THE SOAPED HOEN,

Our readers may remember the story
of the “soaping” of the signal horn.
The story runs, that when a certain re-
vivalist celebrity took up the horn to
summon the worshippers to services,
after dinner, one day, he blew a strong
blast of soap all over the astonished
brethren. It is also said by the chron-
icler of this “item” that the brother was
so wroth at this joke, that he cried out
aloud:

“Brethren, I have passed through
many trials and tribulations, but noth-
ing like this. I have served in the min-
istry for thirty years, and in that time
never uttered a profane word; but I'll
be cussed if 1 can’t whip the man that
soaped that horn.”

Well, this is a strong story; but we
have, from reliable anthority, something
a little stronger, in the sequel to the
This is given to us as
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rapid announcement of the more tardy
guests. This diversion for the moment
obscured the fact that every fresh arri-
val, like his predecessors, had, by some
chance or other, been despoiled of some
faculty—he was either lame or halt or
blind. _

Yet so it was—and when that trans-
cendent genius, Byrne, gave the word
“on to the bamquet,” since the parade
of Falstaff’s veterans, such a sight was
never seen as when Sam Flower’s guests
took their allotted places at the table.

Peg-leg was placed at the foot, with
Judge T— and Col. M— as hjs right
and left bowers. French and Col. B—
were placed vis-a-vis, with their armless
trunks flanking the head of the board.

At this juncture, when all were ea-
ger for the feast, the absence of a guest
was discovered, an honored guest for
whom the head of the table had been
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PEG.-LEG SMITH’S DINNER PARTY.

. There are few old San Franciscans
who do not favorably remember Sam
Flower and Ned Byrne. Inseparable
companions, they were unlike as possi-
ble in character, and perhaps in this
dissimilarity existed the secret of their
close intimacy. Flower was as re-
markable for his formal dignity and
courtly bearing as was Byrne distin-
-guished for his utter contempt of forms
and ceremony, if either stood in the way
of his enjoyment or the chance for the
perpetration of & practical joke, Flow-
er eame to California with the memora-
ble immigration of 1849, and reached
Green river in a state of general de-
moralization, He was reduced by
travel, fatigue and long privation to a
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ent exchanged shy and wistful looks,
while Byrne outshone himself in busy
deeds of hospitality.

Attention, however, was at once ab-
sorbed by the appearance of the vener-
able and dignified Judge T—, who, with
eourtly grace, bowed himself in, gently
swaying his hat with his solitary hand.
The Judge was directly followed by
Mr. P—, who, in his eagerness to greet

lows present, and the startling fact be-
came apﬁarent, as each mentally reflect-
ed, that his neighbor was deficient in
some important member. -

It was passing strange. Was it a
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Out of a pleasant party of gentlemen
met to dine together, not an arrival so

far but was minus an eye, an arm or a|’spose I do?” “Well, you handle that|the lady was on hand with an answer g
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Wiar is the most desirable age of
life? We put this question to a few
friends lately, and received the follow-
ing replies, but do not consider any of
them satisfactory: A Jbanker thought
coin-age the best age: a tailor, cabb-age:
a soldier, pill-age; a toper, vint-age; a
vicar, vicar-age; a hungry man, saus-

age, and two silly fools, marri-age.
P
“Look here, stranger, that's my wife
youn are dancing with.” “Well, what
of it?” said Rackensack. “Why this:

here,” said Rackensack, coolly, “do you
see that umbrella sitting there?” “Well,

Is it not time to change all this,
and so get color and roses in our pale
cheeks, strength in our weak backs,
and courage in our timid souls? The
women of America are pale and deli-
cate; they may be blooming and strong,
and the sunlight, will be a potent
influence in this transformation. Will
they not try it a year or two and
oblige thousands of admirers ?

and soften his pillow. 1t were a great
thing for a man that his wife and chil-
dren could truly say of him, “He never
brought a frown or unhappihess across
his treshold.”

cently made application jn an lowa
court for a divorce from his wife, But
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