
It'!.

nii: POLYNKSI AN,
.,1 ..rnl m( Im Hawaiian Gotrminenl,

,A i,.rd anLli at Honolulu, Oahu. II. I.

,1 ii;.it:ioN llOl'klNs.KIMToit.
TKttMH.

yl Itaaul, In ltt. , .
.. m ', I , .

Italia f 4erliiar..,. 1 n !, rt riiMi, i ,u, rat H coa- -
.1, i II I .ir (4 lilt, nf !, irl

. . cwl wa ? rl t . --

. 4 t -- ! hail x)arr, .y year,
. - I ; ". l" I ctrly adtcitiMu ut

! lrif!) 4fniiua liiuilrd l IWc J- -

. '.' Tweaty-f- t cenl r line, fr
(,j ,..wti. aaa 1 cent kr I

,..k. iliffitt awt.aifwd lo pay lance.

. ..' f A "-ni- t fnt lt S4ynr-tii- .

M mitmm at .,. - ; It J.r.r. A Co.
'

B fl-- ! w, Vwlrvw llrr.
I . ,11 1 I ll . Vs.Tt i. J. II. I.lrii

i xiTiaincitv,
I ., , i l it 1 I.KSIV.IAL MEUCHAN- -

'HE. will ! on ",vd J '"r ' general
..imeulol I". French and American Dry
"ii. i li'' l '' muktl, which lie w lit fell at

. . i. Hriri.
w ' " constantly receiving a

ij..l l ry "eiior Jaii, anicn lie win cil
..i. hrtr. on rantMe term.

Mit KJ. rapalitx ml' litilJin half a butirl each,
,jf'v'l ir't on baml a nJ I'nraalr.

.. tinlrfj illi Mo li anl llaoaiian Pro--

.f, t !iM noticr, at the lrl iiuiVet price.

im(u:i, li. wiim;iit.
)IN'TKR ANI CLA.IF.Il, o(T.rs f..r

tilr frao'iaUlo a mieial aMKirtnienl

riil an4 (lil, onilin of
4. lxd, Vn mliau KrJ, l'riiian Blue, Terr

n!r. afl J fen Paint, I'liroitiv Yel!',
,.:,aj, Vrlf-- i Orlirr, S4i.ih Hroi. Lamp
r.."ii iffiaiI ;Mrit Tcrpriiiute. Lin- -

i .lit, Col Varniaii ,'iin ltat. liuM aiiJ S.l-l.r- f.

Hninte, Paint, uJ Tr Uriikliea,
M,r Mt!e, fiiii Vt, '! IJUm, Putty,

llour, X.jn. toth, Sbip anil Ornamental
.. , j rtrr jted itli ncalncM ana opairn.

r
dopi:it a(i:.

II E. ulirnlr wuU inform hiii former
i ,itrt and the public, that he till continue

a the IJ atanil. Rett door to illiatna &:

, ., hm ill Im hpj. to receie order in
, l bariiie, lnii beetei uleti promptly

Maxft waitntile term.
,,ir aW tH J.i0 bbla. aupenor Caal. and

- 4'wrir AuietHan Hoop lion, Kiteta
I ..rr lUtha. Hi teta TuU &c.

i, C. II. MARSHALL.

t I 11' r.!-'.l- t atnl (icncriil Comtni.HHioii

I Mf. l.4lim. Maoi. Hawaiian l.lau.N.
rgmlni'li o.i I. and n. for al!. pitrrl a- -

... .J ll...iii Prmliii-e- . a.UiHcd to trie

H't -- Uir iiimi t!.cfc iUnd lor rccruita;
Uh will hr oil rea-.intl.- l.' irrin iir
..h nr R.l! Ill tin' oti KnUnd, France or

ar b.ii- - riiir.i'fj to Iti care il! c prompt- -
.a a

.irnl.Jtrt niy-i- T

lli:JAUIi PITMAN,
K!.KU IN SHU' CIlANDLKltV,

..I UrridinJif and Hawaiian Produce
. II.. II.'.. It. nan b rntan'lv i hand

i j . .1. . vm-r.- l aamirtincnt l M:r naixli
li r.iulrd by ajJilcl' toucln.lg at Ih-.-

