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. THE EZELL MURDER CASE
| DISTRCIT COURT COVINGTON

RESULTS IN A MISTRIAL

>

Every Inch of the Way, While Crowds Fill the Couré
Room During the Three Days of the Trial.

SENSATION SPRUNG BY JENNIE

DOYLE AS AN EYE WITNESS

!

Morgan and Heintz For the Defendant and Ponder and
Brock For the State Make Elogquent Appeals to the

Jury, While Crowd Crushes in* Effort to Hear.

The trial of James Ezell for the
shooting and killing of O. M. Birch, ;
hig stepfather, Junme 6, 1917, filled
the courthouse to overflowing Wed-
pesday and Thursday. Greal inter-
est was manifested in thls case not
alone because it was a murder trial,
but beciuse eminent counsel was enhi-
ployed on hoth sides, Dislrict At-
torney Brock being assisted by Amos
Ponder, of Tangipahoa parish, and
the accused defended by Lewis L.
Morgan and ¥red J§. Heintz.

There wera other and seniimen-

. tal reasons why the case avcitad un-
msual interest. The devetlon and
staunchness of the prisoner-defend-
gnt's wife, who had :harad her hus-
band’s cell and who had devotedly

months ago, she had bean a teacher
in the public schools. Sbe ig Foung
and very pretty. Her maider name
was ‘Misa Ivy Bickham.® Her nus-
band’s mother was the wife of Mr.
Birch, who was killed by Ezeil.
According to the teatimeny the
Killing resulted from ih2 action of
Ezell in attempting o place iXirch
gnder peace hond, ciaimiang thai he
feared Birch intended to do him
bodily harm, E=zell is a sma.l man,
weighing probably not over 110
Birch weighed aboatr 175.
“The coroner's jury brought in a

‘the case was brought hbefore the
grand jury and Ezell was indicted
for murder. The reasons for Birch's
‘@lspleasure that caused the peace
bond proceedings was not fully de-
veloped in the trinl, but it ia sup-

t¥ resulting in an assault upon Ezel}

in. which he was roughly handled.
The regular venire of the term was

exhausted Wedneaday, after seven

jurors had been accepted, and a lst

of twenty more jurors was drawn
and summoned. At this time the
State had two challenges left and
the defendent five. The rest of the
jury was secured Thursday and the
cage went to trial.

The testimony can not be given in
full, but the principal points are
brought out in the foMowing:

Coroner Bulloch testified that the
shot entered the breast at he right
of the sternum. Weapon was shot-
gun. Shot ranged slightly down-
ward. Wound caused death. There
®vere two wounds, Death was not
instantaneous. Frobably lived two
seconds.  Shootlng oceurred June 6.
Body lay with feet three or four
feet from steps. Diverging slightly
outward from a line with the house.
HBirch was in shirt sleeves, XNo wea-
pon was found om hody. Only a
pocketknife closed in pocket. Cross
examined by Mr. Morgan, stated thal
Birch could have staggered back as
he fell. Was shot at rather close
range. Shirt was torn.

Mr, Ponder here introduced cor-

oner’s verdict, that death- resuited’

from gunshot wound in chest from
shotgun,

‘Herman Schultz. day marshal, tes-
tifled that Birch sas stepfather of
Ezell. That he saw the body lying
by the steps, That Mrs. Birch tried
to keep Mr. Birch from going into
Ezell’s home. That Birch slapped
her. That had Birch been going to
his store he would havetgone out of
his way by going to BEzell's.

(Continued on page 6}
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CATHOLIC CHURCH AT SLIDELL

Letter From State
. Board of Health

to Physicians.

