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HER POOR, PETTED HUSBAND

Wife's Solicitude for His Health, and
Her Own, Was Very Touch-

ing, Indeed Yes.

The petted husband and his wife
were amiably discussing the advisa-
bility of a trip to Palm Beach, in or-
der that the wife of the petted hue-
band could get back some of the
strength that, with her, wasn't so
latent as' the distinguished physician
who called upon her some time dur-
ing the petted husband's office hours
thought it ought to be.

"The only trouble, darling," said the
getted husband, "is this: that if you
should want me to go with you I
should have to leave my business,
84 the period when I am most
t' make our profits large e 0gi -~h
ve to maintain you in the proud poai-

t -4 to which you have been accu-

3r

"On the other band, should I rnman-
behind, the Afrt of the month will
come without your being here, and
the thought of opening all the bills
for things you have ordered but for
gotten to mention, withott your morq)
support, is lather disconcering."

"And I suppose," said the wife of
the petted husband, "you, have not
considered that if I should go alone
there would be no one, absolutely no
one, to see about my baggage, arrange
about the sleeping compartments ahd
hotel rooms and protect me from be.
ing insulted by total strangers. I
should think, after our being married
all these years, you ought to feel pretb
ty good about my wanting you to go,
anyway, and you would if you had a
spark of human feeling nl•ayO"L'

Thereupon the pett6d husehd in.
,vtewed the tourist agencies, saw

hotel representatives; made ar-

rangements to stave off his creditor,
and close up his business for -ix
weeks. --

t1 Palm Beach the wife of the pet-
ted husband remarked to a friend:

Yee, I brought my petted husband

along. The poor man absolutely need-
bd a change of aeene."-Lif.

Unstable Moon.

The celebrated observatory at
Greenwich, the place from which we
recken longitude, was founded by
Charles HI in 1675, mainly for the pU?-
pose of Investigating the movements
of the moon in the Interests of naviga-
tlos. Although in the intervening two
and a half centuries astronomers have
worked at the problem, the moon ha
.not yet, become entirely amenable
to thelr mathematics. The astron-
mer-royal of Great Britain, in his re-
port of the work at Greenwich during
the past year, calls attention to the In-
ereasiag devlttion between the ca-
lculated position of the moon in the
sky and its real position as shown by

tteI observatio. The io.

Santa Mike
A Christmas Convict Story

Ily T. C. B rles.

As the December night closed
across the desolate moor, the snow
ceased falling, the clouds broke, and
a brilliant moon Shed its silver light
across the wide stretches of ,rolling
whiteness. With the change, it be-
gan to freeze fiercely, coating the
sodden, drifts with a crisp film of
ice. *t

At every step Mike Dempsey's tired
feet broke through this coating, and
sank deep into soft stuff beneath,
making the' .raveling so terribly
hard that, in sae of the bitter cold,

persperattion std in beads on hi
thin, brown face: '

He was breathing hard, and evi-
dently desperately weary, yet he 4
never stopped for a moment, though I
now and ther, as the plowed his way
onward, he would Atarn his head anl I
cast an apprehensiveo glance back i
over his snoulder. -

'Had anyone been near-enough to I
watch him, they would easily have
understood his. gase,, Thi drab liv-
ery plentifully besprinkled with I
broad arrows marke# him as one of I
the state's unwilling guests. As a1

matter of fact, Mike Dempsey had
been for the'•a fthee` ye•gs a. ri
on inmate, and it was the intoqntioD i
of escaping another smven tears of.
unappreciated hospitality ht I
had, a few" hours "reviously,
a bunk" uhdes cover .of 

e ' s idden a
wstori : _.. ... a

wanh tin'g r h r tn o hm-
self, and in spite of hlis fatigue a I

slight chuckle escaped his tfhn lips. t
"But faith, I've puzzled meself, too,
and I don't knew where I am no a
more than Adans . ...

"I I cud only git alandmark of
some sort!"' he went on. "Eanst I C

cud find my road to the railway, I'd I
win clear. IMike Dempsey wasn't a a

navvy siven years for nothing." a
He crucnhed hjs slow way across a t

flat valley, jumped a little brook and a

pushed up the steep slope beyond.
-A gleam of light i} the next valley f

attracted his sttention. It came a

from a lighted Wintlow, and there '

was something comforting to the t

lonely fugitive in the red glow, cast a

upon the glittering snow. Without
hesitation, he started downhill to- II
ward it.

