
Our Grass House
.v.. :

By 1 M
(Continued from last week.)

And so, in leisurely fashion, I
made hini understand wc wanted
to build a grass house, and we !

.wanted hi in to do the part of il

which, we gathered he was
dantlv able to do, since the one in
which we were sitting was his
handiwork.

And then we entered into prac-

tical details ol rafters and purlines
and ridge poles, and grass and
rushes and puhnla leaves, and the
time he would require and the pay
he should have. And when it was
all settled I went over it all in re-

sume for Helen, s benefit, and even
she had to admit that I had cover-

ed the ground pretty well. Only
sh. thought it would be better to
set the house a little on the "bias
so that the wind would not hit it
square on the back, but sortof split
it on the corner and slitle by on the
sides. This change of plan, how-

ever, did not seem to me to be im-

portant for the grass man, so I
didn't take the trouble to put it
into Hawaiian. And so with ur-

gent requests for an earlv begin-

ning of the work, and the usual
courtesies of farewell becoming to a

visit of state like this, we took our
departure. Our grass house was
no longer a vague castle in Spain,
but an assured reality in Hawaii,
and we were glad accordingly.

The supreme delight of building
is not the finished product, that,
in a way, is an ephemeral joy: it
is the daily seeing things grow. A
grass house of moderate size like
ours, though the product of but a

single workman, grows rapidly,
and we were eight or ten miles
away, and consequently didn't get
as much joy out of it as we other-

wise might, but we made the most
of our opportunities.

We got a Japanese carpenter to
do the ordinary construction of

the framework and put the paper
roof on, for this was "haole" con-

struction. For the balauce the
blind man and his comely wife
were the architects, and this was
the construction that we were most
interested in.

Long, lithe, straight Jbamboo
raut be brought from the moun-

tains, and applied with tan bark
twine all over the outside of the
frame fill it looked like a giant
bird-cag- e, and then the long soft
rushes and the tresses of brown
grass had to be deftly folded in

under the bamboo and tied into
place, working from the bottom
up, as layers of clothing are ap-- .

plied in a cold country.
By the sense of touch alone, the

blind man applied ' the little
bundles of grass or rushes tying
them dettly into place, while his
comely smiling wife stood beside
him to put the material into his
hand, as she divined bis need. "Is
that the way they do it?" ejacu-

lated Helen, "They have to stick
it all through and tie it down liko
that?" "Yes; how did you think
they did it?" I replied. "Oh, I
thought they laid it on some way

and pinned it down like a woman
does her hair,"

As the thatch went on, and

the Jaird-cag- e ribs changed to
closed in walls, we were delighted
and threw ourselves down on the
shaded green sward within for a

grass house doesn't have a floor

that we might enjoy the rapily ap-

proaching tealization of our dream.
We were a couple of kids, as ex-

cited and foolish as any children
oyer a new toy, and the builder's
comly wife looked at us with smil-

ing wonder.' and whispered critical
comments in undertones to her
husband.

That evening we were late to
dinner, and the cook was smppy,
and the children were cross and
we were tired, but had we not seen
the realization of our dream? Had
we not spent a few happy moments
in our grass house?

So at last the house was finish
ed.to the brown trimming of dried
fern at the corners and the braid-
ed finish around the windows. All
according to the aucient and hon- -

. Legale
orable way of grass houses and we
paid off the blind builder and his
coim-l- wife, and w.re owners in
possession..

One essential feature of n lodge
in the wilderness is a lookout tow-e- r

from wlrch t lit movements of
the eneiuv niav be constantly ob-

served. In locating cur grass house
this matter was kept in mind and
so it was placed 0:1 an eminence
which commanded every turn of
the approaching road tor a couple
of miles awav. Xo one could fall
upon us unbeknown, nor surprise
us unprepared. After the children
were disposed of for the afternoon ,

the last thing before our siesta was
to climb up on the punnee bed and
kneeling thereon, with a good
glass, make a careful of
the road makai, through the wide-ope- n

fresh air w'ndow. "Yes.
there's a carriage just coming over
the brow of the hill, with two
ladies in it, and then there are two
people on horseback one is a ladv
and one is a man! "Yes, I
know," replied Helen. "It must
be the Swith-'William- I knew
they were coming up some day
this week, but I didn't think it
would be today. And we haven't
a speck of cake in the house, and
the cream.is gone sour!"

