
EIDUCATIONAL,
EVERYTHING

eIIped and Culled from Various

Soarnes and Commented Upon,

by W. A. Bynum, Principal

Covington High School.

Illiteracyl in LouIslana.

Recently the federal government
issued a bulletin that showed Louisi-
ana at the top of the states in illit-
eracy. Ths is not the first time
that such a report has gone broad-
cast over the land. While we ac-
knowledge that the report must be
correct, we have a right to be proud
of the fight we are making to reduce
the illiteracy. As the New Orleans
States says, it is regretable that equal-
ly 'wide circulation cannot be given
to a bulletin of the Univers ty of
Virginia, contemporaneously issued,
in which Lousiana is shown at the
head of the States of the South in
increase of appropriations for educa-
tional purposes dur ng the past dozen
years. The New York Times adds:
"Between 1901 and 1910 only two
southern states failed to ra-se their
school appropriations 100 per cent;
and Lou.slana witnessed an increase
of about 250 per cent, or from $1,-
200.000 to $4,300,000."

Commenting, the States sags fur-
ther: "Such a statement is impres-
sive, and it is an earnest of the Lou-
isiana spirit in the matter of edu-
cational advancement. No people
are striving more sincerely to break
dows the walls of .llitera~y in their
midst. The task is a difficult one,
but it is impossible to believe that,
so far as the whites are concerned,
the hears .expenditures we are now
makinag •-1 the 4xt few years will
lift the .'tate oaut of the unenviable
pos:tion ,*n which these 'overnment
.statisti cpace her."
School l ;and Entertainments.
The 4"A leria ,Town Talk recently
.said: ."The midterm examinat'ons
at ii6 :4iublic schools, which were
complet .. yesterday, revealed a state
of affairs that will probably be a
surpgaig to the parents of many of
the .b ilts. It is stated by Prof.
Br •t principal of the Alexandria
WIgh`Iehfool, that there is a notice-
able 4dterence in the standing and
marks made by a number of pupils
that does not speak well for them.
He attributes the cause to the in-
crease in the number of social affa.rs
that are attended by these pupils.

",. It is impossible for children to do
. ell in their studies at school if they
have been out half the night at a

*. party or other gathering. Their
'recitation next day, as well as the r
heavy and sleepy eyes tell the tale
all too well.'.

Covington might profit by the con-
ditions in Alexandria. The school
board should fix a requirement for
the teachers that they do not attend
entertainments or shows unless some
special occasion during the week, not

'have copapey or callers more than
one night. T'his does not mean Fr -
Sday Saturday and Sunday n.ghts.
." chers: should set the example.
While the time may be theirs when
Iot. in school, their duties demand
that they have a cleys brain and sane
temperament while teaching, which
they cannot have, if they have been
enterta:n ng or being entertained t.ll
it. And after fixing such a require-
ment for teachers, a like require-
ment should be majde for the pupils.
Children cannot do school work ane
go to a picture show every night.

Home Study for School Childreh.
Recently State i Superintendent

Harris sent out a circular letter
wherein he tersely assailed those

Steachers who "hear lessons" and le,
the parents do the teach:ng. The
letter msle no distinction in pupils,
and.the writer of these notes wrote
him, expressing agreement in the
main, but taking except.on in tht
case of high school pup Is. Mr. Har-
ris replled that he never had in. min
the d:scouraging of home study b.
high school pupils. There is oac
thing certa n as life or death, an.
that is, the average pup:Ils canno
successfully accomplish the preseni
high school grades without mor-
study than he can do while at the
school house. He must either ge
up~iplosbt b5•l•,orJck at home .or.,tnt
schpo.j 4avYe eagtoenea.,: LaUg:nn
othtJa]ehgt P by that at Coxlngton
lI pupilt.Ane dtaguestra well mAEti7
tb.lr pi While smOst..are pu s as-
their trades, they, are doing so onc
that's all. ,High schoot pupils shoulk
have it as their daily task, five n:'ghtr
in the week to study not less that
two hours at home. High schoo,
pupils should learn how to masete.
a subject alone. It teaches self-rel
ance and independence. There is n.
doubt that teachers are do ng to,
much for them. Not half the pupil:
have the courage to tackle a new case
in algebra. They want their lesson
given them like medicine is given tk
babies, sweetened up. Then it has t.
be poured down a number. Child
ren are tired when school closes, an<
should do up their chores and get
lot of fresh air and exercise. Afte:
supper, from 8 t:ll 10, they shoul
study. It seems people can do bet
ter brain work at night. The grey
masterpieces are night productions
nearly all of them. There is noth.n,
outside callinig them from their wor.
-- or there should not be. They ca,
concentrate their minds better, an
can learn about three lessons. The
with a sw ft review next day, the
can meet their rectations prepare
Usually they have study periods a
school for the others not learned a
home. Some system is needed, an
the quicker parents help it the bet
ter for the pupils.
Red Schoolhouse Is New But a Men

