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THE BATH TUB CASE

(Continued from rage Throe)
the boys' homes. That's what'll make
them pick up faster than anything
else."

I gave a final squeeze to his hand
and walked hastily toward the door.
As I reached it, I turned back, care-
fully avoiding the terrible bath tub.
He was still lying face down, and
his head had again dropped on the
pillow, upon which his chin rested.
He attempted to wave his dead ci-

garette to nie in token of farewell,
but only succeeded in twitching It
slightly in his emaciated fingers.

"Take me back by the shortest
route," I told the doctor. "I want to
catch the train for Washington."

And so I left Mackall lying upon

his face, but soon to be placed in

that unspeakable bath tub from
which he would be lifted the next
morning, to spend the day lying on

his face again. And so on in the end-

less circle, while you and 1 and oth-

ers enjoy health and strength and
freedom from pain.

So this was the famous bath tub
case. But how little the words mean
to one who has not seen it, and
perceived the spirit of theman who
in constant agony, gave his thoughts
and efforts to help his helpless bud-

dies.
Two Phrases to be Remembered
The American people are a ver-

satile and volatile nation, with mili-

tary leaders at times who have
shown an aptitude for phrase tnak-in- g

which has immortalized their
names. Two of these already stand
out, one justly famous, the other
awaiting judgment of history.

The first is a as one
great general once Raid, speaking of
war and its effects: "War is Hell."

To this celebrated enrichment of
our language may now be added a
more recent commentary on war.
Not uttered in the heat of battle it
Is true, but nevertheless illuminat-
ing in the light it throws upon

war's aftermath, although penned in

the seclusion of the studio.
While this second golden phrase

came from the pen of a general of

lesser accomplishments, its author
nevertheless, because of the high
position he holds, now looms great-

er upon the horizon of America's
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disabled war heroes, than his more
illustrious, if less Important brother
In arms. I refer to Brigadier General
Sawyer, recently of Marlon, Ohio,
but now personal physician to Pres-
ident Harding and advisor to the
chief executive in matters concern-
ing disabled soldier?.

General Sawyer Accused
Recently the general was accused

by the American Legion of obstruct-
ing the Veterans' Bureau hospital
building program for the disabled
I almost said the disabled hospital
building program. In explaining his
attitude and attempting to justify
it, the general commented upon
what he considered the change of
sentiment in the American people
towards Its soldiers now suffering
in government and contract hospit-
als. He told how eighteen months
ago, people who wished to do some-
thing for the disabled crowded his
office, but that now the situation had
changed.

Then the general dictated his
famous phrase: "Few are there, in-

deed, who have particular concern,"
he replied to A. A. Spraguo of the
Legion, who had accused him of de-

laying the much needed hospital
program.

Perhaps it is true. It may be that
the general, as an astute interpreter
of public opinion, lias diagnosed his
own case and that of tho public
correctly, and that outside of vet-
eran organizations and their auxili-
aries, the people are indifferent or
at least apathetic toward the fate
of the men whom they cheered and
wept over three short years ago.

We reporters know that the pub-

lic is fickle, changeable. It demands
to be entertained above all elue and
must be intensely interested before
it will throw Itself wholeheartedly
into a project.

War Still on for Thousands
But the writer does not believe that I

rr

see

the Amcilcan people have forgotten,
nor does he believe that the newly-coine- d

phrase, "Few are there, in-

deed, who have particular concern,"
is a correct diagnosis of the Ameri-
can conscience, and he knows It
cannot be, so long as there are men
like Mackall, suffering In makeshift
hospitals, who In their own i'orget-fulnes- s

of self, recall to those who
did not enter the war that the war
still continues today for thousands
of America's broken young manhood.

Mackall died a short time after
I talked to him, and I imagine that
my Interview was the last he ever
gave. His funeral was quite an event.
President and Mrs. Harding sent
flowers, the body lay In state for
24 hours, and hundreds of Legion-
naires and other veterans turned out
to do him honor. A firing squad
fired three rounds over his grave,
and a bugler sounded taps, "good-
night to the brave."

But Mackall's soul goes marchinij
on. And his buddies will take ui)
the torch which he left fall and will
continue to prove the falsity of the
newly-coine- d phrase, "Few are there,
Indeed, who have particular con
cern."

.

The intimation of the United
States government that a payment
of the French war loans would be
appreciated has caused a decided
tightening of the purse strings of
free spending Parisians, according
to a report at the national head
quarters of the American Legion
The gaiety and free spending of the
common people that has always mark
ed Bastile Day, were not In evidence
this year on July 14. Pleasure re-

sorts of every sort, as well as wine
shops and restaurants, have experi-
enced a decided falling off in pat-

ronage during the last few months,
according to the report.
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