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The next morning the natives complain-
ed much of the cold, although the thermom-
eter was hut two degrees lower than the
night precccding. I was myself quite stiff.
Hut the fog had cleared oh", the air was cool
and bracing and the sun shone out with a
freedom that promised a warmer day. The
belt of wood which wo had seen from the
other side was nigh, and we had made a tol-

erable correct course for the point at which
we aimed. At this distance, I saw that it
was a knoll or hill, well crowned with trees
and some miles yet distant from the outer
edge of the main forest. This we soon en-

tered. Vegetation was not so rank as in the
one we passed through the second day of
our journey, yet it was luxuriant, tolerably
free from underbrush and easy of travel.
The trees were tall, and many of them of
varieties I nad not met with elsewhere. We
shaped our course by compass for the hill,
and in a couple of hours reached what I took
to be its base, as the ground suddenly be-

came more elevated. We had knocked about
so much the day previous over the clinkers,
that climbing this hill, although the soil was
frequently soft and slippery, was mere child's
play. It was higher however than I had con-

jectured, &. we were the better part of half an
hour in reaching its summit. But this accom-
plished, wc came upon a view that amply
repaid all previous fatigue. We found our-
selves upon the crest of an immense crateri-for- m

basin, which stretched away on either
side for many miles. It was as I judged not
less than ten in circumference, somewhat
oblong in shape, and about two and a half
miles across from where we stood. The de-

clivity from beneath our feet was gentle,
sloping gradually towards the centre, leav-

ing the hollow at its greatest depth, as acu-rate- ly

as I could judge, about 400 feet. In
other parts it was quite precipitous, so much
so as to present a bare hill-sid- e. The rains
had washed away the soil, leaving but just
sufficient to sustain a scanty growth of grass.
Much of the surface of the basin was admi-
rably wooded, mostly in groves, some of
which were very extensive. Rut the most
remarkable object, and one which so far as
my former experience has gone, is quite
unique in Hawaiian scenery, was a pond,
or I may venture to call it, a lake, situated
towards the further side of this natural am-

phitheatre. It was full two miles round, and
judging from the appearance of the ground,
a small stream issued from it and flowed in
a north westerly direction, losing itself in a
hollow or gorge which appeared there to in-

tersect fho hilly barrier. Birds were flying
about, chirping and singing in careless se-

curity. The whole formed a lovely pano-
rama, and I much wondered that I had nev-

er before heard of the place. To the na-

tives it was as new as to myself, but its
landscape beauties were lost upon them.
They expressed a desire, however,' to visit
the lake. That was my intention, so we
started for it. The grass was very high,
and we met with a profusion of strawberry
vines and raspberry bushes. Some few of the
ohelo were also seen. Wild geese,' ducks,
wipe, and a species of plover were in flocks
ftnd seemingly little alarmed at our intrusion
into their domain, Occasionly a large owl
flew up from our feet. This spot was evi-

dently a favorite resort for wild fowl. I saw
also, a flock of what appeared to be the do-

mestic fowl ; but they wero very shy and
rctirrd into the bushes At our npproach.
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Drawing near to the lake, I noticed that tITo
soil in places appeared as if it had once been
turned up, bearing quite distinct fokens of
having once been cultivated. The natives
observed it also, and remarked upon the sin-
gularity of its appearance. But a3 we were
rapidly nearing the lake, I took no further
notice of their conversation. The side near-
est us was somewhat broken into little knolls,
between which were the beds of small
streams, which in rainy weather, fed the
lake from the adjoining hills. The whole
neighborhood hnd evidently been long un-

disturbed by volcanic action. The stones
and pebbles about the shore were worn
smooth by ntrition and formed a tolerable
shingle. My natives immediately plunged
in and sported about in high glee. It was a
delightful spot for a bath, and I followed
their example. The banks went off quite
abruptly and the water was deep. In other
parts we could obsevc it was shallow, from
numerous bunches of reeds which emerged
from the water, looking as if they might af-

ford fine hiding places for pickerel and trout.
There were fish in the lake, for 1 had notic-

ed several of their skeletons lying upon the
shore, and we could now and then see them
jumping from the water in pursuit of their
insect prey. After so many days' hard walk-

