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BYNOPSIS

CHATPTER L—During tha hefzht of ths
Mew Oricans carnival seagon Jachin Fell,
wealthy LwUgl somewhit mMysterious cit-
igen, and 7. Ansley, are discussing B
series of robberles by an indlvidual known
an the Midnight Masquer, who, invariahly
attired as an aviator, has long defied the

lice. Joseph Maillard, wealthy bankar,
r;lvlng a ball that night, at which the
Masquer has threatened to appear and
rob a'ae guests, Fell and Ansley, o their
way to the affalr, meet & girl dressed as

umbine, seemingly known to Fell, but
od, who accompanles them to the

CHAPTER IL—Lucie Ledanois, recent-
1y the ward of her wnecle, Joseph Maile
lard, 1= the Columbipe.

CHAPTER TIlL--In his Hbrary Juse?h
Muliiard and & group of friends are heid
up and robbed by the Midnight Masquer.

PTER IV.—Lucie Ledanols, the last
of &n old fam!ly, is in straitened circums
stances. Joseph Malllard's handling of
her funds has been unfortunate, [ell is
an old friend of her parents and deeply
Intercated in the girl, Henpy Gramont,
rablly the prince de Gramont, son of
& French father and an Amearican mother,
but whn spurng the tlle of prince, {8
snamored of Lucle and believes himself
a oot unfavored suitor, §

CHAPTER V.—Grament’a  chauffeur,
Hammond, sergeant [n  the American
army in nce, and there kpown to
Gramont, lvea with hlin. He was the
original Mldnlght Masquer, and Gramont,
for 4 particular purpose, after discover-
tng Hommond's activities, assumes the
role. Where Hammond had been a rob-
ber for Hnancinl gain, Gramont, of
¢ouree, Is pot. He arranges to return
the "loot” to those whom he has robbed.
The Jewels and money, in ndividual pack-
ages, are got ready for dellvery next day
to thelr original owners, That night they
are stolen from Gramont's auto.

CHAPTER VI1I.—-Ben Cacherre, an in-
&lvidual of unsavory character, appears
1o be mssoclated with Jachin YWell e
has a peculinr interview with ona Meame;
phia Izzy Gumberts, notoricus influentlal
crook, in which there is significant refar-
snce ko & mysterious “‘boss." :

CHAPTER VIL—Lurle summons Gra-
‘mont 10 her home and shows him the
packages from his aute. He admits he
18 the Midnight Masquer, but convinces
her that he Had no thought of robbery.
He refuses, however, to explain hls pur-
poea. The packages are returned to
thelr owners.

CHAPTER VIIL.—That evaning Fell,
Gremont, and Dr. Ansloy, at the Krawea
of Comus ball, are pcvosted by an jn-
toxlcated masked Individual whom they
recognize as Bob Malllard. Ha invites
them to a convivial party in a private
room. ~ They refuse, and Uramont leaves
the bullding. Joseph Malllard. scels his
pon, fearing public scandal as a result of
Bob's condition. With Fell and Ansley
they fnd the room where the revels ars

ing on, Entering they discover an in-
dividual, attired as an aviator, In the act
of robhing the intoxbeated youths, Tn
& strurels that ensues Maillard s shot
and killed, The “Masquer' escapes.

CHAPTER 1X.—Gramont, with Ham-
mond, visita Terrebonne, a wild sectlom
of the country. to inspect T.acie Ledanola’
land, which he believes contains ofl.  He
finds Indlcationa of apparently almost un-
beliavable quantities of the atuff. While
#tooping over a pool of water which
clearly showa traces of oll on its sur-
face, Gramori hears his name spoken. ™

CHAPTER X.—He eannet sec the
apealers, but the conversation ends sinpu-.
larly abruptly, Graniont doees not investl.
gate. Hammond finds a dead man in
some woods and 18 chareed Ly Ben Cn-

“teherre and. two other men with murder,
Gramont can do nolbing, The men take
Hammond to the town of Houma. Later
Gramont Ands a blondsialned knifa whers
he had heard the volees. He then teallzes
that Cacherre was ona of the men talk-
ing. and is the murderer.

CHAPTER X1.—Believin
Gramont investizatez buildingz on the
adjoining farm, which he knows belonge
to Memphia Izmzy Gumberts.  H- fins
avidence of automobile stezllng on &
astupendous gcale and learns from a man
who dizcovers him and whom he outwits,
that the place ia algo the headguarters
of the underground lottery gams anlq
that Jachin Fell is the maysterious "hoss.

CHAPTER XII—Bark in the city, Gra-
mont learns of the killag of Joseph Mail-
lard. He seeks furtiier evidence ngainat
Fell. Gramont, Fell. and ‘Lacle Ledanols

form m compeny to bore for oil on the Tas

dancle place. Fell tella Gramont he “plant-
ed” the evidence of oll there and uwn-
. folds a scheme to make a fortune for the
girl. Gramont refuses to be a Darty to
the project. Fell threatens to prove him
the murderer of Malllard. which he seems
able to do, and Gramont reluctantly
agrees to join him,

CHAPTER XIIL—Gramont realizes la
must act guickly if he is to secura the
members of the robher gang.  Carherre
brings him a note from Fell, and he
atung and binds the messenger, findin in
hlg pocket evidence he helieves of value,
Leaving Cacherre bound, Gramonl sets
gut for Terrebonne, hknowing that Mem-
phis lzzy (Gumbertz is’to he there thu!
Biternaon.

