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lIttle

.'Lstea to me, Durga ,Ram; teach h
me again and you shall die! Can you
not see I am tiring to save yog be-a
cane my sister so wills it? The fre
will spead, r the wind hit risen.
What! At I one oif yor slaves that
you lift your hand against met" She
voened a bowl containing seme flow. "
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Kaly Rn o acued From the pire. r:be.
Sand ast the contents into his for

face. "ire, re, and beath!" she the
hrilled at him. chy
The douehe brought the man out of he

his stapor. get
Thre?" he repeated. p Il

"Come!" bre
This time he followed he dneeelol, wri

wiping his face on his sleeve. in I
They heard the great shouting a I'

the street, but did not tarry to learnj but
what had eaused it. pro

bne ao Umbalia's bearers, apon real. 8in,
Iiag what his master had done, had afti
run down the street tor aid. He had Ausi

had two obfecte in view-to ave the air
white goddess and to buy his treedom. A

L tew hundred yards away, in an- hap
other street, the colonel, Brace, and dit
ABmed were dragging a net for the she
prpose of laying it for a lion at bay She
In a blind alley. Into their presence reov

rushed the wild-eyed bearer. 1 rac
Bare the white goddejal" he erle& Bs.

r3,-slg

re Bruce seized him by the sboula.

aI "What is that?"ag "The white goddess, mahib! She is
Id on the roof of a burning house. Darg
4 Ram, my master, set ire to it. He is

drunk and hiding in a house near by."0s "The man is mad," declared the

4 colonel. "Kit would not have lost herie way this far. He is lying. He wants
d money."

an Ahmed spoke. The bearer fell upon
4 his knees.
4 Three shots, at intervals!

r The colonel and Bruce stared into

e each other's eyes.
i. "God in heaven!" gasped the colois nel; ".those are revolver shots!"

ie "Bring the net!" shouted Ahmed. To
e the trembling bearer he said: "Leadt. us; we follow. And if you have
i. spoken the truth you shall not only
* have your freedom but rupees for your
o old age."

s A lion's net is a heavy astair, but
? with the aid of the keepers the men
e ran as quickly and lightly as if burden-i. less. Smoke. There was a fire. The

r hearts of the white men beat painfully.
e And the same thought occurred to

,. both of them; they should have goned to Ramabal's home first, then turned

L their attention to the lions. And UmnU 

balls 

was 

hiding 

in 
a 

house 

near 

by!

Well for them that they entered the
doomed quarters as they did. Kath.
lyn saw them, and the muzzle of thei revolver which she .was pressing to

t her heart was lowered, the weaponi itself slipping from her hand to the
a roof. God was not going to let her

t die like this
k "Spread out the net!"' commanded 1

Bruce. "Kathlyn, can you hear me?"
he shouted, cupping his hands before
his mouth. Faintly he heard her re.
bly. "When I give the word, Jump. Do
not be sfranld"

Kathlyn stepped upon the parapet. A
great volume of smoke obscured her
for a .moment Out of the windows I

the vivid tongues of. names darted, I
Jlshing upward. Shesumnmkned aUl
'her courage and waittd for the cull '
of the ian she loved. Inside a floor 1
gave way with a crash and the col-
lateral walls of the building swayed-
eminously.' A despaing roar accom- I

eanled the thunder of falling beams.-
The lions had gone to their death. 4

"Jump!" 1
Without hesitation Kathlyn iung

herself into space. A murmur ran I

through the crowd, which had for the
moment forgotten Its own danger in 1
the wonder of this spectacle. The men I
holding the net threw themseo aes
backward as KathvyP struck thee.midh.1
Even then her body touched the street A
cobbles and Oal' , ea bruised and 4
shaken severe: y, but, 0. .live, alive!

There rose the great shoutrag which
Umballa and the dancing girl had
herd.

Shortly after the hose gollapeed.
The •re spread to the hease. on eash

Brace seised the beare by the armn t
"Now, the house which UVmba.la es t
tered!"