,Presently he was cautiously ap- z
proaching a small house, which stood
in a tiny garden surrounded by a olw c

dry-stone wall. There was a gate in 
front but Mike preferred to approach
from the back, and clambering gin- t

gerly over the was1 crept up to the a
window from which the light came. e

iRaising htmaelf till his head was t

on a level with' the sill, he peered
through the i.ncurtained window in- c
to a barely furnished living -room, c
lighted by a great fire of glowing i
turf.

A couch stood in one corner, on I
which lay a youngish man whose c
'bandaged head shaowed him to be the t
victim of some accident. On a chair a

Sbeside him sat a sweetf-aced wo-

man, and on the bare earthern floor I

played- two children-a -curly-haired '

boy of about seven,' and a chubby I
girl a year or so younger. 

'

But what arrested IMike's attention
was, a little fir trie, not more than i
four feet high, which stood planted 1

in an old bucket, on the table in the 1
mniddle of the room.

For a moment it puzzled Mike.
Then he gave a'little gasp.

"Beggory, if it ain't a Clhrlstmas
tree! Why, 'tis Ohristmas eve, I'. do
belave, though, faith, I' dlost thrack
of the date in the ould stone jug on

artobn bia hilaly bsl- gtfwi iw n aw
serious manner. The error last year
was more than twelve times as large
as the error twenty years ago, and the
average annual increase during the
two decades has amounted to half a
second of are in longitude. The rea-
son that astronomers have failed in
getting exact results from calculations
based on dynamical laws of gravite-
ttion is possibly th'e existence of some
attractive force that they have not
yet discovered, although the result
may also be affected by the true shape
of the earth, which still awaits accs

rate determthstlnaon,~-Youth's ompan

Fumed-Pak.
A good method of producl the i•

culiar dark brown of old oak is by
fumigation with liquid ammonia. The

wood should be placed in a dark and
air-tight room, ad half a pint or so of

irt . E . fi 4k

the hill. sBut where's the prisints?
'Tis as bare as me own pocket," he
went on wonderingly.

At that moment the boy got up,
and going forward to the woman,
pulled at her dress to attract her at-
tention.

"Mother, isn't Santa Claus com-
ing? IHe's awful late. We shan't
have no Kismad tree if he doesn't
come soon."

"It's the snow, dearie,"' eiplained
the mother. "Such a bad storm that
I expect he was late in starting. But

it's cleared up I daresa•y, he'll
ere so&n."

HIer words were cherry, but Mike
caught the anxious glance she gave
her husband.

"Go ahead and see if William's in
sight yet, Alice," said the man. "SHe
ought to have been here an hour
ago. I only hopb nothing has hap-
pened to the popr ol4 fellow."

IMike 'dropped on his hanb and
knees behind the angle -oa the wafi
as the door 9pened, and the woman
stood on the threshold lookilg .opt
down the. empty snowelad valley. -

f fhe bare
ittle Chripmaa s tr.nsith os

famiW ap•lealeda'o this haidened
.WhQt tea door eclosed'agitu

.road'iro ,his feet, and instead of
ollowing out his first intention abd

entering the house to demand 'ft
and clothes,-eimbed the wall aga
and ma w n.thev v

"It ama c
there'll be a road of sorts, he sa4i
to imself.

And sure there was. Thoughi coy-
ered dee pin snow, he found theit
there was a path down the valley,
which he nad little doubt- would id•dd
eventually to the main6road to town.

He had gone another mile wh4 a
a dark patch in the snow straight
ahead attracted his attention, and
he caught his breath sharply as he
stopped beside it.

For it was a man lying fiat on his
face, and, judging by the snow which
almost covered his body, he had been
there in the same position for some
time. Beside him lay a halffilled
sack, also covered with snow.

fMike gave a sharp glance'aroupd.
The moonlight horizon was still
bare. He stooped and turned the
man over.

"Dead!" he muttered. "Dead and
cold!" as he laid his hand against
the chill cheek.

For a moment he stood staring at
the 'dead man's face, which was that
of a little man, wizened and beard-
ed, and very much of Mike's own
type and build.

Then, like a flash, it came to the
convict that here at last was his
chance, and a thrill shot through his
weary frame.

"He'll not need them duds any
more," he muttered, and, dropping
on his knees in the snow, began with
trenbling fingers to strip the dead
man of his clotaes.

They were worn and old, but' to
Mike as precious a sbroadcloth, for
once he was rid of hal conviet garb
he had multiplied his chances of es-
cape a. hundredfold.

Not till he had completed -the
whole change of cgqstume down to
boots and hat, and had buried his
broad arrows in a neighboring drift
did Mike bethink ,imself of the sack.