As the result ot a somewhat va-

ried experience of bachelor life, I
had acquired a large and easy con-

fidence in tinned things for an
emergency, but Helen despised
them and would not have none of
them. I had never heard of tinned
cake, or sandwichs, but I suggest-
ed that there was some bread and
some very nice soft cheese in a
little white jar. which would make
delicious sandwichs, and there
were several tins of Fussels cream,
which, I had been assured, was
quite as good as the real thing,.
"Well, vou put the water on while
I fix my hair and slip cn a clean
holoku." Taking one more glance
through the fresh air window to
make sure that my diagnosis was
correct, I got down to make the
fire, Now is
the simple life. We hadn't any
proper kitchen or any proper stove,
but that rude substitute known as
a "Japanese stove" a kerosene
tin with the top and one side cut
out. and a few bits of fence wire
run through, on which the kettle
sat so as not utterly to squelch
the fire. With the help of a little
kerosene a fire was forthcoming in
no time, and it wasn't long hefore
the kettle was singing most cheer-
ily on our humble hearth. In the
meantime Helen had not only fix-

ed her hair and donned her dress,
but had also made the sandwiches
and got the tea ready, pushing the
despised tin of cream ovet to me to
open, since it was my suggestion,
and when our guests arrived, we
greeted them on our own thres-
hold with that uuflurried grace
and courtesy which are particular-
ly fitting for a grass house.

Another essential feature of a
lodge in the wilderness is a fire-

place; but a stone fire-plac- e for a
grass house is a manifest incon-
gruity, and besides, the. building
of fire-pla- s in the tropics is an
undiscovered art, they always
smoke so, for these reasons, we
didn't aspire to a lire place. But
we would have a substitute. The
open side of our house constituted
a lanai with a,ii earth floor covered
with rushes. A good-si.e- d box in
the middle of the lanai seived as a
hearth on which one of our Japa-
nese stoves was the fire-plac- e.

With a crackling firs of such
modest size as might be contained
within this diminutive fire-plac- e

or without a glowing bed of coals,
throwing out, 'every now and then,
lambent tongues of flame, we sat
around on easy chairs in the even-

ing especially after the children
had been safely disposed of for the
night, and congratulated ourselves
011 having attained to the very
acme of the camping art. And as

' we listened to tho eerie moaning of
the wind, or the distant bellowing
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of cattle we fell more and more in-

to those reminiscences and con-
fidences which are characteristic
of congenial domestic life, until at
length Helen would suggest that
we put some onions on to roast;
and that would mean that we must
sit up until they were done and
that again would mean, perhips.
11 o'clock, and Helun wonid say.
"I just ha'.e to vn tn bed! These
chain-- , are much more comfortable
tli in the beds. The e cnings round
the fire are the cream of grass-hous-

keeping!" "Yes, I know!"
I would reply, but the children
will be awake at the first crack of
dawn, and then there will be no
more sleep." And so we would
crawl into our hard beds and watch
the flicker of the fire on the roof
and listen to the steady breathing
of the children, until a kindly
ni.intle of sleep fell upon vis.

One day our oldest boy came
running in with the electrifying
news, "Tanainori is here, and he
say our grass house is ail Mown
down and gone to pot'" Further
inquiry proved that it was only too
true. The house had been built
with its back to the Trades and a
little on the bias to split them, but
the violence of a kona had not
been counted on. It was somewhat
like an d, flaring Qua-
ker bonnet, from behind it shed
the wind like the proverbial duck's
back does water, but the flaring
open front was fatal. A mighty
blast of wind lifted the whole
house bodily, and carried it swirl-
ing through the air into the valley
below. And when we went up to
confirm the news, we found only
the unprotected punee bed, hold-
ing down the site, while below on
the side of the valley, lodged in
the trees, we saw the wrecked re-

mains of our beloved grass house.
Sic transit gloria mundi.

For Sapervlsor

To The Public: I beg to an-

nounce that I will be a candidate
to succeed myself ns county super-
visor from the Koloa district, and
invite the support of voters nt the
primary election to be held April 7,
next.

