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ANCIENT COMMERCE. !
From a very interesting work recently
published by Messrs. Harper, entitled *‘Let-
ters from the Old World by a Lady of New
York,” we extract the following brief and

florid review of ancient commerce. Com-
mencing with Tyre, the writer says:—

”"!hhmr still remains, but is choked
up wit . A single brig and a few small
fishing vessecls ridizlt nnr::ghor, are but poor
representatives of great commercial ma-
rine of ancient Sidon. We did not dismouns
from our horses, but rode through and around
the town, and lingered awhile on a sand-
baak, i the centre of the port, musing on
the various mutations in the state of nations,
occasioned by the fluctuating nature of for-
eign commerce, or, rather, the constant and

rogressive shifting of its principle seats from
Last to West.

“'Since the first Canaanite®eedar bark was
launched from this rock, bearing the ‘toys’
of Babylon to the isles of Chittim, down to
the present day, when countries far be
the lost Atlantis send proud navies to e
with their thunders the rocks of Lebanon,
and the wandering descendants of Zidon
stand in mute astonishment gazing at the
dashing steamer as she whirls past their
shores, the seats of commerce have ever
been changing.
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“*Ever mince the trident of the ocean was
first for Zidon, and wielded so glori-
ously by Hiram of Tyre, how much lustre it
has shed on successive wations down to our
day!

““Eluding the grasp of the insatiate Per-
sian, it passed with the unfortunste Queen
IYido over to Africa. During the minority
of the infamt Carthage, ere she had strength
to hold it firmly, it was borrowed by other
slates.

“First, Agamemnon, ‘of many isles and of’
all Argos king," cherished the boon until
wresied from his hand by the power of Co-
rinth. With the Athenian its abode was
short but glorious. The flag of Attica waved
n every port. .

““The sceptre next dwelt with Syracuse,
until she came in collision with the increas-
ing strength of Carthage. Never before had
the trident been the emblem of so much pow-
er, maguificence and wealth, as it was dur-
ing the brilliant era of the Punic siate.—
Rome never reached the acme of her power
unti! she wrested the trident from the hands
of her rival; her power was not the resuit of
comunerce, but of an organized system of mil-
tary depredation and pluuder, and her naval
ascendency served merely as the medium to
spread far and wide the iron grapples of des-
potism, and to drag home in chamns captive
kings to grace her triumphs.

“Wiuthout a reciprocal commerce, the
wealth of the world flowed in upon her; and
when full unto repletion, the scramble for
the ‘spoils’ brought on civil strife at home
and weakness abroad. .

“When her glory was tarnished and her
wealth dissipated, having neither agriculure,
manufactures nor cammerce, to fall back up-
on, her power declined.

“The god of ocean find peas, during this
long alhnmes wah the F"" of war, placed his
trident at the prow of every Roman galley,
which, like the forked lightning, dispensed
death and destruction around the world, un-
til his own dominions were tainted with the
victims of human folly and unholy ambition.
Mars, sated with victory, flushed with pride,
and gorged with wealth, held the sceptre so
feebly that it fell from his hand into the grasp
of the next wily demagogue nearest the
throne, who, not thinking that it was ‘glory
enough to have served under such a chief,’
sought to maintain himself on his giddy pin-

_Inacle by bestowing his country’s treasures

on those myrmidons beneath him who should
best serve him in his utmost need. The na-
tion's wealth and power becoming the prize
and prey of a few, her honor and glory were
neglected by the many; Neptune was insult-
ed. and his admirers were contemred.

“T'he angry god, seizing his trident, plun-
ged once more into the deepest recesses of
his marine abode, there to brood over his
folly for having wasted so many ages in alli-
ance with war and rapine, and withheld his
protection from his legitimate offspring, Com-

“ | meree. As the once great Rome declined,

w0 ench separate state, no longer held in

whondage, launched upon the waters; but their

attempts were weak. Ages rolled on, and
no great maratime power appcared, The
sceptre of the sea was nowhere to be found.
At last the lion of St. Mark, from his amphi-
hious abode, descried the long-lost talisman.
I'he repentant god permits its seizure, and
sends it greeting to his future apaven, by sl
winged gl'ﬂll. "

‘Perched on the Rialto, he displays the
sign as an earnest of the future prospenly
and power of the infant state. Sweeping 2
broad circle round the sea-girt city of ﬁshellv-
men, and touching with the magic wand their
humble cottages, at once are scen to rise her
palaces, and proud srgosies to fill her every
channel, fregh
east, nnd the wealth of the west.

