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When the lions sniffed aerid
§ smoke the two of them fell to roaring

. thunderously.  They rearsd and b
tempied to climb the ladder, only w0
il back jarvingly. The ran nup and
down the ball, strock with that fnborn
forror of fre. They dared not de
il ecend im face of that lurld smoke;
) which rose from that sparkling magle!
[ which they had feured since the he|
ginning of time. i

Alas, Kathlyn could bave descended |
now without fear of the beasts mo-:
lesting her; but it was too late. Finally
she threw down the trap and the.
smoke cleared g little, but the inferno |
below went on erackling merrily. :

The houses on each side were singlo
storied.  Ehe would bresk every bomre
in her body if she jumped. Thera were
four veriridges in the revolver. She
held it in ber hand and studied it in &
curicugly detached manmer. She could
face wild beasts, men, steel, and lead;
but fire, the most horribls of all tor-
tures, - Why hadn't she killed
him as be lesred up at her from tha
Eireet?

Four cartridges, thres for help and
one for herself If help came pot. She
ralsed her arm and fired thiee shots
with intervals between thwt might
suggest a call for aid. Then sihe moved
to the farthest end of the parapet,
farthest from the smoke and. the fire.
Suddenly the roof shook and guivered
&3 if an sarthquake had distiarbed the
foundations. She understood. The low-
er staircagse had toppled.
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Kathlyn Resoued From the Filre.

ors and cast the contants inte kis
face. “Fira, fire, sud death!” ghe
shrilled st him. y

The dogohe brought the man ont of
his stupor.

“Fire? he repeated.

"Comal”

‘This tima he followed her doctlely,
wiping bis face on hia sleeve.

Thay heard the groat shouting in
thes sireet, tut did not tarry te learn

.

| the trembling bearer he sald: “Lead

| Even then her body touched the street

) - :
Bruca ssized him by the shoumider.
*"What is that?"

“The white goddess, sahih! Hhe in
on the roof of a burning house. Durgs
i | Ram, iny master, set fira to it. He is

drank and biding in a house pear by."

“The man is mad,” declared the
colomel. “Kit would oot have lowt her
way this far. He is lying. Hs wanie
money.”

Ahmed spoke. The bearar Pell upos
his knees.

Three shots, at Intervals!

The colonel and Bruce stared into
each other's eves.

“God In heaven!" gosped the eolo
pel; “these are revolver shota!”

“Bring the net!"” shouted Ahmed. To

us; we follow. And if you have
spoken the truth you shkall not only
have your freadom but rupees for your
old ago.”

A Hon's net 18 & heary affair, but
with the ald of the keepers the men
ran 28 quickly and lightly as if burden-
less. Smoke. Thera was a fire. The
"hearts of the white men beat painfully.
And the seme thought occurred to
bath of them; they should have gone
to Ramabal's homea flrst, then turned
their attentlon to the lions. And Ume
baila was hiding in & houses necr by!

‘Well for them that they eniered the
doomed quarters as they did. Kath-
iyn saw them, and the muzzla of the
revolver which she was pressing to
her heart was lowered, the wempon
{taell slipping from her hand to the
roof. God was not going to let her
dis Hke this,

*Bpread out the mnet!” commanded:
Bruce. “Kathlyn, can you bear me?”
he shouted, cupping his hands before
his mouth. Faintly he heard her ro
bly. “When I give the word, jump. Do
not be afrald.”

Eathlyn stepped upon the parapet. A
great volume of smoke obscured het
for & moment Out of the windowa
1he vivid tongues of fmmee darted,

‘her oourage snd wsitéd for ibe call
«of ths man she loved. Inside a floor
gave way with & crash and the col-
isteral walls of the bullding swayed
‘ominously. A despaliing roar accom-
‘panled the thunder of falling beams.
‘The lions had gons to their death.

-J'm’!’l . i

Without hesitaticn EKathlyn fung.
herself into space. A murmur ran

fashing upward. Ghe summbdned s47

| cazignal bit of vandalism had marked

touched her forohead with his g =~ |

“And pow,” sald the oclomel "the
king!™ S

Bamabai’s head sank

“What 15 the matter? Is he dead?”

