[inois Central System Discusses Sub-

ject of Freight Rate Reduction

There is a good deal of digcussion at this time, especially in the press, about rail-
way. freight rates. Some writers contend that they are too high and constitute an
impediment to business.
tranaportation, and the increased cost.of producing it, consider the present level of
{relht rates reasonable and advocate at least a fair try-out—which has not yet been
had. "

It is admitted that there are inequalities in some of the rates that will have ¢
be adjusted, but the basle rate is not too high, at present operating costs, if the ra.l-
ways are expected to furnish adequate transportation. The guestion of adequaty
transportation is one that is often lost gight of. ‘Without it business canuot be car-
ried on successfully.

So eminent an authority as Chalrman Edgar E. Clark, of the Interstate Commerea
Commission, whose ability and fidelity tu the public interest is unquest:ioned, has
recently ealled attention Lo the narrow margin between railway revenue and operat-
ing expenses and fixed charges. In view of exlsting conditions, it is unfortunate
that there should be an agitation for the lowering of .freight rates. This can only

result in raising false hopes that the rates can be reduced, and perhaps in retard- |

ing the development of business. If shippers are led to believe the rates can, or
will, be reduced, they will naturally poitpone shipments.

Stability of the rates at which the commerce of the ¢country is carried iz of the
utmost fmportance. If freight rates should be manipulated up and down in responge
to every temporary business fluctuation, it world naturally resilt in more serious
business depressions, Railwey freight rattes must be operative over a eriod of time
to insure business stability. é

It is contended by some that a reduction of rates would encourage shipping and
provide more adequate railway revenue through a greater volume of trafic—that the
Augnst rato increase created a restrietion on business and was a factor in pre-
cipitating the depression that followed. Take cotton, for example. A year ago coi-
ton wag gelling for about 40 cents a pound, wWhile in November, more than two months
after the Aupust inerease became effective, the price was about 156 cents. The pres-
ent market price is about 11 cents. If a reduction of 50 per cent wazs made in the
freight rate on cotton, it probably would not result in the movement of a bale of col-
ton which will not move at the present rate.

A study of the aituation will show that the August in¢rease in rates had an al-
most negligible effect upon business. During September and.October, and well into
November; the railways handled a maximum traffic. By the 1iiddle of November
the “buyers’ strike,” which began early in the summer, was reflected in a general
recession of business. The public had gone on strike against war prices and wus
determined to forece liguidation. -

The pre-war freight rates were not sufficient to attract as much new capital as
was needed for enlargement and expansioh of the railway plant. The cost of labor,
materials and supples, in all probability, will never go baek to pie-war levels. They
ouglt not to do o entirely. Dusiness should adjust itself to the present level of
freight rates, ‘at least until net railway operating income, through economical and
nt mapagement, rises to a voint where a reduction of freight rates would b=
=] withonit impairment of gervice. ;

There are few lines of husiness prospering during this recaastruetion period. The
farmers are not prospering and the great manufacturing industries ira not prosper-
ing. They are going through the same readjustment process thut the railways are
going through. The railways are struggling back to normal, and they will succeed
if they have the support and confidence of the public—if the public is not led astray
by the unconstructive critieism of those who would-like to ree them fail

Wholesome eriticisr is a good thing, but wholesome eriticiam coupled with a
remedy is a better thing.  Any student of the raflway question knows that the rail-
ways, carrving the burdens that have been fasltened upon them by war prices and
government eontrol, cannot funetion witnout rates commensurate with their n-
croased expenses. Since 1917 freight rates in the United Statzs are estimated to
have increased on the whole about 68 per cent and passenger farcg ahout 45 per
cent. During the sama period railway wages have increased more than 100 per cent,
while materials and supplies haveyv increased from 100 to 200 per cent, and even
more, 1 5 !

Ultimately the burdensome costa of producing transportation will Dbe lower. In
the meantime, the basic freight rate cannot be lowered if the country’s transporti-
tion plant is to function. The public’s stake ig primarily in having a railway plant
at all and In keeping it at service pitch. The railway's stake s in earning enough
to net income to malntain itself and atiraet the necessary capital to improve itself
=0 that service can be rendered, :

America is sound to the core; Ameriean business principles are sound; and we
ghould not be disheaftened over conditions. However, this iz g time when e¢lear
thinking 18 needed—a time to stand for the prineciples that gave to America the
greatest and most effizient system of railways In the world. Above all, it is not a
time to Iend encouragement to those who are meeking to fasten permanently upon
the railways the very evils from which they are now struggling to free themselves.