Tht fallowing letters has bent sent
out to all doctors in the State by |
“#he La. State Board of Health:

New Orleans, July 14, 1917

Dear Doctor:—Reports received
In the office this week show that
one or more cases of typhold Iever|
~®xista in a number of communitica
0 various sections of the State. The
Probable source of infection in m - a¥
nstances {s thought to be poliutsd

caution should be taken to preven:
spread. The souwrce of infecting
should be Invest’gated and 7 112
there are open  close's  fmmodi
to he the -water supply '« 1
‘hauld be adwvised {o boil @il waler
used for drinking purposes. [If
steps should be taken to have same
screened. o7

The State Board of Health fur
nlshes free anti-typhoid vaceine,
will send upon reguest of any phy
s'cian. X

For protection and as a proecan
tiopary measure raccihatinn‘a_r_'a:,.--'
typhoid should be encouraged:

The State Poard of Hea%h wilt
thank you for fmformation cohoein-
ing any case and will apprecate rour
co-operation in the effort to eradl -
cate this dread disease. ;

yThat a holiday

DISTRICT COURT
IN SESSION OF
THIS WEEK

Judgment was rendered in the
following cases in the District Court
this term; Judge Carter presiding,
and Distriet Attorney Bro¢k progse-
cuting:

J, T. Gibbons vs. E.
Judgment for plaintiff.

State vs. Stephen Walter Lee. Not
guilty.

Plerre L. Vergez va. succassion of
Jos. Estrade. Judgment for plain-
titf as prayed for.

B. Quave' vs. Georglana Quave.
3opuration granted.

Siate vs. Sam Hoberts and Louis
Revere. Nolle prossed.

St. Tammany Bank & Truast Co.,
vs. Semour Cousin. Taken wunder
advisement. :

State wva,
zuilty.

State
proased.

State ve. Alfred Smith.
fury and

Slate vs. H. . Cannon, charged
with e¢arnal knowledge 'Delow the
ize of eonsent. BSentenced to not
miore than O ¥ears nor less than 4
vears at hard labor.

“\Phe Grand Jury reported 21 true
biils.

H. Baudot.

Pinky Williame. Not

vs. Hobt., O'Neal \No}le

Tried by

g
MARRIAGE LICENSES.

Emile Caserta to Ruth Pellerin.

Jim Carroway to Hattle Barney.

Ernest Foster to Margaret Walley.

Wm. T. Crawford to Loretta Ran-
dozzo.

Jo=, W. wogers to Opal Henning.

PROCEEDINGS
PARISH SCHOOL
BOARD JULY
12TH.

Covingtan, La., Taly 12, 1917,
Tie Parich Sghosl Board met In
?_.Juam'.»d 8 on (adjourned froem

tuly 6) on tha above date with N, !
WitzSimons, pres‘dent, in the chalr,
and ithe following members present:
T. 3. 0'Keefe, N. H.
mons, H. L Levy, W. H. Kahl,
ave lyvans, J. H. Robert, C. M.
Loddie, 4. B Millar,  And a gquorumn
a3 prescnt.
- by Mr. Liddie, seconded by
. that a cominitiee to Con-
r. J. A galmen, J. A, Bous-
guet and T. J. Eddins, with J. A.
Salmen as chairman, be apionted
to investigate into the advisaiility
of purchasing some building in Sl
dell for the use of the Slidell school,
and to report their findings fo the
Parish School Board, and this e
port shall include a recommendation
of ways and means of paying for
such purchases as they may reocom-
mend. This report from the com
mittee shall be due at a special
maeiing to be held during the first
week in August, 1917, Carried.

Moved by Mr. Millar, secondad by

Mr.
sossion shall

sel,

recess shall begin
December 22, 1%17, and end Janu-
ary 7, 1818, and that tihe following
holidays shall be given during the
coming session with fuil pay for the
teachers: Good Friday, Thanksgiv-
ing, All Saipts and School Day at
the Parish Fair. Carried.

Moved by Mr. Kahl, seconded by
Mr. ’Keefe, that the following be
appointed as trustees of the Pro-
grets school: T. A. &harp, 8. E.
Faunileroy, C. F. Dutsch, Bennle
Williams, and Jake Jenkins. Car-
ried.

