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Tho first Christian Mission on Ka-un- l

was established by llev. Samuel
Whitney and his wifo over a hun-

dred years ago, In July, 1820. It was
natural that the most accessible side
of the island was chosen, the Wui-me- a

coast. Not until fourteen years
afterward was there sufficient

of the Sandwich Islands
Mission to carry Christianity and a

Christian home to the isolated cor-

ner of tho Hanalei Valley. In 1S31

the Waioli Mission was taken, as
the phrase of tho early reports has
it, by Hev. William P. Alexander and
his wife. In the summer of that year
according to the first station report
which still exists in mnnuscript, the
selection was made, Mr. Alexander
reporting to tho General Meeting 'of
the Mission in April, 1S35, as follows:
"After making a tour of Kauai ami
carefully inspecting the two unoccu-
pied posts in Puna and Haleleai
Waioli was chosen In preference to
Kapaa, because more people can con-

veniently assemble there to hear
preaching than at Kapaa, and be-

cause they are also the most desti-
tute, being the farthest removed from
the other stations; because of the
prospect that the population would
increase, not only by persons re-

moving thither from a distance to
be near the missionary, but also for
the purpose of commerce, which tha
good harbor of Manolau surrounded
by so fertile a country strongly in-

vites. On July 20th a spot was sel-

ected for a dwelling which was
ready for our reception August 22nd,
to which wag soon added a cooking
house, study, and house for natives."

The young missionary and his wife
were just returned from an eight
months' residence among the more
barbaric people of the Marquesas to
whom a deputation had been sent
from the Sandwich Islands Mission
In the vain hope of establishing a
new center of Christian civilization
in the Pacific. To the Alexanders,
with their infant boh, Waioli, seem-
ed a haven of peace, surrounded tho
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they wero by a people of whose lan-

guage they knew but little. Mrs. Al-

exander best describes their feelings
"We went from Waimea to Waioli

with Mr. Whitney in a double canoe,
sent us by old Kaikioewa. the gover-
nor. The ocean was calm, so that we
arrived at Waioli early next

We went directly to a new grass
thatched house built for us by tho
natives. It was a good sized house,
and wus by us partitioned into three
rooms by tha stalks of tho Uluhi
fern. We had very little furniture, a
settee of ironwood made by a carpen-

ter from tho United States of Am-

erica. We had no cooking stove but
did our cooking on stones out of
doors. Lumber was so scarce that we

had but ono room with a board floor:
the rest of the house was covered
with Lauhala mats. We lived three
years in this house. I never was hap-

pier than during these years. It was
delightful to live with my doors
and to have no fears of the people
around me. There was only one

white man nearby, until we had a

carpenter come to build us a house.
Mr. Alexander needed a house for a
study, so w had a small one erected
of which the roof was covered with
Lauhala, and the windows were made
of oiled paper, for glass was scarce.
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The natives came to tho houso con-

stantly for medicines. Doses of cas-

tor oil and other drugs were given
them in Joints of lmtnboo used as
vials.
"My huslnnd was told that the way

to luarti the language wus to teach
school. ITe therefore formed a school
of young men; and soon ho began
to preach sermons, which at first
were largely made up of quotations
from the IJible. A good old man,

one of Father Whitney's
church members, was employed to
correct the sermons. Meetings were
held in a large native house. The
natives sat on the ground on mats,
fheio wero ono or two rough settees
of their own make, on which the
leading men sat.'-- '

The First Church Building
Where this first Waioli church, the

private houso of some Hawaiian in-

terested in tho work i was located,
no one knows. Nor is tho site of the
first actual church edifice known, any
more than that of tho grass house
which served as the pastor's first
home. In April 1835, however, Mr.
Alexander could report that a sub-

stantial, Lauhala-thatche- meeting-
house had been erected. It was 90

feet by 40, some 5 feet wider and
15 feet longer than tho later church
in which we are now gathered. Tho
people of windward Kauat, like their
King, Kaumualil, who, It is reported,
would not let his Bible out of his
hand even while swimming, were
eager to have a white missionary.
They had gladly erected his primit-
ive dwelling within a month after
his first tour of inspection. But it is
marvelous to think of their achieve-
ment of so huge a meeting house be-

fore their new leader had been a
resident among them a year.

