
think the governor would lend me
any?'

"He said they had the thing wired
and he walked right into it, and he
knew of dictaphone records in Chi-
cago and New Orleans and possibly
in the governor's possession." ,

"Did Hobbs ever draw a pistol on
you?"

"Not on me. It was like this.
He had a pistol in his h'p pocket. It
looked like he might shoot the gov-
ernor, as he said, 'I am in th's fight
to the death.' It looked to me that
if they met he would have shot the
governor. Hobbs was a desperate
man."

"'Did Hobbs ever threaten you?"
Displayed Pistol
to Her, She Says.

"He said they just chopped off lit-
tie heads like mine comin' and go-
in'."

"The second time I thought so.
I told Mr. Taylor that Hobbs showed
me his pistol twice. And all the
time I was his friend and was ready
to stand by him."

At this juncture the witness had to
pause for breath. She reached out
for a newspaper with which she fan-
ned herself nervously during the re-
mainder of her testimony. ,

"Did Senator Hobbs ever threaten
you?" continued Attorney Cassidy.

"He told me how his friend would
tear up my salary."

"Any personal violence?"
Good Thing Mayor
Came, She Declares.

"No; only the pisltol. I wouldn't
want more than a pistol after me."

"When Mr. Taylor came to your
home, how long did he stay?"

"A good while, and I want td say
that he was fair and square as could
be. He was perfectly lovely to me.
It was a good thing he came in."

i his concluded the testimrn.' offTr-ec oy the state in rebuttal, and aftec

waiting the com'ng of another ' t-
n•,• for half an hour the state an-o•unced, when he arrived, that they
woula close.

As Miss Plunkett was leaving thecourtroom she leaned over Lieuten-
ant Governor Bilbo, who had heardher story, and said in a stage whis-

,:er:

Liooaoye, governor. I qon t Knot
anything on you."

The lieutenant governor's only re
ply on this was:

"And she said she didn't want tb
talk."

When Senator Hobbs was seen af
ter the scathing arraignment, by hi;
former friend he shook his head an(
said:

"She was hysterical that day,
and ran about the room wringing
her hands. The idea that I would
draw a pistol on a lady; it is lire-
posterous. I would not think of
such a thing for a minute. If she
says anything like that she is
crazy."
Contradictory statements with re-

gard to an alleged political deal in-
volving Governor Brewer, Senator
Vardaman, Lieutenant Governor and
Judge Robert Powell, were made on
the stand in the Hobbs tr'al late to-
day by the latter two. An effort had
been made by the defense to show
the ex'stence of political malice on
the part of Governor Brewer in the
charges against Senator Hobbs, and
possibly a conspiracy.

Lieutenant Governor Bilbo told the
jury that Judge Powell, now report-
er for the Mississippi Supreme Court,
telephoned ihim some time last spring
and invited him to come to his of-
fice on an important matter. The
judge's automobile was sent for him,
it was added.
Powell Follows;
Close of Defense.

Th s important matter was an al-
leged deal between Bilbo and Govern-
or Brewer to effect, in a measure, the
elimination of the Vardaman oppo-s!t~on.

This was to have been effected.both Powell and Bilbo testified, byhaving the U. S. senatorial and the

state elections on the same day.
The senatorial election campaign.
would keep Vardaman busy.

Judge Powell was called by the
state as soon as the defense had clos-
ed its case.

He was not permitted to address
the jury, but he told the court that
Bilbo has solicited his good offices in
the matter of effecting the arrange-
ment between Bilbo and Blrewer for
their mutual advantage. .e denied
the proffer of his automobile for BIl-
beo to ride to the place of Tmeeting,
the ride Bilbo told the jury he did
not refuse because "no redneck re-
fuses a chance to ride in an auto-
mobile."

Incensed at this statement fromp
Powel, Lieutenant Governor Bilbo
gave out this statement during the
noon recess:

"Having just heard Judge Powell
testify to an mifamous political lie, I
have this 4to0 ay: that it is patent
on its face, which every man, wo-
man and chilid In M!asissipli knows,
that Senator Va'daman and myself
have been political triends ever since
I have been in the public eye, and
that there ceuid be no reason 'on
earth for rae to think hat SenatorVardaman dislikes me."

Replying to Lieutenant- GovernorB'lbo's car in regard 'to my testi-mony. Of course, I expected Bilbo
to deny what I said in regard to his
double dealing. I never knew acriminal yet who would o W -up to
his rascality when he wa. caughtred-handed. What I stated was the
truth and Bilbo Knows it.

"He knows that Senator Vardaman
has never had any use for hiu? since
he claimed to have been br' bed by
Dulaney, and yet did not tura. over
the money to the Legislative ,ia icus
when he knew that such a ot rse
would have elected Vardaman Ion he
next ballot.

"He knows that Vardaman know"s
that when he defeated the Appellate
Court bill, in the last Legislature
which Vardaman had endorsed, that
on the night after the defeat of th'e
bill he had a wine supper and glor' -
ed over the defeat of the White Chief.

"I was one of Senator Vardaman's
camnpaign advisors. Introduced hi-n
at his last speaking in the campaign,
have always been and am now hlssupporter and intimate fr'ond* and
think I know his feelings in the
matter.

"I have sent better men than T3ilbo
to the penitentiary when I was judge,
and I am not disturbed by his foul-
mouthed vituperations."

Lieutenant Governor Bilbo, when
shown Judge Powell's acrimoniolus
reply, made the following addition to
his statement:

"Brewer's graft agent, Judge Pow-
ell, in reply to my charge that he
lied when he stated today that I
was ever unfr!endly to Senator Vard.
aman or was such a fool as to desire
a combination with Brewer, who has
been dead politically since the Legis-
lature of 1912, proves conclusively
that he is not only, a liar but one
of the dirty conspirators to destroy
Bilbo in Mississippi politics.