..4 l"l ie fMll
. M,,:,rf adtan.-r- on libcnl trrin for BilN
!,'. , mi tU United Statra, Entaml ami,.. my 2Hy

li n ill n phodi ci:.
"NSl N I I. V im nn-- l l'r ;ic h

.t. ,.1., . . iir-r- ariiH nl of Ha- -

... fr r...i...lintf of Coir.-- e . lL'r, Mo- -

1 I. It ... 1. Vi.n. I..J ttt SIOM. llOalmil, .,,fi, " -- 1 - -

s l.i.iM.. Li.oe.toiMi, Coral Uiildui- - Mone,.

at tbr I,' .r.tnei t Store II ou.e.
nji-l- jr

. II. l 1 1.1.1 10 ".,
MINitTKU f Amcr cati nl Kro:an
,4. will keep ronataittly nm hand a general

r.,t of MrMhamli- -f aJp "'"i., Ciliforuii he Hawaiian llnd. A

uf Chandlery and Pro-i-.r- ..i-- ,r .Mioe.it "P... bv Ulef tob.nffattbi. ort lor

.k. M,u4 -h- i.h-i'1 .ojlied on l.beral
-- lar.a.h.or Il.ll.of Exrbanpr. 2w,y,

iup chpi:nti:;'
IU" .....!..... I i..r..rni4 t.'lO el.C Ol

I M H,..luU.a.T.a.ter. of r.l. h

.a.t Ue l..H tootinu" tocarry on I ,w !

ri.n.KIi Uuith in alt it bran.-'-

. i .t.iid of .r w k V, here be M fully ;''r(-- i

t.r. ..t all t.nd of work in hi-li- uc.

j, npprria j and repairing :!.
ff. k. wtds to order at tbo hortet net ice.

...f GtMAMKL lRr:':
Jl fcT PI HIIIIEIt

INruilV Ol- TIIK HAWAIIAN Is- -
I I iVli. I.. .. ... Ant in lilt K- Mvtbol

f' '.. li.o.erb Euroian in the ix- -

i.tii, ieI.er oy to.
. L'.hu. ad Politoal lli.lory from 'am car- -

M ii4J M.,rt fMiriod to the prenent time. By
I Jl K"iiN JIKVM. irj r .

'..W t tW OSce. Pne, I.K? s

' .'rep.

I . KOIHtlGI I' VID
H I. keep rotiaUtitly on hin.l ft-nor-

' "iw.Miof M,.,.C hand Wry, 1'rovi.K.m.. &c.

t'i4 fr whahf bip too. bins at tin
" them at Iho low-- 'ad will aoppl

of E.hn-- o 00H.IUf..,. ..r ra.h or
'l..4 M4(f,. Knjtaad and Fran.. wvMlT

Ft i: RETT V CO.,
"I'tMlTllliS. mil keep r.iitanllv lanl

Mftni.B bV Eajluh. I rem h and Amen, an
....Lt ... . ... California and thee
U. a clonal a.ortnn.ut of SUip Chan-"- f

rro.wioi... reimrad by whale hipe.
U .old at low '.ri. lor can or

.B. l

. norm: frame.
MH .le by the aul.scribcr n ulrong Ohia

I'raiiM IT bt 27 feet, with unuaw hewn
and rilert "li aiery reapect. For fur- -

'.- ...r api i.'! i- -t f J. WYDLER.

LOT FOK SALE.
(K S.P A ,,,1 .ration at the Hooe

a Lot of Lni Id tha illa; of Koloa,
b.t a l- -l acre

if

SOAP. Ac
j IHT.S S.aji '1 IU. each; Hi bos- -

' lau, a.-ori- iie." ' I., --kby EVERETT fc CO.

M1TTRHESI
rrI.U Mattra.aea. adapted to the Cl
"a naret. Ko I bf' -- . F. RODRIGUEZ VIDA.

BUSINESS CARDS.
I'oiaskmas printing office.

Plain anil Xaiun 13ookani Job printing
BITCH A1

Pamphlet, Shop Hills,
Cittalosarit, Hills ori'.xchatic,
Circular, Hills of Lading,
IfMBdblllo. ('ODHBilar lllankti,
Hill Head, Hank Deed,
IM1IN;. MUMNESS AND ADDRESS CARDS

Kx.t uirU mill araiek and depau h,on liberal terms.

S. H. WILT.IATTR & an
Jmportrrs Sc Commission Illcrdjants,

IIU.XULLLU, UAIIU,
S. II. Wiiuiiii, )
J. K, I!. Makmaii. I

W. i;aKlll Sashwich Ulasm.
It. F. Snow. j

S. II . V . &, C... uiiioit Slieaibmg Cou.ier. Crda-- e,

Caua, Pr.ivii.Hi. Bread, Naval Stores, &c.,and d.-a- !