Satisfied, the winged lion alighted on the
trophy pillar of St. Mark, and at each annu-
al of the ring, when Venice renewed her
vows to her ncean lord, he gave away (he
brde.

+“While reciting the deeds of the lords of
the Rialto, let us not forget the bold naviga-
tors of Genoa la Superba, or the merchant
' irenze, the ancestors of
The god, now no
= e

~cked waters, with one bound clea
the liilllﬂ of Hercules, and attained the

ocean sea.

L
“flere, on the nearest main, he discover-

ted with the treasures of the eg

gauntlet of the rapacious TurR, the faith-
less Arab, and the insatiate ptian; but
in future were destined to flow in one unin-
terrupted stream through the ocean wave.
““The inquiring spirit of the West was no
longer to be in fruitless attempts to
penetrate to the dominions of ‘Prester John,’

sentinel over the ancient routes of com-
merce.

““The proud ensign of Don Vasco, unfurl-
ed to the breeze with the motto of ‘Free
';:-:gse :'pg, Sailor’s Rights,” floated over the

¢ modern Argonauts. Here

the gold of Cobi, theA:zpicea of éltnn';fi !el:e'
perfumes of Hydramaut, the chintzes of Cal-
icut, and the golden fleece of Serica, were to
be laid at the feet of the daughters of Eu-
rope, enhanced in value only by the merited
and well-earned rewards of their adventurous
sons. o
“‘De Gama's enterprise being crowned
with success, the doom of Venice and her
eastern colonies were senled. Let us, how-
ever, never forget this obscure and almost
forgotten page of history. - Let us of the west
teach it to our sons, that they may remember
and admire the foble expiring efforts of the
commercial and political sages of the Riallo
and the Piazza. Their wisdom and sagaci-
ty taught them, that unless some bold dem-
onstration was promptly made the empire of
St. Mark must fall. A plan was submitted
to the Cerebus who guarded the passes of
the Nile and Red Sea, to permit the ancient
canal of the Pharaohs to be reopened, and

mares to e thecnpgh 4 o fres na its
waters, subject only to a small but sure tran-
sit duty; and the vessels of the island city to
sail witheut interruption to India and home;
thus securing for ages a certain income for
Egypt, and a continued prosperity to Ven-
ice, which might have lasted to this day,

“‘But the proud Osmanlce, the ignoraut,
sell-conceited and opinionated Pharaoh of
the day, vetoed the project for his country’s
good, and the petition of the resident mer-
chants was spurned from his footstool as a
dangerous symptom of foreign influence.

““The canal of the Pharaohs still remains
under the sands of the deserts, and Egypt
soon became what it now is; the arteries of
the island city have become choked up, and
Venice a by-word.

“The great highway of nations once open-
ed to the farther East, the nations of the ut-
most West all strove for the prize it offered.
The mynheer's amphibious capitals raised
their proud heads above the fens of Holland,
and became the marts ofthe Western World,
the seats of learning and science, of religion
and laws,

““And when, in the progressive order of
things, the sceptre was to leave her, her
mantle fell upon the shoulders of the ocean
queen, the triune kingdom of the isles. The
Babylonish garments which adorned the
proud Semiramis in her best estate, or the
robes, and fine linen, and Tyrian purple
which decked King Solomon in all his glory,
never imparted a tithe of the lustre which,
by this newly-acquired ornament, the British
throne was destined to acquire.

*‘Need I refer you to the voluminous pnges
of England’s history, and follow her cres-
ceut furtumes up to the full orb of her meri-

dian splendor? The veriest tyro can count
the gradations upon his fingers, from Magna
Charter to old Queen Bess, from Flodden
Field to Waterloo, from the Spanish Arma-
da to the day of Aboukir. .

“As Van Tromp, with the broom at the
mast-head, swept clean the channels of the
North, so did Nelson cause the besom of de-
struction to annihilate, from *“‘Indus to the
!;;‘le" the enemies of British commerce.—

en
as long as ¥
%t Britannia rules the main.’

