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No. 5.
I After having refreshed myself with my

bath and meal, I proceeded to further ex-
plore the shores of this lake. As the south-
ern border offered the most picturesque ap.
pearance, abounding with groves, wooded
dells, and now and then stretching for back
into a fine grassy plain, I took that direction.
Along the beach were numerous dead shells
of the Paludina and another spiral shell
whose specific, name was unknown to me.
Owing to the numerous little indentations or
tiny bays which lino the shore, it was a full
half hour before I arrived at the south-easter- n

extremity, where a fine cluster of noblo
trees threw their branches over the water.
Penetrating this clump, we emerged, most
unexpectedly, on an area, considerably over-
grown with tall bushes, but which seemed
to have been formed by the cutting down of
trees. It embraced several acres, and was
entirely surrounded by trees similar to those
through which we had just come. Towards
the centre were a number of singular
lar objects, covered with vines. I had the
curiosity to approach them. The soil pre-
sented the same broken appearance that we
had noticed on the other side of the lake;
and to further confirm the impression that it
had once been under cultivation, wild pota-to- e

vines were numerous, and a species of
upland taro. Forcing our way through the
brush and other obstacles, wc came upon a
stone wall, not much dilapidated, which in
parts was from four to six feet high, and
several feet wide at the top. It was laid
with much regularity, and the stones were
of a large size. They were tolerably square
also, very compact in their adjustment, and
many had the appearance of having been
hammered by a more effective tool than axes
made from the stone itself. The material
was of the more indurated and whitened sort
of lava rock, such as is found in the imme-
diate vicinity of active craters. Following
this wall round for about 100 feet, wo came
upon a gateway, and to my great surprise,
found remains of wooden posts still moulder-
ing near the ground. The natives all the
while followed close to my heels, talking
and gesticulating among themselves. I was
so intent upon prosecuting my discoveries
that 1 tool; no notice of them. The wall I

presumed to enclose some heathen shrine,
and that in former times this had been a
temple and fortress, on which the utmost
Rkill of some tribe had been exerted. Their
taste in the choice of a locality was excel-

lent; but what had brought about so entire
a desertion of such fruitful soil and so love-

ly a spot? Rut I was too much interested
in examining objects to give way to a train
of reflections, and 1 turned my steps into the
interior. Upon the inside ot the wall, there
was raised a platform four feet in width,
two feet high, and paved- - with flat stones.
The upper part of the wall was very nigged,
presenting many sharp points. 'This ar-

rangement 1 took to bo for deionee; the gar-

rison being able to maintain themselves with

advantage on the platform, sheltered by the
wall, while their enemies, beside their
weapons, would have rough climbing to
overcome, in any attempt to carry the place
by escalade. The wall was built in other
respects with some attention to military sci-

ence, having well formed angles, and was
decidedly the best construction of the kind
I had seen. From the gateway, which
faced the lake, a paved walk could be traced
running towards the cenfro of the area. I
followed this for 10Q feet, nnd came upon
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another stone wall, eight feet high. This I
found but about 20 feet long, and upon ex-
amining it on all sides, discovered it, to my
great astonishment, to be a regular house,
square, having several windows and a door.
The interior was much choked up with rub-
bish, but I made my way in, and set the na-
tives to clearing it out. There were still
left some rough timbers that had been used
in constructing the roof, and even pieces of
wooden shutters to the windows were yet to
be seen. I discovered the remains of a rude
table, and some blocks of wood which doubt-
less had formed scats. Leaving this I met
with three other houses similar in appear-
ance, though of somewhat different dimen-
sions. None were in better repair. They
formed a square, their doors all looking in-

ward, and they w ere about 70 feet apart.
In the centre of the square, was a large mass
of ruins. It covered the ground 30 feet by
one way and 35 by another; a portion of the
wall w as 10 feet in elevation, and at one end
there arose a remnant forming a right anle,
to the height of 20 feet. The walls of tis
edifice were two feet thick, and had been
well plastered with mud. The remains of
several peaked windows were clearly dis-

cernible. This arrangement had been rude-
ly formed by the overlapping of smooth
stones, very much after the manner of the
rude arches constructed by the Indians of
Vuc.atan before the conquest. The door-

way had entirely tumbled in, owing I sup-

pose to the imperfect construction of the
tower which arose above it, and had all fall-