“It 1 knew that” saswersd Rame
bal. “I would rest contemt”

“But you wmsareched the rayal
prisca®

“And found pothing, nothing!™

“Whet do you belleve?”

“I bellove that either the Coumoll
or Umballa hag forestalled ws. Wa
shall visit the Council at onoe. Thep
are priconers. If they have had ma
hand in the discppearsace of the king,
then we sre facing a stone wali oves
which we cannot Isap For Umballe
hes fled, wither no ona knows, snd
with bim has gone the secret. -Oome,
%o shall go at once bo the palace
Prison. |

The Counoll which had rulsd so long:
in Allaha wes very Mumble indesd
They hed !mpréeccad the king be
critso he kad givea meny evidences of
menigl nnkalance. Perhaps nawisely
they had proclaimesd his death. Durga
Ram had discovered what they had
done snd had held it over their headlr
like & mword blade. That the king was!
not in his dungeon, why and where!
for, was beyend their knowledge,!
They were in the power of Ramabal} |
let him werk his will upon them. They
had told the truth. Ard Romnabaid, !
much a5 ha' detesied tham, belicved|
them. But for the present it was res|
quired that they remzin Incarcerated;
till the king was found, dead or alivs !

In the palace seldicrs and servants|
alike had alrendy forpotten Umballa.:
To ther: it was as if he had not ex-.
isted. ANl in a fow Lours. There was,|
Lowsyer, ona man who did pot forget
Upon & certein day Umballa had care-
lesaly suved his life, and to his bone|
factcr he was now determined to de
vote - that life. Thiz.man was the mee
jordomo, the <chief servant in the
king's housshold. It was not that be
loved Umballa; rather than he owed’
Umballa & debt and resclved to pay it

Two daya luter, when the fires were
extinzuiched and the ponulace had set-
tled back into its former habits, thiy
majordomo betook himself to Ume
blla’s hovga. It was well guarded,
and by men who had pever been closa
‘10 Umballa, but had slways balonged
{0 the diseatisfied section, the frankly
and openly mutirous section. No!
bribery waza possible hers; It_lmt.[
noth'ng short of & fabulows sum of!
money would dleiodge thelr loyalty to
Ramabal, now the comstitutional re-
‘gent.  No one could leave the. houss
or enter It without serstinty and quas-
tion. b g
Tha sérvants end the women of the
senanas remalned undisturbed. Hama-
bal would have it so. Things had been
put in order. Thore had pot beem
mach damaze done by the lootera on
the day of thoe revcli. They had looked
for tressurs merely, and ounly sn oc-

their pathway. :
On the pain of death mno solifer
might enter the houee.

through the crowd, which had f;fr the
moment forgotten its own denger in
the wonder of this spectacls. The men
holdlng the net threw themse}es
backward as Eaih'yn siruck the mesh:

cobbles and sbo mew bmised und

shaken severe y. Twi, O, alive, alive!

There rose the sreat shouting whisk
Umballa and the dancing girl had
hisgrd,

Shortly after the bouse pollapsed.
m fire spread to the hausey on seck
Bruoe seised the beargr by the arm..
*"Now, the house which Umba s ed-
hred!” : :
Eagerly snough the alave diriwited
Mm.  For all the abuse and beat iDES
the slave was to have his hour. But
they found the houss empty except .OT
a chattering monkey and a screamiz\§
parrakest, both attxched to pedemtsd
perches. Brace liberatod them and re-
| tarned to the colonel. .