CHAPTER XIV.—At Terrebpnne Gra-
© ment surprises and arrests Gumberts and
gang. One of Cum-
berts’ crowd shooty Grathont, breaking his
arm. Gramoent kills him, bul s about to
be overpowsercd when members of -his
post of the American Legion, wham he
had Instructed to follow him, arrive and
iake chirge of CGumberis and the reet
of the gang, In Cacherre's auto they find
& bloodslained aviator's costume and an
avomatic revolver. Gramont 1a convinced
that Cncherre is the slayer of Joseph
Malllard,

himself aione,

CHAPTER XV
When the Heavena Fail
The cliief of police entered the of-
fiee of Juchin Fetl, high in (he bMalgon
Binnche huilding, at eight o'clock on
Friday cvenineg, Mro Foll glanced up
Joat him in surprise.
“Hella, chief! What's ap?”
The oilicer gazed at him in astonish-
ment.
"What's np? Whr, I earme around to
gee you, of conrse!” ;
dushiln Vell smiled whimsienlly, “To
_see me?  \Well chief, that's good of
FoU L =it down grnl have ao gisar, eh?
Wlhatl's the nottert ¥ou look rather
taken abpek”
T ™ s=aid the  other,
STHORT you expect me?”
BNoY sadd Jachip Fell, halting sud-
denly in the act of reaching for a
selgar, ad turning his keen gnze upel
the chiof. “Fxpect you? No!” s
“It's dnrned queer, then ! That chap
Gramont cilled me up aho ten min-
. ltes and =aid {o get around here
B LT R B saloe it that yan
WaAnied (o ogee e,
S e A NN
W
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“Nary a sign of him, chief”

The door~opened, ang Henry Gra-
mont appeared, his right hand heand-
aged and in a sling,

“Good evening, gentlemen!” he sald,
sinfling.

“Here's Gramont, now]” exclaimed
Fell, *“Did you call the chief over
here_!l %

“I sure did.” end Gramont came for-
ward. "I wanted to see you two gen-
tlemen’ together, and so arranged it
Miss Ledancls 18 to be here at nine,
Fell?”

The little man nodded, his eyes In-
tent upon. Gramont. He noticed the
banduged arm. ;

“Yea. Have you been hurt?'

“Blightly,” Gramont brought up
chalr across the desk from Fell, and
sat down. He put his left hand in his
pocket and brought forth a document
which he handed to the chief of police.
“Cust your eye over that, chlef, nnd
say nothing. You're here to listen for
the present. Here's something to cover
your case, Mr. Fell”

Grument prodoced his automatie
from the pocket of his coat, and lald
It on the desk before him. There was
a moment of startled silence, The of-
ficer, looking over the paper which
Gramont had handed him, zeemed to
find it of sudden, Intense Interest.

“What means all thia mystery und
melodramatic action, Gramont? dJde-
manded Jachin Fell, a slight sneer in
hia eyes, hizs wolce guite toneless,

“It meane,” enid Gramont, regarding
him steadily, “that you're under arrest.
I went out to the Gumberts place on
Buyou Terrebonne thls morning, ar-
resied Meémphis Izzy Gumberts and
four other mien engaged In operating
a Iottery, and alao arrested two

-mechaniciang who were engaged In

working on stolen cars. We took 18,
further, & gentleman by the name of
Dick Iearne; a lesser member of the
gang, who 18 now engared In dietating
a confesston.  Just a moement, chieft
I prefer to deo the tulklng at present.”

Gramont smiled into the steady, un-
faltering eyves of Iell.

“You are next on the program,” he
aaid, evenly. “We know that you are
at the head of nn organized gang,
which 18 not only operating’ a lottery
through thls and adjacent states, but
also, i3 conducting an Immense busi-
ness In stolen automohlles. There-
fore—" :

“Just one minute, please” sald
Jachin Fell. “Ilo you Torget, Mr, Gra-
mont, the affuir of the Mideight
Musquer? Yo are 8 very zealous cftl-
zen, T have o deubr, but—" 7

*T wns about to add,” struck In Gra-
moat, “that your pleasant friend Ben
Chacherre is cliirged with the murder
of the sheriff of Terrebonne purish. in
which I huve clesr evidence agalnst
him, having becn present at the scens
of fhe erime, He is algo charged with
the murder of Josepl Muillard—"

“My heavens ™ sald Fell, staring. “I
never dreamed that Chacherre—"

“Perhaps  yor  dido’t.”  Gramont
shrugged his shoulders. “Nelther did
unyone else. T imagine’ that Ben
learned of this room and drinklng
party, and rightly declied that he
conld make a rich haul, off a small
erowd of drunken young sports. He
had the-ecostume stolen from my car,
&8 you know: alsp the automatic
which went with {t. Two shots were
missing from the automatic when we
found. it in Ben’s possession; and you
remember the Masguer fited twice at
the time Maillard was killed.”

