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By Douglas MaIlobh. ii

We wrest no subterranean store from out of caverns deep and dark,
'Nor with the blood-red hand of war make harvest of a nation's

tears.
Ours is the wealth of God's good. eoil and on hiseartli we leave

no mark -
But furrows of the farmer's toil, the bu e of a thousand

years. :-:

Here we assemblewht we , hr•we-have gthered of the y.ield•
SThe products.of . i~rkwd, o 'answertbthe ones whoask.

These are the children othe eied arisii in the fertile field,
A world of wear one tofeed nioble duty, honest task.

Even in joy of laborione we.harhiour hour foi deeper thought,
To see the glory of-the, suni miing fruit and golden ;i

E'en in the frolic ofthe fair we realize how G6d has wrought
Till herds increase and blossoms bear, fed by his sunshine and "

his rain. .

All mindful of our work aga another season yet to be,
S At us come forth rejoicing then to pass a merry week away--

Proud of the treabesia t t e ours, with meriment anda inustry
Taking of eart ti~h fruit and flowers, takng of life both

work and ily.

FAIR TIME AGAIN
The Purpose of Our Own Festival and a

History of Some Others

SHY is a fair? W. can't all answer that from a single view-
point. It means something different to practically every o&he

' ofus. There is no doubt, though, that the feeling of gayety
is niveral-een to thosewho must work like Turks to-
make the occasibn a succes.

The man or woman with a grouc has no business at our fair ts
lyear. You must goprepared tceneyAhe blare of band music and the
mlion noises that arent music. Youmust bekeyed up to reveld the
sift of thousands of chattering holiday makers, of bright decorations of
pretty girls, of sideshows and ballyhooe, of popcorn balls in red tissue
.and sweating glasses of orangeade, of sizzling sandwiches and ice cream
;cones, of live-stock and household and implement displays, of pattering.
trotters and pacers and running horses, of buzzing grandstand, of golden
sunshine and yellow dust-clouds. Yes, and tired feet and whimpering
babies with heat-rash and smart alecks here and there-for we haven't
reached the land of perfection y~

Now let's peel the surface off the situation and see what's inside.
This year's fair is going to be a pretty fine advertisement for our whole
community-the surrounding farm lands and farmers, the town and its
enterprising, public-spirited merchants. And really that is the rock-
bottom purpose of holding a fair-advertising. It is a community aim
and effort to show its people how much they amount to, and to show oUt-
siders that this is a ~ighty good place to live izi-prosperous, progresive
country and neighborly people. A man ooking-for a place in which to
settle down could' easonablyask for anything more or better..

Courtesy to Visitors.
The folks of this community und tand one another. Our frmers

know the town business men with ihom they deal. Our business en
are pretty well acquainted with most of the peopl who come inf their
stores. Now we wat tshow-a of our spirit of kindliness and
intelligence to the strangerswithin. ourgates d the fetival e n.
It is the best sort of advertising we can pit: forth. :

It is inesti abl wr th w if itos gohomeLan-esyt "
always like to atteiid thei tairt. The whole town seems to -wggle its
latchstring at me. Ai •otfe ti h t people- out -ofteirWay
to be polite-ready to give information or do a little favor-I'm certainly
going back oftener and get acquainted with some of them."

S In order further to answer the question which introduces this article

we take down our handy-reference book-a large red volie-and turn
to page 426. Therein we'learn-that the word "fair" is derived from the

Old French "feire," the modern French "foire," the Italian 'era," the

Latin "feria," meaning holiday, and that this is connected with the
Latin "festus, meaning feast..

In the United States there are no fairs of the kind that have been

common in the Old World. •'hterm here isa pled to a variety of

exhibitions, such as church, charity and agricultural exhibitions, and local,

state, national, or interiational expositions or fairs. The fact is, the

term is applied to all exhibitions where:people are expected to bestow

patronage or make purchases. : ;

Bits of Fair History.

The most common kind are agriculturalfairs--couny and state, as

you know. This kind got their start as a regular thing in America in
1819. At Albany, N. Y., there was a prosperous merchant, Elkanah

Watson, who believed that such an enterprise would encourage farming
nd m an ctrino and help business. He used his influence with the

tategislat , ad that body appropriated $10,000 yearly, for six year,
for emiums mon i clt prdpucts; and- family manufactures

Since then annua county, district and state fairs are quite ne

1l3 'yh d. The disrict aid s nnty fairs especially are held, not mbinly
f ipalae of goo, bitior advertising purposes-as we hare said. Cit

"a4 d-

F jstreet faiwhere amusements of various kinds are furnished, are intended
to promote the welfa:re f the city by attracting traders to them. The

.same goes for word fairs which are held in this country. While com-
imodities aresold, the primary object is to advertise.

In the Old World the fair or bazaar is an ancient institution. If we
!could find files of the daily papers and country; weeklies when old Mr.
'Pharao wa kinging for living, when Professor Plato was discoursing
on pure dempcracy and the what pad how of a republic, when the thou-

-sndannd one. events the Arabian Nights Entertainments were being
worked out, we should probably find articles like this one--an editor's
write-up of the annual fair In his town. ;

Sarter and Exchange Places
People throughout Europe look upon the fair as a meeting held for

ithe purpose of exhibiting and selling gods. Originally fairs were held
Siat stated times and places, some for the sale of a particular class of mer-
chandise, others for the sale of goods of a general character. People

I resorted to them to exchange good and to collect their stores to last for
iseveral months. Princes and .th agistrates of cities encouraged themi
and some of th privileges granted long ago still remain in force.