The majordomo was permitted to en-
'tgir without duestion; lie passed the
guards humbly. But once inside, be=
yond observation, he became a dif
ferent man. For In Umballa’s houss,
as In Hamszbal's, there were secret
chambers, and today the majordome
enterad one of them—through & panel
concealed behlnd a hanging Ispshan
TUg. N

On tha night after the revolt, U~
balla, sober apd desperate, had slank
back disguieod as a candy seller.
Tha houze waz not gunarded them, se
he hed uno dificulty in gaining admits
tance. Put he had to goin entranos
(hroush a windew in the zepana: He
wouid not trust eilber bis servanim

his slaves, or hia chief ewnuch. To
the women of his oivn zenana he had
‘always been carelessly kind, and wonr
an are least hribable of the two sexea.
. D'mbella entered at once his secrst

"Gone! Well, let him hide fn the
Jungle, a prey to fear and humger.
At Icast we are rid of him But I
shall die unhappy if in this iife we
two fail to meet again. Kit!"”
“John!" She withdrew from her
father's srms and sought thoge of tha
man who loved her and whom shae
Icved, as youth will and must. “Let
him go.. Why should we care? Takae
me to my sister.™

Ahmed smiled es he and his men
rolled the net. This was as ft ahoold
be. For what mun was a better mate
for his golden-haired memsahib? And

vorbal message to the majordoma, -
w.th the reault that each day .Iu
les Tned whzt was taking place in the !

choked 8 little.
he had spent mauy pleasant hesurs lo-

_Play and in war, shared éan ger and |

bread and glory, all of wh ich was'
written in the books of the B ritish raf
in Calcutta,

It was the ‘will of Alleh; thers was
but ome God, and Mahome it was his

what had caused it.

Ona of Umballa’s bearers, upon real
izing what his master had done, had
Tun down the atrect for ajd, He had
had two objects in view—to save the
white goddess and to buy his freedom.

A fow bundred yards away, In an-
other street, the colonel, Bruce, and
Abhmed wore dragging a net for the
purpose of laying it for a Hon at bay
in & blind alley. Into their presence
ruched the wild-eyed bearer.

part of the bazasrs bed fled inside Efa__vg the white goddess!” he criet

happy reunion: and on her |
dita confessed to her lord
ghe had been to Chrigtiap 4
8he bad fallen from graes
reverted to the old custer
: race, (0 whom. suicide wm

prophet.. Then Ahmed dis misyed Lal

At Ramabai's honco the ro was &
tnees Pun-
how mear
lamnation.
: she had
ns of her
1 not sin.
arms and

bad his revenge; nnd more tian this,
he iras confident when the time came
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At ﬁ‘.a_mﬁn}u pel's bungaiow thera was
rejoicing. Ramabal bhad written that
since the king could not be fouund he
would 'head the provisional govern-
ment ag regent, seerch for and arrest |

mbaila, snd at ehy time the Celonsl !

hib  eipnifed would forndsh  him

» a iresty escort to the railway, |

e doys' Journey away. He added,

owever, that he hoped the Colonel

Sabib wouwld bs good encuzh to Te
main till order was catabligshed.

The majordomo countrived to tarry
ong enodgh to overhear aa much of
ihe cpuversation a3 needed—for ha
anderstood  Boziish—and  then  re-
:irned to the ity to cErry the news
:0 Emballa. To him Umbaila gave &
white powder. -

*Tonicht, you sa
% banquat?’

“Yes, huzaor? ;

“Well, pat this in bis cup and your
ohligation to me ia paid.”

The majordomo stared a long ‘time
at -that Uttls packet of powder. A
cold sweal formed upon his brow un.
1or his tarban, : i :

“Well ™ sald Umballa, ironically.

“Huzoor, it i3 murder!” -

TUmbsHa shrugged and held out his
hard for the packet. :

The majordomo ewallowed a few
‘imes and bowed his hoad. "It skall
%0 done, buzocr. My life is yours to
do with s you picase. I have said jit.”

"Begone, them, sud bring  me {lic
naws on the morrow that Ramabal is
doed. . You mbone know whera the king
1, Should they near the hut in which
I have bidden him, see that he &
killed. He 13 aleo uaselcss.”

The majer  domo deparfed with

¥, Ramabal gives

teavy heart. Ramabal was an honest |

man; but Purge Ram had spoken.