He snatche l it up eagerly, hoping
it might contain food, and turned the
contents upon the snow.

A small drum, a bag of lead sol-

(Continued on page 8.)

AplMEea U-o6 the ardntid.- Th'e ~i that
comes from the ammonia acts in a
wooderful manner upon the tannic
acid in the `wood, and browns it so
deeply that a shaving or two may be
taken off without removing the color.
The depth of shade will depend upon
the quantity of ammonia used and the
time allowed for the operation. Other
methods may be used to obtain a sim-
flar result. Liquid ammonia may be
laid on the wood with a brash or rag,
and the color will deepen immedlatey.
Potash bichromate, dissolved in cold
water, will produce a slailar effect.
In Germany; the cabinet makers use
very strong coffee for darkenig oak.
To make it very dark, use iron Sliags
with a little sulphurio acid and water,
put on with a sponge, and allow it to
dry between each applicatlon, ntl the
right hue is reached.

abIbcribe fo _

TEE ST. TAMMANY PABMUB

Cingtle Wins From Slidell
Gyninasim Basketball Saturday
Cov.=MtIn high school basketball

team ' n its third stra.itht victory
by defeating the strong gymnasium
team of Slidell last Saturday night.
The game was hard fought rrom be-
ginning to: end. The first half end-
ed 10 td 3 in favor of Covington Hi.
1n the second half Slidell substituted
Smith and, Parker for Oliver and
Coleman. ~o change was made in
the, bllh school liae-up. The Slidell
tea m~iade a desperate effort iq this
half, but it could, not- overcome the
earl lead of the visitors, and the final

Dr. K. WinfidNey Returns From
Europe War Front to His Practice

In iMadisoavile and New Orleans
lDr. K. Winaield Ney, who has re-

cently returned from France, where
he was doing hospital work for the
French Red Cross Society at the
front. Dr. Ney bears a certificate
signed by President LJ. Salle of the
French Red Cross, which states that
"During the pending period (from
July to November) the surgeon-in-
chiet, Dr. Ney, has treated great
niambers of wounded, which have ne-
cessitated multiple and -important'
surgica interventions, executed with
the highest competency." So Dr.
Ney in his' surgiral work on the field
of battle.in a foreign land won won
the same reputation for skill that
has been associated with his name
here. "

The Doctor .orcites some very i-n
teresting incidents of his ttay at the
front, some 'of which 'are ' t -tqr
publication. He said Ae t'U
State• is looked upon :g• r• D-
Ihrope as_,wfthout force •aid. stam.i
na. ppli#t -thkslghop t oeO-
pared'a, isit W XiMexican policy with
•t' yt y 7 sttiag drltftism.- What

... i~ri-r-----~C--- -----.---

-*-: raP po Fire
re

ing up their belief • ,y have, sub-
scribed to same. •AI the depa.tmenta
needs is a few mo: imaunta on this
list and they will ao bur chemical
at fires before the wheltle stops
(blowing. That ••t•.be. some feet,
but you just put your name down.
for its benefit, iid you will see that
it can be done... The following are
strong for a goopd fire department:

&Louis Wehrli, $50.00.
H. B. Pruden, $25.00.
LE. J. Frederick, $25.00.
Covington Bank and Trust Co.,

$25.00.
John L. Haller, $60.0Q.
St. Tammany Bank & Trust Co.,

$25.00.

DEVICE FAlLEO TO PLEASE
old Geet* aiea o *; eane.. orstefu

fe Oestr vwmCes toI is save

A Staten li, tm n nameo George
Moore recentlyi vemted a rocking
chair rocker that nteve reached th
patent omoe in Washington. The lip
ventor was diseotraged by his grand.
Ahther, Samuel P.-Moore, fur •om h6
had constructed the rocker.

Moore the younger has always been
known as a taikerer. Back of the
house he has a workshop and fr years
has whiled away. many hour put.
tins things together that never
brought him any return save the atis.'
bamttqn he felt tn construoting them.

Grandfather Moore has always had
the habit o violently rookinga hi rok

.0g chair an the porch.: rit Grand.
son Moore invfeted a rocker silencer,
so that the old man could rock away
to his heart's eontent and. never get
on anybody's aeere. The elder Mr.
Moore did not. seem to take as much
pleasure In rocking aW frmerly, but
nobody commented oa the fact at the

A few days seo Graindson Moore,
while Grandfather Moore was down at
the post oce, attached a sall motor
to the rocking ohair In such a way
that-by connecting the wires the chair
could be set Sgofi llke a seasaw.
When the elder Mr. Moore returned
and took his favorite seat the chair
began to pitch him back and forth
without an ounce of effort on his part.