or7.
The following from the Christ!s:

Herald will bring up pleasant ment
ores to the older readers; but ii
most cases in the South the school
house was not red; not painted at
all. Anyway the pleasant memories
still cluster about it:

"There are some today who cat
look back with warm emotions t
the life of the quaint red schoolhouse
which ice dotted the country.
fetw of se one-room halls of learL
hg stil R~ ad here and there.

"Many prominent men and womn
profited by. the trsaining of these p'
thrague l oedcatbel ibiou

Louisiana
State Normal School

Natchitoches, La,

The Pusiness of the State
Normal School is to train

teachers. To this end the State
of Louisiana has equipped the
institution for thorough work.
The attention of parents is di-
rected to the many inducements
surrounding the teaching pro-
fession today. It is one of the
most inviting fields open to
young men and young women.

For circulars, catalog, and other information, address

V, L, ROY, President

Here we were taught the three R's
aind the rudiments of other branches.
i'he master formed the young m nds
,itrusted to his care with the aid of
,ae birch rod, the dunce cap an(
Sher prrmitive equipments.

"The science of the pedagogics of
-e period was largely based upon the
:Zinciple that "to spare the rod was
o spo.l the child." It was the day

singing geography and the spell-
. g bee. Handwriting and literary
.yle was formed upon the old-fash-
ned slate. Long before the days
hyg:en;c equipment the water sup-

ly consisted of a pail from which
.il helped themselves with the same

-pPer.
"The modern school is a vast ad-

ance over the methods that were
uiployed :n the l-ttle red schoo:

.nd yet the'"wider use of the bchoo.
iant," which would make it the cen
:r of community activity for civa.
lelfare, is only the development at
ir all of the educational systemn

ihich had its first expression in thla.
Mrme smbll, one-room, poorly equ .p
ed, unlovely but greatly loved I ttkl
-d school house."

Thbe Three R's.
Thq New Orleans T'mes-Democrae

:.ou!d have us. rctumr to the "goon.
w ways," in so far as eruphasizin.

1

.•e three R's goes. And experielc.t

.a' hes us that the position of that
.aper is correct. The public ecboo.
as been repeatedly assailed for not
.,ac"hing spelling ant arithmetic. i,
. charged that these subjects, the
esentials, are too much neglected
he. v trtr acknowledges that the a,
.sMt.on is just. While they bIarl
cn ladly crowded by other sub-
i ts being introduce'i into the cours-

i. ctt ng short the tnime to be I,., en
, tLsee subjects, th. rv is no doubt
ait that the teaebers have grown to
nsider them of less importance than

iey really are. By all means spell-
ig should be emphasized, and taught
arourhout all the grades. The
mes-Democrat po.nts out the re-
val of interest in spell ng in the
ew Orleans city schools, and men-
ons the plans of the author:ties
sere of giving arithmetic like em-
hasis by institut.ng annual con-
sts in that subject as is now ma.n

a ned in spelling. There is no doub.
this being % wise movement. Ana

.e other R, reading, is likely toc
,uch neglected these days. Gooa
faders are scarce. This may be ex
dined by saying that the good, ohL

istom of family reading has passe.
way. Every member now wants t.
-ad for himself, hence l.ttle incen-
ve is offered the pup I to aspire tL
come a good reader.
The revival in spelling is not con

ned solely to New Orleans, but i.
s almost nation-wide. Since Mi
.oosevelt failed to fix the phonet.c