“But another cycle of commercial and na-
val grandeur is fast approximating toward its
final conclusion. The resplendent era of
Old England’s glory is growing dim; her sun
has passed its zenith, and already casts its
oblique rays wpon the white cliffs of Albion.

““The spirit of the fatherland, descending
upon its offspring, causes the ‘Star of the
West' to be a herald of glad tidings unto the
nations. Then

¢ Columbin, Columbia, to glary arise;’

and, as long as
% The star-spangled banner shall wave o'er the free,’

may we and our children never forget, that
wherever commerce has been cherished, it
has raised a tower of strength and a pillar of

glory, the dread of tyrants and the nrey =€
GeagUEues.

“T?::gblood of our patriotic fathers was
shed around this altar of our pational pride.
The soil has scarce yet absorbed the life-
streams that flowed in its defence; the spir-
its of the departed are yet hovering around
the holy fire which they bound themselves in
‘sacred honor,’ ever to keep burning, to see
if their sons ave faithful to the trust they del-
ated to them. A
“May its light be a beacon that shall con-
tinue to rally all good men and true, and the
glare of its flame be a terror to all such
‘roering lions’ as would seek to extinguish
the living source of our independence and the
palladium of our liberties. _

+“Call me enthusiast if you will; but I beg
you to remember that, ages
‘Holy Land’ to the Christian world, events
here took place, the influence of which has
been felt throughout the world, and which
gave an impulse to the human mind such as
nothing of ln same nature has ever equalled.
Civilization, wealth, and refinement have
been carried to the uttermost ends of the
earth by systems of colonization and com-
thewr initiative from the

»
i The battle of the Nile
Shall be foremost an the file,!
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A Vovace or Discoveny axp RESEARCH IN
THE SOoUTHERN aND AnxTarcTic REGIoNs,
DURING THE YEARS 1839-43. By Captain
Sir James Clark Ross, R. N. Two Vols.
Murray.

We welcome one more addition to a liter-
ature of which n have great reason
to be proud. ing aside their scientific
claims, our records of Voyage and Discov-
ery, arealso a record of enterprise and en-
durance, of resolute perseverance, ‘and of
complete moral as well as physical courage,
which we take to be peculiar to English sea-
men. 2 B
The expedition described in these volumes
was suggested in 1838 by the British Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Science, and
had for its chief object a series of magnetic

rvations in certain latitudes with a view

to ascertain the three elements of horizontal
direction, dip, and intensity, ortheir theoreti-
cal equivalents. The President and Councit
of the Royal Society baving seconded the
suggestion (in which Sir John Herschel had
been the principal mover,) Lord Melbourne’s
Government consented to the undertaking;
fitted up two vessels of 370 and 310 tons, the
Erebus and Terror, with each a complement
of sixty-four men; placed them under com-
mand of Sir James Ross, Commander F.
Crozier acting as Capt. of the Terror; and
directed that in the intervals of magnetic ob-
servations at various points fully indicated in
the instructions for the expedition, Captain
Ross should endeavor to penetrate to the
south magnetic®Pole, or at least to ascertain
o pnaidion s shoul ine the Antarctic
seas in the highest atitade he coutd reacn;
and should pursue such other objects of dis-
covery in that direction as in his discretion
he might deem 2ivisable. Capt. Ross was
absent four years; and has described the
progress apdresults of his expedition, with
eminent clearuess, unaffectedness, and abil-
ity, in these volumes.

From the nature of the scientific inquiries
which formed its main object, it is necessar-
ily,” in much of its details, less popular and
striking than other former and less restricted
expeditions. But the most "exciting trials
and dangers will attend even the direst pur-
suit of science in Polar regions, and enough
of even this popular element is contained in
the volumes to give variety and reliefto their
scientific disclosures. Captain Ross made
three cruizes to the eftreme southern lati-
tudes, in each case with interesting and val-
uable results; but his most important dis-
coveries (though not his most striking adven-
tures) seem to have been limited to the last
five months of the first voyage.