"Powell.knows when I am Govern-
or of M!Wslssippi I will cut off his
graft. I will answer his specific
charges later. I am too busy just
now digging political graves and pre-
paring for the 'funeral of Brewer,
Powell and his whole damned politi-
cal family." -*

SHOW' THIS?.

We offer One Hundred Dollars
ward for any case of Catarrsi.tb
cannot be cured by -Hall.'s,..At
Cure.

F. J. CHENEY '& CO.,
Toledo, Ohio.

We, the: undersigned, have A~Pown
F. J. Cheney for the last i 5 years,
and believe 'him' perfectly hdbizIbble
in all business transactions and fl-
nancially $ble to carry out any bbli-
gations m4de by his Arm,
NATIONAL BK. OF COMMERCE,.

Toledo, Ohio.
Hall's Oatarrh Cure is taklen ~n-

ternally, acting directly upon they
blood and mucous surfaces of ;the
system. Tsetimonials sent free.
Price 75 cents per bottle. Sold by
all Druggists.

Take Hall's Family Pills for con-
stipation.

PARCEL POST.

Reduces Rate and Increases Weight
For New Year.

Packages Up to Twenty and Fifty
Will Now Be Cared For.

Effective Jan. 1, 1914, the reduc-
ed postageirates and increased weight
limit on phrcel post packages will oe
inauguratdd throughout the 'country.
Where foimerly shippers were =re-
stricted t4 11-pound packages, the
limit in t~q weight has now been
zaised to *0 and 50 pounds, the lat-
ter sized ipackages being admitted
as fourth-class mail matter in the
fi.rst and second zones. In order
that the public might become ac-
quainted vith the new rates, Post-
master A. IF. Leonhardt, of New Or-
leans, caused the following circular
to be prin ed:

Local ljate--Five cents for the
first. poun4 and 1 cent for each ad-
ditional two pounds or fraction there-

First wnd Second Zones-Five
cents for (he first pound and 1 cent
for each additional pound or frac-
tion thereof.

I Third Zone- Six cents for the f.rst
pound and: 2 cents for each addition.
al pound er fraction thereof.

Fourth Zone-Seven cents for the
" rast pound and 4 cents for each ad-

d. 'tional pound or fraction thereof.
fhi st pound, and 6 cents for each ai-

Fifth Z ne--Eght cents for the
diti onal pcaund or fraction thereof.

St 'xth Zope-Nine cents for the first
poun d and, 8 cents for each addition-
al po und or fraction thereof.

Soy enth Zone-Eleven cents for
first pc innd and 10 cents for each ad-
ditional' go nd or fraction thereof.

Eight it Zone-Twelve cents f r
the frst pound and 12 cents for eacn
additions . pound or fraction thereof.

Limit ,)tf weight to first and sec-
an4l zones,, fifty pounds.

Limit of -weight to all other iones,
t"enty pot taSls.

AN IDEAl tWOlMANW8 IArANI l

Who warts to take salti or e'oado
onl, when thj .re iS noth•ag1dttti'hth
Dr.. King's New , Li•e' 1I .'torn a•h
-owel troub les They act.geatly aui,

naturally c• s th, stomach ,and lver,
stimulate a!t id vegulate your 'bowil
and tone up :e ntrire s•sistfm.
Prce 25 ct*s. at all dr'rggists
H. E. Backl, M ? Co., Pbilsddplhua.r
Pf -.AI
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iefore J3ng~t an
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sum of ,$?i.; & q* r61- 5 w
rest had been ap nt I t
of little negroes; the t'Wi

'avrag p durc~hae
their share of the, ione.V
lice have the niia s oi the
panions, id theeir w
ed last atult.

3Mrp s Joueph (Clamed he
a -s ssateh .whillo ir was
.In KJlneu " ket ,ndst
and South Rbtertso sta
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it Ia the narket. The y
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UNA IR3# TO "TRim1
The Old Joke Abost "

as Good" joeua't A

You ha probaly h
of times the old story that -
store was a place to "get
Just as good." There is' at,
druggist in the woid that yO~
say this about:

It is certain that an lnte
will never be substitated, tfp 6
anteed one by City Drug 8t*i
for iistance a safe; reliable
for constipation nd liver trea
Dodson'us Lver Tone. This
vegetable liquid .has prove si
factory a liver stimulant andrl
of bllousness. nd, to' en;tire
the place of clomel Irithout
danger of restriction of babita.
diet, that there are dozens o.
arations springing up with tiof its claims.

But Dodson's ;iver Tone isk
anteed to do. all tat is ela 'd,it, and if you are not sat!s#edrl
It City Drug Stoae will habfnd
money back with a.smile, Any
son ggang to this store for •a
of Dodson's Liver Tone will bea
of getting a large bottle of tht 

-

sne remedy in exchange for ijs
ollar.-Advertisement,.

TWO SCALDED WH2
EXPOnDI.

Lake Charles, Dec. St.~~-T
were terribly sealde& and tW.
blown a distance of pI•habb• y
'feet, when the. engine' of extra

1~ . exploded on the ia ~
os "iter•.Railroad, twenty-4I

b' ot Lake Charles, at. tW
6'ho* last nigh The cause t
expl u n .is ,aant known, but sl

at o ing axde by the
a toda. The two I

cdm' i 4fe-l'bducto R., I.
ams tl Head 'Brakeman Glean
thro. .. Egineer D. L' Stone and
man Charlee Harnell were
great distanc d er d
*n up, but not intt:dN.