At the banguet, with its quail and
phensant, ite frolts and flowers, iis
rare plates &nd its rarer zoblets for
the light ‘wines Ligh eastes permiited
themselves occasionally to drink, Ra-
mabal toyed idly with his goblet and
thoughticanly pushed it toward Kath-
iyn, who sat at his right. R

Imbued with a sensa of gratitude for
Ramabai's patience and kindness and
assistance throungh all her  dreadiul
ordeals, Kathlyn aprang up suddenly
sud witkout looking reached for what
she supposed to be her own goblet, but.
inadvertently her hand came in con-
tact with Ramabai's. Whot she had in
mind to gay wa3s never spoken.

The majordome stcod appalled. This
wongerful - white woiman. over whom
tlie gods watcked as they . watched
the winds and the ralus, of whom he
liad not ‘dared speak to Umbzila, Shet!
No! He saw tha: he himsell must
‘die. He seized tha pgoblet eére it
reached ber Lopa, drink, snd flung it
naidle emply. Wy
far thure
poirons U

chamber, and food and waler wors |
brougid, one of the women acling a8 :

‘guards grrived, and Umballa know not '

bow long h'e might have ~to walt
*Through one ¢t the women he sent B

palece. 8o they huried for the king?

E'e was very well sutisfied. He bad '

he woull alse gain his: liberty. He
had a ransom to pay: the King him-:[
gelf! : |
Now, then, Bamsbal felt it incume

then he thought <f Lal Singh, r;nd hé hent on hiin to hold a banguet in ihe domo explalned the' method of
For Lal Bingjh and ' palzce, thare to state to his friends, | ine the secret chamber.

native and white, just what he intend- i

sober cceaslon he gat in the throne
room before & desk lictered with docu-
menta. As ho ficished writing & nols
he summoncd the majordomo.

“Hova this dleliversd at once to Hare
Sahik, whom §'ou will 8nd at his bun-
galow ouigide ‘the city. Tell bim also

. Bingh and the past from b i thoughts, (hat he must be present’ tonight, he,
after the philosophical ma niper of the' 4ig friend. snd his doughters. It 1e
Aslatie, and turned to the: more vital
affairs under hand.

of vital importance.™
Pundita, who was staring out of the
window, ieraed and asked her lord
what he semdinyg the Colcpel Sae
hib bat lie odald noc. give him at the
banquetl. it
" s aurprise, an acroeabls surprise”
The majordomo cocked his sars; but |
SEzagal paild nowhing mWEm

A

1z majordomo by the
\2gn, end it was meant

1 tell 53 1 pm dying!™
sirapce tale of Imisplaced
tude, but it was pe
And - when fhey

aratl
sriental

lsarned that Umballa was hidden in

his own housa and the king in a fut
autside the city they knew that God
was Just, whatever hia prophet’s name
might be.  Boefore he dled the major-
enter-

Thé guail and phoasant, the fruits

gether. They had worked togisther i o tn do. .And on’ the night of this 'aad wino remained untouched. The

- thougkt of this before! ;
| they hated Ramabai, who in religion

. laka eventually to the Brlu_l_lt__.

hall become deserted almpst imme-

diately. To the king first; to the/
The Vmhalla should pay bhis -

king!
debt. 4

They found ihe poor king in the
hut, in a pitiable condition. He laughed
and babbled and smiled and wept as
they lod him gway. EBut in the secret
chamher which was to hdve held Um-
balla there was no living thing.

For Umbzlia had, at the departure
of ihe majordomn, conceived a plan
for rahabiliteticn so wide in its rami
fications, so powerful and whelming,

{hat nothing could siay it once it was

get in motion.  The priests, the real

rulers of Asia; the wise and patient)
|'murug, who held the most oompelim&[ _

of &il scoeplers, supersiition! Dloubls
feol that he had been not to have
He knew that

was an outcast snd a pariah who

" worahiped but a single’'God whom none

hed ever scen, of whom no idol had
been carved and set up in & temple.
Euperstition?!
Umballa threw off his robes and
donned hia ¥ seller's tatters, left
being questioned by
rd, and sought the

tezne, eternal dam-
wn' And this iy why

CHAPTER XXl
Aliztz's Real King Kilted,

't of the temple Umballa
a smail chamber which
the Uriests when they de-
it or converse privatsly,
often. The burning temple
briss emphasiced the dark-
he room rather tham dis-
it A shadow occaslonally Bick-
‘throuph the amber hase—san ex-
ng bzt. A dezen or more priests
cd-in one of the dim cornery, from

| which their own especial idol winked

at them with eves like ocoals blown

upen, The Krishna of the Ruby eyes,
an idol-kpown far and wide but seen
by tew. i

