
Prohibition in Relation
to Welfare Work

By GEO. H. DeKAV

Following is the address of Dr.
DeKay before the Social Service
Association, at Llhue, October 7th,
1922:

Tho study of the relation of drink
to all our social Order furnishes a
wealth of statistics to help the wel-

fare worker who wishes to know
what that relation is to the pe-

culiar problems he is called upon to
face In his own line of work.

The welfare worker has to deal
with the poor, the underdeveloped,
the under-nourishe- the ignorant.
He Is familiar with poverty and
want. He meets with the truant of-

ficer 16 consider the children who
are not in school, and his duty leads
him frequently to the juvenile court
with the care and responsibility of
some boy or girl who has gone
wrong.

And, so not only in the city but
out in the rural districts, crime
and poverty and sickness and Juve-

nile delinquency become familiar
problems to him. And it does not
take him long to discover that
drink plays a large part in them
all.

And so It is not surprising to find
welfare workers as a rule strong
opponents of the saloon and ad-

vocates prohibition.
we had prohibition It drunkenness decreased 62.6

common to hear temperance speak-
ers declare that liquor was respon-
sible in certain percentages for cer-

tain social conditions which were
unsatisfactory.

Tears ago there was formed the
Committee of Fifty composed of the
leading professional and scientific
men of America who made a care-
ful study of the relation of alco-

hol to all our social life. After 12
years they have published their
findings, and their report may be
found in any well furnished library.

Their report on alcohol and crime
may be summed up in their state-
ment that "our statistics (in the
U. S.) point to the conclusion that
intemperance is one of the most
prolific sources of the criminal con-

dition.
Out of twelve thousand cases con-

sidered they found the average of
over one-thir- d caused by drink.

In their study of poverty and
pauperism made In many large
cities they reached - the average of
37 per cent due to drink. It varied
much in the different cities but
that was the average. Pauperism
ran very much the same.

Hand in hand went the house of
prostitution gambling .And here
again drink was found to be one
of the chief causes of immorality.
Police Commissioner Bingham of
New York once said: "The immor--

allty of women and the brutishness
of men have to be persuaded, coax-

ed and stimulated constantly in or-

der to keep the social evil constantly
In nrrler tn kppn the Hnclfil evil in
Its present state of business pros-

perity."
And a doctor, writing In. the Sci-

entific Temperance Journal, said "It
Is Impossible to lead any women

without the use of liquors."
Jane Addams quotes a careful

scientist as saying "alcohol la the
indiBpenslble vehicle of business of

the white slave traders. Without it
this trade could not long continue."

But we are not obliged to study
now the conclusions which were so

useful, so well used by all the
temperance workers before the pas-

sage of the 18th Amendment. They
were the ammunition with which
we bombarded the fortress of doubt
and ignorance and public indifference
in the days gone by and right good

use was made of them. It was when
we went before hard-heade- d busi-

ness men and showed them how

their taxes were Increased and their
ledger balances put on the wrong
side of the sheet that we made our
gratest strides in the progress of

the great reform.
How correctly these statistics weie

may be seen in some of the facts
now being made public after three
years of prohibition.

And we want to keep in mind
that as yet we have but three years
of prohibition to put over against
centuries of drinking. The liquor ad
vocates are diligently crying the
failure of prohibition, and doing all
they can, many of them, to make
it fall. They are shouting from every
housetop the wlde-Bprea- d violation

f ot the law. while fostering that
violation in every possible way.

They are constantly and consistently
hiuderlng the enforcement of the
law and seeking to make it appear
as a ridiculous and unpopular thing.
And yet in spite of all they can
do there Is a steady growth of con-

fidence in the public mind that
we have at last found the only
sensible way to deal with the source
of so much of our social troubles.

Miss Cora Frances Stoddard, se-

cretary, of the Scientific Temperance
Society, has made a careful study

of statistics covering the last ten
years in Massachusetts. We have
in her report heretofore the com-
parisons of eight years previous to
prohibition with only two and one-ha- lf

years since, (for the report
covered 1912-21-

This report ought to be in the
Lands of every welfare worker.