7r'!r fK-l- of Slup Chandlery and Uetruiu for
tl itr II

Hillii of Excliange on the United States and Eu-ni-

aantod.

EVERETT. &. CO,
tttnrral ctommissfon iHtrcljaiits,
uH'x J ( HONOLULU, OAIIU, U. I.

IV Moikj adraiHed on fatoral.le terms for Hills of
r.iuiiun-- e on ine v mini Mate, Knlaurl and Krance.

IVIAKEE, ; A1TTH0IX &C0..
omroiisioB .Merrhunts & Ship Chandlers,

HONOLULU, OAIIU. H. I.J(iti Makek, i
J. A. Astmon, Hawaiian Inlands.

J"- - Siiipa vupplied Willi llefreshnicnts. Provisions, &.C.,
at ibe klmrtest uiMice, on rcixiuaMe terms.

. anieu 5oviraiiint or whalers hills on llie Li.
S. or IU r"r, for wbuli ino.icy will be advanced on

CRABB & SPALDING.
Ship Chandlers and Cummission Merchants,

i'VSriVoi'o. HONOLULU. OAIIU, II. I.

C. W. VINCNT,
IIOl'Si: CARPENTER AND JOINER,

HONOLULU, OAHU, H. I.
Hating his shop, is now prepared to
execute building and jobing at abort notice, and on

the most reasonable terms.

C. P. SAIVTSING & CO,
linkers and Dealers in China Goods,

UOSOLULU, OAIIU, II. I.
On hand Jtid for tale, Suar, Molast-es- , Tea and Cotice.

Fjnulies aud Ships supplied wilU Bread, &c.

J. WYDLER,
SIfiN AND ORNAMENTAL PAINTER,

HONOLULU, OAIIU.
Tr.in i.rnt Wiinl.. Sliadoi and Ornamental Painting

Executed witli noal.ios and despatch.
(lMer to k-- ft at the Store of Mr. C. S. ISartow.)

ISRAEL H. WRIGHT.
PAINTER, GILDER AND GLAZIER,

HONOLULU, OAHU. H. L,
Will execute with iiratnesit and despatcb, House, Sign,

L 1 J ...1 11lmiy, ouip auu uruauicuiai raimiux
NICHOLSON &. HENDERSON,

(KtiibliJnmnt vj'puhUe Ute Stamen's Cliapcl,)

liONOLl LU.OAHU.H. 1.

A lKe MHtufBi of liroa.kloths.Cassiiiieres, Vesting
Caluere and l.tncii lrilliiiSs,cu:aiiiij i

tiariamls made at siiort notice, in latest lashtun.

j CARANAvE.

IMPORTER OF ECROPEAN GOODS,
AND I'EALEI IN

Ship Chd!ery and General Jlerchandise,
HONOLULU, OAHU, II. I.

I At Ibe orf iininerly ocr upicd by E. & H. Primes,
"

DI SH, M AKEE CO,
fKALI.RH IV

Shin Chandlery and General Merchandise,
I.AIIAINA, MAUI.

Sbiim up:icd wnb recruits al the lowest market prices.
M.mm v adtaiK-n- l on reasonable term lor Hills of

Ea hniite on the United States and Europe.

F. RODRIGUEZ "VIDA

i.e M i: a in

SHIP CHANDLERY AND PROVISIONS,
HONOLULU, OAHU, II. I.

Ships nurti.lied with recrml l tbe lowest market price

b.r Cash or I'.il! be United Elates or run..
TSAAO MONTGOMERY.

DEALER IN GENERAL MERCHANDISE,

HONOLULU. OAHU, H. I.

Sl,M upplied with St.wk at tlie shortest notice.
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ATJSTIlW BACLE,
DEALERS IN GENL'HAL MERCHANDISE

HONOLULU, o.HU. H. I.

WOOD St. PAKE,
CABINET MAKERS AND UF.'WLSTERERS

IONn.I-MJ-
, o.ui

r. w. thowipsoiw,
Uy vTJ "--

LJ iJf
Hi I N O LF L!LJ .HUJLL

nrvtljLs BENT .St CO.,
HOUSE CARPENTERS AND JOINER- S-

Km HONOLULU. O AHU- - H. L
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W. M. Sjhth. S

J. MADISON STEELE,
COUNSELLOR AT LAW.

ATTORNEY AND
L AH UNA, MAUI. H. I.

