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Further Hxtrnrt from the. Report on the
I'ivil, Commercial mid Financial Polity
of Mexico, sent to the London Committee
of Mexican Ilond-holder- s, by Kobkiit
Chicjiton Wvlme, Enquire, member of that
Committee, Arc.

Our readers will find the previous extracts in tho
Polynesian of last year, from tho 3d of August to
the 7th of September inclusive.

It will be seen by the political cssav tipon
New Spain, by tho justly celebrated Karon
dc Humboldt, that tho average yearly reve-
nue collected during the five years, from
17G3 to 1707, both inclusive, was $G, 1G9.964.
The yearly average for the five years from
1780 to 1784, both inclusive, wan $10,176,
170; and Don Antonio Mtdina, Minister of
Finance, in 1023, in his mcmoria of 3d. Sep-

tember that year, admits that the five years,
1795 to 171)9, both inclusive, had produced
a yearly average of $20,-162,307- . Thus in
32 years, from 17G7 to 1799, the resources
of the Vice-royal- ty had increased to the
amount of $14,292,343. Since 1799 to the
present year, 44 years have transpired,
and supposing that the country had remained
under the same regime, the barely propor-
tional increase ought to have been $19,651,
971, without allowing any thing for the pro-gresssi-

vc

ratio of augmentation, every year
observable, in all young countries with
abounding elements of wealth. According
to this calculation, the revenue of the Mexi-

can Republic for this year of 1843, ought to
be $40,114,278.

It is worthy of observation, that subse-
quently to 1777, when the Spanish Govern-
ment freed its colonial commerce from many
anti-economi- cal restrictions and regulations,
the rate of increase in the revenues became
greatly accelerated. Thus, for thirteen
years prior to what was then called " Fret
Commerce" viz., from 1765 to 1777, both in-

clusive, the aggregate amount of revenues
collected was $151,135,236, while for the 13

years from 1778 to 1790, both inclusive,
being years of free commerce, it was $233,
302,557

Rut duties on goods imported did not con-

stitute the principal portion of the Mexican
revenues, under the Spanish Government.

The monopoly of Tobacco alone in 45
years, from 1761 to 1809, left a clear profit
to the crown of $123,803,635, during which
period the maximum of profit received in any
one year, was in 1798, when it amounted to

$4,539,796. As this intoxicating and fasci-

nating leaf is still an article of monopoly,
and as there is no reason why the means
which rendered it so productive with a small-

er population in times past, should not ren-

der it more productive, with a larger popula-

tion, in times present, I add a table showing
the surprising progress of that monopoly. It
will bo found No. 1, in the appendix.

The duties of all kinds on Gold and Silver,
contributed to the yearly revenues upwards
of $5,500,000; the tribute of the Indians

$1,300,000, and tho duty on "Pulque," a

kind of beer made by fermenting the juice of
the Maguey plant, to $300,000. There were
besides many other sources of revenue, but
they were less productive, and I need not
enumerate them.

The chief impulse to tho prosperity of
Mexico, under the Spanish Government, was
given by tho mines. Baron Humboldt cal-

culated tho avcrago yearly production of
Gold and Silver, for tho 10 years from 1781

to 1791, at $19,300,000, and that, for tho 10

yoars from 1791 to 1801, at $23,000,000,
and that tho circulating medium of tho coun-

try increased every year to the extent of one
million of dollars, being the average yearly
excess of tjic precious metals produced, over

those exported legally, and by contraband.
Upon the whole, he calculated that the

whole monetary circulation of New Spain,
did not exceed GO millions of dollars, and
that the population of a country 118,000
square leagues in extent, did not exceed, in
1803, 5,357,000 souls.

The prosperity of the mines has always
been in proportion to the abundance and
cheapness of the supply of quicksilver.

In 1590, when quicksilver was worth $107
per quintal of 100 pounds Spanish, the pro-
duct of the mines was inconsiderable; it
increased gre atly by the reduction of the
price to $82 per quintal, in 1750, and still
more between 1777 and 1732, when it was
reduced to $U. That this should be the
case cannot excite surprise, when it is con-

sidered that the richest mines of Mexico, in
100 pounds of ore give only from 3 to 4
ounces of silver, and that in many of them
the quantity of quicksilver lost was more
than double that of the silver obtained.