Fell's keen eyes sparkied angrily.

“You're a very zenlous cltizen, young
man,” he said, sofrly, “I see that you've

“been hurt. - T trust your little game

did nof result in casualties?”

Gramont nodded, “Charlle the Goog
went west. He was desperate, I
fancy ; at all events he got:me In the
arm, and I had to shoot him. Memphls
Tzzy hardly justified hls tremendous
reputition, for he yielded lke a lam o

“go you killed the Goog, ¢h?" said
Fell. “Very zealous, Mr. Gramont! And
I sufipose that the exigencies of the
eage justified you-a private citizen, in
earrying arms and using them? Who
aided vou in this marvelous affair?™

“& pumber of friends from my post
of the American Legion,” said Gra-
mont, evenly.

“Ah! This organization ia poing In
for pollfics, then?” 7

“Npt Tor potitics, Tell; for justice.
I deputized them to assist me."”

“Deputized !'" repeated Fell, glowly.

“Certainly.” Gramont smited. “You
see, this lottery business lLes been’
going on for & year or ore. Some
tlme age, before 1 came to New Or-
leans, the governor of thig stafe ap-
pointed me a special officer to investi-
cute the matter. There is my commis-
gion, which the chief hag heen reading.
1t glves me a good deal of power, Fell;
quite enongh power to gather In you
sndd your bunch.” 2y
~The c¢hief of police fooked very un-
easily from Grament to Jachin Fell,
and back again.  Fell sat erect in his
chalr, staving at Gramont.

«You were the original Midnight
Masquer,” said Fell in his toneless
volee, At this direct charge, and at
Gramont's assent, the chief started 1o
surprise.

“Vag (ne reason was that T suspect-
ed some one in society, some one high

Oramont.

with the gang: but I never dreameéd
that you were the man, Fil. 1 rather
suspected young Mafllard: 1 am now
Elud to say that I was entirely wrong.
You were the big boss, Fell, and you're
going to serve time for it."

Fell glanced at the chief, who
cleared his throat ag it ahout to speak.
At this moment, however, a sharp
knock sounded at the door.

“Come " called Gramont.

A man entered. It waz one of Gra-
mont's deputies, whe bappened alao to
be a reporter from one of the morning
papers of the city. He carried several
aliects of paper which he lald beforc

He¢ glapced gt Fell, who
recognized him and exchanged a nod
of greeting, then returned hia attention
to Gramont,

. “Ah!” gald the latter with satiafac-
tlon, a8 he examined the papera. “So
Hearne hes given up everything, han
hel Does ‘this confession Implicate
Mr. Fell, here?”
* "Well, rather,” drawled the other,
cheerfully.. “And see here, cap! There
are two more of us in the crowd and
we've arranged to split the story, We'd
llke to rush the stuff to our pepera the
minute you give the word, hecause—"
" *1 kpow." Grament returned the
papeys that bore the counfession of

Hearne, "You've made copiea of this,
of course? All right. Shoot the stuff
in to your pmpera right away, Iif yon
wish.” s 5

Fell ralsed a hand to check the

other.

“One moment, please!™ he gaid, hia
€yes boring into the newspaper mAD.
*Will yoo also take a message from me
to the editor of your newspaper-—and
eee that 1t poes to the others as well 7"

“If Mr. Gramont permitd, yes."

“Go ahead,” sald Gramont, wonder-
ing what Fell would try Dow. Hea
soon learned.

“Then,” pursued Fell, evenly, “you
wil kindly inform the editors of your
papers that, In case my name, appears
In connectlon with this matter, I shall
Immediately Institete sult for libel
No matter what Mr. Gramont may say
or do, I assure you fully that no pub-
Mclty Is going to attach to me in this
matter, Neither, I may add, am I going
to be arrested. That is all, sir.”

Gramont smiled, “Take the message
If you see fit, by all means,” he sald,
carelessly,  “You may also take my
fullest assurance-that within twenty
mlnutes you will observe My, Fell
safely in jall, That's all”

The newspaper man saloted and de-
parted, grinning. i !

Gramont leaned forward, the harsh
iines of his face spellilng determination
a8 he looked at Jachin Fell i

“8o you won't be arreated, eh? Let’s
#ee, [ know that thls gang of yours
haz Influence running uwp - into “high
pinces, and that this influence has
power. That s why I was appoeinted
to Investigate this lottery game secret-
iy, und in vy own way. That Is why,
glso, I brought the chief of police hers
tonight.” ;

He turned to the perturbed officer,
and spoke coldly.

“Now, chief, you've seen my author-
ity, you've heard my charges, and you
know they will be proved up to the
hilt. Are you willing te arrest Jachin
Fell, or not? .

The chict cleared his throat.