.Om-- e in the Police Court, Hale Pmla )

rjr. KAUWAHI, -j H.
n"d 1 e 4

AH.r.er ,f T

HONOLULU. OAHU,
fOthcc m th-- Hoaolulu U )

wr AT.AHlNIi
BARBER AND II U R DRESSER.

HONOLULU, OAHU, H. I
( Shop next floor to the Cwitoo Hotel.)

HONOLULU, SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 1849.
From tbe French of Eusebc Salverte.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF MAGIC, PRO
DIGIES, & APPARENT MIRACLES.

BT ANTHONY TODD THOMPSON, M. D.

These arc two curious and entertaining
volumes, on a subject which has encaoed
the attention of philosophers and historians
in all past ages, and has not lost its hold
on the popular mind, even in the present.
The author having in the course of an ex
tensive inquiry, discovered " the fact, that
the degree of scientific knowledge existing
in an early period of society, was much
greater than the moderns are willing to
admit, but that it was confuted to the tem
ples, and carefully

.
veiled from the

.
eyes of

v.a a a - a 1 I
the people, has endeavored to estabiisn
a theory which maintains, that the improba
bility of the prodigies and assumed mira
cles related by the ancients is not sufficient
to authorize their being regarded as fabu
lous, if that improbability be proved to be
only apparent."

The work commences with what may be
termed natural marvels; aerolites, gigantic
animals, plants possessing hidden virtues,
and the large class of beings which have
too hastily been pronounced fabulous, but
which the researches ot modern science and
modern travel have proved to be real. Since,
therefore, " the apparent miracles related
by the ancients," says M. balvtitc, ex-

plain themselves naturally, wherefore should
their recitals be doubted when they treat ofj
magical performances, which also admit of
explanations not less satisfactory?

Magic, in the very earliest times, so far
from being a proscribed study, was viewed
as the perfection of human knowledge
" the science which unveils the operations
of nature, and leads to the contemplation of
celestial powers":

"Saint Epiphanius relates that wunrod,
in founding Eactria, established there the
sciences of magic and of astromony, the
invention of which was subsequently attrib-
uted to Zoroaster. Cassien speaks of a
Treatise on Magic which existed iu the fifth
century, and which is attributed to Ham,
the son of Noah! The father of the church,
just quoted, places the commencement ofl

Magic and of enchantments as far hack as
the time of Jared, the fourth from Seth, the
son of Adam. Magic hokls a prominent
place in the traditions of the Hebrews.
The ancient inhabitants of the land of Ca-

naan had incurred the divine wrath by their
use of enchantments. The Amalekitcs,
fighting with the Hebrews, iu their flight
from Egypt and Ralak besieged in his city
by the King of the Ethiopians, and subse-
quently by Moses, alike recurred to Magic
as a mode of defence The priests of
Egvpt were looked, even in Hindostan, as
the most subtle of all magicians.
From the earliest ages,- - Magic has obtained
the highest consideration in Hindostan. M.
Ilorst establishes the truth, that the collec-

tion of the Vedas contains many magical
writings. If, from the East, we car-

ry our inquiry Westward and towards the
North, we find Magic bearing equal marks
of ascendency and of hiih antiquity. Un
der its name, Occult Science,' it was known
to the Druids of Great Britain and those of
Gaul. Odin, so soon as he had founded his
religion in Scandinavia, was regarded there
as the inventor of Magic."

Among the Eastern nations and the Egyp
tians we shall find that occult science made
the greatest advances; favoured, doubtless,
by the superior civilization of those ancient
kingdoms, and also by that speculative char-

acter which distinguished, and still distin-

guishes, the Eastern mind. With these, as
was also the case with the witch of the I6tb
century, the "aim was to gain power, vene-

ration, and an obedience that knew no
bounds. After having conquered, it was
necessary to insure the possession of the
sceptre; and thus an inviolable secrecy en-

veloped the principles of the science."
From Egypt, the practice of the occult
sciences passed into Greece; and in the
arrangement of the various celebrated ora-

cles, and doubtless in the choice of the sites,
the Thaumaturgists took the lead. Ventril-

oquism, probably, gave a tongue to the sa-

cred oaks of Dodona; while at Delphi and

Didyina, intoxicating gas may have inspired
the priest or priestess who delivered the
response.