The new church easily accommo-
dated tho hundreds of eager

seated on the ground on mats.
It may possibly have been built
somewhere on the plain between Hana-
lei and Waioli rivers, a stretch of
land dotted with thatched huts of

hundreds of the 3000 Hawaiian in
Mr. Alexander's parish district. The
nearest indication we have is this
statement: "Davida, an excellent
member of the Waimea church, ac-

companied us, as a helper in build-

ing up a new station, and with him
came his train, in all 75. They have
built a city on tho Waioli plain
which they call "Bethlehem." Old

residents will still point out the site
of this holy city very near the Wai-

oli river, and "Kalenia" the Hawail- -

ans havo continued to call it almost
to this day .

Early Congregations
To quote further from this report

of 1S35:

"On October l!th. Brother Whitney
assisted in organizing a little church
at Waioli, consisting of ten mem
bers, five of whom ' were from the
church at Waimea, and five received
on examination who had been pro
pounded at Waimea. At which
the Lord's Supper was administered.
We have since had two communion
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seasons''
How eager and inspired must

have been this young missionary
fii.m Kentucky, whom nothing but
a glowing faith could have curried
forward on his difficult path. Not
content with a church alone, he

tv:.--.-- VVfe wkfc

Mrs, Mary Ann McKlnney Alexander
Rev. William Patterson Alexander

morn-
ing.

open

listen-
ers

time

TIIE GARDEN ISLAND, TUESDAY. NOVEMBER 20, 1921.

WAIOLI CHURCH

adds that most of the timbers were come today to its hundreds of care

ready for a school house as well,

His people were learning to read,

and eagerly sought copies of tho
"Kumu Hawaii," then in its first
year, one of the first Hawaiian
newspapers, directed and printed by

the mission in Honolulu. "Seven hun-

dred now take it In my parish," he
adds, "and it is pleasant to see the
mountains iluminated by night, by

those who encamp there for the
purpose of preparing Pia, or arrow-
root, to purchase a copy." And fur-

ther, "Since the meeting house was
erected, the congregation Sabbath
forenoons has usually amounted to
S00 to 1000 afternoons about 600

Wednesday afternoons about 400 at
tend. Since the first of March we

have had daylight prayer meetings,
usually attended by 300 or 400. The
monthly concert of prayer for the
conversion of tho world has also
been regularly observed." Surely no
finer idealism could be than this!
A primitive race till recently isolated
in the center of the Pacific, now
reaching in thought beyond its own
particular valley, beyond Its own Is
land, beyond its own great ocean
even, to pray every month for what?
For nothing short of the salvation
of the entire world!
The First Frame House' ,

During 183G, the young pastor and
his wife both of whom labored
in schools and church meetings
week-day- s and Sundays, became con
vinced that attention should be concen
trated on schools for children, in-

stead of for adults as had at first
been the policy of the Sandwich Is-

lands Mission. Of these earlier
schools for adults, Mr. Alexander
writes, "The schools taught by the
old set of teachers still exist, but
most of them have so run down as
f.o meet their teachers only on the
Sabbath. I have held three public
examinations during the year. At the
last I counted 1232 who could read,
and 257 who could write." At Gener-
al Meeting in 1837, $100 was granted
for a native teacher, and hopes were
entertained for an additional mis-

sionary schoolmaster the following
year. Furthermore, Mr. Alexander
was authorized to build a more perma
nent dwelling for his family, though
it was anticipated that the cost of
workmen would be high. Heavy rains
had rendered the thatched house
dangerous to the mission family,
which now counted three small sons.
The house started in 183G was the
frame house which has just been
restored. Few details of its construc-
tion are extant, the station reports
being more properly concerned with
the religious welfare of the people.
It is said that Mr. Alexander "laid
up the chimney with his own hand,"
and was not a little proud of the job
when he visited the old home many
years afterward. And proud he might
still be to see not only the chimney
but most of the hand-hew- timbers
and even the general framework of
the main portion of the house en-