He sailed September, 1539, apparently
better equipped than any previous expedition
for purposes of scientic investigation. It
would be inappropriate to our columns,
interest our readers very little, if we dwelt
on what men of science will find the leading
attraction of Capt. Ross’s narrative. We
shall simply say that the observations ob
meteorology and magnetism at all the var-
ious points—on the strength and direction of]
ocean currents, and their degrecs of depth—
and on matters of curious scientific interest
sonnccted with the liﬂe nf' mean lemperalura
—are very ample throughout, and lucidly set
forth. And having added that in the depart;
ments of zoology, geology, and botany (as
to which other and elaborate works in con-
pection with the expedition will very speed-
ily be published,) several discoveries of
no mean value will be foomd recorded by
Captain Ross and the various officers who
had charge of these departments, —we shall
proceed to indicate, briefly, the principal
features of what may be termed the more po-
pular portion of Capt. Ross's voyage and ad-
venlure.

At the close of 1840, and in the first four
months of* 41, the most notable discoverics
of the first voyage were made. The ships
got into what is called the pack ice of the
Antarctic regions in January, and had to
force their way through a belt of floating ice
two hundred miles in width. After five days’
struggle they emerged into the sea beyond,
and steered their way towards the southern
pole. The scenery of the land which then
came within view, with its eternal snow-
covered mountains, is admiraMy described;
and as they coast along, eager with hopes to
reach the Pole, and naming the various
heights with the names of friends, statesmen,
kindred, and philosophersin their enterprize,
the narative is animated and beautiful. The
discovery of this great southern continent is
to us the most striking incident of the vol-
umes. The ceremony of taking possession

of it i:éht;ggggc‘lgge%hor“ of the mainland

completely covered with ice projecting into
the sea, and the heavy surfl along its edge
forbade any attempt to land upon it; a strong
tide carried us rapidly along between this
jce-bound coasst and the islands amongst
heavy masses of ice, so that our situation was
for some time most critical; for all the exer-
tions our people could use were insufficient
to stem the tide. But taking advantage of a
parrow opening that appeared in the ice, the
boats were pushed through it, and we got in-
to an eddy under the lee of the islands, and
landed on a beach of large loose stones and
stranded masses of ice. 'The weather by this
time had put on a most threatening appear-
ance, the breeze was freshening fast, and the
anxious circumstances under which we were
aced, tog@her with the recal-flag flying at
the sifip’s mast head, which 1 had ordered
Licut. Bird to hoist if pecessary, compelled
us to hastep our operations. )
“The ceremony of taking possession of
these newly-discovered lands, in the name of|
our Most Gracious Sovereigr., Queen Vie-
toria, was immediately proceeded with: and
on planting the b.% of our country amidst
rs o

the hearty chee our party, we th-ntf Hto
the health, | life, and happiness o er
Majesty tndmflil Royal H':ghmn Prince
Albert. The island was Possession

lsland. It is sitvated in lat. 71° 56, and

llong. 171° 7 E., composed entirely of igneous ¢

rocks, and only accessible on its grestern

Jave rendered our return (6 the ship impos-

whole surface of the iﬂnd,lﬁ:nglhehdgu
of the r’mm:ﬁﬂ even to the summits of
the hills, attacking us vigorously as we wad-
ed through their ranks, and pecking at us
with their sharp beaks, disputing possession;
which, together with their loud coarse notes,
and the insu able stench from the deep
bed of guano which had been forming for
ages, and which at some period be val-
uable to the urists of our Australasian
colonies, made us glad to get away again,
after having loaded our boats with gcoloii;
cal specimefe. and penguins. Owing to t
heavy surfl on the beach, we could not tell
whether the water was ebbing or flowing;
but there was & strong tide running to':ﬁe
south, between Possession Island and the
main land, and the Terror had some difficul-
ty to avoid being carried by it against the
land ice. Future navigators ‘there-
fore be on their guard in approaching the
coast at this place,

‘“ After a long and heavy pull we regained
our ships only a short time before so thick a
fog come on, with a strong northerly breeze,
that to have been a few minutes later would

sible, and compelled us to have burne away
for the shore, again, to take up our quarters
with the penguins, until the ships could have
again approached it with safety. The wea-
ther obliged us now to stand out to sea. At
night we had high winds with constant snow,
and not meeting with any icebergs or loose
ice, we kept the ships under easy sail, wait-
ing a change of weather.

