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Those punishing theft are suthiciently se-
vere on the offender, supposing hun unable
to pay the pecuniary penalty,  The amount
of guilt is decided by the quantity stolen, and
not by eorresponding circrmstances, which
may argravate or diminish the erime,  Stm-
ple restitution is only due to the owner, and

as the erime js |-r|u:n”_‘.' divected I‘I;_{nil:s! st=,

ciety, the punishment should be of such a
Nty s al the same tine to alfeet a moral

Clan g

o i the enlprity and to serve the gon-
eral interests,  Such as some definite poriod
ol boprisomment, where he ean be amployed
works or SOne

cither on puoile Acgny

weiul trade, [::. which an honest living
be secured, when hie 18 azam rest
Pt by the
ment aad the injured person become actaa’ly |
the gainers by the transaction, 1 the ertmn-

al 18 detected, and thias the
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ciety, se lawsg both the governs

sop<e of ol |
will be liable to be lost i the destie ol pe- |
cuniary gain, and the cfivrts lor arresting |
the offender be stiunluted more from merecns |
This

. . A
powerlul tinduecment i a semi- )|

ary than fiom moval metives iy b
the  most
chivistinnized eommunity, and 1s estonsivels
practized elsewhere, bat it tost certainly
teuds to perpetuate these very evils, amd to
rurrn:sl Liie ]-a--n;-';"
'_\', where sy« matizod Vands of roblors 1"-,-:
1s5t, they could alllad to eontinue their een- |
pation upon a Gxed captal, as it s ha el

to be SUPOst d that th v would be deteeted
i every [th thelt, and whenever cne was,
the l"'li"hf:‘fi m would be tnmediat I'\ forth-
coming, aod thus his services be ot onece re-
stared to s baod, and the erimimal let loose
again upon the community,  The guestion
with hirn o would not be the fear of puaish-
ment, or consequent disgrace, but lerely

the ability to buy himself off’

An tmpartant oversicht has ocenrred in
not {ixing upon some plan or rule to deter-
mine the value of proverty  stolen, It cer-
tainly should not be leit o the loser any
more than to the thici— {br one would be as
Bkely to over estimate as the other to depre-
ciate the real value, A case of this kind.
came to our knowledre wunder the old  law,
vichwillillustrate thisopinion, A whiteman
bad an article of tritling value stolen, and the
thief

The judaes came to him to learn its value,

somb tine alterwards was deteetesd,

which he stated at foor times its real price,
This the poor native was oblived to pay in
hard labor, at the rate of waces which the
white man chiose to allow him, who afier-
wards boasted of the “cood barcain,® .

In the latitude allowed to the jadaes, in
not *adhering rigorously™ in all cuses to the
laws, there is strong temptation to bribery.,
Indeed the whole principle of the laws -
pears to be thoroughly arnstocratie, resem-i
bling in that particular the defliets common
to the Raghish and American cotes, where
the vich man can escape Justice by giviig
and breaking bail: and Leve by paying a fine |
he escapes the vigor of the law, while the
poor iy even il his gt is less, suflers
the full penalty. |

Another defeet i3 inlowine the thief to
compromize the matter with the person he
has stolen from, or in other words, to ecom-
pound his {tlony — o dangerons license and
one which in civilized counnunities is cure-
fully guarded against,

These views occurred to us on a easual
perusal of the laws, and are given {or what
they may be worth,  Ina rude state of so-
ciety, those niceties in points of law, which
are essential to rigid justice ecannat be ex-
pected,  The discussion of them. however,
may allord the government some useful hints.
and lhl‘_' :lrﬂ_l‘l'l'luiul} to be enecournged in
establishing and executing an imnpartial eode.
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Mr., Emvor,—We are informed by A |
Merehant,” wm your paper of the 5th inst. |
“That reciprocity in commercial contracts
amongz nations is not, nor ever has been, |
considered necessary or essential to justice |
in forming them,”

Asg the remark was evidently designed to

bear upon the contiact which* A Mercham™
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was connpenting upon, we think it proper
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dent” to show the good company wit), _“H-lhmm

to ke some remarks and enquire as to its ' French protective policy, remarks on the he is associated, in the use of inveetjy,

applicability to the case in question,

. . . o . = A2 i A
It is true that reciproeity i1s not necessary | his opinion flow to this eountry by its upuru-ll.nndun I'iines,

)