during unmoved the test of its 85th
year. This historic house, somewhat
smaller than it now stands with
subsequent additions, was a com-

fortable home for the Alexander
family for six years. Originally it
may have been thatched, but either
in the beginning or not long after-
ward, it was roofed with what would
have been prohibitive material to-

day, large zinc plates. Mr. Alexan-
der, who, with his seriousness com-

bined a happy appreciation of the
incongruous, always referred to the
new house as his "zinc palace." The
great kukui trees before the door, a
constant joy to the children, wero
large 80 years ago.
New Teachers

Fulfillment of hopes cheered the
little Waioli center of civilization the
following year when the Sandwich
Islands Mission was augmented by 32

new missionaries, the largest rein
forcement ever sent by the American
board to any of its stations, and the
largest company of white passen
gers ever landed at Honolulu up to
that time. Great was the rejoicing
at General Meeting in Honolulu, far
greater and far deeper, I am sure,
than the satisfaction of any modern
tourist bureau as it shrieks its wel

fully enticed and painfully advertised

fcuests of the moment. Young Sereno
Bishop, then a serious lad of ten,

carried with him all his long life a
vivid recollection of the arrival of
tho famous ship "Mary Frazier." In
1887, 50 years later, he says: "I have
now seen several n

of tho powerful reinforcement of
1837. I remember some of the facos
of their grandmothers and

as strangely blooming
and youthful. For I had never before
seen a fresh, young white woman's
face.'', From this inspiring group two
teachers, Mr. and Mrs. Edward John-
son, were allotted to the Waioli
station, the isolation of which is giv
en in a brief statement by another
of that great company, Mrs. Lucia
G. Lyons of Waimea, Hawaii. At the
60th anniversary, in 1887, she writes,
Brother Johnson went to Kauai,

which in those days seemed often
further from us in many respects
than the .eastern states do now. And
I have not seen Sister Johnson but
once since they sailed for Kauai GO

years ago." Or again an item in Mr.
Johnson's report for 1839: "During
the year our only child was severely
111; and we were grateful Indeed that
a physician could be called from Ko- -

loa in the short space of 22 hours,
rather than by a sail to another is-

land on a voyage of perhaps as many
days." The great antidote for that
isolation was the .General Meeting
in Honolulu which not only com-

memorated the founding of the mis
sion in April 1820, and acted as an
essential part of the religious work,
but also served as a landmark in the
lives of mission families at distant
stations. Yet to the overburdened
mothers not by any means even an
annual landmark. One of the Waioli
mothers, who dreaded sea voyages,
writes to Sister M. In Honolulu: "I
doubt much whether I shall get to
tho General Meeting this year. It
will be only for the sake of the
children if I go. I am sending you a
little pail of butter by this oppor
tunity and would add also a sack
of citrons and oranges, were It not
that I am unable to gather them In

time for the messenger who even
now waits at my door." And Sister
M., with her thanks, sends a piece
of the new printed cambric which
is being displayed at the mission de-

pository in the metropolis.
Notes from a Waioli Dairy

Fortunately, too, it was an almost
universal custom to write journals,
which, as well as letters; have in
some instances been preserved. The
diary of "Sister" Johnson, the bride
who came to Waioli in 1837, yields
much of interest. She writes: "Mon-

day, June 5th, 1837, we took leave
of the dear friends at Honolulu and
embarked on a Bmall vessel for Ka
uai in company with Brethren Alex-

ander and Whitney. After a sail of
about 40 hours, during which time
we were extremely seasick together
with the inconvenience of being
crowded into a small vessel already
filled with natives, we arrived safe-
ly at Waioli, the place of our destin-
ation, and were welcomed by multi-
tudes of natives on the shore, anx-

ious to see their new teachers. Glad
was I after being tossed about for
six months to set my foot upon the
spot which is to be the field of our
labors, and a delightful spot, too,

in prospect; here perpetual spring
smiles and the luxuriant soil spon
taneously yields her increase. BrO'

ther Whitney and wife spent the day
with us and at night went on board
to pursue their way, expecting to
reach home on the morrow. We are
at present to remain with Brother
Alexander, our grass house (which
the natives, encouraged to expect
a new teacher., already had under
way) not being ready.

