
The Mengs at Palmyra

Those who knew the Mengs when
they were here on Kauai, and who

know of their romantic
exile to the low-lyin- g mlnature Islands
of the Palmyra group, may be Interest
ed to learn somewhat of their arrival,
and of their initiatory send off there
as set forth in the Star Bulletin.

A Sixty Foot Liner
Thoy left Honolulu October 21, In

a 60 fcot power sampan, "five haoles
and five Japanese sailors," Col. Meng

Mrs. Meng and Ewin Benner being
booked to stay there, the others to
return on the sampan.

They Camp on Deck

The boat was so small that there
wus no regular cabin, they fixed up

an on deck, and spread down
som: mattresses, and as there was no

spare deck-roo- to walk about on,

they confined themselves most of the

tlm:to this restricted shelter.

Lo.it at Sea
Tuey should, in the ordinary run of

things, have reached Palmyra about
the 27th, but when on the following
day, seven days out, there was no sign
of hnd they began to be anxious, and
fear that thoy were lost, cr that the
Islands were sunk. And when at
length their fears seemed confirmed
beyond question, they set out for Tan-

ning's Island some distance to the
South. In the meantime, however,
they revised their nautical calculat-
ions and found that they had marie an
error, and by the revised calculations
they were only 17 miles a way from
the Palmyra group.

Coral Reef Stand Them Cff
When they got within a mile and a

half or so of the shore they found it
wasn't safe to come any closer, as
coral reefs came nearly to the surface
and threatened immediate disaster.
A Long Pull I no Romance

Accordingly they anchored, and
launched the motor boat which they
had taken down with them, but the
pesky thing, after the manner of mo-
tor boats, wouldn't go, couldn't start
the engine. So they had to lay to
with the oars, and pull that mile and
a half, a wearisome Job that nearly
took the romance out of Palmyra in
one go. Finally, Just at night fall,

they made the shore of Homo Island,
where they found quite a commodious
house, built years ago by Judge
Cooper.

They Eat of the "Fruit of the Land"
Water was their first difficulty,

and promised to be a scricus one,
until they found some large earthen
Jars filled from the roof, the water in
which was drinkable. They caught
some mullet in the lagoon, caught also
a number of tho giant coconut crabs
which abound there, made a fire of
drift wood, and in a short time had a
fine supper ready. These giant crabs
arc excellent eating, and are easily
cooked all you have to do Is throw
them into the fire, and pull them out
when they are roasted.

No Mosquitoes
Having no bedding it was still

aboard the sampan, they got through
the night without it. Fortunately
there are no mosquitoes there, and the
nights, so near the equator, are mild
enough.

Held up by Low Tide
Next morning the first problem was

to start up that motor boat. Af-

ter trying all kinds of experiments
they finally hit upon the plan of wind-

ing a long rope around the pulley, and
then taking a brisk lead off to get the
engine started, a novel method of
cranking up. Sure enough this did
the business. They finally got to
the sampan, and loaded up, but by

the time they got ashore tho tide had
gone down, and it was shallow water
full of Jagged coral heads at every
turn. They had to Jump overboard
and try to steer her through. But
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even so, with he falling tidu, she was
soon stuck fast, and there they had to
stay for hours waiting for the return-
ing tide. Meanwhile sharks of such
size as could navigate the shallow
water were swimming about in num-

bers, with bigger and more daring
ones in the deeper pools.

All day long, with exasperating ob
stinacy, that tide didn't come in, and
finally night overtook them, and they
had to abandon the boat with most of
the load, and they put In another
cheerless night at Headquarters.

Sunday No Day of Rest

The next day was Sunday, but there
was no Sunday nap, or Sunday School,
or Sunday service for them. It was
up and at It. They had learned the
ways of the tide in those Islands, and
knew that they Just had to make tho
most of the two or three hours of
high tide while It lasted. The motor
boat worked as faithfully as the rest
of them, and they got most of their

X
stuff ashore before the tide went
back on them.

Their Island Kingdom
Then they had time to look around

a little on their Island Kingdom. The
Home Island, which Is evidently the
largest, it took them 20 minutes to
go around. There are many islets
separated by shallow straits and lag-

oons at high water, but more or less
united at low water, so that you can
wade from one to another. The
highest point is only five feet above
high tide, and probably in a severe
storm this narrow margin Is very
much reduced. The coconuts are the
Fanning's Island variety and are said
to be uncommonly large and fine. The
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j coconut ci jbs are monsters over a
foot across, with delicious meat on
them, and lots of It. Coconut milk
largely takes tho place of water.

Sea Birds Galore
The Islands are pretty densely cov-

ered with a tropical growth of coco-
nuts, puhala, naupaka bird-nes- t fern,
etc., and abound In swarms of sea
birds, which are very tame, so much
so that they are fairly under foot
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The power sampan started back for

Honolulu Tuesday mornin.t leavlm
the three lone pioneers to their exl c

and their romance with some tnisgiv5
ings, but with all admiration for thnV
courage and their grit.
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SPAIN HAS 90 CENT GASOLINE

During September and October the
Ford Blast Furnaces, Detroit, Michi
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CUT GLASS
PYREX WAKE
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JAPANESE TRAYS
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gan, shipped to the Ford Assembling
Plant at Cadiz, Spain, 20,000 gallons
cf benzol. At present gasoline in
Spain la selling at 90 cents per gallon.
Benzol is being shipped there at a
maximum cost of 45 cents per gallon.
This not only means a 60 per cent
saving in cost, but also a large saving
In time and inconvenience In procuring
gasoline, as Spain Is experiencing an
unusual shortage of motor fuels.
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