“Why, Mr. Gramont,” he observed,
nervougly, “about the rest of the gung,’
we'll take care of 'em, sure| But it's
different with Mr. Fell, here. He's a
friend of the genator—"

“Different, h=—I111" snapped Gra-
mont, angrily. “He's a criminel, no
matter who hia frlends may be, and I
have the proof of 1t!"” !

“Well, that may be 8o, admitted
Aue chief of police. "“But this thing I8
goin' to ralse 8 h-=l of a scandal, all
vp and down the state!  You kmow
that as well ae I do. Now, If T was
you, I'd act kind of slow—" .

Gramont smiled bitterly.

“"Pérhaps you would, chief. In-fact,
I don’'t doubt that you would. But von
are not me. Now, as a duly-appointed
officer acting under authority of the
governor of the mtate, 1 call upoa you
to arrest this crimlinal, and I make you
fluly responsible for his mafe-keeping.
Do you dare refuse?”

The chief hesitated. He looked at
Fell for help, but none came. ¥Fell
seetned to be rather amused by the
pitnation,

Gramont leaned back in- his chalr.
The purpling festures of the chief
were streaming with perspiration; the
mas was In & frightfuel dlienma, and
hiz pllght was pitable. At this in-
ptant Jachin Fell Interposed. )

‘“Let me speak, please” he sald,
gently. “My dear Mr. Gramont, it has

Just occurred to me that there may be |

a compromize—"

“I'm  not compromising,” snapped
Gramont. ;

*Certainly not; I speak of our mute-
sl friend here,” and Fell indicated the
chief with a bland gesture. “I belleve

that Judge Forester of this city 18 at|

present consulting with the governor
at Baton Rouge on political matiers.
With them, alwmo, ln Senator Flaxman,
who has come from Washiogton on the
same errand. Now, it -wounld be a very
gimple matter to end gll this anxlety.
Suppose that you call up the governor
“on long distance, ‘from this telephone,
and get his asgurance that I am not te
be arresied. Then you'll be convinced.”
Gramont laughed with deep anger.
v“you gangsters are afl alike!” he
said, turning to the desk telephome.
*You think that beCause you have
planted your siimy tentacles im high
places you can do anything with sbso-
lute impunity. But the governor of
this state is not in your clutches,
“He's a man, by heaven! I have his
agurance that he'll prosecute to the
limit whoever i behlnd this criminal
gung—and he keeps his word! Don't
think that if your friend the senator is
with him, you will be saved. I'll call
him, if only to show the'chief, here,
that inflzence 13 hot going to count In
this game.” : 2
Gramont took down the receiver,
ealled long distance, and put in a hor-
ried call for the executive mansion,
asking for the governor in persom,

“SJo0 you think that he’s immune from

infinence, do you JYachin Fell gmiled
| patronizingly and lighted a fresh cigar.

The chief of police was mopping his

up in New O 77ans, to be connected

brow.
e o -l e

T iy dear Gramont, you exhiblt a
youthful confidence !n homan nature!
Let ms topple your clay-footed Idol
from its pedestal in a hurry. Mention
to the governor that you have me nn-
der prrést, and that T have asked him
to speak with Judge Forester and Sen-
ator Fipxman before confirming the ar-
rext. I'll wager yom five hundred dol-
lars—"

The telephona rang sharply. Taunt-
ed almost beyond endurance, Gramont
seized the instrumént and made an-
swer. In s moment he had the gover
nor on the wire. His gaze went ex-
ultantly to Fell.

“Qoverncr, this Is Henry Gramont
speaking,” he sald. I've just succeed-
ed In my work, as I wired you this af-
ternoon—io, hold on m minute! This
ig important. - :

“The head of the entlre gang i a
man here in New Orleans by the name
of Jachin Fell. Yes, Fell I find it
very hard to get him arrested. Fell

‘hoasts that his influence i3 soperlor to

any that I can bring to bear. He aaks
that you mpeak with Judge Yorester
and Renator Flaxman before confirm-

ing the arrest, and boasts that you will-

oriler me to keep my hands off,
“Speak with them, governor! If
they're In the gang, too, don't you
worry. You copfirm this arrest, and
Tl put Fell behind the bara If T have
to turn all New Orleans inside out.
Go ahead! 1 know ¥you ecan't be
reached by eny of these crooks—I'm
merely ealllng Feil's bluff. We have

the chlef of police here, and he's

Eh? Sure. Take as long

sweatlng.
as you like, povermor.”

He amiled grimly at Jachin Fell as
he walted. Two minutes passed—
three—fcur. Then be heard the volee
of the governor again,

“Yea?' S

“Don't drrest him, Gramont.”

“What?” Gramont grsped.

*on't touch him, I sald! Get in all
the others, no matter who they are,
but leave Fell alone—"

“You d—d coward!” shouted Gra-
mont, o 8 heat of fury. “So this Is
the way you keep your promises, 13 it?
And 1 thought you were sbove all In-
fluences — real American! You're a
h—1! of a governor—oh, I don't want
to hear any more from you.”

