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J,t,j 4 This day was t he; fourth, and was
ushered in with hearty cheers. Traveling
improved greatly, and having reached the
summit of the spur, we had a distinct view
of the volcano, presenting an immense pit,
vomiting out steam and smoke. A short
distance farther we came to beds of delicious
strawberries, and bushes ofgiant raspberries,
from which we made a hearty meal. We
m doubt shall be accused of telling a trav-
eler's bounce, when we flute that some of
the latter were live inches in circumference,
but such was the ease, proved by measure-
ment, as all who eat of them can testily.
They were very juicy, but had a slightly bit-

ter, indigent flavor, which no doubt might
bo much improved by cultivation. The
country was open, with a gentle declivity
toward the crater, until within five miles of
it, when wo entered a dense forest of very
large timber, covered with arborescent ferns.
Kithcr a whirlwind or raithquakc had oc-

curred recently, lor the ground was strewed
with overturned trees, some of which were
four to five feet in diameter. All were torn
up by their roots. Kmerging from the for-

est, we skirted the woods in an easterly di-

rection for a mile or so, and then struck oil'
at a right angle for a lew rods, when we
came upon th'j brink of an old crater of great
size. Twenty fee: descent carried us in-

to its basin, where we crossed two great
rents in the earth, of which no termination
could 1)0 seen. Their sides were covered
with feiTH, a:i 1 they were live feet in width.
An eighth of a mile off there was another
(U'elivitv, which f irtned the outer edge of l,ua
Pele. Descending this, a short run brought
us breathless to the brink of the volcano.
We were prepared to feel disappointment at
first sight, but 1 must confess that this view
came far beneath our expectations. "Can
this be the mighty crater of which we have
read and heard s much. There must be
some mistake." And wo inquired of our
guide again and again if there was no other.
Where were the llamcs, the boiling thai-dron- s,

the fiery loam, the booming waves,
the bubbling lava, the deep, unearthly bel-lowin- gs,

the awful and sublime; where were
they? Our eyes rested upon a mere mass of
smouldering ruins. As we gazed its im-

mensity grew upon us. More and more wo
realized its great size, its vast depth, and
the grandeur of the whole, by aualizing its
parts. It looked like tho ruins of some
mighty conflagration, from which the smoke
and flamo still rose, and at any moment lia-

ble to break out again, fiercer than before.
At the farther extremity, a bright light show-
ed itself, like tho flickering flame of half ex-
tinguished embers, and all was silent except
the occasional hissing of gasses and steam.
I thought of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the
cities of the Plain. They must have appear-
ed like this, before the wafers flowed in and
buried them forever. After gazing until
nightfall, we hastened to the hut, where
we were to sleep, a mere shelter of roots
and grass thrown upon a few sticks, and cov-re- d

on the windward hide only. It was but
three feet from the brink, a perpendicular
precipice of four hundred feet, a portion of
which had lately slid down partway, and hung
threateningly over the renvjinder. Back of
it was a crack in the earth, through which
the steam constantly escaped. So occupied
wcro wc with the scene before us, that the
danger to which we were exposed in sleeping
hero did not occur to us until wo were ready to
leave tho crater, and the excitement was over.
A slight shock of earthquake, and wo should
have known nothing more. However, hav-
ing supped, wo spread our blankets with our
heads towards the abyss, to be prepared for
any display which might occur during the
night which closed in with a cold drizzling
rain, and tho wind blew in furious squalls"
threatening at every gust to drive our frail
shelter into the pit below. Tho hitherto
quiet cater, at intervals threw up columns
of hot steam, stones and ashes, accompanied
with loud reports, resembling tho discharges
of heavy artillery in a confined place, Oc-
casionally tho fires at the farther extremity
would gleam up with considerable brilliancy;
excepting this, nothing was to be seen,
through the darkness, but the outlines of the
chasm before us, and the whirling mist, and

smoke reflecting the glare of the fires. The
blast eddying over the precipice gave a hol-

low moan, rising at times to a howl, as it
rushed rapidly past. It was a dismal scene,
and what with rain and cold, we passed an
uncomfortable night. The morning of tho
fifth broke as the previous evening had com-
menced, but the sun soon disputed much
of the mist, and left us a pleasant day for
our researches. Thermometer S.