While the facts given are only
for Massachusetts they may be truly
uald to be typical.

During the years 1M8-1- 9 there
was a decerease easily explained by
the absence of many thousand men
In the army and the stricter regula-
tions against drink at that time but
comparing the seven wet years pre-

vious to 1918 with the two years
1920 and 1921 we find a decrease
of arrests for drunkenness amount-
ing to fifty-fiv- e per cent.

With this we may take the re-

cent statement of Judge Oemmill of
Chicago, who tells us that his study
of conditions shows that In every
large city in the United States
there has been a marked decrease
in arrests for crime, especially for
drunkenness. And he tells us that
twenty per cent of the jails In the
United States are empty. In thir-
teen widely separated cities it was
lound that the average of arrests

Before was for had

and

and

per cent in the first year after pro-

hibition, and for ail other causes
39.7 per cent. Perhaps San Fran-
cisco furnishes one ot the most re-

markable showings in that first
year of nerly 90 per cent decrease
in arrests for drunkenness.

We still have much crime, but
as Judge Gemmlll well says, "four
fifths of It cmlnates from the sa-

loons which still run In violation
ot the law, and from illicit sale of
liquor."

During these same years when
drunkenness was so decreased In
the United States it increased al-

most the same ratio In England.
Because drunkenness among wo-

men has perhaps a' more direct
bearing than among men upon the
problems of child welfare you may
be interested in the statistics con-
cerning the number of women sen-

tenced to the Deer Island house of
correction.

A report made three and a half
months before prohibition went Into
effect showed a serious increase in
the number of women inmates and
an overcrowded condition. But ten
months after "there were almost
us many matrons as there were fe-

male inmates." The arrests annual-
ly for seven years had been an
average of 972, while in 1921 they
were 168.

This naturally leads us to con-

sider the results which prohibition
years may show concerning juve
nile delinquency and child welfare
generally.

The association against the pro
hibltion amendment published the
statement in May last in Chicago
that under prohibition juvenile de
linquency had increased 32 per cent
during 1921.

But Judge Arnold of the juvenile
court of Chicago joins Judge Gem- -

mill in declaring this to be a de
liberately false statement.

He gives the figures for several
years and says that there were less
cases in court in 1921 than any
years since 1913. In Boston also
the number ot wayward and delln
quent children was less than any
year since 1912.

The Boston Family Welfare So
ciety (formerly the Associated Char
ities) reported for 1915-1- 6 drink as
a factor in 26 per cent of the cases
brought to their attention, while
in several months 1921 drink was
a factor in only 2.5 per cent of
their cases.

For 1916 the Massachusetts SPCC
reported a study of 144 families
from which 167 children had been
removed while in 1921 there had
been but 16, a decrease of 90 per
cent. And the Cambridge Family
Welfare Association reports drink a
factor in 24 per cent of their cases
for 1915 and in only ONE per cent
in 1921.

The Pennsylvania S. P. C. C. re
ported tor the years 1900, 1907, 1909

respectively 455, 486 and 428 cases
with which they dealt as caused
by drink, and in 1920, the first
year after prohibition, 100 cases. I

cannot give you any statistics along
this line for Hawaii, but I feel cer
tain that any careful study, if such
has been or shall be, will show
equally good results.

If we turn to public health, and
the welfare worker has much to
do with this phase of social work
we find a marked decrease in gen
eral mortality In all such diseases
as have generally been admitted
to be largely the result of drink

Except for the year 1918, when
Influenza raged, the death rate tor
Massachusetts was the lowest for
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1921 on record. And the most strik-
ing feature of all was the diminish-
ed death rate among children un-
der five years of age.