en, with tlic exception 1 have just mentioned.
Perhaps a slight earthquake had toppled it
over. There was no way of entering, but
through one of the windows. 1 crawled in
and my natives followed. What as my
surprise to find myself within a Roman
Catholic Chapel. The signs could not
be mistaken. There stood a stone cross
very rudely constructed, and with one arm
broken, on a platform which had all the
Appearance of an altar. For some time I

was struck dumb. All the conjectures
in regard to the advancement in rude arts
of the ancestors of the Hawaiians, which
had been rising in my mind, had instantly
taken themselves to flight. Rut how came
these ruins in the interior of the mountains
of Hawaii? I was completely non-pluse- d.

My natives seemed lost in awe, as if they
had ventured among the sacred retreats of
the dead. It was relief to have some one to
speak to, and 1 turned to Kaina and asked
him if he had ever heard of the existence of
these buildings. For somo minutes he ap-

peared lost in contemplation and endeavor-

ing to recollect something At last ho mere-

ly ejaculated, " nd manahini" the stran-

gers. The others assented. Me said some-

thing to them which I could not fully com-

prehend, and then turned to me and related
the fragments of a story which he said he

he had heard when a mere boy from his

grandfather, but which until now he had

quite forgotten. It was as follows: In the

reign of a king of a most unpronounceable
name, some 300 years since, counting back

by the generations ho enumerated, there
arrived at Hawaii a large canoe or -- boat

filled with strango men, white, having
clothes, warlike weapons, 5cc. The natives
were afraid of them, but some few men and

women wero induced to join them. Their
leader he called a lt kahuna" or priest, and

hi name 0;t (query, Felipe?) -- They

had difficulties about food; one of them was

killed; the others fought hard and killed
driven from themany men, but finally,

sea shore, retired into the mountains. They

were afterwards seen occasionally, and

sometimes they made descents upon the

villages and took oil children, food and
plunder. Hut they came so seldom, that in
the numerous wars that followed, they were
almost forgotten, and finally only remem-
bered in a loose and frightful story of super-
human beings inhabiting the recesses of the
mountains, which deterred the natives from
penetrating far in that direction.

Upon my return, I was surprised to find a tradition
recorded in Jarves's History of tlic Sandwich Islands,
which is very antilogous to this story of Kaina's. There
is some discrepancy of facts and nainc3 Pado and Opili,
(which last, however, dilfcrs not much from Opipi.)
Uut I suppose the real truth is, that not 50 years after the
conquest of Mexico, some Spaniards cither by ship-
wreck or some other adventitious circumstance, were
landed on these islands, and either meeting with hos-

tility from the natives and unable to pet away, estab-
lished themselves where they would I e the least mo-

lested; and as is usual to that nation, built a rude church
and fort, and there lived, until cither by natural death or
by the enmity of the indigenous inhabitants, they be-

came extinct, leaving perhaps a few mixed descendants,
by whom this meagre tradition was preserved. 1X1 y dis-

ced cry of these ruins confirmed its general truth, at all
events, although at this period it is impossible to ascer-
tain the particulars.

Remarks on the Interior of Oregon.
(Continued from our last.)

The valley of the Wallawalla and its nu-

merous branches is undoubtedly the best
portion of the interior country. This stream
empties 9 miles below the mouth of the
Snake River. The valley of the Yamatilla,
however, which empties into the Columbia
below the Wallawalla, is said to be equally
as good as that of the Wallawalla. I never
visited this valley, and therefore cannot
speak from personal observation. Roth these
streams have their sources in the Rluc
Mountains, and the banks arc covered to
some extent with timber, mostly cotton-woo- d

and alder, till wc arrive within 15 or 20
miles of the Columbia, where timber ceases
and there is nothing but a stinted growth of
brush-woo- d the remaining distance. The
character of this w hole region occupied by
these two streams is much the same, and a
description of one may be taken as furnish
ing the general characteristics of the other.