Eagerly enouag the slave dirt'wed
him. For all the abuse and beat tnge I
the slave was to have his hour. But I
they found the hbouse empty except . tor I
a chattering monkey and a sereamhtt :
parrakeet, both attached to Dedestati
perches. Brace liberated them and re-' e
turned to the colonel. ,

"Gone! Well, let him hide in the I
Jungle, a prey to fear and hunger. -
At least we are rid of him. But I "
shall die unhappy if in this life we :+
two fail to meet again. Kit!" v,

"John!" She withdrew frOm her v
father's arms and sought those of the le
man who loved her and whom she pi
Icred, as youth will and must. "Let
him go. Why should we care? Take hi
me to my sister." h,

Ahmed smiled as he and his men h4
rolled the net. This was as it should h:
be. For what man was a better mate se
for his golden-haired memsahibT And
then he thought of Lal Singh, rnd he bi
choked a little. For Lal Sinfrh and pr
he had spent many pleasant he urs to -
gether. They lad worked tog, uther in 3,
play and in war, shared dan ger and ,a
bread and glory, all of wb Jch was r
written in the books of the B ritish raj a
in Calcutta. h

It was the will of Allah; there was
but one God, and Mahom. t was his .
prophet. Then Ahmed dis missed Lal g
Singh and the past from h a thoughts, t
after the phloeophihcal ma warer of the h
Asiatie, and turned to the maore vital o
afairs under habd.

At Ramabal's house the re was a ,
happy reunion; and on her 1 mees Pun- g

dtfa confessed to her lard how near
she had been to Chrlistian 4 lamnation. I
She had fallen from grace ; she had
reverted to the old custem ns of her
race, -to whom. euicide w s not sin.lwtmlan l f•.le, in hi. arms and

touched her forehead with ki Ug
"And now," said the oolemel, "

king!"
Ramabai's head sank.
"What is the matter? Is he dead
"If I knew that," awered Bam•

bal, "I would rest conteat"
"But yeu searrhed the read

prison?'
"And found nothing, nothsgl'"
"What do you bslie've?
"I believe that either the Coab

or Umballa has forestalled us. We
shall visit the Council at oance. They
are prisoners. If they have had no
hand in the disappearasee t the kin,
then we are facing a stone wall oves
which we cannot leap. hFr Umballs
has led, wither no one knows, ad
with him has gene the secretS t om
we shall go at onae to the galace

Sprison."

p The Counoil which had ruled so Iae
In Allaha was very umable indeed
5 They had Impdeonad the kin be
cause he had giver miny evidoenees o
mental unbalance. Perhaps unwteel
they had "proclaimed his death. Durg•'
1 Ram had discovered what they had
done and had held it over their heads
like a sword blade. That the king was
not in his dungeon, why and where.
for, was beyond their knowledge.
They were in the power of Ramabal;
let him work his will upon them. They;
had told the truth. And Ramabal,
much as he detested them, believed
them. But for the present it was ry
quired that they remain incarcerated
till the king was found, dead or alivr

In the palace soldiers and servants
alike had already forgotten Umballa.
To them it was as it he had not eo
isted. All in a few hours. Threre was,
Lowever, one man who did not forget.
Upon a certain day Umballa had care
lessly saved his life, and to his bnea
factor he was now determined to de
vote that life. This man was the ma
Jordomo, the chief servant in the
king's household. -It was not that he
loved Umballa; rather than he owe4
Umballa a debt and resolved to pay it.

Two days later, when the fires were
extinguished and the populace had seu
tied back, into its former habits, this
majordomo betook himself to Urn.
blla's house. It was well guarded,
and by men who had never been close
to Umballa, but had always belonged
to the dissatisfied section, te fmrankly
and openly mutinous section. No
bribery was p)ossible here; at least,
nothing short of a fabulous sum ot!
money would dislodge their loyalty to
Ramabal, now the coastttptional re
sent. No one could leave' the haae
or enter It without soratatys ad qru
tion.