nethod of spell-ng, the country seems
.o have accepted the old or long wa)
s firmly fixed (which it is, no doubt)
ad schools have gone to work to
eally teach spelling. Friday after-
oon spelling bees are hard. to beat.
.lternate them with liteary programs
Jr Friday afternoon, and you have
rofitable exercises for that particu-
ar hour, when children's minds neet

change from the routine class

Attackiag the Public Schools.
Every now and then some per.od -

cal Jumps onto the public schools for
laxity, shallowness, or something.
The severest non-sectarian sources
seem to be fashion or women's peri-
odicals. A few years ago the Deline-
ator was about to destroy the pub-
lic schools. Men prejudiced aga.nst
the public schools wgre seen going
around with one of that publicat on
in his pocket as if it was finel au-
thority on everything educational.
He reminded one of an old woman
trying to dec.de on a new style,of
petticoat. Then the Ladies Home
Journal a year or two ago ran a se-
ries of articles attacking the public
schools from start to finish. It even
said that giving the pup-is examina-
tions was the most absurd thing on
earth. The absurdity of course comes
.n the statement itself. Now, the
'ictorial Review is go.ng to tell us
all about the public schools, and is
going to do better than tne others.
.t . going to offer cures. Don't you
.magine some enterprising druggist
wall patent the rece.pts and sell them
w.th the "Great American Fraud"
cure-alls?

All these articles have some ele-
ment of truth in them. No one
knows the defects of our public
school system better than the school
people. Thre isn't the fixedness we
all would like to have. But how can
there be in this sw-ftly moving age?
Where is 4here any fixedness in any-
thing? New inventions are patent-
ed and installed this year to be super-
seded next. So ,t is with text-books
and methods. It is a sign of pro-
gress. We would be foolish to expect
everything else to advance and our
school affars remain at a standstill.
Be assured of one thing: Our lead-
ers in educational thought have their
ears to the ground and their fingers
on the public pulse. They will g ve
us what the times demand, if the
country just didn't run off and leave
any plan before it could be installe.
Moral Training in the Public Schoo

One of the common cr:ticisms car.
at the publ c schools is that it neg
iects moral training. The writer o:
these comments acknowledges that
he is just old-timy enough to believE
n the Bible, and there is one passage

.n that work that he particularl.
lIkes. It says, "By their fruits yr
shall know them,' wh ch means to
him to judge a thing by its fruit,
by its product. It is a pretty good
rule, if :t does come out of the Hol)
Word. And so far as he has been
able to observe, it appears that where
the public schools have made the best
progress and are better established,
the morals are away yonder higher
than where the public schools have
made but poor headway. If anybody
doubts tha, let h m or her investi-
gate for himself. There is one thing
that public school teachers stand for,
and that is moral conduct among the
pupils. They try to eliminate cheat-
ing on examinations, and will not
knowingly accept any work .not hon-
estly done; tarough the text books on
hyg'ene excessive use of alcohol is
warned against; we have never
known a teacher to inculcate bad hab-
Its; through well selected lterature

Iml <4W _itag me agt e te'-

eral reading, a pure 11ie is held out
-as the proper one. .And the teacher
whose example is iamora does not
last long. So it is our honest opminon
that the cr:t:vsm that the public
school does not stand for the highest
morals is unjust. Facts do not bear
out the accusat.on.

Anyway, despite the criticisms from
various quarters, the public schools
lare increasing in eflciency and popu-
larity every day. If the trend seems
to be towards greater immoral ty, you
will have to find some other cause
to charge it to. Public school people
declae to bear the responsibility.
Impeachment of Our High Schools.

Frequently we hear the high
schools impeached for not teaching
the practical things of life. As else-
where admitted, there may be some
ground for the cr ticism, but here are
some things worth considering: A
year or two ago the government pub-
lished a bulletin wh.ch cited that the
average income of the farmer who
had a high school education was
several hundred dollars ($450, we
think) greater than the income of the
farmer without as good an education.
In other words the farmer who has
completed a h gh school course earns
$450 per year more than the farmer
who has not. Again, some statistics
gathered by a young lady of Homer,
La., regarding her home high school
is typical of elsewhere. Upon care-
ful investigation she found that the
men and women who were graduates
of the high school were earning $22
per month more than those who had
'quit school before finish:ng. Many

were fillang positions of honor.
Again she found that not a graduate
was unemployed; eirery one was a
producer. - She found that the street
loungers were of those who had stop-
ped out of school.