Did he feel. grateful? Not at all.
Re left the chair, kicked the motor
contrivance and told his grandson
what he thought of it.

"Don't ye know my pleasure is tSrocking msrelr" he cried.

CATS AS DOMESTIC PETS
Many Pamous Men Have been Fond

of the Anlmale and Made Them
Their Coman ims.

From an esthetic point of view the
Pirsma met is a sperfet besg. 11s
fta- rsos slak Wa Rim ta m

score was 21 to 13.
The game seemed to mark thc end

of the bitter rivalry existing between
Covington and Slidell in athletic
sports. [Mr. Homer Fritchie, man-
ager of the gymnasium, and. the
other membera of the team, treated
the Covington boys with great con-
sideration, both on and ifo the field.
Chris Schultz was satisfactory as
referee. He was asked by the '-an-
egement of the Slidell team to 'ifnei-
ate in the return game that will be
played in Covington after the- holi-
days.

Fraace is clpser to us than any other
nation.

As to the duration of the war, Dr.
Ney states that it is conceded that its
termination is at least el eeen
months away. That in the m
France is doing nicely in the Iter
of food and that the cost of
is remarkably less than is ge•nIly
understood. Women are doint ai.1
kinds of work, in the field, 4m• the
shops and ol' railroads,- ahd Ley:
are doin it. cheerfully- +e
the plans being elftedl e
cannot fall to accomaish h
po•e and that they are on
of a sucoes faul casaign. -

Dr. Ne sa rt hqteamong the
aing seagsion% of his sbbt
the. tro wap the `blowiag
one corner of h hoafp3ith
enemy's shlutls. He asay h
uttilatj o of the wounded I

fuI ,yet. t a nhuseso atl e a
show t eate

eas, ae
ahdo of viteterah soldi

Pr. Ney will resume Ind
KadfoonvlUe and New O

,ii 8euerT,. iW.
Seller, $5. :.

r-Wedereck Co., $6400. F
- A• •rederick, $5.00.
Associttion, of Commerce, $25,00.
B. L. Aubert, $5.00.

P. J. Lacroil, $5.00.
E mileoFredezcik, $5.00.
G. W. 'Aoueille, $5.00.
COgvington Grocery & Grain, ro.,

$25.00.
J. 8. Jones, $5.00.
ESegond & F'ontan, $5.00.
Come on now and swell the fend.

You know we already have Saved
your house, and with this engjne rwe
will not let it catch on fire. Chief
Ostendorf will receive your donation
and put your name In the list ith4he -
paper.

FIRE DEPAR1 .

ruf the "tfeathered" ears and Meet
the falling whiskera'and the iqlutei
like tail of a milk-white Persian tablq
make it a thing of Ideal beauty.
hand longs to stroke It down. As It ~
a creature of ready sympathies, a*'
not suspicious, it is glad to bea ag
resed. Perhaps It is not so nti '
gent as the tigerstriped cat, but-f i
quicker to lend itself to the ways
a kind master or mistress, .:

French men are even greater sama
tears of eats than French women, who
resemble them in so many things. 
cat was suffered by Richebiue to nurisel,Its kittens In his cardInal's ba.
Masarin (but he was an Italian) used
to stroke down a cat that he kept lpa
is arms .when dictating to his

matic secretaries.
The only domestic animal Vi

Hugo would allow in his house was a
cat, because "domesticity did not ewPe
tail its liberty." He had at Guersey
a slate-colored Maltese, with a black
mussle and a black end to its tal,
which (the cat, and not the tail)
used to sit on his desk when he was
writing.

The black ctt Is the least' apt to
scratch. It got a bad name when old
women were burned for witchcraft,
and sometimes, because suspected
of being evil spilts in feline gOuls
shared their fiery fate.

Work Requlros Skill.
One of the spectacular features o-

the work on the modern steel buld.
mg which always attracts the inter
eat of the spectators is the adeptness
of the man at the forge, whose f3ob
consists of heating the rivets to the '
point of redness and then tossdng the
glowing metal to a workman asa2o
where in the vicinity. He catehew it
and drives it into a hole awaiting Its
reception. In its heated condition
the two ends are then clinched by a
few blows of the hammer. Oae aal
ally these meteorlike missiles p
astray, and are likely to do somedaw--
age, unless they are looked after., i
has been found that a better way of.
accomplishing the practice is L•.
maans of a chutae.
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