In Massachusetts alone the mon-
ey sent home to other lands by the
foreign born population had never
exceeded ten million dollars annu-
ally, but in 1919 they sent $17,000,-000- ,

in 1920 nearly $24,000,000, and
In 1921 they Bent $15,000.000.. This
In addition to millions spent In buy
ing war bonds, etc. 1921 was a
period of great unemployment and
business depression, yet the amount
was still 50 per cent more than any
year previous.

It Is therefore not all attributable
to the high wages and prosperity
of the war time years.'

They were saving money which in
large amounts formerly sent into
the tills of the saloon.

In this connection It Is of local
interest to know the figures given
us in May 1922, by George P.
Cooke, secretary of the Hawaiian
Homes Commission. He says that
in 1911 there were only 2,500 Ha-

waiian and part Hawaiian deposit
ors in all the savings banks of the
territory with a total of $250,(00
deposits, while in May 1922, there
were 13,082 depositors with a total
of $1,195,288.26.

Every banking center in the Unit
ed States will show a marked in
crease in savings deposits during
the three years which followed since
prohibition went into effect.

In every direction in which we
turn to observe the effects of p.
hibltion upon the problems of pev
rty and pauperism we find the

same report, viz.: a great decrease
in the number of applicants for
help. One of the best testimonials
of all comes from the Salvation
Army which reports most of Its In
dustrial homes closed for lack of
men and women needing the help
they formerly gave.

Here In Hawaii I have very few
statistics which I can bring as to
results along these lines, except
what I gave as to savings of

"Boozers day" with the S. A. has
disappeared. Com. Evangeline Booth
said in September 1921, "Year by
year we have celebrated Thanksgiv-
ing holiday from 6 in tho morning
collecting drunks from the park
benches, feeding them, sobering
them u.). and saving them with last-
ing rebultf. But last year they were
not tu'.re, an.: so to r;a''e the day
to the poorest In the city "

And Major Eluderwood, head of the
Eastern Social Welfare Dept., of
the Salvation Army, makes, this
statement: "Before prohibition we
had about 1000 men constantly in
our institutions in and about New
York devoted to the care of alcohol
ic cases, or of persons out of em
ployment because of drinking. To
day these institutions are almost
vacant, the only Inmates being aged
men whom we dislike to cast adrift
and who are too old to make a liv-

ing In the competitive fields."
Taking the report of the territor

ial board of health for the years
ending June 30th, 1919-20-2- we
find the number of patltnts admit
ted to Oahu insane asylum suffer
ing from alcoholism or effects of
alcohol to be 25 in 1921 as against'
11 in 1918.

In the sanitarium we find one
for each of the years 191S, 1919,

four for 1920 and 12 tor 1921.

This does not mean deaths but
cases treated.

Bad as this seems in comparison
however, it is by no means as bad
as has been reported ot Hawaii.
Twelve cases of alcoholism in a
year among the population ot the
size of the territory is not enough
to justify the statement which a
traveling tobacco salesman recent-
ly made concerning Hawaii to the
press of Sydney, Australia.

Governor Farrlngton received a
cable a few weeks ago saying that
Sydney merchants reported it to be
no uncommon thing to have tour
death daily in Honolulu from drink,
and asked as to the truth of the
statement. The Governor promptly
cabled the reply that it was false,
I have since received a letter from
the superintendent of the Temper-ace- n

Alliance giving me the name
of the man who made this state
ment. The total deaths reported
from alcoholism for 1921 were 17,

which is the same as tor 1917. Dr.
Trotter tells me he expects that
the report for 1922 when published
will show an improvement.

The fight tor a sober nation free
from all the filth and economic bur-

den 6f the saloon is not over yet.
We have captured the trenches,

and now we must clean-up- . But a

law which in spite ot organized op-

position, open defiance and sneak-

ing violation has succeeded in less
than three years in reducing drink
ing (according to statements made
by the wets themselves) 75 per

cent certainly has not proven a

failure. There Is much violation of

the law, but that is nothing new.

The liquor Interests ' have always

been lawless. As Judge Thomas ot

California, says, "they never obeyed
any law directed against their bus-

iness except in so far as they had
to obey to keep out of the peniten-
tiary."