We venture the statement that like
conditions may be found in every
town that maintains a high school.
The young men who st!ck to the r
schools t:ll the course is finished have
learned valuable lessons, how to
study, self-reliance, independence of
thought, and they have had the r
ambition quickened. They usually
make useful men. The girls make
noble, useful women, lealers of so-
ciety of the right sort, home-makers.
wives and mothers who are a cred t
to their towns, state and nation.

Battle ship Sehools.
Secretary of the Navy Dan:els has

issued an order provid'ng for da'ly
instruction on each battleship, the
period to run from 1:15 to 2:30 p.
m. The teacher will be the officers
of the ship, usually the ensigns.
The commanding officers are "nstruct-
ed to increase the hours of school so
far as pract.cal, and to encourage
classes for night school. Th'a course
of Secretary Daniels has two attrac-
tive- features: first, it shows the
young men who enlist in the navy
are to be properly looked after, show-
ing that Uncle Sam has the welfare
of his employees at heart; second,
it acknowledges that academic in-
struction makes better sold'ers.

It is hard to find any line of work
In which men or women with academ-
ic education cannot excel their less-
favored co-workers. Even there is

. kmp b waui t arse.

the "Knights of the Road" are taught
the tricks of the."profession." We
have schools for everything. And
all mix in a certain amount of "book
learning."
Parents' Censoring Their Children's

Reading and Entertainment..
An exchange remarks that when

parents select the reading and enter-
tainment for their children, a, saner
attitude will have been reached. As
to the reading, with no intention of
cast ng any reflections, numerous
parents are not capacitated to select
reading for their children. The "yel-
low bask" book may be the cream
of literature, as all of the beet books
are bound in cheap material, after
the copyright expires. So the bind-
ing is no guide. Fortunately the
best literature has been selected,
adopted and graded by our State De-
partment of Educat'on, and parents
should require the children to read
as much of the adopted readings as
they can. The high school course
requires a certain amount before ai
diploma will be issued. Every teach-
er is required to have a course of
study, wherein is listed the books
to be read. Parents should buy these
books, or some of them, for their
children. They are adopted with a
view of profitable entertainment for
the child. They cover "the entire
field, as, biography, history, travel,
adventure, invention-things that ap-
peal to the child. Yet very little "ro-
mance!' is included in the list. If,
any, it ai such a chaste, h!gh-toned
nature as awaken the noblest senti-
ments, not the sickly, love-scik sort.

As to the entertainment of the
children, parents should know some-
thing of the nature of the show be-
fore letting their children go. And
if children are trained to read the
right kind of books and attend the
r!ght k'nd of entertainments, and are
reared in proper atmosphere at home,
there is no reason for their not grow-
ing up pure, noble-souled men and
women.

Latin in Schdol.
Latin seems to be the terror of

the average school boy and girl. But
a smsall fraction of high school pup-
ils lina it, and a number mortally
despise it. While we would have it
different, and can see much good in
the study of that subject, the child-
ren do not, see any good in it and it is
a hard matter to get them to study it.
The main trouble with it is that Latin
ie just hard. It requ'res hard work
to get it, and most ch'ldren haven't
the vim or something to master it:
Many pupils quit school before they

finish the ninth grade, because they
have failed in Latin. The question
is, what ere we going to do about it.
The State course of study provides a
remedy. For boys a commercial de-
partment may be substituted for Lat-
in. Of course, girls may take that
too. And a department of home eco-
nomics may be adopted for girls. A
study of either for three terms, as
required for Latin, may be substitut-
ed, the same credit towards gradua-
tion being given. And after all the
fine mental trainang that Latin gives.
the beautiful so-and-so's connected
with that language, wouldn't the
commercial and domestic science de-
partment be of more practical use in
real life? This writer likes Latin;
he agrees on every good point men-
tioned by the devotees in its favor.
But the question bobs up, we must
substitute something else for it or
the high schools will not meet the
purposes for which they are main-
tained. It shuts out more boys and
girls than any thing else. Of course,
boys and girls ought to study it and
all o' that, but they just won't; so
there you are.