‘““ Some few whales and large flocks of
Caye pigeons were scen; but the elegant
white petrel, which seldom goes to any dis-
tance from the main pack, had, to our great
satisfaction, quite deserted us.”

The progress along this continent, how-
ever, underwent sudden interruption. It was
unexpectedly closed by two volcanic moun-
tains, one extinct, and one in tremendous ac-
tivity; and by a sheer wall of ice, two hun-
dred feet high, and supposed to he more than
a thousand feet thick, along which they sail-
ed for nearly five bundred miles without see-
ing a vestige of opening outlet. The vol-
canic mountains, incomparably grander than
Etna or Hecla, were, with admirable appro-
priateness, named after the ships—DNount
Erebus and Mount Terror.

With what reluctance such a man as Sir
James Ross would turn away at this point,
within less than a hundred and sixty miles of
their search (the Pole,) we need hardly be
told. But it was impossible to stay beyond
February, by. which time they had traced
the coast line of their discovery fromthe 79th
degree of latitude; had explored as far as
possible the eternal barrier of ice; had set-
tled the position of the Pole; and had named
their new continent Victoria Land.

““ We were at this timein lat. 76 12 S.,
long. 164 °E.; the magnetic dip 8S° 40,
and the variation 109°24 E. e Jwere
therefore only one hundred and sixty miles
from the pole.

““Had it been possible to have found a
place of security upon any part of this coast
where we might have wintered, in sight of the
brilliant burning mountain, and at so short a
distance from the magnetic pole, both of those
interesting spots “might easily have been
reached by travellimg partiesin the following
spring; but albeur aflorts to effect that ob-
ject [:rou-d quite unsuccessful; and although
our hopes of comple attainment were not re-
alised, yet it was some satisfaction to know
that we had approached the pole some hun-
dreds of miles nearer than any of our pre-
decessors; and from the multitudes of obser-
vations that were made in so many different
directions from it, its position may be detes-
mined with nearly as much accuracy as ifwe
had actually reached the spot itself.

‘It was nevertheless painfully vexatious
to behold at an easily accessible distance un-
der other circumstances the range of moun-
tains in which the pole is placed, and to feel
how nearly that chief object of our undertak-
ing had been accomplished: and but few can
understand the decp feelings of regret with
which I felt mysell compelled to abandon the
perhaps too ambitious hope I had so long
cherished of being permitted to plant the flag
of my country on both the magnetic poles of
our globe; but obstacles which presented
themselves being of so insurmountable a
character was some degree of consolation, as
it left us no grounds for self-reproach, and
as we bowed in humble acquiescence to the
will of Him who bad so defined the boundary
of our researches, with grateful hearts we
offered up our thanksgivings for the large

asure of success which _he had permitted
o reward our exerfions. Some amongst ua

even still indulged a feeble hope, that to the
westward of the Admiralty Mountains, which
we knew trended so suddenly to the west-
ward, we might find the coast turn to the south-
ward, and by following it we might yet ap-
proach the pole more nearly ; but we could not
conceal from ourselves that from the late per-
riod of the season and the early setting in of
the winter, we were in this case hoping
against hope.

ciously pleased to expresé a warm interest
in lheylucceu of our expedition.

** Thie whole of the E:ludlmn land we
had discovered, and w continuity we had
iraced from the seventieth to the seventy-
ninth de of latitude, the name
of our Most Gracious ign Queen Vic-
toria, as being the esrli )d most remote
BOL discovery since Her Majesty’s ac-
cession to the throne.” _