ing, a bath in such soft and pclucid water
was most refreshing. A slight breeze just
rippled its surface and cast its tiny waves
frothing upon the gravelly beach. Leaving
out the gigantic outline of MaunaLoa which
towered in cold granducr to the eastward,
and some of the irregular passes of the vast
earthy-wa- ll which enclosed the whole, shel-

tering as it wero so choice a gem of Nature
from the rude attacks of volcanic strife, the
scene reminded me strongly of some of those
beautiful spots in New England scenery,
where amid hills clad with wild vegetation,
we find embosomed limped sheets of water,
glistening like mirrors in the bright sun-

shine, and reflecting the pendant limbs and
stately trunk of some forest monarch. Could
the merry shouts of angling youngsters, or
the plash of oars of the more adventurous
fisherman, with a sprinkling of snowy-whi- te

sails been added, the spectacle would have
been perfect. But here reigned a quiet as
profound as when earth was first called up
from the listless void.

(To be Continued.)

Iteiiwirk on the Interior of Oregon.

Mr. Editor, In your paper of Jan. 25th,
I have noticed an article on the 11 Present
Condition and Prospects of the Oregon Ter
ritory, as Regards the Soil," &c, in which
there are some brief remarks respecting the
interior of that country, which I think need
some further explanation in order to convey
the right impression. The author's remarks
are evidently made from the report of others
athcr than from personal observation; not

having himself travelled extensively in the
interior.

Having myself resided near three years in
the interior of Oregon, I frequently travelled
oversoine of the best portions of it, having
pessed over all the tributaries of the Snake

river which enter it on its southern bank,
from its source in the mountains to its junc
tion with the Columbia, and having also
travelled by water from a point 500 miles
distant from thcocean, down the Ivuskuski,
Snake, and Columbia to its mouth, and wit-

nessed the character of the banks during the
whole of this distance, I am able to speak
from personal observation respecting that
portion of the country.

The interior country, as has been stated,
is divided from the tract lying on the sea--

coast by a range of mountains stretching
parallel with the coast nt a distance of about
150 miles from the ocean. Between the
ocean and this range of mountains the Wnl-am- et

country is situated, and "in soil and
climat a differs much from the interior region
of country. The atmosphere of the interior
is exceedingly dry, while that of the region
along the coast is unusually damp.

But I design not to speak of the Walamct,
nor indeed could I, from personal observa-
tion. The writer of the article referred to,
has written from personal observation, and
his .account may be relied on. I will there
fore confine my remarks to the valley of the
Columbia and Snake rivers.

The banks of the Columbia from the mouth
to the Cascades is heavily timbered. Here,
in proceeding up the river, we enter the
gorge which the river has cut through the
mountain range. Above the cascades the
timber diminishes in quantity and size till we
reach the Palls, at which point it ceases
altogether.

The soil on the banks of the Columbia
below the cascades is susceptible of cultiva-
tion, though by no means of the best quali-
ty. It cannot properly be denominated an
alluvial soil, as the river, having its sources
in a volcanic region, and passing over in its
course nothing but beds of basalt and ster-
ile sands, brings down no deposit capable of
forming a fertile soil. The overflowings of
the Columbia, are thought to injure rather
than benefit the soil. At Vancouver the
fields that arc well cultivated and well ma-

nured, produce good crops of wheat and
potatoes. But without manuring, the crops
are very light. Indian corn docs not suc-
ceed at all, and fruit trees decay premature-
ly. At Fort George or Astoria a few acres
of land were cleared by the Americans be-

fore the occupation of the country by the
Hudson's Bay Company. This is situated
on an elevated point of land, about fourteen
miles from the mouth of the river, and may
be considered a fair sample of the timbered
hill-count- ry of the region. This could have
been cleared only at an immense expense of
labor, on account of the heavy growth of
timber. This is now partially overgrown
with a luxuriant crop of brushwood, but those
parts which arc clear aro covered with as
fine a green or s .vard of white clover as can
be found in the pastures of New England.
Very good potatoes arc raised here without
manuring.

At the Dalls cultiv ation has been
but with what success 1 know not.