Don Lorenzo Zavala, in his work on the
Revolutions of Mexico, estimates the value
of what Mexico imported under the Spaniards,
one year with nnother, at $19,000,000; and
what she exported, at $22,000,000. Of the
latter he calculates that 8,000,000 were in
products of the country such as Indigo,
which was exported to the extent of 2,700,-00- 0;

Cochineal, to tho value of 1,715,000;
Suar, that of 1,500,000; Flour, 500,000;
and several other articles the fruits of its
Agriculture. Humboldt calculated the impo-

rt-trade, including that by contraband, at
$20,000,000 yearly; and the amount of ex-

ports at the same value, namely 14,000,000
in gold and silver, and 6,000,000 in the pro-

ducts of Mexican industry.

Taking cither calculation, tho amount
of imports and exports, of Moxico, under
the Spanish Government, was very small,
relatively to the population, as compared
with those of any British Colony, or with
North America, where the wealth of indi-

viduals and of the community increases in
much more rapid progression.

The manufactures of Mexico, under the
Spanish Government, owing to the insuffi-

ciency of the goods imported to supply the
wants of the population, and their enormous
prices, were very considerable. Baron
Humboldt estimated their yearly value at
from 7 to 8 millions of dollars. Earthen-
ware, Glass-war-e, and Porcelain, were made
in Pucbla; and coarse Cotton Cloths were
manufactured, in the same city, to the extent
of $ 1 ,500,000 yearly ; coarse Woolen Cloths
and other woolen fabrics were made in
Q,ucrctaro, in the quantity of nearly 300,000
varasf yearly; and in Guadalaxara, the
manufactures of Cotton and Woolen Cloth,
of Leather and Soap, amounted yearly to
the value of $2,288,500.

Such were the resources ofMexico or New
Spain, under the Spanish Government.
I now proceed to show in what manner these
resources were applied.

Baron Humboldt states, that under the
Spanish Government, every department of
tho public service, throughout the wholo

viceroyalty, was fully paid, with a yearly
expenditure of $10,500,000 only; that the
Treasury of Mexico contributed annually
$3,500,000 to other colonies of Spain, and
that the viceroys remitted $6,000,000 yearly,
or whatever surplus there might be, to the

Under llothrhihU' monopoly, quicksilver is worth
now $:0 per qirhital, hut the evil will cure itself ; the
hinh price is a hounty for the encouragement of native
mines, which abound. His Excellency, President Santa
Ana, has made enactments in their favor, and if the ad-

venturers hrin? Directors from Almaden, rreat results
may be anticipated.

1 103 varas Spanish, are equal to 100 yards English.

Treasury of the mother country. The mili
tary force in time of peace, according to the
same author, cost only the following amounts,
viz:

The regular troops, yearly, 1.800,0no
The militia, do. 350,000
The VcfMVM" frontierHarrncks, 1 ,200,000
The Fortress of Pcrotc do. 200,000
i no lUarmeoiArsenal ol San Mas, 450,000

The salary of the viceroy and his civil list,
And the civil and criminal courts.

81,000,000

Making a total of 86,300,000

And leaving disposable $4,200,000 of his
first item, for the expenses of Prisons and
Hospitals, for Pensions and for the monopoly
of Tobacco,

Don Lorenzo Zavala, in his work before
quoted, gives the following statement of ex-

penditure for the year 1809, viz :

For Fortifications,
For veteran troons. the Navv.

800,000

Arsenal of San Klas, Pnwder 3,000,000
Magazines, and other ch'gs, )

For the Courts of Justice and )
Indian Missionaries, $ 250,000

For pensions to sundry persons, 200,(1
For Hospitals and their repairs, 400.H
For interest on money loaned, 1,496,(1

300,000

And he says, after the remittances annually
made to other colonies, the surplus was
shipped to Spain.

His statement of the armed force main-
tained by the Spanish Government, will be
found in Note 5th to Tables A and B in the
Appendix.

Don Antonio Medina, in his " Memoria,"
before referred to, gives some explanation
of the yearly remittances made by New
Spain to other Spanish colonies. He par-
ticularizes these which follow, viz:

To Guatemala,
" Havana,
" Porto Rico,
' The Phillipine Islands,

The Mariana do. -
" Floridas and Pensacola,

do.

20,000

" The Legislation of Philadelphia, 50,000

2,000,000

86,146,800

150,000 yearly,
1,785,000

376,000
250,000

151,000

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

In all, 82,782,000

This is $718,000 less than the sum appro-
priated by Baron Humboldt, for the purpose
of these remittances. What Senor Medina
means by the " legislation of Philadelphia,"
I cannot comprehend.