The plain on the north, is much split tip
by fissures, from which steam continually
issues, hot enough to cook meat or vegeta-
bles. In a few places it condenses and forms
excellent drinking water. Four species of
very palatable berries grew here abundantly,
commonly called "buckle berries," though
they have but little resemblance in flavor
and none in color to that fruit. 'J') the north
east of this plain, we find sulphur banks sev-
eral hundred yards in extent, and about
twenty fed high. The gases were not pow-
erful, and by digging into the earth, which
was hot, soft and greasy, we obtained some
beautiful specimens of sulphur in all its dif-ere-nt

forms, the best of w hich, however, soon
lost their beauty by exposure to the air.
The cflloresceuces at the mouth of the crevi-
ces were exceedingly delicate and beautiful.
These banks appear to bo volcanic rock, de-

composed by sulphuric acids, for it is to be
seen in all its stages from the hard rock to
the soft paste. An hour's steaming hero dis-

sipated all the pain and soreness which we
felt from our exposure to the weather.

Wo estimated the circumference of the
whole crater at five miles, the western side of
which was the highest; but in no place did
the depth to the black ledge exceed five
hundred feet. It is more oval than circular,
its greatest breadth being from . e. to s. w.
and is aptly termed by the natives, Lua Pele,
(pole's pit,) for it is nothing but an immense
hole, which the fire has eaten in the ground.
Count Strzelecki makes the n. n. e. cliff
four thousand one hundred and one feet
above the level of the sea Douglas three
thousand eight hundred and seventy four.
In descending to the black lodge, at the
v. e. extremity, the path winds round an old
crater, small and sleep on all sides; its bot-
tom is covered with masses of large rocks,
shaken down by earthquakes, and large
trees are also growing in it, indicating a
long repose.

Following this path, we soon arrived on
the ledge, w hich appeared like a field of ice
breaking up in tho spring. It varied from
five hundred to two thousand feet in width,
and then abruptly terminated in craggy 'and
over hanging precipices, which had split and
burst in every direction from tho action of
the fire beneath. The main body of the cra-
ter had settled down from the black ledge in
some places gradually, until its own weight
burst itself violently from the edge, leav ing
gaping chasms, tho sides of which wcro in-

tensely heated; at others, it appeared to
have sunk instantaneously, tearing aw ay and
undermining the ledge, and leaving preci-
pices of two hundred feet in height. Tho
greatest depth was about two hundred and
fitly feet. The lakes, cones and forges re-

mained, hut were emptied of lava, and quiet,
emitting nothing but smoke, excepting a lake
at the s. w. extremity, of which a bend in the
ledge hid from our view, all but the rising
flames. Evidently a short time before, the
ledge had been overflowed, as tho lava was
piled in masses twenty feet high or more, on
its outer edge, gradually decreasing in height
as it rolled in immense waves from it; and
without doubt, tho whole mass had been
raised, as we could now stand on the ledge
and pluck ferns from the bank. Wo walked
around the crater on tho black ledge, en-
deavoring to find a place where it would be
practicable to descend, but the banks were
every where too much broken up to admit
of it. Independently of that, they were so
heated, that the brink could only be ap-
proached in a few places, and these only at
great risk. It was cracked into great chasms,
from a few feet to a rod in width, of w hich
no bottom could be seen, and in places large
masses had swollen up, and then tumbled in,
like tho bursting of an air bubble, or the fall-

ing in of a vast dome. The hollow echoing
sound beneath our feet, showed the insecu-
rity of whero wc trod, and liability to give
way, and precipitate us at any moment to
instantaneous death, and I must confess, that
it was with fear, that I walked along this
path of destruction. On tho surfaco of the
lodge the rock was black and very vesicular,
but as it descended it grew moro compact,
and becamo of a white or leadish color.
From all these pits and chasms, a white

flickering flame ascended, so hot in one place
that wo attempted to cross, as to singe the
hair from our hands, and scorch our cloth-

ing, and nothing but a precipitate retreat saved
us from being enveloped in flames. The hot
air would frequently Hash up from the fissures
without warning, and it required much cau-