Constructive eriticism and suggestions are invited. :
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il . H. MARKHAM,
Presldont, Iliinola Central Rallroad Company.
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FARMERS WILL DIVERSIFY,

-Hagile, La., Marceh 22.-—A large
number of farmera and business men

met here to take some steps toward, was met with the argument ‘that “things = were produced. Now the®

crop diversification—away from the
heretolore crop monarch-—rice. Last
apring, when the local bapk-advoecat-
ed growing other crops than rice, it

enough rice could be grown on one
aere to buy all the vegetables, pork,
milk, butter; chickens and eggs the
family needed, hence little of theae

‘farmers see the error of their Wﬂ)‘S,I

| tofore rice Jand, and on red rice land

and it is easy to talk diversification. |
Three mensurea were decided uj-
on: An agricultural, livestack and
homo economics fair to be held here
this fall. Exhlbits from- all parts
of the parish wiil be encouraged.
A sweet potato curing house will ba
erected, This section prodnees the
“ppot” bountifully, and the curing
will insure them gafely on the mark-
ot. Velyet and soy heans are going
to be planted on some of the here-

instead of letting it “lay .out a}ul
rest,” as the beans will furnish win-
ter feed and improve the land s0
that it will produce much more rlce
hext year tham if It had laid out.

EREzT TR i
Proposes Scheme to Raise §5,000,000
a Year Without Taxes,

i S

Daton Rouge, March 31.—Picking
up the ohallenge of P. M. Miner,
president of the Louisiana bMoler
Leagne, that the oniy way to auud
a systepr of public highways in Lou-
jgiana is by means of a $27,000.0ud
boud issue, carrying with i an a.d-
valorem tax upon the people, ox-
fGovernor J. Y. Sanders, at the close
af a two hours hearmg Dbefore a
grest gathering of good roads _in-
terosts at the capitol, Wednesday
night, declared that he conld find
means of providing $4,271,250 per
vear for road huilding, and posaibiy
over $5,000,000, without adding a
dallar’s burden to the already over-
taxed people of this state. The
former governor was loudly appland-
ed. His plan In brief is as follawa:

70,000 autos at minimmn license
of %15 to yield $1,050,000; 15,000
trucks at minimum license of §5i,
hiles estimated, $21,250; !
2 penl tax on gasoline, 1,000,000,
Federul aid for roads, 31,250,000,
Totaling 34,271,250

“And this without
which, with the parish provigions for
good rouads, would wield more than
the State Iighway Department could
economically spend,” added Govern-
or Sanders.

ONE MORE UNFORT

BLACK,

INATE

Thi negro moonghiner seems to be
up agaimst hard luek. 'We under-
stand his name is Sheep, and we pre-
sutie he i3 one of those proverhial
“blaek sheep.” Any how, the fed-
eral authoritics goi him at Slidell;
last week, with =zeveral botiles of
“White Lightning.”” It iz said that
a trip was alzo made toward Sun,
where some mash and a coil waa
found, and where there was a litlle
gun play withoul any shooting. No
arrest was made there. * :

- LIST OF DEAD LETTERS.

Following 1s the list of dead let-
ters ret:aining in the Covington post-
offica:

Lonnie Bowling., Roburt Browr,
Slim Crowthan, Mrs. Bell Jenkins,
W. H. Loyd, John A, MeCormack,
E. 0. Plauche & Son, Joseph O'Con-
nell, James L. Stone, Mra. Harry
Welsted,

JACOB SEILER,
Postmaster.

A CHEMIST WHO BELIEVHS IN
TINE 0156,

Dr. Veltch, chief of the T. 8. Da-
partment of Chemistry, vlsited Cov-
ington, Tuesday, and he came ex-
pressly to ses the home of the Mackis
medieinal pine oil. In his research-
es, and In hig family use of this oil,
he has been won over to -its virtuez
and he wanted to see the place whers
it {z made. Tho Mackie Company
fully appreciated the compliment
paid to this industry, and especially
the endorsement given to Mackie's
Pine Ol as a family remedy and for
emergency” usge, and Dr. Veiich was
given the freedom of the plant.

OLL: TALK.

A new oil company is reviving the
old rTumor of <il in 5t. Tammany
parish. No announcements have
heen made here, but we understand
offices have been tented, oplions o
about 15,000 acres of land have becn
gecured amd preparations are baing
made to put the machinery here and
start the derricks. Thers is Jlso
some talk of the discovery of ochre
beds. Just what the proposition is
has not yet been told here, but we
understand the Ardmore paper is full
of the romanee of huge possibilitics
[t i3 suid that the company will
furnish itz own capilal.  All th's is
simply rumor. What is actually be-
‘ng done must be told in a story thet
has some facts and some informaticn
pehind it.

GANDERS OPPOSES ROAD ROND §
PLAN. ik

3750,000; Personal tax on automo- j
Present | i
good road tax of 1-8 mill, $200,000; + 1

parish aid, |}
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'WINDOW SHADES

7 ft. by 38 in., solid color,
guaranteed window ahades, .
hund colors, Special. . §1.28

7 ft. by 28 in., duplex hand
calored shades, white on one
aide ‘and green on the other:
Bpeelal o, S $1.48

6ft. by 3G in.,-solid color
window shades, regular 9ic
sellers, our price this week;
all colores .......-.. BDe

gt

- ODD SETTEES

Brown Fibre (dd Settees, bough
as odd piecus, cheap,
chieap. Regular
~about §20,00.

TRIMBLE KIDDIE K0OPS

Protecl BABY from

symmer insects
foriginal ) KINDIE KOOP.
Priced special at .......