The servants and the women the
senanas remained undisturbed. Ltamea
bat would have it so. Thing, had beei
put in order.' There had not bees
much damage done by the looter, on
the day of the revolt. They had looked
for treasure merely, and only an o-
casignal bit of vandalism had .sked
their pathway.
Oa the pain' of death, no soldle

might enter the house..
The majordomo was permitted to em.

trr without question lie passed tbh
gu.airs humbly. But once' inside, be.
yond observation, he became a d'l-
ferent man. For in Umballa's boaes
as in Ramabai's, there were secret
chambers, and today the majordomo
entered one of them-through a panel
concealed behind a hanging Ispahan
rag.

On the night after the revolt, Uma
balla, sober and desperate, had slunk
back disguised as a candy seller.
The house was not guarded then, s
he had no dif.culty in gaining admit.
tance. But be had to gain entranme
through a rietac in the zecana. He
dould not trust either his servarn

his slaves, or his chief eunuch. To
the women of his own zenana he had
always been carelessly kind, and won'Sn are least bribable of the two sexes.

'Umballs entered at once his seoret
cha~tber, and food and water were
brougrt, one of the women aeting as
bearer, on the morning after the
geards ardyed, and Umella knew not
bow long 'e might have 'to wait.
'hrough 'one c'f the women he sent a
vrbal message to the majordomo,
w.th the result that each day he
le a'ned what was taking place in the

pal ace. So they huntted for the king?
I'We was very well satisfied. He had

had his revengei and more than this,
he ras confident when the time came
he voulht hlso gain his liberty. He
hid a ransom to pay: 'tfhe king him*--
self!

Now, then, Ramabal felt it inem-
bent: on hhn to hold a banquet in the
palace, there to state to his friends.
native and white, just what he intend-
ed to do. And on the night of this
sober occasion he sat in the throne
room before a desk ii.tered with docn-
ments. As he finished writing a note
he summoned the majordomo.

"Have this 4!elivered at once toHare
Sahib, whom y'ou will ind at his bun-

galow outside :the city. Tell him also
that he must ,be present tonight, he,
his friend, and his daughters. It is
of vital importanuce."'

Pundita, who was staring out of the
window, tnrned' and asked her lord
whait he •v•a; s.ie•: the Colonel Sa
bib hat he conm nc. give him at the
banquet.

"A surprise, an azreeable surprise."
The majordomo cocked his earp; Ibt

ltamalz palnQlhbing a4in

lb
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Is I Will T•ll All. I Am Dyingl"
Ls At the coloners bungalow there was

- rejoicing. Ramabai had written that
.i since the king could not be found he

L' would head the provisional govern-
i7 ment as regeut, search for and arrest

4. L-mb :la, and at any time the Colonel4 Sahib signified would furnish him
a with a trusty escort to the railway,

Sthree days' journey away. He added,
I owever, that he hoped the Colonel

SSahib would be good enough to re-
. main till order was established.

4 The majordomo contrived to tarry
.ong enough to overhear as much of

t ihe cpnversation as needed-for he

Sanderdtood English-and then re-
1 :urned to the city to carry the news

, :o Umballa. To him Umballa gave a
F white powder.

e "Tonight, you say, Ramabal gives
a banquet?"

"Yes, huzoor."
L "Well, put this in his cup and your

obligation to me is paid.""
The majordomo stared a long time

at that little packet of powder. A
cold sweat formed upon his brow un..
Li er his turban.

'"Well?" said Umballa, irdnically.
"HIaoor, it is murder!"
Umballa shragged and held out his

hand for the packet.
The majordomo swallowed a few

tinmes and bowed his head. "It shalj
be done, husoor. My life sla yours to
do with as you please.- I have said it."

