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 EDUCATIONAL
. ENERYTHING

t?*mell and Culled from Various
Sonrces amd Comipented Upon,
by W. A. Bynum, Principal
Covington High School.

Iiteracy in Louisiama,

Recently the federal government

izsued a bulletin that showed Louisi-
ane at the top of the states in illit-
eracy. This ia not tha first time
that such a report has gone hroad-
cast over the land. While we ac-
knowledge that the report musi be
correct, we have a right to be proud
of the fight we are making to reduce
the iliiteracy. As the New Orleans
States says, It 18 régretable that equal-
1y 'wide circulation cannot be given
to!a bulletin of the Universty of
Virginia, contempor 16ly issued
in which Lousians is ehown at the
‘head of the Statea of the Bouth in
increase of appropriations for educa-
tional purposes dur ng the past dozen
years, The New York Times adds:
“Between 1901 and 1310 only two
southern states failed to rase thelr
school spproprigtions 100 per cent;
and Lou glana witnesged an increase
of about 250 per cent, or from $1,-
200,000 to $4,300,000.™
Commenting, the Btates says fur-
ther: *“Buch a statement is impres-
sive, and it is an earnest of the Lou-
islana gpirit in the matter of edu-
cational advancement. No people
are striving more sincerely to break
downf the walls of .Miteragy In their
midst; The task is a difficult one,
but it fg impossible to believe that,
so far as the whites are concerned,
the heavy expenditures we are now
making In the:pext few years will
‘1ift the State out of the unenviable
pos-tion in* which these ‘Eovernment

.atatisticg place her.”-

School dres 'and Entertsinments.
The Aledsindria Town Talk recently
sald:’  %“The midterm examinations

at the public schools, which were
.- completed yesterday, revealed a state
* of affalrs that will probably be a
* surprse to the parents of many of
the - fls. 1t iz stated by Prof.
Bra#ie, principal of the Alexandria
High ‘Bchool; that there is a notice-
able difference in the standing and
marks made by a number of pupils
that does not speak well for them!
He attributes the cause to the in-
. cresse in the number of gocial affa.rs
< thet age attended by these pupila.
. Jt is impossible for children to do
well in their studies at school if they
“have been -out half the night at a
.party or other gathering. Their
/. ‘recitation next day, as well as ther
. heayy and sleepy eveg tell the taje
all too well™
Covington might profit by the con-
. ditions in Alexandria. The school
<! board should fix a requirement for
the teachers that they do not attend
* entertainments or shows unleag some
. spec.al ocension during the week, no:
= have com .or callers. more than
- One night. 'his doecs not mean Fr -
. day, Baturdsy and Bunday n ghts.
- . Teachers should set the example.
.. While the time may be theirs when
. ot in school, their duties demand
‘hat they have a ¢lear brain and sane
emperament while teaching, which
they cannot have, if they have been
enterta.n ng or belng entertained t 1l
12. ‘And after fixing such a require
ment for teachers, a like require-
ment shonld be made for the pupila.
i . Children cannot do school work anu
| EO to a picture show every night.
Home Study for SBchool Children.
Recently State ; Superintenden:
Harris pent out a croular letie:
wherein he tersely assailed thosc
- teachers who “hear lessons” and le.
the parents do the teach:ng. Th«
letter magle no distinction in pupils,
. and.the writer of these notes wrotc
. him, expressing agreement in the
main, but taking except.on in th:
case of high school pup ls. Mr, Har
ris replied that he never had in. min.
the d.scouraging of home study b,
high school pupils. There iz on¢
thing certan as life or death, an.
that is, the average pup:ls canno
succesafuily accomplish the presen:
high &chool grades without more
study than he can do while at the
school house. He must either ge

up.oek @l s, work at home or.the |
lengtnened..: Gavg .
. ; by that at Coxington :

