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An lll-Advised Move

We understand that a petition, emanating from German-American
sources, is being circulated at Honolulu and perhaps on some of the
other islands, the purport of which is to urge upon the American gov-
ernment a policy of peace toward Germany. The idea is to get as
many signatures as possible, of different naticnalities, to this petition
and to submit the same to Washington as representing the sentiments
ot Hawaii.

The plan is ill-advised.

Just at this stage the American people are practically a unit in
the belief that the policy of the American government toward Ger-
many is a policy of peace; and thev are unitedly and earnestly behind
the President in his efforts to obtain just protection for American lives
and property, and to preserve peace It would come as one of the
most remarkable incidents of the times should a petition arrive at
Washington from Hawaii, expressing it a¢ the opinion of this little
territory that Uncle Sam should behave and be * peacefuil!™

The American people today feel that the United States, in striving
to preserve its own neutrality and to deal fairly and squarely with the
warring countries of Europe, has been grievousiy sinned against.
Thev are full of a desire for peoce, and always have been; Dut what
they want and demand is to be treated fairly and decently.

It occurs to ns that any | iom bearing tpon the subject of
peacefitlness, emanating from the Hawaiian Islands, should be ad-
dressed to Buropean countries, and not to the United States. It would
be a fine thing. for instance,

if our German-American citizens would
get up a memorial to Emperor Wilhelm, assuring him that thev know
positively that America is striving in every honorable way for peace
with Germany, and that a just and considerate policy on the part of
Germany wottld meet with a ready and hearty response on this side of
the Atlantic. A petition of that sort wonld not prove a boomerang and
might, indeed, be of great value in bringing about the end which
Americans really desire,

Bryan Amd Universal Peace

As careful analysis as is possible at this time of American news-
paper opinion indicates a general lack of confidence in either the
polices or abilities of the late Secretary of State, W. J. Brvan. Brvan
is probably dead, politically; unless, indeed, he is endowed with a
species of '‘come back’ hitherto thought nnattainable 1n this world,
or inaugurates some policy of such supreme importance and popularity
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