“Laplace Treaty,”” and the evils which in

against the I'rench. gives an extract fromy,
I should have thonghy 1,

to render a treaty legal.  They- are many tion, and broadly intimating that Tlis IHa-'selection would have been more judiciong,
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times formed where there is the most perfect waiian Majesty in signing the Treaty did made; for where is the English paper whic
. s 5 . o ’ " ) M J + '

frecdom of action without such conditions, | not act freely s that nothing but the threat ever spoke of any act of the French iy Othey

" " . " . = . N -
But there are matural and obvious reasons [of a future exercise of force compelled the  terms than those of censuref
why such contracts are made, and it may be  Kiong to aflix his signature to ity that the then is the article?

well to ook at them, and sce whether they
enisted fthe present ease.  Some nations
possess within themselWes such a wariety of
vesowrees that they have intdrnally all the
vlements of ||ula-|||-1|uh'|'!|'l-,

Al the exchanges necessary 1o be mapde in
stich cases can be made between didlerent
varts olthe same stateand althonteh they iy
|
abded o hive mde pendent ol their nerglibors
tpon theirown resourees, they will not ne-
voctile exeept for their own advantage,

Other states depend chielly upon a few
avtieles vased in great abundance, which

ot the staples of the country, 1 not bheing

allapted to produce a suflicient variety to
aipp by its own wants,

1
Ut course to such states

it beeomes pe-

Levssary to make Taeien excebances, and they

will wtake for themsolves the most favorable
conditions they  ean, 'I'Iu-_\' must make ex-
clianges at some rate as a watter of nece satlyy,

Lior the s\tp;-l\‘ of their own wants, bot to the

ormer, possessing all thevesonrecgofinternal
tdependence it is a matter of comparative iy-
f.-_ff; renee whoethoer llu't:,' make exchantres or
uol, and 11'li|i'.\ dog it cnnnot he t'\_rnw-h-ii thut 1a
neh cases the advantages will he capal,
bt is only where mutual neee ssity aud con-
ventenee are to. be consalted that euntirely

|l'-'i}bl'fll':ll iH.l‘.:llII:tul‘fi are to hoe |'.:u i‘ll'tl_'

Dut how was it here, did France need the
]rrmhn‘!jun-‘ ol the ?"':lllll“'.ii'il I!"-lflll.'!."-.' .\‘H.
she wonld not admit them tpon any  condi-
tions, They donsist of the ve ry aiticles
which she raises in her own tervitory, amd is
most anxions to protect.  Did the King of
the Sandwich Islands, then, need the bran-
11_'.‘ und wine of France, (the only articles of
French produce which were prelihited and
taxed,) =0 mueh as to=ign a treaty which not
only jinpostd such unequal conditions upan
Wi in g commerdia! relations with Fraaee
but the relations which pre-exiting treaties
with other nations sustained to ity cbliged
him to reecive the produce of all other na-
tians on the same terms? in short, to de stroy
bis independence? Was there any suel ex-
trefe necessity existing for these articles as
these great concessions would scem to im-|
plv?  Let lacts answer, they wiil tell us that
no &uch wecessity existed. So far from it
these very articles had just been excluded
for the reason that they were not want-
ed, and to save the people trom their demo-
ralizing influence, '

We leave the reader to judge Lhow fur the
remarks quoted from A Mervcehant,” bear
upon the treaty which he has under consid-
cration,

It would seem from the Consul’s exposi- |
tion of the treaty thot the smgle end wimed
at was the introdoction of aleoholic dinks.
Was it oot enough that i cry, wretehed-
ness, dizease and desvadation were  the
wates of nearly every dwelling, that under
thew combived mfuenees the nation was
rapidly wisting awny? Must the flood-sates
of mtemperance e raised and its burning
torrent voll over the fnnd 2 T'hey had thrown
ot thew prolabitory  laws o their dving
strugale, as it were, as their last hope, thetr
sheot anchor, and mugt they ent their cable,
and passively allow their untional bark to go
to pteces unon the destruetive, shoals of ia- |
tewperance? - Nust they admit an evil Le-
Fore whieh the strongest and most, highly enl-!
tivated mtelleets have been unable to staud ?
Which has exerted the principal ageney in
filling civilized countries with pauperism aund
crine — andd swept away thousands of sav-
ages and harbarians?