He jerked up the recaiver. ;

There was 8 moment of dead silence
in. the room. The chigf mopped his
brow, in evldent relief. Jachin Fell
sat back in his chalr and serutinized
Gramont with his thin-lipped smile,

Gramont sat helpless, wrung by cha-
grin, rage and Impoieney. There was
nothing he could gay, nothing he could
do. ‘The man behind him had failed
him. The entire power of the state,
which had been hehind him, had fajled
him. There was no higher power to
which he could appeal, except the
power of the federal government. Hin
head jerked up sharply. .

“Fell, I've got evidence on you, and
I've got the evidence to put this lot-
tery business Into federal hands, Boya!
come in here!”

At his shout the door opened amd
two of his men entered. Gramont
looked at the chief.

“You're willing to take care of all
the rest of the gang, chief?” -~

“Sure,” assented the pfficer.

- %Al wght. Boys, turn over the

whole crowd to the chief, and I'Il trust
you to see that they're  properly
booked dnd jailed. Turn over all the
evidence llkewlse, except that mail
sack. Have that brought up here, to
thiz room, and see that the eorridor
outslde Is kept gugrded. Get mei’

The two saluted. *“Yes, sir”

- “Good, Send to the federal bulld-
Ing, And out where there's an agent
of the Department of Justice, and get
him here. Have him here Inside of
fifteen minutes*

“My dear Gramont, your dev-otlon'

to duty is Roman in spirlt,” maid Ja-
chin Fell, Hghtly. *T really regret that

clreomstances 80 congpire to defeat’

you! Why can't you he satisfled with

bagging so many other__vlctims? You

can’t hag me—" .
“Can't 11" said Gramont, taking a
elgar and biting at it. He was cooler
now. “Hy heavens, Fell, there’s one
thing in thig country that you and no

| other man cap reach with any infin.

ence, politieal bribery or ecrooked con-
nections—and thats the government
of the United States! You can reach
Judges and senators and governors,
but you can't reach the unkmown and
humble men who earry the badge of
the Department of Justice!”

Fell made a slight gesture,

“Human natgre, my dear Gramont,

{1 It is quite true that I have not estab-

lished this gang of criminals, as you
¢nll them, without taking proper pre-
cantlons, Memphls Izzy, for instance,

| has Influence that reaches far and

ﬂée.- So have 1. So have others In
the party. 1 give you my assurance
that your Department of Jusiice man
will not arreast me.”

Gramont ‘paled. -

Jachin Fell glanced at hia watch.

“Luete will be here at any minute
now,” he obeerved. “I suppose your
sense of duty will force youm to dis-
close ‘everything to her? :

Gramont ~merely nodded, tight-
Hpped. A knock at the door, and one
of his men entered with the sack of
mall they had taken as evidence,

“A Jady 1= coming here at any mo-

‘ment,” gald Gramont, “Allow her to

enter.” :

The other salated and departed.

“A sense of duty is & terrible thing,”
and Jachin Fell aighed. *“What about
the oil company? Are you geing to

let: Miss Ledanois’ fortunes go to |

wrack and roin?

“Retter that” enld . Gramont, “than
to have her profit come through erimi-
nal money and means. She'd be the

“first’ to say so, herself, Bat T tell

you this: Um convinced that there 18
oll under that land of hers! If she'll
agree, 'l put up what money 1 have
against her land; we'll be able to have
ope well drilled at least. on the
chance!” 2

“If it's dry,” said Fell, “youll be
brolta” : :

“I enn alwaye
ot lanched ha :
‘Fell recarded Bim In slience a gio-
ment. Then: “I think Lucie loves yon,
Gramont

it work,” and Gra-

" A trembling selzed Gramont; a fo-

rious tmpuise to_shoot the man down

a8 he 8ar. Did he have the Daseness
to try 4dnd save Mmself through Lo-
cle? Bomething of hiz stiffed anger
most haye shown In bis eyes, for Ja-
chin Fetl laid down his cigar and con-
tinned quickly: .

“Don’t misunderstand, I say that 1
think she cares for you: It is merely
gurmise on my part. Lucle 18 one per-
sonfor whom I'd do anvthing. I stand
and have stood in the plice of 4 par-
ent to her, 8be {s very dear to me.
I have a gpeecixl renson for Intruding
on your personal affalrg ln this man.
ner, and some right to nsk you in re-
gard to your Intentlons”

ST don't recognize any right what-
ever on your part” sald Gramont,
steadily. :
" Fell smiled. “Ah! Then you are in
love. Well, youth must be served!”

“T'd 1ike to know one thing,” stroek-
in Gramont, “That {3, why vou were
8o cursed anxlons te. get something on
my man Flammond!  And why you
held the Midnight Masquer affair over
me ag a threat. Did you suspeet my
business?"

Fell threw hack hie head and.
laughed In 'a hearty amuosement that
was quite unresirzined.

“That,” he responded, s really ho-
thorous! Do you know, T honestly
thought yom =a fortune-hunter from
Europet There, I eonfess, I made a
grove errov.” ¥

Withont a knock the door opened
&nd Lucie Ledanois entered.