" It is not correct, however, to assume
that, in the delivering of oracles, all was
intentional imposture and deceit. .Those
who uttered them were often under the in-

fluence of real delirium. M. de Ticdmann
very plausibly believes that the German
priestesses, prophesying amidst the din ot

the tumult of waters, and fixedly regarding
the eddies formed on the rapid course of the

river, would, in such a position, soon be-

come vertiginous. Something may

be seen in the cataleptic state into which

the magnetizers throw their subjects who

are weak in organization, and still more fee-

ble in mind, by disiurbing the imagination

and fixing' attention for a considerable lime

of and absurd
011 a succession monotonous

At Didvma, previous to

prophesying, the priestess of the oracle of
hranchides inhaled for some time the vapour

nf a sacred fountain. 1 he oracie 01 me
M. II" IIColophonians, at L laros, was oeiivereo oy

a Driest V bo prepared himself by drinking

the water ot a oasin incioseu mo

of Apollo. This beverage is said to have

shortened his cays- -

The Delphic fcxhalal ion has been gener-

ally supposed to have been carbonic acid

oas'-- Dr. Thompson h of opinion that it

acid, as it caused almost
was sulphurous
frantic delirium."

Fumes of tobacteo intoxicated the Mexican

priests, whet, they uttered their responses;

and the Scandinavian prophetesses, as the
previously to p..ur-in- -

reader may remember,
forth "the Runic rhyme," went accus-

tomed which threw them
to drink a potion

into a trance-lik- e slumber.
The habits of observation and inquiry

exercised, of course ren-

dered
the priests
them familiar with many a natural in-

dication or prognostic which escaped the

observation of the vulgar. Thus, we find
them predicting coming events in a manner
that must have appeared absolutely miracu-
lous to their hearers. " The science of the
aruspices and augurs was, also, founded on
the observations appertaining to physics, to
meteorology, or to natural history." Pos-
sessed of extensive power conferred upon
him by his superior knowledge, it became of
importance to the Thaumaturgist to conceal
that knowledge from the vulgar; and, to
this end, the most effectual agent was, as
Michaelis remarks, a universal language,
invented by the learned and devoted exclu-
sively to their use:

"Almost all nations have possessed some
species of sacred writings, not more intelli
gible to the vulgar thon the hieroglyphics of
fcgypt.

The Roman pontiffs, in their rites, made
use of names and words known to themselves
alone; the few we are acquainted with re-

late only to ceremonials; those having re-

ference to real science have been too care-
fully concealed to reach us. In
Egypt, and probably also in the temples of
other counties, these mysteries were con-

cealed under a second envelope, namely,
the language in which the invocations were
couched.

Chaeremon gave instructions how to com-

mand the genii, in the name of him who
sittcth on the Lotus borne in a vessel, or
who appears different in each of the signs of
the Zodiac. these marks unequivocally
distinguish Osiris, the Sun-Go- d. Emanating
from an astronomical religion, the sacred
formularies transferred the language of As-

tronomy to magical operations. We shall
prove that the sorcery and magic of the
moderns were in a great measure composed
of the relics of the Occult Science formerly
preserved in the temples. We can trace in
it that confusion of language, so much the
more striking, that nothing could give rise to
it at an epoch distant from the reign of as-

tronomical religion; so that we arc author-
ized to affirm that it is referable to a period
when its expressions were comprehended,
its origin known revered."

A natural consequence of the employment
of allegorical signs was an erroneous inter
pretation of them by the uninitiated. This,
while it increased the mystery, also increa-
sed the difficulty of discovery. Had M. Sal
verte proceeded with his inquiries so far as
the period of the middle ages, he might have
illustrated this part of his subject by most
curious extracts from the writings of the al
chemists. The unintelligible sentence or un
comprehended atlegory became useless, in
its proper sense, to those unacquainted with
the key of the mystery; but still, the remem-

brance of the power supposed to reside there-

in remained : and thus, " even when mean
ing was no longer attached to the terms mys
teriously recited, or those graven on stones
or written on parchment, perhaps a greater
reverence was conceded to them, because
their origin and the measure of their real
virtue were not suspected." Thus, "the
Hindoos affirm that each letter is governed
by an angel, an emanation of the virtue of
God s omnipotence; and these angels arc re-

presented by the letters which compose the
oration, or form of incantation, by which mi-race- lcs

are to be wrought." This opinion
is, however, common to all the eastern na
tions; and most of the marvels of the Cabala
were believed to be wrought bv the wonder
working word. Among the inhabitants of
modern Europe this supersition still lingers;
and gibberish is an important clement in the
calling at once of the quack and of the con
juror. "Abracadabra that magic word,
believed to charam away agues, will really,
according to Dr. Thomson, " such is the ad
equate to effect a cure."