Moved By Mr. Kahl, setonded by
Mr. Evans, that the Superiutendent

of the Talisheek school to be award-
ed Augunst 3, and also that he be
authorized to purchass sich domes-
tic' sclence end nipme

Levy, that the coming school !
open September . 3d. !

advertise for bids for the painting:ture entitled

other egquipment as

3%%‘5%’

LOCAL COMP'NY
MAKES GOOD
DIVIDEND

At a meeting of the Board of I)-
rectors of the Covington Grocery &
Grain Company held July 14, a divi-
dend of 10 per cent was declared for
the past €ix months.

Thia prosperous company is to be
congratulated wupon the excellent
showing it ia making under the able
management of E. J, Domergue, its
president. Mr, Domergue js also
president of the St. Tammany Bank
& Trust Company.

The Covington Groecery & Orain
Company has cleared. for the year
ending June 30, 1817, 380,000,

There were present at the direct-
ors’ meeting, Fritz Salmen, J. S
Waterman, John T. Gibbons and E.
J. Domergue.

Real Est. Transfen;s

H. Robt. Voss to Jos. E. Ryan, 1§
acres in nw gr of se gr sec 32 tp ©
r 12 e for §15.00.

M, Lillian Berller to Chas. Ber-
lier, square 18, Mandeville, $150.

T. A. Blosberg to E. Burkenatock,
10 lota in Bosaler City, $100. 7

H. A. & F. L Dutsch to Paul
Quave, 5 acres land In ew corner of
ne'qr of nw qr sec 10 tp 6 r 12 @,
$75.00.

Odile C. Quin to H. J. Cornlba,
g ht of lot 6 square 5, Slidell, $200.

H. M, Roberts to Alexius Bros. &
Co., 83,04 acres of timber in aw qr
of ga qr of se qr of nw qr sec 34 1
58rlloe L

Mandeviile £ Abita Springs Land
Co., to Salvador Rotolo, 3 lots in
Ponchatalawa sub-divislon, §$40.

Mandeville & Abita Springs Land
Co. to N. Gita, 2 lots in Ponchatala-
wa sub-division, §40.

G. A, Baker to W, A. Parker, par-
cel of land in Slidell, 609 feet from
ne rorner of the lot of ground in sec
4ip 9 s r 14 e, 31800

Alex. Brugier to E. M. Badon, lots
12 an A13 saquere 37, Slidell, §200.

i AT, L
Mrs, B. B. Garrison, of Bush, La..
donated $5.00 to the Red Cross funl
and the Houlton Lumber Company
$250 that 'were not added to the pub-
lished 1'at.
o

AT PARKVIEW

Myer, Fuhrmann Eugages SBix Plece
Orchestra for Baturdsy and
Sunday Nights.

e

Charl’e Chaplin will be ut Park-
view this Baturday night In one of
his Diggeat convulsions of laugh pro-
ducing. The tile is “The FPawn
shap.” With ihe Chapiin feature
w1l be the regular two part drama
and a one part edupational weakly.
A hig muzical program has Deen ar-
ranged for this Saturday and Sun-
day and patrons are more than sure
to 2et a treat both In pictures and
music,

“he program for Sunday will be
one of the beat for some time, the
management having arranged to pre-
sent Jack Devereaux in “Amer.can—
That's All" in five parts., and 8 Key-
stone comedy emtitled “The Nick of
Time Baby,” featuring Bobbie Ver-
non and Glorla Swanson. This pro-
gram, together with the Ragan
Brothers Grand Six Piece Orchestra,
at the regular sdmisslon price of 19
and 15 cents, iz one that should
bring out every person in Corvington,
both Saturday and Sundax nights.

The theatre does not, for the pres-
ent, operate on Monday nights.

Tuesday will he presented Louise
Haf and House Peters In “The Lone-
some Camp.” 5 and 10 cents,

day night whea Norma Talmadge

i House.”

Other Man,

b

“Children in .the AR leiters or mai
Roscoe Arbucie will tur- dressed to Felix Bachemin, Jr., Club

8 ENWE

e “MUSHHUOQ!” BRIDGE BUILT BY THE FRENCH

As fust as the Germans destrog the brldxe; In thelr retreat the French eugineering corps hlﬂlds them up again
with remarkable speed. Here i8 a French mushroom bridge at Solssons.
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RACING AT THE
FAIR GROUNDS
© SUNDAY

Four high class harneas and rup-
ning races ~will take plac: al the
Fair Grounds, Covingion, Sunday,
July 22, at p. m. csharp, The
programn of these races will be tound
on the second page.