“Good evening, stockholders!"  she
exclaimed. “Dv you know there's a
crowd down In the street—pollcemen
and automoblles and a lot of excite
ment ¥ ; ; -

“Allow me,” sald Gramont, taking
her coat and plicing a chair for her
“Will you st down, please? You re-

member that I warned yon regarding |

a shock that would come; and now I
mist explain” Gramont gravely handed
her his commission frfom the gover-.
nor, and resumed his seat. “When T
gay that I have come here, not to

attend & meeting of our ofl company, |

but to arrest Mr. Fell, you will under-
stend. 1 om wery sorry, Lucie, to
kave to tell you all this, for I-know
your attachment to him,”

“Arrest—you, Uncle Jachin?® The
girl glanced from the paper to Fell,
whn nedded. “*Why—this lsn't a Joke
of some kind?¥"

“None whgtever, my dear.” =maid
Fell, quletly. “Mr. Gramont ls to be
congratulated. He has discovered that”
I wag the head of a large organizaticn
of criminals. Here, it I mistake’ not,
are your Department of Justice
friends, Gramont,

A koock at the door, and It opened
to admit one of Gramont's men.

“Here they are, sir—the chief agent
and a deputy. 8hall T let them In?”’

Gramont nodded. Two men entored
the room, and Gramont dismissed hig
OwWn man witlr a gesture. He saw that
the agents both nodded to Fell. -

“Io yoo gentiémen know this man™
he demanded, rising. ;

“Yes,” sald one of them, regarding
him keenly. “Who sent for ns?"

“I did"” Grament gave his name,
and handed them bis commission. *T
have been iInvestiggting a  lottery
which has been conducted in this state
for a long time by an organization
of very cltever erlminals.  Jachin Fell
1s the man at the head of thiz organi-
zation. The lesser members of the
gang are In custody. The police de-
partment will not arrest this man
Fell; his influence and that of hia
gang Ix extensive in political fields and
elsewhere, I have called up the gov-
ernor, and have been told not to arrest
him. I have disregarded these facts,
and.I now eall upon you to hold him
in custody as a federal prisoner. Now
go to it"

The chief agent lald Gramont’s
commission on the table and locked at
Jachin Fell. For an instant there was
a dead silence. Then, when the fed-
eral man spoke, Gramont wak para-
Iyzed.

“I'm very sorry, Mr. Gramont, to
have to refuge—"

“What!" ctled Gramont, [ncreda-
lously. ‘Do _you dare stand thera’
and--" : s

“(ine moment, please,” sald Fell, his.
qulet voice breaking In. "It I3 _guite
true that 1 have organized aH the
criminnls possible, Mr, Gramont, and
have'put the anderground lottery intp
A systemat/zed form. T have done this.
by the authority of the United States,
In order to apprehend Memphis Izzy
Gumberts and other men at one erack.
These gentlemen will tell yon that I
am a special agent of the Department
aof Justice, employed In that capacity
through the efforts of Judge Forester
and Senater Flaxman. I-regret that
this had to be held aoc secret that hot
even the governor himself was aware
of it gntil this evening. The confliet
was qulte unavoldable.  Not a mem-
ber of that gang must become aware
of my real identity.”

Gramont gank into hls chair, the an-
tomgtic dropping from his hund. He
was suddenly dnxed,' thunderstruck.
Yet he had to believe.” He was dimly
aware that Lucle had gone to Jachin
Pell, her arms. about his neck. He
stared from unseelng eyes.

Resglization smote him llke a blow,
numbing his brain. He saw now why
the povernor had econferred  with
Judge Forester and the senator, why
he had been ordered off the trafll. He
saw now why Fell had preserved se-
crecy #o great that even to the chief
of police hia impregnable position was
supposedly due to Inflpence higher up.

He saw how Fell must have been
working month after month, silentiy
and terribly, to form ons ecompact or-
ganization of the ‘most talenied crirmi-
nalg within reach—headad by Mem

pHls Tzzy, the man who had langhed gt
the government for years! Attd he
saw himself turious, raging like a
madman— : :

Gramont dropped his head Into his
hands.  ‘The paia of his forgotten
wounded arm stabbed him like a knife.
He jerked his head sharply up, and
was aware that the agents had depart-
ed. He wag alone with Lucle and Fell,
and the latter was riging and holding
ont his hand smilling.

“Grambnt, you got ahead of me in
thig deal, amd I congratulate you with
all my heart!” sald Fell, earnestly.
“Nelther of us smuspected the. part

played by e other Taan! bt youwvs |
You shake hands?’

extended to him. =
"“I've been a fool,” he sald, glowly.

unuscal wis—"

“No; how could you guess?" sald
Fell, '“There are three men in Baton
Rouge who know the truth, and three
persons In this room. That's &ll, out-
glde of the regular government. men.
-1 had not told even Lucte, herel I
dared not. And I dare say nothing
even now. To the underworld at large
I wiil be known aE the croock whom
not géven the government could touch;
In days to come I may be of unteld
servica to my country.” :
~ “If you will excuse me qne moment,”
he went on, “I shall speak with your
men who are on guard, Gramont. I—
ah—will be back In a moment, and
we may then discuss business.  If yom
agfee, [ think that your company may
proceed upon the original lines, and
. we shell set to work drilling for ofl
without delay—" ?