"NEUTRILITY" TOWARDS TH~I
SCHOOL.

Teachers, did you ever hear thos:
"Well I 'don't hear any kick, and
as long as you don't hear any in this
town, you may consider yourself do-
ing all right, I reckon." If it were
not for the injurious effects of this
intense mumness towards a school, t
would be rather amusing. Perhaps
half the schools in Lou siana that are
running smoothly have not been the
subject of a favorable remark that
reached the teacher's ear. We all
boost our air and water and town
and nation; we find favorable things
to say of our ministers, our grocers
and our everything else except our
school. The teacher works and she
knows she is havng a good school.
but if she says so she 's afraid that
the patrons will not agree with her
and will make sure it is a sign she
wants her job again. So the school
runs on, unboosted, the children get
the notion it has no friends, the
teacher just knows every body is se-
cretly opposing her and are just itch-
ng for the session to close so they

can hand her her "walking papers,"
and sure enough the schools goes to
smash, all on account of the ever-
lasting mumness, the lack of a little
boosting.

Patrons, trusees, there is no neu-

trality towards the school. il
don't know whether it is runnlan
not, go apd find out. Visit the
If it isn't, see if you can help i1
right. If you have not the abiiie
tell, then boost it. That mumu2i4
depressing.

A lot of people might think it tgne
policy Just to play mum till sehoel'•
is out, then either ship or re-ele t
techer. It is fine policy, if yoa Suit
naturally want to ship her. And that gkind of pol ey precedes the shipp
In fact you are helping just as hbatit
as you can to wreck it. That 4sis;untrue, perhaps, but it Isn't,

One morning I got up before my
school and said: "Children, I know."
you, as well as the teachers, like tohear your school well spoken of. I
heard some good news this' moranint
I heard a very intelligent lady msy•that we were having a good ,bosfe
She's in a position to Judge, too,-and
capable of it." It seemed to do tbs
youngsters a lot of good, and the•seemed to start in with a new seal.
Poor things! I never told them the
lady never had a child ni ay school,
and that I knew she just did it with
the hope of encouraging se.

Remember when you boost the
school a little, the teacher is not
taking it all to herself. You are eg.
couragsng your children; you are
boosting them; you are boosting
yourselves, in g sense; you are awak-
ening in the children a new coal-
dence in their teacher, filling her
with a greater determination, throw-
ing a little dash of sunlight into her,
work. There is a great deal of some-
thing like Christian Science in sehoel
affairs. Say you have a'sorr sehoel
and you will have it; say you have
a good one, boost it, and it will be
good. And t~n if you can't see any-
thing at all dhrving of some .favor
fable comment, then kick for all you
are worth. Put some spice and gin-
ger in it. Don't play mum. Pavor-
able comments made on your sohoel
is not a sentiment; it is the way to
get results; it's business; it is as
essary.

Teachers, whatever you do, doa't
knock your school or your pupirs.
Boost it on the streets, in publie.
Don't knock an individual 'pupil.
where you have no business. It doss
not do a bit of good, but de do,
considerable harm. Don't be a
knocker, anyhow. Learn to speak
well of people, especially your pupils.
If your patrons won't boost, tk••

boost for them.

FRANK PAT.ECEK
UP-TO-DATE..
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You ARE INVITED
To visit the greatest and only gent's.and boys'
furnishing store in St. Tammany Parish. Just -
received the new spring styles of

SUITS HATS SHOES -•SHIRTS
TIES BELTS SUSPENDERS

Sole agent for Curlee's suits and
pants, Hanan shoes, "Everwear"
hosiery for men, women and
children, Lion Brand shirts and
collars, John B. Stetson, Falcon
and Fawn Brand hats, Newport
and Lion brand overalls, with or
without aprons.

"WETMOON" RAIN COATS
Do not stick or crack. - Made t t lkht.for

riding coats, with sleeves or cape and
pants and jacket suits.