"Begone, then, and bring me the
news on the morrow that Ramabai is
dead. You alone know where the king
is. Should they near the hut 4i whc;h b
[ have hidden htim, se- that he isa killed. He Is also useleile."

The mayor demo departed with

aeavy heart: Ramabal was an honest
man; but Darga Ram had spoken.

At the banquet, with its quail and
pheasant, its fruits and flowers, its
rare plates and its rarer goblets for
the light \wines high castes permitted
themselves occasionally to drink, Ra-
mabai toyed idly with his goblet and
thoughtlessly pushed it toward. Kath-
lyn, who sat at his right.

Imbued with a sense of gratitude for
Ramabal's patience and kindness and

Sassistance through, all her dreadful
I ordeals, Kathlyn sprang. up suddenly
and without looking reached for what
she supposed to be her own goblet, but
inadvertently he7r hand came in con.
tact with Ranmabai's. What she had in
mind to say was never spoken.

The majordomo stood appalled. This
wonderful white woman over whom
the gods watched as they- watched
the windy and the rains, of whom he
had not dared speak to Umballs. She?"
No! He saw that he himself mustD die. He seized the goblet ere it
Iroached her Lps, drumk, and flung it

aside empty. He ,a7 as good as diAd,L for there wnr, : o an;dotes for
t lpoisons tmblil -r•."e. Thosa sdnted'

I Pbout the table i".: t.a> ... •..t.r k to
U stir. The ma.

e d ,
-'' !rt h >a::d to

P Uis eyes, red; As - 0 : I rr o
t t.en •, 'r.b • - -

"Pc•isu!" he . ,
. ' athe 'njordomo by the

:... -v :an. and itWwas meant
' - ,e. S':: k!"

I "L rd,I I•;:ll tell all. I am dying!"
SIt w'.+a strange tale of misplaced

I -•, +ty and gratitade, but it was pe-
culiarly oriental. And when they
Slearned that Umballa was hidden in

I his own house and the king in a hut
i outside the city they knew that God
was just, whatever his prophet's name
might be. Before he died the major-

!dome explained the' method of enter-
Sang. the secret chamber.

f Thf .quall and pheasant, thy fruits
I Iand wine remained untouched. The

Shall become. deserted almost. imme-

diately. To the king first; to theI king! The Umballa should pay his

debtI They found the poor king in the

Shut, in a pitiable condition. Hie laughedS and babbled and smiled and wept as
i they led him away. But ip the secret
B chamber which was to hIve held Urnm-

balla there was no living thing.S For Umballa had, at the departure
I of the maeordomno, conceived a plan

L for rebabilitation so wide in 'its rami-
r fcations, so powerful and whelming,

that nothing could stay it once it was
" set in motion. The priests, the rel
& rulers of Asia; the wise and patient

[ mrs, who held the most compelling

+i+ i :'t;,: • <.,4-

or all scepters, superstition! Dobled
fool that he had been not to have
thought of this before! He knew that'
they hated Ramabal, who in religion
was an outcast and a pariah, who
worshiped but a single God whom none
had ever seen, of whom no idol had
been carved and set up in a temple.

Superstition!
Umballa threw off his robes and

donned his candy seller's tatters, left
hie hcuse without being questioned by

the earcle s guard, and sought the
chief tcm-l3.

Supc.rstiion!
To cow the populace, to bring the

troops to the mark, with threats of
curres. f:mine, plague, eternal dam-
nat'on! :up rstiticn. And this ls why
Ramabai and his followers found the
empty chamber.

CHAPTER XXII.

A?!ah 's Real King KUILd.
In the r _r of the temple Umballa

sought :-s a small chamber which
,wzse u..azd by the priests when they de-
sired to rest or converse privately,
which was often. The burning temple
:lmps of brass emphasised the dark-
ness of the room rather than dis-
pelled it. A shadow occaslonally flick-
ercd through the amber bas-au ex-
plcring bat. A dozen or mor p•iests
stood in one of the dim corned, from
which their own especial idol winked
at them with eyes like coals blown
upon. The Krishna of the Ruby eyes,
an idol-known far and wide but see .
by few.