From what I have above shown, it is
proved that the Spanish Government of this
country, with less than 10 millions of dol-

lars yearly, paid their whole civil, military,
and judicial departments, and contributed
largely to tho support of charitable institu-

tions, and missions for the conversion and
civilization of the Indians.

What Mexico has become under the Inde-

pendent or National Government, I now
proceed to show.

Past Financial Position of Mexico
since its Independence. To place the
financial administration of Mexico, since its
independence, in a strong, striking and use-

ful point of view, I have with much labor
prepared the Tables marked A and B, which
will be found on one sheet of paper, in the
Appendix.

Table A exhibits in comparative order,
year for year, the budgets of the Ministers
of Finance, for fifteen years, from 1824 in-

clusive, to 1842. Tho total estimated ex-

penditure for all those years, amounts to
$274,737,317, averaging $18,315,821 for
each of those 15 years.

The estimates for the economical years
1834, and '35, '36, and '37, are not given, be-

cause the "Memorias" in which they should
have appeared, were never printed; and
those for 1842 are omitted, because no " mc-

moria" for that year has yet been pub-

lished.
Table B exhibits in the same order, the

Ministers accounts of actual receipts and
expenditures, for fourteen years, from 1824
inclusive, to 1841, during which 14 years
the sums actually put down as expended
amount to $248.253.5 11, averaging $17,732,- -

393 for each of those 14 years. The real
expenditure appears thus to have been
$583,423 less yearly than the estimated.

The accounts for the years 1832, and '33,
'34, and '35, '41 and '4'J, do not appear, for
the reasons above stated with regard to the
estimates.

The real sums received and expended,
being placed perpendicularly below the esti-
mated revenue and expenditure for seach
year, it is easy to make a comparison be-

tween the estimated receipts and expendi-
tures for any given year, and the real.

But these Tables are not to be consulted
without reference to the notes appended,
else wrong conclusions may be formed.

Although (for reasons which appear in
note 3d to these tables) it is impossible to
say exactly the amount of revenue or expen-
diture in cash, for any one year, many en-

tries being made on both sides of the account
for paper or other considerations called
" virtual," yet, it will be seen, I have as-

sumed 15,000,000 of dollars as a fair amount
for the average revenues of 14 years, re-

ceived in cash. I will hereafter shew both
that that amount may be easily collected,
and that considerably less will suffice to pay
all expenses of tho Government, when the
army is reduced to a peace establishment,
including a full provision for the interest
of the foreign active debt.

The estimated expenditure of the army
and marine alone, for fifteen years, amounts
to $190,111,722, averaging $12,674,114
yearly; the real expenditure for 13 years
averages only $8,718,884 yearly, but even
that is enormous compared with the state
of things under the Spanish Government, as
shewn by Baron Humboldt, Zavala, and
others.

Intimately connected with the general
revenue, is that derived from the maritime
custom-house- s. Of these, I add a Table
marked C, in the Appendix, showing the
gross products, the expenses of collection,
and the net products of the custom-hous- es

of all the ports that now arc, or have been,
open to foreign trade, from 1824 to 1838;
the years 1833 and 1835 being omitted,
from the want of the " mcmorias" for these
years, as already stated.

By the notes subjoined to that Table, it
will be seen that the gross products of the
11 years given, were 72.819.999 5 10 grs.,
averaging $6,619,996, and the net products
were 70.359.798 6 4, averaging$6,39C,345.

It is therefore clear that no source of rev-

enue has been so productive, and so certain,
ns that derived from foreign commerce, and
the duties to which it is subjected. But tho
national treasury has never received more
than one half, or perhaps more than one
third, of the duties which might have been
collected under a better system of imports,
administered by well selected, well paid, and
well behaved officers.

The reverence of a man's self is, next
religion, the chicfest bridle of all vices.

Bacon.

Authority. Authority is best supported
by love and fear intermixed. lb.

As for jest, there be certain things which
ought to be privileged from it; namely, re-

ligion, matters of stute, great persons, any
man's present business of importance, and
nny case that deserveth pity; yet there be
some that think their wits have been asleep,
except they dart out . somewhat that is pi-

quant, and to the quick; that is a vein which
should be bridled;

" Puree, puer, stiinulis, ct fortius utcre loris."

And, generally, men ought to find the differ-
ence between saltness and bitterness. Cer-
tainly, he that hath n satirical vein, as he
makcth others afraid of his wit, so he had
need be afraid of others' memory .Jo.