W. I). McBkypk,
Homestead, Eehmnry 20, 1917.

FOR SUPERVISOR

To The Public: I beg to an-

nounce that I will be a candidate
to succeed myself as county super-
visor from the Waimea district,
and invite the support of voters nt
the primary election to be held
April 7, next.

T. Brandt.
Waimea, February, 10, 1917.

FOR SUPERVISOR

To Tim Voters of Kawaihau Dis-

trict:- I respectfully announce my-

self as aenndidato for supervisor on
the Republican ticket ,fit the coming
election. 1 request nil voters of
Kawaihau district to give me their
supiort and if favored with the
nomination and election I promise
my best efforts in the interest of eff-

icient and satisfactory county gov
ernment.

Thanking all voters in advance
for their support, I nin,

Respectfully,
Fhkd Mkndks.

Kealia, February 20. (tf )

Have you tried the new
I LI MA

Lead Pencil?
It is made especially for busi-

nessmen and students.
High grade, with a lead that
has no grit, is of evun hard-
ness, in a straight-graine- d

wood that sharpens well.
No. 2 and No. 3

Per Doz...
Per gioss $7.50
Prompt attention tq your mail

order.

Hawaiian News Co., Ltd.

Bishop Street, Honolulu. i

Souvenirs
We neatly jac-- ami mail

Hawaiian SouveiiirH.

Hawaii & Soulh Seas Curio

Co.

HONOLULU.

GARDEN
TOOLS

The season is at hand when all

NATURE calls to us to "till the
soil," and in preparing the garden,
replanting flowers, 1 r taking care
of 1 lie lawn, ro ar prepared to
furnish all of the tools necessary,
such as hoes, rakes, spades, wced-er- s,

lawn mowers, trimmers, water-

ing pots, garden hose, etc., in :

complete vnrlctv of styles sir-- i

prices. Get the "Back to Nature''
habit and let us help you.

1

W. W. Dimond & Co. Li u.
"The Hoime of Houne ware"- -

":!-.- Kiiijf Street, 1 Iik1u1m.

Wm. Ellis, Jr. I

d &

1917 SUPER SIX .

7 PASSENGER HUDSON

For Rent at all Hours

Tourist tr.ide a specialty.

if IP

Tel. 33L

of little expenses; a small
leak will sink a great
ship," said Benjamin
Franklin. There's a vir-

tue in economy one can-

not learn unless he tries
it consistently.

Trv spending little less
than your income. "

.

Start a savings account
with a dollar; add your '

savings to it as they ac-

crue. These, with the
interest, will grow at a

rate to surprise ou.

Come and see us. or
Send your money to our
branch office nearest you.

j j Jt

Bishop & Company
Savings Department

HONOLULU

assesses

JEWELERS

everything in the
Silver and Gold Line,

Rich Cut Glass and
Art Goods.

Merchandise of the
Best Quality Only.

H.F.WICHMAN&CO.,LD.

Leading Jewelers.
P. O. Box 342 Honolulu

Koloa
Plantation

Store
Wholesale and Retail Groceries

Dry Goods of all Descriptions, j

General Plantation
Supplies

3

NawiliwiSi Garage
C. W. SPITZ, Prop.

NAWILIWILI, KAUAI TELEPHONE 494
Automobiles lo all Paris of Kauai,

all hours. Day and Kight

AUTOMOBILES AND LIGHT
MACHINERY REPAIRED

ACnNTa TOR

PIFRCF. ARROW, HUDSON, STUDKBAK OVKKLAND
AND FORI) CARS, FF.M.UAI. AND

REPUBLIC TRI CKS

Goodyear Tires and Tubes
The Eest in ilia Market, for the Money.

Agents for Inter Uand Steam Navigation Co., Ltd.
at Nawi'iittili, Kauai.

arJiiwi-i- ...'-sgs.-

Goodyear

NAWILIWILI GARAGE, Agents for Kauai.

Coprrigbt Hmt Icbutocr U

s

Silva's Toggery, Honolulu. J

74

Mt i

I
Honolulu, T. H.

Direct From Denmark
Br. Wolff & Arve's

Danish Liver Paste
Tins of two sizes, l-- 2s & l-'-

Delicious for Sandwiches. Ask your grocer
for the genuine.

GONSALVES & CO., LTD.
Queen Street,

DISTRIBUTERS
rmrm ""-'-- y lHMWTflinnMl TTf