Pt =00t 1=, the Llighting influence of that
evil of evils has ligshtdd on these shores to
add to the already wretched eondition of the !
people, and aid i hastening their extermina-
tion. My, Editor there is reponsibility rest-|
ing somewhere for the influence exerted in
bringing about this state of things which I
would not sustain for the universe, |

Respectiully Yours, I-
S.N.Castrg,
September 14, 18410, |
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Mr. Epiron,—Sir, Your paper of the 5th
September contains a long article signed by |
“Namuel N, Castle,” generally believec
Lere to speak the sentiments of ‘and for the

1

have sarplus produce yet whilst they are en-

ceaed futuie exercize ol foree, K.

French have, by the strong arm of power,
wrested from him his sovereignty, &e.

[ Mr. Castle also tells us i what manner
the Treaty ought to have been drawin up;
what 1s most lor the commeretal interest of
the Mreneh; somethimg abont the Philadel-
phia humbug, the Black prince, Ke,  This,
siry 4 the seeond chapter we have had fram
Mre. Castle, wpon pretty mneh the same sub-
Jeet. For chiapter the fiest 1 refor yonr
readers to his Aeeount of the transactions
Ceonnected withthe Visitof the Avtemise,” S,
pubilished in the now defiunet Hawaiian Spec-
gator, Vol 11, No, 1V, Article 1V,

I bhew leave at the same tiime to refer vonr
readers to the ““Sunplement of the Sandwieh
Csland Mivcar,” of Jan, 15, 1810, published
in a pamphlet form, wherein they will see
the sort of tigure which the said “Samuel N,

Castle™ ents in the various Statements made
 the “Acceount’ alluded to,

In vour last paper, (No, 11 is the an-!

swerol A Resident” o my letter of the pires-
vions paper.  As the same opintons, senti-
ments and tone are common to both your
corvespondents, 1 <hall take the libetty of
addressing them jointly or severally as may
St me rest—vspecially as ¢ A Resident™ s
doubtless of the sume’ mis<ionary holdy with
Mr. Castle, and like him speaks for them all.

S0 tur as concerns my st articie (the in-
terpretation of the Laplace Teegty) T could
with propricty (secing they do not disnarec
with me in that matter) deep the “subjoct—
but when attempt= are made by the culvins-
tie mssiomaries of this country to create
abrowd talze ipressions as to the manner in
which the Treaty was obtatned, and to exeite
by false accusattons and asseitions, bad feel
inas against the French, and Cupt. Laplace
the negotiator of the Fr alty, mpatticular, |
feel constrained to say sonciling more,

It appears that Capt. Laplace, acting in

the. name of the King of the Freneh, nesg ti-

ated or obtained from this government a com-
mercial treaty highly faverable to Freneh in-
tevests,  Well, siv, is there any thing wrong

i his so doing? Did he not do right to for-

ward the interests of s conntey; to obtain
atreaty as favorable aspossible, even though
the ters of it were not reciprocal and hene-
ficinl to the other contraeting party? - No one
can disputeit,  But your enrrespondengs say
that he obtained the Hawaiian King's signa-
ture to the Treaty by coercion, by a 1hreat-
This is a
very serions charge and onght, | conless, to
induce the Freneh government to consent tor
the annulment of the treaty, when requested
to do g0 by this government,

Having sought fir the fhet, T am now sat-
istiad of the falsity of the chitge, | have the
hest anthority for saving, Laplaep used none
ol the means alluded to above—on the con-
travy, hie elearly and distinetly gave the King
to understand, hoth before and ar the Siening
of the Treaty, that there was no abligation

. . . |
on his part to sign any tedaty whateyer—but |

ledt it to his pleasure to stan the oflerved treaty
or noty desirifie him fo ael freely in the maf-
ter, as no compulsion was -or would be at-
tempted,

It we shall be told that the King did after
all sign the T'reaty through fear excited in

Chis mind by a friend to the French, we can
only say in answer, that Ilis Majesty was |

perhaps unfortunate in Lis conncils, and that

reither the French or the public can be an- |

swerable for what took place behind the eur-
tain—Ithe l‘I':‘IIlHIﬁ“IilL'.\' must rest on the -
dividual actors, as they must have taken it

| [ .
upon themselves to do so without authority,

The King, in a letter to the French Con-
sul, declares “that he never mentioned to
any native cr foreigner his veason for signing
the I'reaty,”’ '

I inquire of “Samucl N. Castle,” (who
seems to know every thing that takes place
in the King's councils) whether His Majesty
did, immedialely subsequent to the affixini
his signature te the Treaty in question, send
A protest or remonstrance to the French gov-
eroment, complaining of illegal means having
been used to obtain his ussent? I the King
did so, the fact will have great weight in supt:
porting Mr. Castle's charges,