It has been supposed, with great plauisbil
ity, that several barbarous words, used in
witchcraft and conjuration, have been cor
ruptions of those Latin and Greek words
which originally belonged to mere primitive
tongues : and in like manner have many
rites been derived from the earliest antiquity

according to our author, even the W itch
es' Sabbath :

" To transport themselves to the Sabbath,
or rather to dream that they were transport
ed there, the sorcerers rubbed their bodies
with a sort of pommadc; the secret of com-

posing which, a secret which so often was
fatal to them, is the last, perhaps the only
one, which they have preserved. A sudden,
deep, and continued sleep, sad and mournful
visions, sometimes mixed with voluptuous
movements, were generally produced by the
magical unction, the effect of which was to
combine the two most powerful feelings ol the
human soul nleasure and terror. The
choice of flie efficacious substances of which

the pommadc was composed, the discovery
of their virtues, and the manner ot employ
in" them, cannot be attributed to the modern
sorcerers, who are always found in the low

est and most ignorant classes; this know
Icdfc has doubtless descended from a much

higer source."
The worship of the cat and of the goat was

amono the charges brought against the Temp
lars: and in the 10th and 17th centuries, we

have abundant proofs, in the trials for witch
craft, of the prominet station assigned to these
animals by superstition. Now, the cat, as
well as the goat, was ranked among the sa
crcd animals of the Egyptians; and the form

cr was considered sacred to Isis, whose
worship, under the title of the Ephesian Di

ana, passed into Asia Minor. It may appear
strange that the old crone, in tnnsnan times,
should connect with her cat notions of mys-tero- us

agency; but it is not more strange
than that the cunning woman, even in the
present days, should cast the grounds of her
tea-cu- p, and Irom tneir appearance picicuu
to prognosticate good or evil luck. The very

use which she makes, to-da- y, of the sediment

of her tea, was, more than three thousand
years ago, derived, by the Egyptian priests,
"from the muddy waters of the Nile; and the
mode of divination, prescribed most proba
bly by the sacred books, and performed with

all the imposing splendour of Egyptian wor-

ship, to determine the fate of kingdoms,

has, in the long lapse 01 so many cemun,

become the mere conjuring trick in the fann
er s kitchen, to loretell the success ot the
cricket match or of the ploughman's court
ship.

In his eleventh chapter, M. Salverte be
gins the enumeration of the various wonders
employed by the Taumaturgists, commenc
ing with mechanical contrivances. " The
science of constructing wonderful machines
was carried to a point of perfection that has
never been attained in modern times," says
the author; and he refers to the difficulties
which the. French mechanicians encountered,
"in striving to place on a pedestal one of
these monolithcs that the Egyptians, forty
centuries ago, erected in fuch numbers be-

fore iheir sacred edifices." The Temple at
Eleusis seems to have been supplied with a
moveable floor :

"English travellers who, visited there- -
mains of the temple of Ceres, at Eleusis, ob
served that the pavement ot the sanctuary is
rough and unpolished, aud much lower than
that of the adjacent portion. It is, therefore,
probable that a wooden floor, on a level with
the portico, covered the present floor, and
concealed a vault destined to admit of the ac-

tion of machinery beneath the sanctuary for
moving the floor. In the soil of an interior
vestibule, they observed two deeply indented
grooves, or ruts; and as no carriage could
possibly be drawn into this place, the travel-
lers conjectured that these were grooves in
tended to receive the pullies which served in
the mysteries to raise a heavy body ; 'per
haps, say they, a moving floor. In con-

firmation of their opinion, they perceived
further on other grooves, which might have
served for the counter-balanc- es to raise the
floor."

Mechanical contrivances seem also to have
been used al the entrance of the cave of Tro-phoni- us.

The knowledge of the ancients in
acoustics was greater than has been gener-
ally supposed; and the marvellous heads that
have spoken from that at Lesbos, which
foretold the death of Cyrus, down to that of
Albertus Magnus may correctly be assign-
ed to the same power which, some years
since, astonished all London, in the name of
the Invisible Girl. In optics, the success of
the Thaumaturgists was great; and the aid
of the "magical mirror" was often invok
ed :

" The luxurious gardens, the magnificent
palaces, which 111 the initiations suddenly ap
peared, from the depths of obscurity, bnl
liantly illuminated by magic light, or, as it
were, by a sun of their own, are reproduced
for us in the justly admired modern invention
of the Diorama. The principal artifice lies
in the manner of throwing light upon the ob--
iects, while the. spectator is kept in darkness.
This was not difficult, as the initiated huiried
from one subterraneous apartment to another,
and being now elevated in the air, and again
suddenly precipitated, he might easily ima

gine himself to be still in the bowels ot tbe
earth, from the obscurity of the place that
enclosed him, although on the level of the
ground."