PICTURE FRAMES

Frame made ‘to fit any siZe pic
ture. Various designs of mould
ings to select from.

LIBRARY TABLE

Beautiful  golden oak

dravrer.
Special at

We are not trying to STAMPEDE ybu. We are not trying to hurry you up,
but if you want to benefit by these BARGAINS you've got to act quick.

and sold
price, imn. get,

Special, on odd settes, .... $9.08

the dangers
of mosquitos and other familiar
in' TRIMBLE':

/05 48

Lihrary
Table, top 24xd6 inches, solid ocak
panel book shell and one large

....... ceceis 1208 -

HESITATES IS LOST!

| SPECIAL

14-0z. cotlon mops. . .. 3 L
4c
a7e
08¢
19¢
it
19¢

- Bhopping bags .......

: 10-gt. galv, buckets. ..

. Daylo Flashlight
Noxal furpiture polish.

“FREEZO” FREEZERS

. sSpecial Prices
1qt...$3.48 2 qt...3419
2 qt... 468 4gqt... 548

Noxal forniture polish.
China Jdinner plates. ..

: _ FRUIT JARS

Kerr Self-Scaling Frait- Jars
wide mouth, gquarts, doz.,..$1.50
Kerr's BEconomy, quaris, doz. 1.35
Keri’s Magon, quarts, doz... 1.35
P BITRR i i 1.25

OIL COOK STOVES

Neﬁ Perfection  Oil Cook Htoves

t

2 Tihrner Sa sy e S R LR
PRI P T 5 0l =3 R e AR i I T
3 BUMMEr .......s00.-.. 2000
. 4 DULREr . v eana b i L
GOLUKHIA GEARANOY A  REFRIGERATORS

= At Pre-War Prices

Alaska Star Refrigcrators

3300l t:!pe, nows g en il Solid  oak refrigerators, - golden
5?‘00 tyDe, now... 45.00 oak finish, 2-inch cork insulation
7?‘00 D8, NN ﬁ\?.ﬂ‘{! and 5 layers of felt, white enamel
125,00 type, now. .. 85.00 finish fnside.
13000 txfs, mow. o L3500 B 0-1b top doer. L D $17.98
165.00 type, mow. .. 135.00 $0-1b top deer ......... -35.98
SO Rl e T §

FASY TERMS 100-1b side lcer

EASY TERMS

- BATHING SUITS

Seashore Bathing’ Buits, sol-
id and faney colors.

Spevial pricc, §1.458 to $6.98
Ladies’ Bathing Cups, 45c |

8-0Z. TUWBLERS

Thin Gliss Tumblors

'PORCH SHADES

Yudor Sclf-\‘enﬁl:;ting Shades
6 fi, wide, 76 in. drop.. $7.75

8 fi. wide 76 in. drop.. 10.40 Decorated thin glass blown
10 tt. wide, 76 in. drop.. 13.85 tumblers. :
Guaranteed . Hung ¥ree Sets of 6 ..... 7 cenis each

WE RENT
_ FURNITURE

g’ WE STORE
FURNITURE

WE HAUL
FURNITURE

If you have never visited this store come in now and let’s get acquainted. Al-
ways something interestir g and new to see. We take pleasure in showing you.
“COURTESY AND SERVICE" IS OUR MOTTO b

BURNS FURNITURE COMP

“The Home Furnishers”

TG - ~WE CRATE

JEWELRY DEEAR FURNITURE

WE CARRY A COMPLETE ;

LINE OF SOLID .GOIJD i WE REFINISH

JHWHRLEY WATCHES AND | : : ;

CLOCKS, IVORY WAL, FURNITURE i

CUT GLASS, AND HAND: I .

PAINTED CHINA. - WE REPAIR

FURNITURE

NY

Telephone No. 8

QYou need not be an

!“

ad writer” to use these
columns. State your
wants simply, an: above
all truthfully. '

g Or telephone this
office and the c'er’ will
write your ad. :
g Want ads are the
biggest little investiments
you can make.

Advertising 1n The Fsrmer paye
Mg dividends,

e e

(" TTWO GREAT HITTERS SWACK 'EM ALIKE

|

Pictured here are two-of the most
scason opens for 1921--the great Babe
ager Tris Speaker of the world Champion Cleveland Indians.
new shotographs from southern training ¢
men swing a wicked feft-hand bludgeon.. Note the exact -action.: =~

ular men .i'n bageball, as .te
RuticHore i, Kihg, and Man-
These -
camps shows how bofh great

YOUR FAVORITE STOCK CO.
eeciiaaipe fae
% Paul English Players
Playing One Big Week Starting
| We will positively be here on the
above date advertised, tor a week
25 PEOPLE, BAND, ORCHESTRA |

Night

Opening Play Monday

“Call of
~ the Woods”

A Four Act Comedy Drama

New Tent, New Plays, New Vaude- |
ville, Good Music, Cheap Prices.

Doors npen 7:30; Show__ 8:10 p. m.

Free Band Concert at 10:30 a. m. |