Above this point the banks of the Columbia
present a barren and inhospitablo appear-
ance. Not a tree or shrub of any size to be
seen: nothing but sterile sands, with u very
scanty vegetation, composed of pi ickly pears
of very diminutive size, the Bitter Sedge,
so called in that country, genus Artcmesia,
probably, and small quantities of wild

The bluffs recede sometimes from
one-four- th to one-ha- lf a mile or more from
the river, at other times they approach very
close. 1 hey are composed sometimes of
earth entirely, forming low, handsomely
rounded lulls: again they are formed of earth
tipped at the summit with a perpendicular
wall of basalt; and again, in other places
they are formed of huge ledges of that ma-

terial, standing up from the water on either
side, and opposing their lofty craggy fronts
to each other in perpetual defiance.

As we proceed up the Snake river the
bluffs become more lofty and ragged, and
approach usually nearer to the river. In
somo instances, the bluffs consist of regular
columns oftrap rock, standing up perpen
dicularly from the bank of the river, to a
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at the base is strewed with regularly formed
fragments of fallen columns. In other pla-
ces the trap formation is seen only at the
summit of the bull's, forming there a perpen-
dicular wall, while the subjacent portion of
the bluff is a steep declivity covered with
irregularly formed fragments of basalt or
beds of clinkers. Such are the banks of the
Snake river for 100 miles above its junc-
tion with the Columbia. There the Kuskus-- ki

empties in from the north. The general
character of the Snake river, so far as I was
able to hear from others, continues the same
as far up as to the great cut which it makes
through the Blue mountains.

Thus far no timber is to be found on the
Columbia or Snake rivers, and no soil for
cultivation. Much of the way there arc
nothing but barren sands, on which scarcely
any thing grows but the sedge, which is so
bitter that no domestic animal will tasto it.
There are., however, small spots suitablo for
cultivation in the vicinity of these large riv-

ers. They consist of small alluvial patches
on the banks of the small tributaries, at a
distance, perhaps, of one, two or three
miles from the main river. The mouths of
these tributaries arc at great distances from
each other, there being only three on the
southern bank within the distance of more
than 100 miles, and one of them enters tho
Columbia nine miles below the mouth of
the Snake river.

The banks of the Ivuskuski resemble
somewhat those of the Snake river in their
general appearance and formation. The
bluffs arc of basalt, steep and rugged, ap-
proaching usually very near the river.
Th ere is however one vein of granite cross-
ing this stream about 100 miles from its
junction with the Snako river, and another
vein also crosses the Snake river below the
mouth of the Kuskuski. A short distance
above the mouth of this stream, scattered
trees make their appearance, increasing in
numbers as we proceed up the river. The
banks also are more verdant, and are cov
ered usually with grass. Still there arc no
tracts fit for cultivation, excent at tho, -

mouths of small streams entering the main
stream, or when there may be springs of
water issuing from the bluffs nt a considera-
ble elevation above tho bed of the river, and
forming beneath small beds of loom soil and
vegetable deposit, brought down from tho
mountain sides.

Such, then, is the character of the soil on
the large streams of the interior of Oregon.
Wc come then to speak of the soil on the
tributaries. My remarks will be confined
principally to those emptying into the Co-

lumbia and Snake rivers from the South,
and to those emptying into the Kuskuski,

(To bo Continued.)

FOREIGN MISCELLANY.
Goon Butter. Wc wish all dairy men and

dairy women, who send their butter to Bos-
ton market, would pay some little attention
to the following article which we cut from
the New Genesee Farmer. We have always
an ample stock of poor butter.' Good and
sweet butler is not always to be found in our
markets.

The season is now at hand for making but-
ter; and I wish every farmer's wife and
daughter would try to make a better article
than we have ever seen before. It is just as
as easy to make a nice, good article, as to
make a poor one; and it is certainly vastly
more for the comfort of the consumer. Take
pains churn your cream before it gets bitter,
and skim your milk before the cream gets
any bad taste; work it well, but not too much;
get the milk out and the salt in with as little
delay us possible; uso only the finest Hnd
purest rock salt, or tho solar salt of our own
springs that has been ground. A great deal
nf trntuX linttr i snoiled tiv thn suit nnrl

height of perhaps 100 feet, while the ground many a good butter-mak- er has' been blamed