pupila.are dolog exira well witi.]
thg.n warl; Whils most. are pags'ne {

sehool, davage
other, solnels

thelr gradew, they are dolng so anc
that’s all, +High achool pupiis shoulc

- have it ap their daily tagk, five n'ghte

in the week to study not less that
two hours at home. High schoo.
puplls should learn how to maste
& subject alone. It teaches self-rel
ance and independence. There is n.
doubt that teachers are dong to:
much for them. Not hailf the pupil:
have the courage to tackle a new cas
in algebrs. They want their lesson:
glven them like medicine is given t.
bables, sweetened up. Then it has t.
be poured down a number. Child
ren are tired when school closes, an:
sbould do up ther choreg and get :
lot of fresh air and exercise. Afte:
supper, from 8 till 10, they shoul
study. It seems people can do bet
ter brain work at night. The gre:
masterpieces are night production:
nearly all of them. There is noth.n;
outside calling them from their wor:
—or there should not be. They ca.
concentrate the!r minds better, an
can learn about three legsons. The
with a ew ft review next day, the
can meet their ree’tationg prepare
Usually they have study periods &
school for the others not learned a
home. Some system I8 needed, an
the guicker parenta help it the bet
ter [or the pupils.
" Red Bchoolhouse Is New But & Men

ory.

‘The following from the Christix
Herald will bring up pleasant men
ories to the older readers; hui b
mast cases in the South the school
house was not red; not painted ai
all. Anyway the pleasant memories
still cluster about it:

“There are some today who car
look back with warm emotiong t
the life of the quaint red schoolheus:
which onee dotted the country. .

. few of these one-room halls of lear:
ing still Stand here and there.
© *Many prominent men and wom-
profited by the training of these p.
turepqre  educEdiooal  Towieione.
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fession today.

~ Louisiana
State Normal School

Natchitoches, La.
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The business of - the

I Normal School is to train
teachers. To this end the State
of Louisiana has equipped the
institation for thorough work.
The attention of parents is di=-
rected to the many inducements

" surrounding the teaching pro-
It is one of the
most inviting fields open to
‘young men and young women.

3

State

Here we were taught the three R's
and the rudiments of other branches,
ibe master formed the young m nds
utrusted to his care with the aid cf
se bireh rod, the dunce ap ana
iher prumitive equipments.

“The science of the pedagogics of
se period was largely based upon the
xineiple that “to spare the rod was
o spo.} the chlld.,”” It was the day
i singing geograpby and the speil-
-E bee. Handwriting and literary
.yle wag formed upon the old-fash-

aed slate, Long before the days
! hygienic equ.pment the water sup-
iy consisted of s pall from which
i1 helped themeelves with the same
-Iner.

“The modern school is a vast ad-
ance over the methods that wWerc
mployed :n the 1ttle red schoo:
«nd yet the*“wider use of the nchus
tant,"” which would make it the cen
«r of community activity for ¢iv.C
elfare, {g only the develepment ai
2r all of the educational systein
vhich had its first expression in tla.
e small, one-room, poorly equ.p
ed, unlovely but greatly loved | tiic
<d school house.'

_ . . The Thres R's.

The New Orleans T.mes-Demoucral
‘culd have us return to the “‘goou
& ways,” in #o far as enuphseizing
ag three R’s goes. And experienc.
sarhes ug that the position of thai
aper is correct. The public echoo.
as been repeatedly assailed for mou
oneching spelling ani arithmetic. 1,
( 3 charged that these subjects, ihe
| ssentials, are too much negiected
| i »r.ter acknowledges that the as

.sal.on {8 just. Whils they hav=

¢ tadly crowded by other sub-

. t3 being introduced into the vour:-
3. cnitng short the tinie to Le §.en
+ 1Leee subjects, th-r2 !s no doubt
at that the teacbers have grown to

nsider them of less importance than
ey really are. By all means speil-
«& should be emphasized, and taught
arourhout ell the grades, The

mes-Democrat po.nts out the re-
val of interest in speling in the
ew Orleang tity achools, and men-
ons the plans of the author.tiea
were of g.ving arithmetie like em-
hasis by institut.ng annual eon-
sts in that subject as la now ma.n
a ned in spelling. There iz no dounb.

!'this being & wise movement. Anc
' . other R, reading, is lLkely too
.uch mneglected these days. Goou
:aderg are scarce. This may be ex

sined by say'ng that the good, ol
astom of family reading has passe.
way. Every member now wanis t.
;ad for himself, hence ] ttie ineen-
ve is offered the pupl to aspire ic

come a good reader.

The revival in gpelling !s not con
ned solely tpo New Orleans, but i
s almost natlon-wide. Bince Mi
Lopsevelt failed to fix the phonet.c
aethod of spell.ng, the country seciic
.0 have accepted the old or long Way
3 firmly fixed (which it is, no doubt)
nd schools have gone to work to
eally teach spelllng. Friday after-
von spelling bees are hard.to beat.
Jternate them with liteary prograius
or Friday afternoon, and ¥ou have
rofitable exercises for that particu-
ar hour, when children’s m:'nds neec

For circulars, catalog, and other information, address

'V.- L, ROY_, PreSident

Attacking the Public Schools.