Grumont scarcely heard the words,
nor did he hear the door close, Hae

Ha Was 5tlll Looking Into the Eyes of
~ Lucie Ledanois

wag stlll looking into the eyes of Ly-
cle Ledanols, and wondering it the
messpge. they held was really meant
for him, : !
—_—
CHAPTER XVI
MI-Carsma, :

A nnmeless gentleman from the efs
fete North was enjoylpg for the first
time the privileges of & guest card at
the Chess and Checkers. In a some-
what perplexed manner-he appreached
the secretary’s desk and obtained &
clgar. Then he pansed, lstening to
the goungs of revelry which filled the
club, and which came roaring in from:
the clty streets outside,

“Say!” he addressed the sccretary.
“What's this Mi.Careme  I've -been
reuding about in the papers, nmyhow?
I thought everything was tlght as a
clam down here after Mardl Gras?
Tt's still the Tentén season, isn't It?
Mardl Gras doesn't come more than
once o year? Then what's all the ‘cele-
bration about?" - :

- The secretary emiled. i

‘“Certainly, alr, it's sflll Lent. But
‘the French people have what they call
Mi-Careme, or Mid-Lent, and they cer-
tainly give it a big celebration! You
see, 118 a night halfway throngh Lent,
when they can enjoy thempelves to
the limit—let off steam, as It were.
We're having several dinner parties
here in the clob tonight, for the occa-
glon,” - = yhTh

A slighily bullt little man, who had
murh the air of a shy clerk—had it
not been for hiz evenlng attire—ap-
proached the desk.: He signed a check
for -a handfal. of eigars, which be
stowed away. 4 :

“Please provide & fresh box later”
he said te the secretary. “Most of
my party is here, 1 belleve

“Tll send™them up, Mr. Fell” ‘an-
awerad the seéretary, quickly,  “Yes,
1 think the dining room is all -ready
for you, sir. By the way, Mr. Gramont'
was looking for you a moment ago—
ah!  Here he cones now!” .

Jachin Fell turned, Gramont was
plunging at him, a yellow telegraph |
form in hig hand, excitement: in- his:
oyes, :

“Look here, Jachin! Thig wire just
cume {n from Hammond-—you know, 1
left him in charge of things down at:
Bayou Terrehonne! Head it, man—
read [t! They've struch oll-sands at
five hundred feet—and sands at five
hundred, with these Imdicntions, It
means 4 gusher at a thoosand!
Where's Lucie? Have yon brought her? |

“She's upstnirs, Well, well!" Ja-
chin Fell glanced at the telegram, and
returned it. *So oll is actually found!

nlght. Come along. ' Let's find Lucle
and tell Lher abont it—"
The two men tornmed n\-\fay topgether.
~ITER ENDA

AN ORDINANCE  levying a tax for
tha year 1932, L

« Bection 1." Be it ordained by the
Police Jury of the Parish of 8t. Tam-
many in Iegal session convened that
the taxes for the year 1932 be and
the pame are hereby levied on all
the taxabla property in the Parish
of 8t. Temiuany, aa follows, to-wit:

For the Criminal Fund there snall
e levied the sum of three-quariers
of cne milt. - G2

For the Road Fund there shall
levied the som of two and one-quar-
ter mills. L ; :

For the General Fund thers shall
be levied the sam of one mill.

For 1he School Fund there shall be
levied the sum of three mills.

Section 2.  Be it further ordain-
ed, ec., That all ordinancea and parts.
of ordinances in conflict herewith be
and the same are hereby repealed.

J. M. S8MITH,

: President Pro Tem.

F. J. MARTINDALE,

done the work and done 1t well ™ Wi |

Gramont confusedly took tha hand !

“I might have guessed that something |

This is certainly golng to be one big |
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: of the .
OZONE DAIRY ASSOCIATION,
- INCORPORATED.

United Btate ot Amerlca, State of
: Louigiana, Parish of Bt,
‘Tammany.

et
On this the second day of Juns,
A. D, 1922, before me, Lewis L.
Moran, & notary public in and for
the Parisn of St Tammany, Louisi-
ana, persopally came and appeared
tho partles whose names are here.
unto subsgeribed, who gseverally de.
clare that they do hereby form and
‘organize themselves into a corpora-

tlon for'the objects and purposes fol-

lowing, to-wit; i
ARTICLE I
The name and titla of said corpora-
ton ghall be “Ozone Dairy Associa-
tion, Incorporated,” and its domicile
is hereby established at Covington,
Loulsiana; and under its corporate

name the said corporation skall have
Power and suthority to contract, sus
anad be sued; to make and uge a cor-
porate seal, snd the same ta break
and alter at pleasure. Said LOrpora-

.|tion ahall exist and continue to have

ducceaaion for a period of ninety-ni
yeara from date hereof. C?rtatigl‘:
skall be served on the President, or,
in his absence, on the Becretary.