We understand that horses in
these maces are high-bred and will
be entered at the State Fair and
slock shows. It i3 not a gambling
proposltion, but an exhibition of the
qualities of firat-class race horsea.
The falr grounds were rented by the
Fair Associatioin for one month, so
that the horses might be cared for
in healthy and comfortabl: quarters
pending their exhifbitisa, and jovers
of the real sport should enjoy these
Taces. :

W. A. WHITE

Walter A. White,—one of ihe older
members of the bar, died in Boga-
lusa, Tuesday, July 17, 1917, at 5:15
r. m., aged 64 years, & months, i
days. The body was brought to Cov-
ington Thursday morning and the
funeral was heid at the Methodisl
Church on the arrival of the 9:40
train, Rev. Boykin officiating.

The pall hearers were: T. M.
Burns, H. L. Garland, L. C. Muaoise,
A, D, Bchwartz, B. M, Miller, Lewis
L. Morgan, and Judge Prentis B.
Carter and District Attorney honor-
ary pall ‘bearers.

Interment ‘was made in the Cov-
ington Cemetery.

Mr. White is survived by hils wid-
ow, Mra. Mary Whiie; two sons,
Lawrence and Burton, one danghter,
Mias Joyce White.

Mr., Whita was one of the best
known and most highly reipected
members of the bar. He was a man
of sterling qualities and drreproach-
able character, being held In high
estesm by all who knew him He
bad been » resident of Covington for
fifteen years.

RICHARD MONTGOMERY.

Richard Montgomery died in Bo-
galusa, Wedneaday, July 18, 1917,
aged 50 years, 10 months, 2 days.
He was a resident of St. Tammany
parish for 35 years.

The funeral took place from 5i.
Peter’s Chureh, in Covington, Thurs-
day, July 19, on arrival of morning
train.

Interment was made In Garden
Dietrict Cemetery. h

MIBS ANNA BARRINGFEIL.

Miss Anna Barringer, daugliter of
Mrs. ‘M. L. Barringer, sl a riziec
of Mr. Ed. Barringer, of Covinzion,
died in New Orleans, Wedpeaday,
July 11, 1917,

—_————
NOTICE T0 CLUB MEMBERS AND
FARMERS.

On the firat of this month Mr,
Felix Bachemin, Jr., took charge of
the Boys' club work. It was tound
that I.could not aitend te all my
duties and the club work too as il
ghould be attended. Mr, Lyon took
it up with the Extension Department
and the reault is that St. Tammany
has a man whose sole duty is to look
after the boys' interest im the club
work. Thia fa a good step for St.
Tammany and she should feel proud
that there are only four more in the
Btate who can hoast of as good luck,
I ask all parents and club members

to give Mr. Pachemin their support
'and codoperation and feel sure that
{he will be of servica to all. I will

A big program ia offered Wednes-, work with ail in the same interest !

a8 before, but directly 1 will have

will be presented in a five part fes- wothing to do with the elub work.

should be ad-

nish the lsughter, playing in “The Agent, Covingloff, La,
n" in two Darts. Admie-|  Yours 1 uly,

*

JURY IN EZELL CASE FALL TO AGREE ON VERDI
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WHAT YOU DO IF
DRAFTED FOR
SERVICE IN
THE WAR

Welcome to Those Not
Informed on Subject.

WHAT ENTITLES YOU
TO EXEMPTION CLAIM

Copy of List Will be Posted
at Office for Public ..
Inspection.

Inraft day will be today or, at the
tatest, Monday.

This was the statement mude at
| the office of Provost Marshal Gener-
al Crowder. At the time 3,671 local
exemption boards of 4,554 had filed
thelr lists,

We have reecelved mnumerous in-
guiries within the past few days
as to what a cliizen must do if ke
is drawn for war service that the
follgwing instructions have been pre-
pared. ‘They ghould be proserved.