Every now and then some per.od -
cal jumpa onto the public gchools for
laxity, shallowness, or something.
The severest non-gectarian sources
#eem to be fashlon or women's peri-
odicals. A few years ago the Deline-
ator was about to deatroy the pub-
tic schools. Men prejudiced aga.nst
the public gchools were seen going
around with one of that publicat on
in his pocket as if it was finel au-
thority on everything educational.
He reminded one of an old woman
trying to dec.de on a new style_of
petticoat. Then the Ladies Home
Journal a year or two A0 TAn a se-
ries of articles attacking the publie
achoolg from start to finish. It even
aaid that giving the pupls examina-
tioné was the most absurd thing on
earth. The absurdity of course comeg
n the statement itsell. Now, the
cictorial Review I8 go.ng to tell us
ali about the public echools, and ie
Eomg to do better than the others.
it .B going to offer cures. Don't you
Jnagine gome enterprising druggist
w.ll patent the rece.pts and seli them
w.ith the “Great Awmerican Fraud”
cure-alla?

All these articles have some ele-
ment of truth ip them, No one
knows the defects of our public
achool system better than the school
people. Thre fan't the fixednesg we
all would like to have. But how can
there be in this aw.ftly moving age?
Whare ia dhere any fixedness in any-
thing? New invent.ona are patent-
ed and installed thig year to be super-
seded next. Bo .t is with text-books
and methods. It is a sign of pro-
gress. We would be foolish to expect
everything else to advance and our
school affa rs remain at a standstill.
Be assured of one thing: Our lead-
ers in educational thought have theur
ears to the ground and the:r finger:
on the public pulse., They will g ve
us what the times demand, if tie
country just didn’t run off and-leave
any plan before it could be inatalle.
Moral Training in the Public Schoo

One of the common cr.ticisms ¢as.
&t the publ ¢ achools Is that it neg
iects moral training. The writer o
ihess comments acknowledges tha.
he 18 just old-timy endugh to believe
n the B ble, and there is one passag:
.n that work that he particularl.
I.)kes. It says, “'By thelr fruits y¢
shall know them,’ wh ch means &
him to judge & thing by its frui;
by its product. It ls & prefty good
rule, if .t does come out of the Holy
Word. And so far as he has been
able to observe, it appears that where
the public @chools have made the best
progress and are better established,
the morals are away yonder higher
than where the public schools have
made but poor headway. If anybody
doubts ths, let h m or her imvesti-
gate for himself. There is one thing
that public school teachers stand for,
and that 's moral conduct among the
puplla, They try to eliminate cheat-
.ng on examinations, and will not
knowingly accept any work not hon-
estly done; tarough the text booka or
hyg'ene excessve use of aleohol &
wagrned against; we have never
known a teacher to inculcate bad hab-

change from the routine clams

its; through well selected l'terature
l,.n.._._._

eral reading, a pure lHe s held out
-aa the proper one. ' Apd the teacher
whose example 1s immaorg] doeg not
last long. So it s our honest opin on
that the crit.vism that the public
echool doeg not atand for the highest
morals {8 unjust. Facts do not bear
olt the accusat.on, .

Anyway, deapite the criticisms from
Ivarions quarters, the public schools
{are increaging in efficlency and popu-
larity every day. If the trend seems
to be towards greater immoral ty, you
will have to find some other cause
to charge it to. Public school people
declne to bear the responsibility.
Impeachment of Our High Schools.

Frequently we hear the high
achools impeached for mot teaching
the practical things of life, As else-
where admitted, there may be some
ground for the cr ticism, but hers are
some things worth considering: A
year or two ago the government pub-
lished a bulletin wh.ch cited that the
average income of the farmer who
had a high school education was
eeveral hundred dollars ($450, we
think) greater than the ncome of the
farmer without ag good an education.
In other words the farmer who has
completed a h gh achool course earns
$450 per year more than the farmer
who has not. Again, some statistics
gathered by a young lady of Homer,
La., régarding her home high school
ia t¥pical of elsewhere. Upon care-
ful investigation she found that the
men and women who were graduates
of the high school were earning $22
'per month more than those who had
'quit school before finish:ng. Many
wers fillng positions of honor.
Again she found that not a graduate
Was unemployed; every one was n
producer. - She found that the atrest
loungere were of those who had stop-
ped out of school.