There It let Illegal tale of li-

quor today than when we had

I heard Mayor Rose of Milwau-
kee tell an Oregon audience of the
awful amount of blind-plggtn- in
prohibition Maine. But when he was
Mayor ot Milwaukee with all its
licensed saloons there were more
blind pigs in Milwaukee alone than
in the whole state of Maine.

When San Francisco had 2000
licensed saloons the Royal Arch
published the statement that there
were 1400 blind pigs; and in six-

teen Massachusetts cities in 1910
it was known there was 40 per
cent as many. Illegal as legal places
of sale, and there was two and one-thir- d

times as much of it done in
licensed towns as was done in no- -

license towns.
The liquor interests are making

a lot of noise. Don t forget that it
is the old brewery and distillery
crowd, the crowd that made money
out of it, the crowd that has on
record in Congress the most damn
ing indictment against it ever put
on record, and the crowd which
backed financially and morally the
German alliance, that crowd which
is making the noise and magnifying
the violations of law which they

What can welfare workers of
do to foster respect for and

obedience to the law?
First of all do just that thing

FOSTER AND ENCOURAGE IT.
If there's a single welfare worker

In the territory who opposes phohl-bltlo- n

and makes light ot the law,
that one Is poisoning the cup of
healing which he is supposed to be
offering for the help of his needy
cases.

Acquaint yourselves with the facts
and you will soon' learn what down-

right treason is being preached in

some of the press. One of the edi-

tors of the Independent (July 8,'22)

almost operly preached the vicious
doctrine that any citizen has the
right to "contcmptously ignore" a

law which he does not approve.
Back up the Anti Saloon League

In its fight today for law enforce'
ment. Put into our hands the funds
which - will enable us to buy or
print and distribute by the thou
sands the tacts regarding the re
sults ot prohibition.

We have a budget now ot less

Six

Six

Six
Six

Six
Six
Six

Big 8lx
Big Six
Big Six
Big 8lx

than for necessary
and we quite meet

It. We have at least
year.

YOU HAVE

Just Your
Standing to

526

A score of Honolulu folks disproved this
year tbe fallacy that the car is a cold
climate winter luxury. They have bought
Studebaker Coupes and Sedans in mid Rum-

mer as well as spring; fall and winter. Why?

CASH PRICES HONOLULU

Light Touring $1290
Light Roadtter $1290
Light Sedan $1925
Light - $1580

8pclal $1635
Special CI. Roadtter $1605

Special $2340

Special Six Sedan $2520

$2060

Coupe $2800

Sedan $3015

Speedier $2220

$5000 actual ex-

penses cannot
should $6000

a

211--

CAN

Qlvt
Order

PHONE

closed

I hope Kauai Is going to give us
help In making it pos-

sible to carry out a far reaching
campaign in schools and camps.

PEACOCK LEI
,., Vv.Vv.i...- - -'.

?

Beautiful Hand Made Leis
New Hoods Just Arrived

Ichinose Dry Goods Store
Telephone

substantial

American Maid
or Cream Bread

(Made with Fleltchmann't Feast)

Sent to You by Parcels Pott
LOYE'S BISCUIT & BREAD CO

Honolulu

3

YUEN KEE CAFE kapaa, kauai

GENUINE CHOP SUI on by Phone

Piei - Cakes & Confectionery - Catering

'Cry Our Ice Cream

Koloa

P.O.BOX

The Studebaker Coupe Sedan is the
best type of car for the
man or woman who wants riding comfort
combined with coolneHs and cleanliness. And
the rule holds good whether you live in Li-hu-

Kauai, or New York City.

Have you tooted tht nu low price recently announced ?

Coupe

Touring

Coupt

Touring

Order

all-yea- r

Phone 291 for a

42

or

Distributors for Hawaii

S. ICHINOSE, Kauai Agent, Koloa
Demonstration
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