Apparitions, says the author, though the
most common of the miracles founded on op
tics, have yet obtained the greatest celebrity
In the third ccntuary, Lactanctius represents
the magicians as always prepared to con
vince the sceptical by appairtions of the dead
and even so lately as

" the ninth century, the Emperor Basil,
the Macedonian, inconsolable for the death
of his son. had resource to the prayers of a
Pontiff already celebrated for the power of
working apparent miracles. An image of
this dear son magnificently apparelled and
mounted on a superb horse, was made to ap
pear before him; but, the spectral son ad
vancing towards him disappeared, in the act
of rushing into his fathers arms, lo ex
plain this historical extract, is it requsite to
admit the improbable supposition, that
horseman was appointed to play the part of
the young I nnce, as the resemblance must
have been perfect; and would not the father
have seized, held and folded him in his em
brace? And would not the false nature of
the apparition have been discovered and de-

nounced, by the enemies of the Thaumaturg-
ists, on the knowledge of the existence of the
man; and would not the remarkable resem
blance, which made him of use on this oc-

casion, have afterwards discovered him?"
Dr. Brewster, however, has explained this

apparition to have been produced by means
of two concave mirrors reflecting the image
of a picture of the Emperor's son. "As the
picture was approached towards the first
mirror, the image appeared to advance into
the father's arms; when it was withdrawn,
it, of course, eluded his grasp."

The influence of the Thaumaturgists over
animals was unquestionably extraordinary.
M. Salverte thinks that, in many instances,
this might be traced to the great care and
kindness bestowed 011 them. It has been
said, that the celebrated 'learned pig was
brought up as much as possible like a dog;
and that the attachment which he displayed
to his master was really dog-lik- e. Scents
were sometimes used as a temporary influ-

ence, and are still. It is mentioned by Mrs
Lee, that a young half-tame-d leopard fawned
upon and attempted to follew her, one day,
on her approaching him with a handkerchief!
scented with lavender, in her band. 1 he
effect of scents and peculiar food on animals,
especially the serpent tribe, leads M. Sal-

verte, in the second volume, to contemplate
the power possessed by the Thaumaturgists
in producing and modifying soporific or ine-

briating drinks. All aspirants to initiation,
and those who came to request prophetic
dreams of the gods, were prepared, not only
by fasts, and then by meals expressly provi-

ded for them, but also, and lastly, by mys-tero- us

drinks, which were mostly offered as
the nroduce of some fountain. Before visi

!

ting the cave of Trophonius, the water of.
Mnemosyne was admtnistereo :

" Plutarch has preserved to us a descrip-

tion of the mysteries of Trophonius, related
by a man who had passed two nights and a
day in the grotto. They appar to b rathar
the dreams of a person intoxicated by a peT-er- fiil

narcotic than a description of a real
spectacle. Timarches, the dame of the ini
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tiate, experienced violent head-ach- e, when
the apparitions commenced; that ia lo tay,
when the drugs began to affect ait nenr,
and when tbe apparitions vanished and he
awoke from this delirous slumber, the same
pain was keenly felt. Timarches died three
months after his visit to the grotto; the pri-
ests, no doubt, having made use of very pow-
erful drugs. It is said tint those who kad
once consulted the oracle acquired a melan-
choly which lasted all their lives. th natorsl
consequence, no doubt, of the serious shock
to their health from the potions adiiuiiislredi
to them."

Of magnical formula, fumigations, as the
reader will remember, were among the mol
important. The chafing-dis- h and the per-
fume alwa)s accompany the magic ot lbs
East even in thu present day; and sue k
was the case from the eathest period.

Magical ointments appear not lo have beea
entirely fable :

" It cannot be disputed that the customary
and frequent anointing, which formed pari of
the ancient ceremonial, must have tillered
opportunities, and giving facility for turning
this knowledge to advantage. Before con-

sulting the oracle of TroplMiniua, the body
was rubbed with oil; this psvparalion un-
doubtedly concurred in producing the deir- -

ed vision. Before being admitted to I he
mysteries of the Indian sages, Apollomu and
his companions were anointed with an oil, the
strength of which made them imagine that Ikrtj
wi re bathed teilk firt."