The second yoyage ( p again from
Van Diemen’s Laad) was less in

to discoveries, but more striking
Bat for the

miles; were drifted o ¥ by seversl
with foes of ice like fenders betwaen the

y

that we might select the best leads lllol‘b
the di 'gpuh;bﬂllD,r.u..l
wind suddenly freshened to a violrnt gale
from the northward, ing us o

our sails to a close reefed and
storm stay-sails; the sea rising fo a
fearful height, breaking over the lofliemt
bergs, we were unable r to hold

our ground, but were driven into the heavy
pack under our lee. Seon afler igh
our ships wmoifnvolt;‘.;l: an ocean of rclle
ing fragments of ice as ing rocke
of granite, which '*. mv‘:'d them
by the waves with so mech®i
their masts quivered as if t
every successive blow: and the destruction
of the ships seemed inevitable from the tre-
mendous shocks they received. By backi
and filling the sails we endeavored to avoi
collision with the larger masees; btut this
was not always possible. In the early part
of the storm the rudder of the Erebus wae

ed by signal that the Terror's was complete-
ly destroyed, and nearly torn away from the
ste . We had hoped that as we dnift-
ed deeper into the pack, we should get be-
yond the reach of the tempest; but in this
we were mistaken. Hour away
after hour wi the least mitigation ol the
awful circumstances in which we were plac-
ed. Indeed, there scemed to be but lmle
probability of our ships holdi together
much longer, so fn‘-enl and violent were
the shocks they sustained. The loud crash-
ing noise of the straining and working of
the timbers and decks, as she was driven
against some of the heavier pieces, which
all the activity and esertions of our people
could not prevent, was sufficient to fill the
stoutest heart that was not by truss
in Him who controls all events, with dismay ;
and I should commit an aect of injustice to
my compagions if I did not express my ad-
miration of their conduct on this trying oc-
casion; throughout a period of twenty-eight
hours, during any one of which there a
peared to be very little hope that we shou
live to see another, the coolness, steady obe-
dience _and untiring exertions of each indi-
vidual "were every way worthy of Buitish
seamen.

*“The stdrm gained its height at 2». m.,
when the barometer stoed at 2540 inches,
and after that time began to rise. Although
we had been forced many miles deeper into
the pack, we could not perceive that the
swell had at all subsided, our ships still roll-
ing and groaning amidst the heavy )
ot crushing bergs, over which the ocean
rolled its mountainous waves, throwing huge
masses one upon another, and then agamn
burying them bepeath its fowmng
waters, dashi grinding them together
with fearful violenece. The awful graddews
of such a scene can peither be imagined nor
described, far less can the feelings of those
who witnessed it be understood. Fach of us
secured our hold, waiting the issue with re-
signation to the will of Him who alone could
preserve us, and bring us safely through this
extreme danger; watching with breathless
anxiety the effect of _each succeeding col-
lision, and the vibrations of the totlering
masts, expecting every moment to see them
give way without ha the power to make
an effort to save them.

“ Although the force of the wind had
somewhat diminished by 4, ». »., yet the
squalls came on with unabated violence, lay-
ing the ship over on her broadside, and
threatening to blow the storm-sails to preces:
fortunately they were quite new, or they
never could have withstood such tefrific
gusts. At this tima.the Terror was so close
to us, that when she rose 1o the top of one
wave, the Erebus was on the top of that
next to leeward of her; the deep chasm be-
tween them filled with heavy rolling masses;
and as the ships descended into the hollow
between the waves, the main t il yard of
each could be seen just level with the crem
of the intervening wave, from the deck of

“The range of mountains in the extreme |the other: from this some idea may be form-
west, which, if they be of egual elevation| ed of the height of the waves, well as of
with Mount Erebus, were not less than filty | the perilous situation of our The
le distant, and therefore undoubtedly [ night now began to drs: n, . cast ite
the seat of the prn maguetic pole, was|gloomy mantle over appalling scene,

istinguished by the name ofl-l':: Royal genderiq our condition, if ible, more
giighm Prince A who had been gra- and help'ess tham before; but at

midnight, the snow which had been falling
thickly for several hours, cleared away, e
the wind suddealy shifted to the westward,
and the swell began to subside; and although
the shocks our ships atill sustained were
such that must have ed any ordipary
vessel in less than five minutes, yet h
compared with those to

we had been exposed, and our minds became
more at ease for their ultimate safety.

“ During the darkness of night and the
thick weather we had been carvied th

a chain of bergs which were seen

1 considerably to windward, and

inary 4
: hich i been the | of the pack, so that we ice much
mt:; h‘::.»::.::ﬂm _ Hlnq-qu.udlwcwuﬂh_--i
imt‘:zl dhtw.mm to the Terror, about whose condition
work their way for upwards of &