We venture the stgtement that like
conditions may be found In every
town that maintaing a high school.
The young men who atick to theTr
athools t'1l the course 1g finished have
learned wvaluable lessons, how fo
atudy, self-reliance, independence of
thought, and they have had ther
ambition quickened. They usually
make useful men. The girls make
noble, useful women, leaders of so-
clety of the right sort, home-makers,
wives and mothers who are a cred t
to thelr towns, state and nation.

Battle Ship Schools.

Secretary of the Navy Danlels has
imued an order provid ng for da’ly
instruction on each battleship, the
period to run from 1:15 to 2:30 p.
m, The teacher will be the officers
of the ship, usually the ensigns.
The commanding officers are nstruct-
ed to increase the hours of school so
far as practical, and to encourage
¢lnsses for night echool. Th's course
of Secretary Daniel has two attrac-
tive- feptures: first, it shows the
young men who enlist in the navy
are to be properly looked after, ahow-
ing that Uncle Bam has the wellare
of his employees at heart; second,
4 acknowledgea that academic in-
strucilon makeg better sold’ers.

It is hard to find aay line of work
-n which men or women with academ-
fc education cannot excel their lese-
favored co-workers. Even there Ia

the “Knighty of the Road"” are tanght

the tricks of the “‘profession.” We

have schools for everything. And

a8ll mx in 8 certain smount of “book

learning."”

Parents' Censoring Thelr Children’s
Reading and Entertainment.

An exchange remarks that when
parents select the reading and enter-
tainment for their children, a saner
attitude will have been reached. As
to the reading, with no Intention of
cast ng any reflections, numerous
parents are not capacitated to select
reading for their children., The “yel-
low bagk™ book may be the cream
of literature, as all of the beet books
Are bound in cheap material, after
the copyright expires. So the bind-
ing Is ne guide. Fortunately the
beat literature has been selected,
adopted and graded by our State De-
partment of Educat'on, snd parents
should require ths children to read
a8 much of the adopted read'nge as

requires a certain amount before a
diploma will be issued. Every teach-
er ls required to have a course of
study, wherein Ig listed the books
to be read. Parents should buy these
books, or some of them, for their
children. They are adopted with a
vlew of profitable enterta’nment for
the child. They cover ‘the entire
field, as. biography, history, travel,
adventure, invention—-things that ap-
pedl to the child. Yet very little “ro-
manes” ig Included in the list.
any, it ig such a chaste, high-toned
nriure as awaken the noblest senti-
ments, not the glekly, love-scik sort.

As to the entertainment of the
children, parents ghould know some-
thing of the nature of the show he-
fore letting thejr children go. And
it children are trained to read the
right kind of books and attend the
r'eht k'nd of entertainments, and are
reared in proper atmosphere at home,
there i3 no reason for their not grow-
ing up pure, noble-souled men and

wWOonen.
Latin in Schopl

Laiin seemg to be the terror of
the average school boy and girl, But
s small fraction of high school pup-
ilg 1ika it, and a mumber mortally
despiga t. While we would have it
different, and can see much good in
the study of that subjeet, the child-
ren do not,see any good in it and it ie
8 hard matter to get them to study it.
The main trouble with it is that Latin
ig just hard. It requres hard work
to get it and most ch'ldren haven't

_[the vim or something to master it.

Many pupils quit school before they
T T P T T e

they can. The high school course.

Ir

finish the ninth grade, because they
have fafled in Lat‘n. The guestion
is, what are we going to do abouc it.
The State course of atudy provides a
remedy. For boyg a commertial de-
partment may be substituted for Lat-
in. Of course, girls may take that
too. And a department of home eco-
nomics may be gpdopted for giris. A
ttudy of either for three terms, as
required for Latin, may be substitut-
ed, the same credit towards gradua-
tion beipg gven. And after all the
i fine mental train'ng that Latin gives,
Ithe beautiful go-and-80's connected
with that language, wouldn’t the
commercial and domestic sclence de-
partment be of more practical use n
real life? Thig writer llkes Latin;
he agrees on every good point men-
tioned by the devotees in ita favor.
But the guestion bobs up, we must
substitute something else for it or
the high schoolg will not meet the
purposes for which they are main-
tained. It ghuts out more boys and
g:rls than any thing else, Of course,
hoye and girla ought to study it and
all o’ that, but they just won’t; so
thero you are.