Such fair as these flourish today on the outskirts of civilization, as
in Siberia, Manchuria, Asiatio Turkey, where people live isolated for long
stretches of tiie and do their buying no oftenr than once or twice a
year. They originated in the church festivals, which were found to.
afford the best opportunity for commercial transactions, the concourse of
people being such as took place upon no other occasions.

SOt European Practleea.
In some parts f Europe persons of all ranks still wait for the great

annual fairs to make their principal purchase of articles of every descrip-
tion. This applies ipeally to parts of Europe where trading facilities-
;including transportation, advertisig announcements and the like-are
' not as highly developed as in.all partsf Anmerica today.

One of the most noted of the old fairs was that of -Saint Barrthold
mew in London, foded at the benning of the twelfth century.

The greatest fairs in Germany are those of Frankfort, Leipzig and
Brunswick. Other noted an historic fairs held yearly or semiannually ini
!Europe are those of ZurEach, Switzerland; Budapest, Hungary; Sini-'
gaglia, Italy; Lyons, France (before the war), and Nizhni-Novgorod,

eussia. The last named yearly attracts buyers from all parts of Europe and
central and northern Asia, and merchandise worth $100,000,000 changes
handa. At Mecca, in Arabia, the fair is held inr connection with the
tmnual pilgrimagtf Mohamimedan', and is onte of the most picturesque
Iuthe world. , '

W- We hope thipol t garaeedt be reasonably
true-willAiot t ai n r on your frivolous inced nd& spoil our own
1air for-youa Doll up inyur gayefdaspet ansBet diour heart on having
a regular picnic this year-just like the year you were sixteen and had

a sweetheart; when U d tintyr e pictres made together and echanged
'thnm. Remember? . .

VALUE OF FAIR
TO OUR PEOPLE
Agricultural and Industrial Show

S for Both th Town and
Country Folkf

AN EXCHANGE FONEW IDEAS

Besides It Appealt to AH of Us Who
Want to B Amused While We're

Learnlg-Closer Touch With -
Home Lies of Neighborms.

The fair is an educational clearing
house. It is an agricultura and irn-
dustrial institute for residents of both
town and country. It Is a short course
in better farming and better living. It
is a physical demonstrattpi ofrhWy the
man who-farms with his head•stead
of with his hands must inevitably sue,
ceed. . . .....

It Is a comprehensive exhibition of
.what the ambitious boy or girl may
ahieves in agriculture, live-stock rais-
ing, dairyingr horticuitural, home, gar-
dening, domestie science or household
economy. It is an exposition of l be
minarvelous Improvement in farm ma-
chinery and agricultural implements.
It is an object lesson i n the greht
part which improved machinery plays
in the deveilpment and cultivation
the farm and the increased prospefity
of the farmer.

Look for Yourself.
The chiefeduational value of our

fair lies in the fact that it i demon-
strative In charact". The eye Is a
more convincing tctor than the
ear. We are slow to accept and be-
lieve in any new method until we have
had optical proof of its superiority

'over the old. -
Often it I difficult to secure the t-

tention of the busy man woman long
enough to give such a demonstration.
Not.infrequently it happens that farm-
ers who would be most benefited by
better methods of farming are not suf-
ficiently lnteresed to be present at
any special meeting called for the pur-
pose of discussing the subject.

But the fair appeals to that traltt
mankind which demands entertainment

and amusement and becomes a com-
mon forum for the discussion of all
matters having to do with agriculture,

.ndustry, the home and the school.
In this clearing house of education

the farmer learns what the manufae;
turer, the merchant and the banker are
and have been doing to make his la.
bor less arduous and his farm more
Sprofitable and the town resident learnsa
what rapid progress is being made In-
agriculture. A bond of common inter
est is created which means much to
both town and country.

Value to Everybody.
.The farmer learns by actual obser-

vation of the newest devices and im-
provements in agricultural imple-
ments. He learns their use and bene-
fits. He learns in what way they,
assist in soil cultivation, in plant
growth, in sowing, in harvesting, in
threshing. He learns the economic
value of the more modern machinery,
of the silo, of. motor power on the
farm. -

.The -urban dweller is-furnished a
vivid picture of the agricultural re-
sources of the community. He learns
about the fertility of the soil in the

Svicinity; of what is being done to in-
crease the farm yield; to Improve the
quality of the stock, and to multiply
the total dairy product.
'Every mina and woman, whether

town or country resident, is brought
into closer touch with the home life
-of- thers. All Imbibe that broader
education which means. co-operation-
that ideal education which is service
to pel and all humanity.

IOME AND SEE US

Y ou will find the latch-
s tring, of this newspa-

per office hanging out all
ready to be pulled during
fair time, and once inside
you will be met with iordial
welcome. If we don't know
you personally, this is a
first-rate opportunity to get
Sacuainted. If you're an old

:acuanta , youll ave -
h avant -of not4 f

like company., 
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