The author of the article referred to says
that " the upper country" fi. e. the interior"!
" has a fertile soil, especially on the tribu
taries of the Columbia River," Sec. Now
this remark is true, but to a very limited cx- -

Ucnt, and this is the qualification necessary
in order to give the right impression. "The
only soil fit for cultivation consists of alluvial
bottom, lying in small tracts of o, 10, 1.3, 20
acres or more along the margin of these small
streams. At the forks of two of thee small
streams the largest tracks are usually found.
The Wallawalla with its numerous branch
es drains a wide region of country, nnd
along these numerous streams there is n

considerable amount of good soil lying in
small detached portions, yet the whole

when compared with the whole re-

gion of country drained by this river and its
branches, is an exceedingly small fraction of
the whole. These alluvial patches form the
lowest glade of land along the streams above
high water mark. Portions that are over-
flowed are usually deprived of the alluvial
deposite by the flood. These tracts usually
lie at about tho same elevation above the
bed of the streams, and on the back ground
are frequently surrounded by a steep eleva-

tion of 3 or 4 feet to a higher glade. The
soil of these bottoms is of fine quality. The
surface in its wild state is covered with a

species of fino short grass interspersed with
thorn-bushe- s.

The higher glade just spoken of lies at an
elevation of perhaps C feet, more or less
abovo the alluvial beds, and is entirely bar-

ren and useless, covered with sedge and
grease-woo- d, with little or no grass. Thin
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glade also is frequently impregnated with
noxious salts which prevent vegetation.
On the Wallawalla there is a much greater
proportion of this barren glade than of tho
alluvial beds; it forming usually the entire
back ground of low land and frequently run-
ning down to the very brink of tho stream,
thus forming a circular rim for these alluvi-
al basins. These alluvial bwds, indeed,
have all the appearance of having been onco
covered with a sheet of water, which at
length subsided by the depression of the river
channel, leaving their beds of detritus and ve-

getable deposit to form the portions of fertile
soil w hich are now to be found on the banks
of these streams. Between the two cladcs
of land already mentioned, there seems to
be an intermediate one partaking somewhat
of the characteristics of both. This inter-
mediate glade always lies between the real
alluvial and the higher glade, and seems to
have been originally an alluvial bed, but has
been covered over by a layer of soil brought
down from the higher glade which has dete-
riorated the alluvial soil. This portion is
usually covered with a species of coarse,
strongly rooted grass, growing from 2 to 6
feet in height according to the quality of the
soil. This portion is most fertile along the
borders of the real alluvial, and its stcrilty
increases as wc approach the higher glade,
near which arc frequently spots so impreg-
nated with salts as to be destitute entirely of
vegetation. The best part of this intermedi-
ate kind of soil produces quite well, though
not equal to the real alluvial. Rut if por-
tions highly impregnated with the salts be-

fore mentioned arc ploughed up, the soil is
soon covered over with a w hite saline depos-
ite, and seeds if planted will not vegetate.

The greatest quantity of good soil and the
best quality may be considered about mid-
way between the base of the Bluo Moun-
tains and the Columbia river. As we pro-
ceed cither way from the middle region,,
cither towards the mountains or the Colum-
bia river, the quantity of the alluvial bottom
diminishes and the quality becomes poorer.
As we proceed towards the mountains tho
banks of many of the small streams are low,
the channel changes from time to time, and
the soil seems to be all washed away. All
these streams make their entrance into tho
plain from dark, deep and frightful gorges
of the Bluo Mountains, similar to the moun-
tain gorges of these Islands, except that
those are on a more magnifiiccnt scale and
their rugged aspect worn down by age and
sottened by a more continuous growth of
vegetation. The uplands lying between the
Wallawalla and the Yamatilla, and between
the several branches of the Wallawalla aro
usually quite low, lower than in other parts
of that country. The bluffs arc very low v

and present no ragged appcaranco, but aro
usually formed of earth and rounded at the
summit. These upper plains are covered
with a very moderate growth of grass, though
in many places, particularly as wo approach
the Columbia, they present a very sterilo
appearance, and grass gives way to tho
sedge. The northern branch of the Walla-
walla, called the Tusha, which joins tho
Wallawalla 12 miles from its junction with
the Columbia form a pleasant valley, though
the amount of alluvial bottom is less than on
the Wallawalla and inferior to that in qual-
ity ; ye t as a valley for grazing it is one of
the finest in tho region.

In passing across this region in a N. Eas-

terly direction, to strike the Snake river in
the region of tho Kuskuski, wo find the up-

lands more and more elevated as we pass
the Tusha. The next stream wo come to-i- s

tho Tukanan, which empties into tho
Snake river. As wc approach the stream,