“NEUTRILITY" TOWARDS THE
_ SCHOOL.

Teachers, did you ever hear this:
“Well. I don’t hear any kick, and
as long as you don’t hear any in this
town, you may consider yoursell do-
Ing all right, I reckon.” If it were
not for the injurious effects of this
intente mumness towards a school, t
woiuld be rather amusing. Perhapa
half the schools In Lou alana that are
running smoothly have not been the
subject of & favorable remark that
reached the teacher’'s ear. We gl
boost our air and water and town
and nation; we find favorable things
to 22y of our ministers, our grocers
and our everything else except our
school. The teacher works and she
knows she ig haying a good school
but if she saye 80 she '8 afraid that
the patrons will not agree with her
and will make sure it is a g'gn she
wants her job again. So the scheol
.runs on, unboosted, the children zet
‘the notion it has no friends, the
teacher just knows every body is se-
cretly opposing her and are just iteh-
‘ng for the session to close so they
can hand her her “walking papers,”
and sure enough the schoola goes to
smash, all on account of the ever-
lasting mumnpesgs, the lack of a little
-boosting.

Patrons, trusees, there ig no neu-

trality towards the echool. 17 43
don’t know whether it is running
not, go and find out. Visit the go
If it i=n't, mee 1f you can help i
r-ght. If you heve not the ability gy
tell, then boost it. That mumasss
depressing, st
A lot of people might think f¢ Eogd
policy just to play mum i wehpoy
in_out, then either ship or re-slect the
teacher. It ig fine pollcy, it Fou fumt
naturally want to ship her. Ang that
kind of poley precedes the shi :
In fact you are helping fust ag hard’
83 you can to wreck it. That seess
un(t]rue. perhaps, but it lsn't, i
ne morning 1 got up hefor i
scheol and sald:  *'Children, I :n:: !
¥You, as well as the teachsrs, liks to
hear your school well spoken of. §
heard some good news this morning.
I heard & very intelligent lady say
that we were having & geod melost,
She’s in & position to judge, top, sad
capable of it."” 1t seemed to do tha
youngsters & lot of good and they
seemed to start in with & new zes].
Poor things! I never told them the
lady never had & child ui any schosl
and that I knew she just did it wist,
the hope of encoursging me. :
Remember when you boost the
school a little, the teacher g not
taking it all to herself. You sreen.
courag ng your children; yon are
boosting them; you are boostiag
yourselves, In & sense; you are awak.
ening in the children s new comd-
dence “in their teacher, filling her
with a gzreater determination, throw-
ing » little dash of sunlight Inte her.
work. Thers 8 a great deal of some- -
thing like Christian Sclencs in sehnel
affaire. Say you have a sorry sehool
and you will have it; say you have
& good one, boost it, and It will be
good. And then if you can’t see any-
thing at all tving of some favor-
able comment, then kick for all you
are worth. Put some splee and gin-
ger io it. Don't play mum. Favor-
able comments made on your sohos}
is not a seniiment; it is the way to
get results; it's business; it Is nes-
eBsary. ;
Teachers, whatever you do, doa't
knock your school or vonr papils.
Boost it on the atreets, in pubdtic.
Don't knock an Individual puopn,
where you have no business. 1t deeg
not do @ bit of good, but dowm do.
considerable harm. Don't bs a
knocker, enyhow. Learn to speak
well of people, especially your pupils,
If your patrona won’t boost, thdm
boogt for them.
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" SUITS
TIES

HATS

New Orlesns Office: 124 St Charlos St Phone Maia 3873

To visit the greatest and only gen t’s,aﬁd boys’
furnishing store in St. Tammany Parish. Just
received the new spring styles of

SHOES ' ... SHIRTS
BELTS SUSPENDERS

Sole agent for Curlee’s suits and
pants, Hanan shoes, “Everwear”
hosiery for men, women and
children, Lion Brand shirts and
collars, John B. Stetson, Falcon
and Fawn Brand hats, Newport
and Lion brand overalls, with o

‘'withoyt aprons. '

ool o) sy ewiden-

Ao 1o Fpivago & Bive sk, whiss

“WETMOON" RAIN COATS

Do not stick or crack. - Made iﬁi%ikiﬁg‘"ﬁr 1
riding coats, with sleeves or cape and 1

pants and jacket suits.