In the temple itself there was &
handful of tardy worshipers.” The
hent of the cendies, the smell of the
eternal lotus Dower and smoking in-
cenze gilcks mada even the huge vault
stifling. Many of the idols were be-
jeweled or patched with bemten gold
leat, snd many Lad been coveted by .
wandering  whiie men, whe, whem
their ‘endeavor became Imown, dis-
appedred mysteriousiy and wora na_“r’
more knowa in the haunts of men.

A man in tgtters appeared suddenly
in the preat srched doorway. His tar:
ban came down almost to his eyes |
end a neckrloth. covered his mouth.
ALl thar could ‘be seon of him in the
matter of countenance wag a pair of
brifliant eyes and pre r ntae. He
threw a cuick, plercing glance ‘about, .
assured bimself that such devolees g
he sow were harmlegs, then strode
boldly It burrledly toward tha resr
chgmber, which he entered ' withont
ado. . Instontly ihe indignant priests
rushed toward him to expel im and
give him a ue-lash lor his %
pudence, when
#nd-they hehold uponafinger o gres
Ereen stons, They stopped as sud-
denly as. thiough thcey bed met an fo-
visible elegirie curpent.

The curtaln fcll’behind the man In
tatters, and bo rémained motionloss
for a cpace, 'A low rmiurmering among
the pricsts ensucd, =hd presently one
of their aumber — the youngmst, -
passed out aud stationed himaeit be.
fore the curtain. Not even a privileged -
dancing girl mizhi onter mow: 5

The man i taiiers stepped forward
He became tho center of the group
his gestures’ were quick. tense, an:
thoritailve. At lensth priest turned to

tha wrinkled faces became’

ad gtille smiles, Sy
wess,”! said the cldest, “we.

bad thought of this, but you did not.
meke us your confidgant. 2 e

“7ill ‘an hour gone 1t had not oe
curred te me: - Shall Ramabal, thes,
hecome yYour master, to set forth the)
propaganda of /the infidef?” 0 -

“No!” ' The word was not spoken J
tcudly, but sibllantly, with something
rescmbling a hiss: “Nel e

“And shall 2 king who has no d,
no: will, no strength, resume his aw
therity? Perhaps te bring mgm_.ﬁn,
people into Allaka, perbapa to give Al-
T

Again the negative,
" “But. the method?” ; i

‘Tmhzlia gmiled. “What brings the
worshiver hera with candles and flow- -
ers and incense? Ia it love or rews
erence or superstition?™ e £

The bald yeliow headds nodded
porcelain wandarins, et e ]
. “superstition” went on  Umballs, )
“the gword which bends the knees of
the layman, bag and. always will
through the sgzes!™ ; ;

In tha vault onteide a bell tinkled,
a gong boomed melddiously.

Woen I olve the sign,” coptinued
the schetoer,' “declare tho curse upon
all thes2 who do not bend A word
from your lips, and Ramabai's troops. .
vanigh, reforny, and become yours and
mine!” 3 i

“White the king lves?” asked the
chief pricst curiously. HLIE

ke

“Ak!"  And Umballa smiled
“But you, Dirza Ram?”
“There 13 Ramabal, & senlle kiag,
and 1. Which for your purposes will
you choose?” ;
There . was '@ conferonge. The
' priests’ drifted away from” Umbalis
He did not stir. His mien was proud
anid houghty, birt for all that bis knees
ghook and his beart thundered. He
understood that it was to be all or
notling, po middle course, no hall
methods. He walted. wetting his
craclked lips and swollen lips. ‘When
the priests retirned to bim, thelr
heads bent before him e litthe. B

(Continued on page 8.)