In the temple, itself there as a
handful of tardy worshipers •r The
heat of the candles. the samei4 of the .
eternal Ibtus flower and smoking in.-
cehse sticks made even the huge vault
stifling. Many of the idols were be-
leweled or patched with beatend gol
leaf, and many had been coveted by
wandering white men, wio, when•
their .endeavor 'became 'known 1i-d
appeared mysteriously and were msver
more. known in the 'haunts of men.

A man in tasters appeared asdden.kl

ban came down almost to his eyes:
and a neckdcfoth, covered hi mott•• :
All that .could -be see of hi•m the :,
piatter of countenance wa pal "a.i•'

.
:

brilliant eyes and predatof 3ntefs

assured himself that such devata a
he saw. were harmlegi, then s ar
boldly it hurriedly toward :the . a
chamber, which be entere, wi ;i:.
ado. Instantly. the ib nnt`gieat-
rushed toward him to e hmpel a

padepee, whentv ad wwasr t s A
ion- they eheld -iupbna or 

.ng
gp .

green stone, They s.oppgd - A* ,
denly as .though the? had mist as -as -
visible electric current.

The curtain ell behind the bman b'`
tatters,, and. he remaine e i i `eIW,
for a space A low 'ittwmrisg.3aoz
the priests ensued, aid ie.eieaItt
at -. their nurber the younag t, -
passed out and stationed hlassd* be-
fote the curtain. Not even a pri•ulege4
dancing girl mi ht eater now.

The mnan in tatters stpped forward.
He became the center of the g•e•pt:
his gestures' were quick, teasse, l."*
thoritative. At length priest tmued t.o
priest, and the wrinkled -fWe ;bease1
more wrikilod still,: smiles,

"Highness," said th:e .chiest, "we
had thought of this, but Tau didl nact
mhake us your confidant."

"Till ian hour gone it i s:eat~
nrred to me. Shall RiabeI, ~ ,kt

biecome your master, to: set for ti ,
propaganda of then infidr?': _ :t

"No!". The" word was ot. spoubt
loudly, but sibilantly, with Aolsthtiw
resembling a ti .Na': V'N. ,

"And,shall a king iho ~:no -id, a ,.,'
no will, no strength, resume hisd a-
thorigiy? P rhaps to bring more;ibltse
people into Ailaha, perhaps to gIve ALIr•
laua eventually to the British reST'

Again the negative,- . :
"But. the metho4?" .
Umballa miled. "What b~ thrns e- ,

worshiper here with candle•n$sd rQ •vi.-w
ere and incense?- Is it love o e•t-o
erence or superstition.?"

The bald yellow heads nodded liket.:
porcelain randadrns.

"SupersUtition," went on Umballa-
"the sword wh!ch bends the knes of
the layman, has ad. analwySj" wl,'I
through the ages!"

In the vault outside a bell tinkled,
a gong boomed melodiously.

"'`When I pive the sign," eontinued
the schemer,'"'declare the curse UpM•
all• those who do not bend. A word
from your Ilps, and Ramabai's troo•.ps
vanish, reforram, and become youm a•qd
min e"

"While the 'kinga livesm " asked the.
chief priest curiously.

"Ah!" And Umballa smiled wgsi
"But you, IDurga Ram?"
"There is Ramabal, a se•nse ;."

and I. WVhich for yoar purposes ill
you choose?"

There. was a confereofe. Th
priests' drifted away from' UabaMlS.
He did not stir. His mien was greed
and haughty, butt for all that hie knees
shoej and his heart. thundered I
understood that it wat to be 31 0r
nothing, no middle course, no half
methods. He waited, wettaig his
cracked lips and swollen lips. Whe
the priests rettrned to him, their
heads bent before him a little. it

(Continued on page 8.)