"June 18th. Today made a feeble
attempt to commence teaching. Sis
ter Alexander and myself concluded
to take the girls, of which there are
over 60 under our care, and devote
as much time to them as can bo
spared from our families.

"Monday evening, July 12th. This
day we entered upon the new and
untried business of housekeeping.
After a day ot fatigue in arranging

our little all, husband and myself
sal down to a cup of tea in our own
house. Truly we have repson for
great gratitude, for the Lord has
been very merciful to us. he has
not only brought us safely across tho
great waters, but has preserved us
till this present moment and provid
ed for us a quiet, comfortable home
where wo may dwell in safety even
among people whose minds are dark-
ened by sin. Tonight we have been
permitted to rear our own family al-tn- r

and to dedicate ourselves anew,
together with our new habitation, to
the Lord.

"July 3l8t. It Is three weeks to-

night since we commenced house-
keeping and I find my mind complete-
ly occupied In the cares of my fam-
ily together with my school. But
this Is pleasant to me and my health
Is good. It I may be useful, it is all
1 wish. The last week has been one
of great excitement. Six vessels
have boen in our harbor, bringing
much news from our beloved fellow
laborers at Honolulu, by which wo
have been refreshed.

"Tuesday, August 21st. This has
been a day of great bustle and fa-

tigue. Mr. Dlell and family have left
to return to their home after hav-

ing made us a pleasant visit, and
Sister Whitney has come around to
spend a few days. This is unusual
at our retired station where we sel-

dom see any of our friends.
"Monday. Examination of schools

today. Just at dark I set sail in a
double canoe with husband and Sis-

ter Whitney for her station at Wai-

mea, expecting to be on the water
all night. It was Indeed a most beau-

tiful night, calm and serene. The
broad canopy of heaven was our
curtain and as I lay gazing at its
arched vault of deep blue, bespangled
with a thousand starry gems, my
thoughts rose to that being of infi-

nite wisdom and power who spread
out the heavens and decked them
with all their glory and by whose
protecting power we wander amidst
dangers seen and unseen.

"Tuesday morn landed In safety.
Just after daybreak on the shore of
Waimea met Brother Whitney on the
beach ready to welcome his beloved
companion and us to his home. Feel
much fatigued and find that I have
taken cold. Waimea is altogether un-

like Waioli. It is hot and dry, with
scarce a green thing to be seen. It
is elevated and commands an ex-

tensive view of the ocean.

First Missionaries at Napati
"Monday. Sept. 4th. In the morn

attended Hoiki of Brother Whitney's
schools. See abundant evidence that
his labors have not been in vain. At
2 p. m. set sail for our own station af-

ter having spent a week pleasantly
and I trust not unprofitably, with
Brother Whitney. The sea was rough
and I became a little frightened un-

til the sail was taken down. A little
past 9 o'clock In the eve. we put In
at a place called Nualolo, a sort of
an oven In the Pali where boats can
run in safely for the night. Here we
found another boat put in for the
night. The natives kindled a fire on
the beach and sat down merrily to
tnelr filih an(1 poi, We made our re- -

paBt of BUcn, a8 wo na(i ana retired
t0 our i,e(j( i,ut not t0 nluch sleep.
Our bed was on the boat which was
drawn just on to the edge of the shore,
but the roaring and dashing of the
waves was so loud that our sleep
was not very quiet. Before daybreak
the other company started on their
way, and as soon as day began to
dawn In the east we put our little
boat to sea. About 6 in the morn, we

landed at Kalalau where we found
Brother Alexander waiting to meet
us. We were the first missionaries
who have ever landed there. Brother
Alexander and husband took a walk
back among the Inhabitants, leaving

me on the beach to prepare break

fast as well as I could from the food

which we had brought along with us.