! ARTICLE 11

The objects and purposges for which
thig corporation is organized, and the
naure of the ‘businvss to be carried
on by it, are declared to ba the fol-
lowing, to-wit: ;

To bore for fuel, oll, petroleum’
and other ofls and gasas? to seltlr:
leane, purchase, improve, - convay,
borrow, pledge and bhypothecate, un-
der ita said corporate name, proper-
t¥, real, personal and mixed; to buy
and gell live stoek and pouiltry and to
breed and raise the Hame; to Carry on
A general farm and to buy and aell
agricultural products; to buy and gell
all kinds of feed-stuil; to operats and
conduct a commissary or &tore;  to
operate and conduct & dairy and sell
dairy products; ta do and perform all
otber things requisite, nccessary or
canvenlent to enable it to carry out
the objecta and purposes above eet
torth.,

ARTICLE IIiI ;
- The capital stock of sald COIpoTa-
tion shall be Five Thousand Dollars,
divided into and represented by one
hundred shares of the sum of Fifty
Dqllars each, which said stock ghall
0. paid for in cash at the tima of
subscription, or the sama may be
issued, at not less than par, in pay-
ment or exchange for: property or
rights actually received ar purchas-
ed by said corporation, or the game

advanced, and for suchk other valu-
able considerations or services as the
board of directors of said corpora-
tion may determine; provided, that
no etock ghall be issued until the
consideraticn therefor has buen re- |
teived by the sald corporation. °

Tha affairg shall be managed by a
board ot directors, compdsed of not
dess ‘than five nor more ‘than’ ien
stockholders, to be elected by the
atockholders, annually, by ballot, on
the first Tuesday in July in each and
EVEry Year, or a0y subsequent day
fixed by the board of directors in casa
of no election taking placa on eaid
day. 8ald board shall have the right
to make ail by-laws, and change and
alter the same at pleasure. Each
Bhare. of-stock shall be entitled to
one vote. The company shall begin
bualness. ay soon as Twenty-five Hun-~
dred Dollars ehall have been sub--
seribed for, e

' The first board of directors shall

Jones, Eddie Viator, Maxwali Edgar,
John Bdgar. W. McWhirter, Felix
Bachemin, Sr., and shall hold office
until their succesaora are clacted and
‘take their pIace. - They shall elcct
from among themselvea a president,
vice-president and a aseratary and
treagurer. At the termination of the
chartér or digsolution of the corpora-
tion the affalrs shell-be llyuldated by

‘|the membere of the board of dlrec~

tors. as liqvidating commissianore,
Thus: done and passel at my no-
tarial offics in the Towa af Covinz-

June, 1922, in the presence of Bonale

1 B. Moges and Guy A. 3mith; two com-

petent witness, who hereunto sign
their names, together with sald par- -
tiee and mnd, notary, after reading

‘jot the whcle. :

J. H. Heintz, Covington, La., #
shares, ; . :

Eddle YViator, Covington,. La., 8
shares, !

M. and J. O, Edgar, Covington, La.
13 shares, . S 5
Wm, | McWhirter, Covington, La.,

6 shares. ;

A, W. Jones, Covington, La.,, &
shares. raed i 4 : L
W. L. Mershall, Covington, La., 1

share. : : .
Felix Bachemin, Covington, La., 4
shares. ;
L. J. Helntz, Covington, La., 1
share. :
0. G. Price,
shares. ;
Jos. A, Bascle, Covington, La., 1
share. Sl .
P, E. Cooper, Abita Springs, La.,
(by J. A, Viator), 2 shares. :
‘Witnesses: e
BONNIE B, MOSHS.
GUY A. BMITH, s ;
LEWIS L. MORGAN,
i Notary Public.
Before ire, the undersizned au-
thority, perfonally came and appear-
ed J, H. Heintz and Eddie Viator,
who, being duly sworn, depose and
gay that they are stockholdera of the-
Ozone Pairy Association, Incorporat-
ed: that ffty per cent of the capital
stock of said assoclation has been
duly subseribed for and fifty per cent
of sald subscribed stock paid for. ;
EDDIE. VIATOR.
. J. H. HEINTZ.
Bworn to and subscribed before ma
this 234 day of June, 1922,
LEWIS L. MORGAN,
> * Notary Publie.
STATE OF LOUISIANA, }
Parish of 5t. Tammany. {
1 cortily that this instrument was
‘fllad for record Sept. 30, 1022, ‘at
10 a. m.: recorded Bept. 30, 1322,
in Charter Book 1, page 397, of the
official records. :

Coyington, La,, 4

QUY A. SMITH,
Dy. Clerk of Court.

Cures Malaria, Chills,
Feveél'-. Bilous Fever,

Becretary.

1666
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may be isyued, full paid, for money -

be composed of J. H. Helatz, AS W, '

ton, Loulgiana, on thne 3rd day of