tion and agility to escape from it. The
Thermometer over one fissure rose to 162;
on the ledge, five hundred feet from the
brink, three feet above the ground, 97, on
the lava at the same place isM". Two feet
above a fissure, M3. Eighteen inches be-

low the surface, it rose instantly to I0G.
Continual heavy explosions were occurring
on the sides, sounding like inuflled artillery,
throwing up stones, ashes and hot steam two
hundred feet or more into the air, and rend- -

mg away the hanks, tumbled large masses
of rock into the crater beneath. Indeed, the
whole black lodge appeared like a mere crust,
the igneous action beneath having eaten
away its support, and w hich the slightest shock
would precipitate into the gulf beneath, and
thus lestoro the crater to its ancient limits.

On the s. e. and s. sides, lava had gushed
laterally from the bank and flowed down
upon the ledge. Near here are the sulphur
hills, from which the finest specimens are
obtained. They w ere beautifully coated with
fine white, blue and green salts, but owing
to the intense heat, and suffocating fumes
of the gasses, we were unable to secure
many. A little farther on, we found the
lava fissures encrusted with the most beauti-
ful crystals and efflorescences, which had
condensed into every variety of form and
figure, but too delicate to bear exposure to
the atmosphere. Having reached the south-
ern extremity we obtained our first view of
the lake, the light of which had attracted our
attention the previous night. It was several
hundred vards in circumference, and in the
most sunken part of the crater. The lava

j was twenty feet below its banks, a liquid
body, boiling, bubbling and thrashing in
great fury. Occasionally it would become
encrusted over, and then a red streak would
shoot across its surface, like the darting of
lightning in a heavy storm. In the centre,
the lava was tossed high into the air, with a
pufiing, sputtering noise, like tho blast of a
heavy bellows, mingled w ith the roar of surf.
Its color was livid, much resembling clotted
blood, of which the whole might betaken for
an immense liell-brc- w cd chaldron, and the
unearthly noises, for the moans of agonized
spirits, and the f iendish cries of their tormen
ters. 1 he etlect upon tho imagination was
powerful, and the reality horrible and hellish,
beyond description. To the leeward the
gasses were strong, requiring much caution
to avoid the stifling currents of heated air.
On the north west side filamentoso lava,
commonly called Pole's hair, was thickly
strew ed for many acres, like a field of mown
grass.

JWr. C. and myself having performed the
circuit until we were underneath where our
hut stood, where the bank Inning given wav
to a considerable height, formed a steep hill
w hich appeared quite practicable of ascent.
wo proposed to shorten the distance by climb- -
mg up ai tins spot. io sooner thought of,
than we made the attempt, and reached the
first two hundred feet without any diHiculty.
Here, the summit being hid from us, we held
a consultation whether to proceed or not.
Upon looking down, we saw our natives
gazing in astonishment at us, and urging us
to return, saying that it was impossible for
us to reach the top, and nothing but a bird
could. However, like all obstinate person-
ages, wc did not like to retrace our steps, so
we pushed ahead. A few rods moro climb-
ing, brought us to the perpendicular face
of tho rock, or rather rocks, which were
loosely embedded in earth, and relieved onlv
by some jutting points, and a few roots, oh
which but little dependence could be placed.
Wc were now so high that it was impossible
to descend, as wo could not see where to
place our feet beneath us, and tho slightest
look downwards, might make us loosen our
hold, and be dashed to pieces. Not the least
danger was, that some of us might loosen a
rock, which starting, would draw down an
avalanche ofothers, and ourselves with them.
Py looking up, zigzaging along the edges
of the rocks, and bearing our weight equally
ns possible on all parts of our bodies, wo
drew ourselves slowly up, until wc were
within ten feet of tho top. Here wo met
with the "unkindest cut of all." Tho rock
was the smoothest, and just at tho rising of
the brink, hot steam issued from it, making
the earth scalding and slippery. Mr. C."
being ahead, and blessed with tho longest

legs, managed by bearing his whole weil LuCCc
upon a projecting point of rock, not thLllLnfir
inches in diameter, to make a spring, and I Went
the same time clawing into the soft earth Ll; r m
reached the summit with only burnt finrs Vent,
He then laid down upon his back, with hU ast'ci