The shore where we landed is over-

hung by an immense ledge of rock
affording a shady resting place un-

derneath its own overhanging sum-

mit for two or three hundred feet.
Here we kindled a fire and caught

some water from the mountain -

stream of which we made us a tine
cup ot coffee. By this tima hus- -
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hand and Brother Alexander return-
ed. We spread our food on the ground
and seated ourselves around it, and,
after giving thanks to the bestower
of every blessing, enjoyed our break-
fast exceedingly, not less perhaps for
the novelty of the scene. In the
meanwhile, the people assembled,
being marched onto the ground in
regular order by one who seemed to
act as captain and apparently felt
ns much pleasure and pride as a
general would In marching his regi-
ment on to the field. Brother Alex-

ander proceeded to examine them
and preach to them. We then took
our leave and put out to Bea, having
succeeded much better In getting
through the surf than we anticipated.
The sea was rough and every few
moments a wave would break over
us, drenching us with salt water.
But after rowing hard all day

winds and waves we succeed-
ed in reaching our home in safety,
and thankful was I, for I was much
fatigued and my face was burned
almost to a blister. The Pali baffles
all my powers of description. It in-

deed surpasses all that I have seen
in sublimity. It extends along the
shore ot the ocean for many miles
and it almost seems as you sail
along as if its towering peaks which
seem to reach to heaven, sometimes
appearing In broken, ragged moun-
tains, sometimes shooting up in the
form of a sugar loaf, would lose
their balance and overwhelm you be-

neath their ruins In the mighty deep.
Work Resumed,

"Monday, Sept. 18th. Today hus-

band and I have again commenced
our labor ot teaching.

"December 30th. A precious little
daughter was this day committed to
our trust. O, that I had a heart to
praise the Lord for his goodness!

"February 21st. We hear Joyful
news (of the religious revival) from
Waimea, on this Island. We think
we see some spirit of inquiry among
the people here. We trust the Lord
is waiting to pour a blessing over
us.

"February 22nd. The rainy season
has commenced and we have heavy
falls of rain, accompanied with thun-
der and lightning. The cascades
which now flow down the mountains
appear like a sheet of foam and the
noise may be heard many miles.

"Monday, July 9th, 1838. This
morn, husband left tor Honolulu in
company with Brother Dimond who
spent a few days with us. How lone-

ly and desolate all looks. O that I
may be willing to devote myself en-

tirely to the servico of the Lord in
behalf of the children and people
with whom I dwell.''
School for Brides-Her-

the Journel closes abruptly,
tantalizing In consideration of what
further details might have been giv-

en us of the early days of that little
mission. In a letter ot this year,
1838, to "Sister" Castle in Honolulu,
Mrs. Johnson writes: "Tell Sister
Cooke (all three of the sisters men-
tioned had come out together in
the "Mary Frazier") that I begin to
think that my school is quite popu-
lar, for it seems to be the place for
all the white men of Koloa to come
for wives. Three brides have already
gone to Koloa. And a fourth bride-
groom made an effort.-- , but did not
succeed."

Items from Mr. Alexander's sta-

tion report ot 1838 are ot much in-

terest: "Provision," he writes, "ought
to be made for a more permanent
dwelling for Brother and Sister
Johnson, affording a better defense
against the frequent and heavy
rains.

"I have been enabled to devote
much more time than heretofore to
the appropriate work ot a pastor, be-

ing relieved from the charge ot the
schools and the sale ot books by my

associate.
"I have never before witnessed
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among the people so earnest an at-

tention to the means of grace and
so deep concern tor the salvation
of the soul. I have no doubt that
many have been born of the spirit.
Thirty-eigh- t have been admitted to

the communion and fellowship of

the church since our last general
meeting."

....(Continued Next Week)