When a man is selected for service
this is what happens:

1. His name and resldence Is
placed opposite a serial number on
a list which shows the.order of his
liability to be called.

2. A copy of the list is posied
for public Inspection at the office of
the local board, another copy being
sent to the provest marshal general
at Washington.

2. Within three days the man is
notified by mall and told when and
where to appear for phrsical exami-
nation,

4. On reperting he is physically
examined by the medical members of
the ocal board or by & licensed phy-
sieian in good standing appointed
for that purjpose.

5. Should this examination, which
must occur in the presence of at
least one member of the board, show
him to be physically disgualified for
service, he will not be exempted un-
til the same report s made after re-
examination by another competent
physician. ;

6. He then is not discharged un-
less the board approves the finding
and formally issues him a discharge
certificate.

7. If the first examination shows
him tp be physically sound his name
is placed on the list which is mailed
to the district hoard, a copy of which
is publicly posted at the office of the
local board.

8. Within two days thereaflter
he is formally motifled by mail that
he is called for service and has not
been exempted or discharged. De-
fore he is findlly accepted, however,
he must pass another rigid examina-
tion by an army surgeot. -

To Cluwim Exemption,

This is what a man must do to
claim exemplion:

1. TFormal application must be
filed with efther the local or the dis-
trict board. 'The local board s em-
powered to pass on all claims for ex-
emption because of dependents, alien
citizenship and other specified rea-
apns. The district Toards have
original jurisdiction in all clalms
for exemptlon on the ground of In-
dustrial employment necessary for
maintaining the naval and military
torces of the mation.

2. A married man may be ex-
empted if he is able to support hie
exemption claim avithin ten days by
affldavits signed by both himseil and
wife showing the latter {s dependent
upon him for support.

3. 1t there are children the affi-
darits maust state whether each is
supporied either wholly or partially
by dependent incomes. A support-
ing affidavit is also required from
the head of a family who knows the
man and lives within the same ex-
emplion area. P

4. Regulations are provided for
exemption in case = man i3 the sup-
porting son of & widowed mather or
if he has aged or infirm parents who
are dependent on him, or if he iB
the father of a motherless child un-
der 19 years, or it he is the brother
of motherless children under 18.

5. This district board may af-
firm, reverse or modify any decision
of a local board. The president, in
turn, may pass upon all acts of the
district board and his decision is

final. v
—0
LIST 0¥ DEAD LETTERS.

Following Is *he list of dead lst
ters:

Edmund Christy, Mrs. Cogy, Mary
Crane, Miss Ethel Croke, Mrs. Sun-
nanlah Davies, Mra. G. Forsyth, Ino.
Gihson, . Miss Olga Heinne, Mrs.
Rachael Harris, Mrs, Lockie Hahn,
Hosey Harris, Mrs. Sadie Johne, Ben
King, Henry Lewis 2, Mms. M. Mi-
rembel, Dr. Montgomery 2, Mra. 1.
M. Powilee, John Peterson, Oriva
Proelson, Mrs, May Bmith, Mrs. Jos.
Schwartz,

Wesley Wilson.

Information Thz;t Will Be-

Mrs. Bertha Wardell, Miss

onday, 23d

LOCAL NOTES,
PERSONALS,
ETC., FROM
SLIDELL

Contributions Being Receiv-
ed for Auto Truck Fund
For Chinchuba,

PRISCLLA CLUB

Missinary Society, Surprise
Party to Salassi’s, and
Other Doings.