arms over his head, clinging to roots, !wh.
dangled his legs over the precipice to aAl Lr.
me. Following his steps, I hitched iny.ljor ch
self up, and making a grab at his toes, wJ limits
soon toed on to tho hanK. It was not unt;il.rnn

v with? in iuiiwi nan i inui we rcnil7rril inpfO

the lull extent of our danger, and our coii--l ?Mau
stimulate folly in rushing into it. The slight-lbdcv- e

trsi MMMsirp, ur wuui pivHuiiuu oi Mllld If not U

would nave hurried us 10 immediate death
and while wc felt grateful for our escape, wel linic
rowed another tune, "to look belore wel 'only
leaped." II w it U

It is a common remark that travelers is

itin? tho volcano, even at short intern.!, I! ..mlj f inn,
never see it unoer similar circumstances, and

consequently aro apt to discredit previous
statements. A moment s reflection should

convince them that with such a mighty en

ginc of nature, exercising in their highest

degree tho combined powers of lire, heated

air and steam, and continually in action
great changes arc momently liable to occur
and that they dn, these very discrepancies
bear ample testimony. It would be an inter
csting point gained in geological science, if

somo observing man could reside in thcloftli
neighborhood and note the various changos.lbase
at the periods of their occurrence. Or inRlcag
lieu ot that we would recommend some one
at Hilo to keep a journal, and request even
a a ' A A I I it 1

"

miveier io note in u, me start: oi inc volcano
at his visit, and thus a valuable mass of in-

formation could be collected.
We have endeavored to present a faithfu'

picture of it as it appeared at our visit, and
it evidently differs much from all proceeding
descriptions. Douglas makes the depth oil

the crater in 133 1, one thousand one hun-

dred and fifty seven feet. At our visit it

had filled up one half, and the black ledge
which had been gradually rising, was. inlshal
some places, within three hundred feet of
the top, while former accounts state it at eight
hundred. A few years since, the basin was

much in its present state, like the inside of a

bowl. A foreigner who visited it a week

only before the late eruption, described it as
like a dome, there being a gradual ascent
from the sides to the centre; the lava bavins
overflowed tho w hole of the black ledge, the
limits of which could not be traced. The
whole surface was in violent action, thickly
indented with fiery lakes, and crowned with
pufiing cones, and forges, whose bases were
lashed by burning waves, and the whole ac
companion with drcaellul noises. Had not
the liquid lava found a vent by pushing it- -

way through subterranean galleries until it

met with a weak spot, which its gravity soon
forced through, and running out until the
fiery mass in the'erater subsided to a level
with the outlet, it might have risen to the
top, and overflowing, destroyed all that por-

tion of the island. The immense lateral
pressure which must exist, increasing as the
crater fills up, will probably prevent any
great and sudden disaster of this kind, by
forcing an outlet toward the sea, as it did in

this instance. Though so much has drained
out, still an immense body remains in the
volcano, and it w ill probably soon commence
rising again. The second night of our stay,
the fires were much more brilliant, and the
reports more frequent.

It is a remarkable fact, that on all the

islands tho general course of volcanic action
is south easterly, or rather tho craters form
a chain from tho north west to, south east.
On Hawaii, JNIauna Kca appears to have
been extinguished first,.thcn Hualalai. Mau-n- a

Loa has probably fire still beneath, though
it has gradually cooled down by forming a

series of lateral craters, extending from the
great one on its summit to Kilauea, which is

now the great fountain head. Kilauea is

pushing itself easterly, as the late eruption
bears witness, and the whole earth in that
direction is doubtless pierced with galleries,
which carry off tho superabundant lava, and
when tho ground becomes too weak to bear
tho pressure, it forces its way to tho surface,
and flows until it creates a common level at

Kilauea. The several eruptions can easily
bo traced towards tho sea; and a eries of
lateral craters also, some of considerable ex-

tent, which no doubt have been fed from Ki-

lauea. One, six miles to tho east, is a mile
in diameter, and emits smoko and sulphurous
gasses.

It is a common remark that Kauai is the
oldest island, and that the others have been
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