I he chapter which follows, on Ihe ' Influ
ence of the Imagination secouded by Physi-
cal Accessories,' ts chiefly devoted to the re-

lation of well-know- n stories: such a the
appearance of Csrsffr to Brutus, the druam
of the Emperor Julian, wraiths of the High
landers, And the spectre ot the nrockrn.
Then come remarks on the ecstatic stain
produced by the imagination dwelling on one
subject, or being strongly excited by the ac-

tions of others. Under thu head, the danc
ing mania, and similar instances of utter-excit- ed

fancy, are given as well as animal
magnetism, which M. Salverte treats with
but little respect.

The Thaumaturgists pretended to rsne the
dead an easy trick; and wete adepts in lbs
art of poisoning, which gave them sure means
for foretelling death. Their accurate mctor-ologic- al

observations, doubtless, enabled
them at times to foretell storms, and even
earthquakes; and M. Salverte even conjec-
tures that they were acquainted with the
method of drawing the lightning from hea-

ven. The naphtha spring, loo, furnished
them with means of working numerous mar-
vels. Phosphorus appears to have been
known to Ihetn; and M. Salverte considers
that to have been the agent employed on the
poisoned shirt sent by I cjamra lo Hercu-
les.

Notices of the Greek fire, of a composi-
tion resembling gunpowUer, and of thw em-

ployment of the magnet, which M. Salverte
thinks was known in the East many ages be-

fore Europe received it follow: and in con-

clusion the author remarks, that, ah hough
the first Thaumaturguls cannot be accused
of imposition; a conclusion scarcely koine out
we think, by the facts, still " it would be
as rediculous as impossible would have beer
a mora philosophic conclusion. In an ap-

pendix M. Salverte subjoins a long disserta-
tion upon dragons, and auother 011 the musi-

cal sounds prwdaced by the statue of Metn-no-n.

Both are very desultory : and this,
indeed, is the general character of the vol-

umes before us. The notes of Dr. Thomson
form a valuable addition to Ihe work ; but we
wish that, instead of editing, he had entirely

it; or, better still, produced
work of his own on tbe subject.

Bkwake or I.MPATiExct.Theie's many
a pleasure in life which we iiughl poM-a-

,

were it not for our impatience. Young peo-

ple, especially, miss a great deal of happin-

ess because they cannot wait till the proper
time. A man once gave a fine pear Iu a ta-

ttle boy, saying to him, " The pear in grern
now, my "boy; but lay it by for a week, and
it will then be ripe, and very delicious."
" But," said the child. " I waul to eel it nw
father." "I tell you it u not ripe yrl," raid
the father, " it will not taste goJ, aud be
sides, it will make you i k." No, it wu'l
father ; I know it won't, it looks so good.
Do let me eat it ?

After a little more leasing Ihe father rn-sentc- d,

and the child eat the ear. Th
consequence was, lhat t'ie next day he was
taken sick, and came very near dying. N-j-

all this happened because Ike child was im-

patient, lie could not wait, and accordingly
the pear that might have been very pleasant
and harmless, w as the occasion of severe ill-

ness. Thus it is that impatience, in a thou-

sand instances, leads children, and pretty
ones too, lo convert sources rif happiness in-

to actual mischief and misery.
There were some boys once who lived aear

a pond; and when winter came, they were
very anxious to have it freeze over, so that
they could slide and skate upon the ice. At
last there came a very cold night, and in the
morning the boys went to the pond to see if
the ice would bear them. Their father came
by at the moment, and seeing thai it was not
safe yet, and advised them to wait another
day before they ventured upon it. But trie
boys were in a great harry lo enjoy the plea-
sure of sliding and skating. 5o they walked
out upon it; but pretty soon it begaa H

crack crack crack ' and down thej were
all plunged into the water. It was not very
deep, so they got out, though they were very
wet, and came nrar drowning; aad all be-

cause they could not wait.
Now these things, thnugh they may seetn

to ht trifles, are full of inatructioe). Tatar
teach us to beware of impatience, a wail Ull

the fruit is ripe; they tescb us laal lae cup
of pleasure, seized before the proper tame, ta
turned to poison. They sIkw us the impo-
rtance of patience.

C7A good temper, a good library, a good
wife, and a good friend, are four of the choi-
cest blessings ol human life.
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