(By Stall Correspondent})

Slidell La., July 19.—We note the
Times-Picayune iz receiving contri-
butions for the purpose of buying an
auto truck fr use at Chinchuba
Denf and Dumb Institute, and this
is a most worthy institution, end &
local one in St, Tammany parish do-
ing work which 1a laudable, end
which we should all-feel proud of,
and those who are able ought to
contribute to show thelr apprecia-
tion of those devoted aisters, the
faithful priest, Rev. Bernard Keat- |
ing, and others who are giving their

time and best efforts to comfort, ed-
ucate and enlighten their deat and
dumb charges. v =

A gurprise. party was given to Ed-
ward and Eoline Salassi, Tuecsday
night. A large number of ‘thie .
young friends met mtithe home of
Mrs, A. V. Hover and went ‘in autos
under the chaperonage of Mmes.
Hover and Everett. A most enjoy-
able evening was spent.

enjoyable session (waa held. Com-
pleted work was reported forwerded
to Navy League Comforts Committes
at ‘New Orleans, there being seven-
teen pairs of mittens and ten sceris.
Refreshments wera served and. s
Dpleasant evening in useful employ-
ment was spent. The ¢lub will meet
at the home of Mrd. L. T. Miles naxt
week.

ever she ia still very siek. -
Hon. C. M. Diddle, Mra. Liddle and
their granddavghier, Lyla Odette,

day, going by way of Chicago. |

The Misstonary Soclety of the
Methodist Church, Wednesday after-
noon, met ut the home of Mrs. J. A.
Boustjuet.
a reading wheih was much enjoyed.
Delicious refreshinents were gerved
and every one had a pleasant even-
ing. A shower was given Mrs. Chas,

ng an interesting period. y
Little Catherine Alicia Tilley cele-
brated her first anniversary “at
home"” to the children of her Im- ¢
mediate neighborhood, on Wednes-
day, July 18, Those present were
Tom and Mary Smith, Helen and
Mildred Bennett, Fritz Neuhauser,
Willard Varnado, Laura HE. Carr.
Missec Ruth and Jessle Bateman,
of Franklinton, have heen guesta of
Misa Floyd Bell during the week. -
Miss Lela Varnado, of Frankiin-
ton, is visiting her brother and ais-
ter, Mr, and Mra. Ellis Varnado.
Mrs. Frank Meza and daughter,
Claire, are at home after having
spent some time In New Orlean: yis-
iting relativea. i 5
Mr. and Mrs, L. G. Peyrefitte spent
several days in New Orleans 1hia
weel.

Mre. J. B, McGinty and son leave
Saturday for an extendad visit to
her mother, Mrs. Baker, at Genesee,
and from there to the Gull Coast 1o
vigit other relatives,

Mra. Joa. Miles and daunghter leave
Saturday for a visit to relatives-in
Miasissippl.

for Santord, N. €., where he was
called by sudden illness of Mrs. Dua-
stan. j
Mrs, W. A. Parker spent Thursday
in New Orleans. ;
Mrs. B. Perryman,
Texas, 18 visiting Mrs. C. Cunniag-
ham and Miss Estelle Gillis

Little Miss Marie Morgan enter-
talned Tuesday In homor of her
guest, Lucille Bender, ot Bogalasa.
Mr, Frits Howze, of the Naval Mi-
litia statiomed in Charleston, 8. €.,
ia home on & furlough. ;
Mr. R. L. Smith was host to &

chaperoned by Mr. and Mrs. T. X
HEddins, on an anto trip to Mande-
ville to have supper at Mughler's.
Misses Hazel Martin, Mary and Hel-
en Dunham, Messrs. R. L. Smitn, 8,
W. Provensal, composel the party,.
and all report having a delightlu_l-
time, hel M

o e—— e o
ROGERS—HENNING,
Miss Opal Hemning and Mr. Jas.
“In. Rogers were married at the res-

ton, La, Saturday, July 14, 1317,
Rev. J. M. Boykin, of the Methodiat
Charch officlating. S

FORWARDS WORK.

The Priscilla Club met with Mre. .,
R. T. McCrackin and « thoroughly

We are glad to report that Grand- -
ma Sollberger is doing nicely, how- _

left for an extended trip North to-
Mrs. F. D, Adams gave =

Guzman during the evening, form-

Mr, J. H. Dunstan left Wednesday

of Bous_wn', ;

party of young ladies and gantiemen

jdance of Mr. Schnelder, in Coving-

+