Now, sir, is*“A Rusitlvu!'s”unppused case
ofthe street robber applicable to the Frencl, ?

ccalvinistic missionarics, and written of course ' Does Laplace merithis vile epithet 7 ** A Resi-

Of what Weigly
With what truh, 1,
‘could the author of the extract say of xyy il
lol the Freneh that ““it resembles nutl,i,,g“
have ever heard or vead of, but the bucea,
cering practices of by-gone times,” | it
(be thonght that he never “heard or read o
e attack of the English on Denmark (at 4
tive she was onterms of professed peace and
Aiiendship) of the bombardment "r(-"'l"‘“hn-
(eeny hereapital, and the partial destiyej,,,
and scizure of the whole Danish flect? Ay
act which even no British statesman CVEr g
tempted 1o speak of than as “a justifial).
and necessary piece of rohb vy and murd,;
Your correspondents labor to make Yot
remders believe that drunkenness and Crin
are increasing at the Sandwich Ixlands—gyg
that these evils are congequent upon the .
sifization of the spirit trade, by the Laplace
(Treaty,  They also assert that whale shj.
‘will in tiulmt'qt_u_'ncr_', cease to visit these l'”"lli
| {r supplies, :
| That deunkenness and erime are inerens.
iing here, may be doubted; if they are <,
illll? inercase onght not to be attributed tothe
operation of the Laplace Treaty, hut 1o otler
cireums=tances, to the downward progress of
the mass of this people, evident for ten ye
11314.

tHE
Duting the prohibition en Spirits as
thach or more of that article was constimed
here, than previously to the enactment of
the Taw, It is notorious that during tha
time, many natives, members of the calvings-
tie chureh, drank spirits and wine to excess,
who were never known to use them before!
The legalization of the spirit trade will have
Littie or no cifietin preventing vessels fron
resorting to these ports, “’Il:il(»yhips Cole
tinue to flock to Tahiti in as great numbers
as over, notwithstanding the amcunt of spint
imttoduced there s as large as though the
trade was legalized,  They will, as heroto
fore, visit the se places afiording them the
most chieap and plentiful supplies,  That the
IKing signed the law prohibiting epirvits with
great reluctance, is a well known fact, |
sialdl offer no apology for asserting my belief
that in all thiz outery against the Freneh and
the Treaty, the missionaries (Mr. Castle
speaks in the plural numsher) are actuated by
vo other feelings than these of spleen and
venom, ercated by the transaetions of Cayt.
Laplace dwing the “glorions three davs”
the 9, 10, and 1 I1th July, 1839, in which the
arievances of French subjects were redress-
ed, the vights of' conscience restored, the
worship of the Romish religion declared free
throughont the Islands, and a fatal blow
given to the domination and unholy influence
exercised'over the government of this coun-
(ry. “Let theé galled jade wince,”

It is not my desire any more than “A
Resident’s” to bandy “words, and do not
therefire point out the contradictions and
lulse areuments and reasoning of many parts
ol his letier. That many of his premises are
Jalse 1 hope has been made apparent in this
my final letter,

Let me close, then, with an earnest re-
quest, throngh Mr, Castle, to the calvinistic
‘missionaries that “they do not involve this
naturally well disposed people in further
broils with foreign powers,  One treaty with
the French has been broken; let them not
influence this government to break the last
Remember that “lhe 20,000 are yet in
the hands of the French., Yours, ’
| Sept. 19, A Menrcuant.

} Mr. Eviron:—Sir, Will you allow me
to ask a solution to the following questions
throngh your paper,  There are many pet
sons in this town, intelligent and benevolent
men, and evidently well wishers to this na-

ton, who are at the same time aiding in its
ruin and demoralization, To speak plainly,

(they are those who are fully aware of the

Levils of intemperance, daily” witnessing and
Jacknowledging its destructive ravages, and
yet continue to deal in ardent spirits, and o
send it abroad among the natives, thus cons
 8ciously augmenting the evils which they pro-
fess to deprecate. T'o me it would appear
more consistent either to advocate intemper-
,ance openly, else use all lawful means to ar-
rest its progress,  Can a man be a friend to
both eauses?

- Again; why is it that merchants, who are

inwn of forethought and calculation, whose
business is to develope the resources of the
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