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COMMUNICATED,

‘a heavy roller and the instant the boot
o the Editor of the Poly nesin, “ touched bottom all hands jumped out and
wi—1 enclose you a brief aceonnt of the  carricd her ashore, before i sueceeding
 Wreek of the Whaler Independence, and Wave could overtake us, and in this man-
anneteen d:lyﬂ vovage in a \\'llult_'-htmt, I,l:t‘l‘ we luildl?(l all our ht_mlh‘ 1 silf(‘ly.
performed by mysell” and others, which | On our arvival at the ship, one mile

P A

‘boats,  Now onr plans were Inid, we st
about putting them into execution as soon
Jns possible.  We took the try pot which
'\\‘nllltl contain about three barrels and fit-
ted a cover toit, suspending over it a large

cask into which was inserted a pipe lead-
|

[ have been requested to make public | from our landing, we found she had foreed ing from the boiler,  "This served as a
through your "_“l"“hl"' paper.  Four Yearsiher way abont 10 feet into the teef, erush- | condenser for the steam.  "T'he botler was
baye SIApoC RAHD S5 Rt thagajiivet ing the-coral rocks so as to bold her fast|then filled with sea water and a_fire kin-
b 5"]””{,: i'::;:"”'.l,.::dﬁ:":h:.:.l::;:.rr:m.;:'u '::.:: by the head, which prevented her swing- | dled with wood from the wreek. It has
Ttml'i!::'ll-|tl:- to plaicé it before them, ! ing round broadside to the shore. In | been said that a watched pot never I:tti!s:
‘ " Yours respectfully, which case without doubt we shoiild all| but despite that saying, our pot did boil,
M. CALKIN, have perished, as the surf would have | notwithstanding it was watched w:ih' an
|swept hér decks, and she have gone to| intensity of interest, by those whose lives
[How do vou head? South by east, sir, pieces before any thing could have hm-n;mi;.rht and pruhulnl.\" would hu:n' depended
Mr. Gibson, keep the chip to the wind, saved.  And had we escaped the danger | upon the success of the experiment,  Joy
and eall meat 12 o’clock,  Thus said | of the surf, it would only have heen tuihc-nnwd in_every countenance when in
Capt. Brayton, as he left the deck at 9 meet a fate more horrid still, of th-mh|:1.lmnl two hours our rude d|.-a1||lnr}'. KNt
delock on the evening of Dee. 13, 1835, from hanger and thirst on a barren slmrv.ll?rr!h a sinall, but steady - stream of fine
The Independence had been at sea without a boat, chart or compass tncnnhh:.irt*.:ah waler, ,:'\.ml it proved to be llh-rull'\_‘
wenty five months, and had nearly ac- s to leave the island. ' }il lnlllll:-llil of [Iit" ‘tn those \.h'ulu‘ we  Jeft
complished the objeet of -her voyage: al  Theship’s jib hboom projected so far over | on .lhu island.  The goats and fowls re-
iow days of suceessful fishing, and her fthe rocks as to enable us to board her mained about the tents, but the hogs be-
conrse would have been homeward: hut from the shore; by which means we saved | came immediately w-nltl\ 80 tlmll I Wi ne-
fute, and Starbuck Island had other plans many articles of use, and sails for tents, | cessary \\:Iu-'n we wished to Kill one, to
i view for our amusement. At sunset | The goats and pigs and a few fowls reach- lay in wait for them as they came  down
the islaind bore south east, distant about ed the shore in safety, also most of the to the shore in the night aud dart lhf- har-
15 miles, the ship steering by the wind, | things cast (H'(‘I‘llt)zlljll’ the night ')L'rl)l'.t'.i']'mt)ll.ll-li() lIl-('lu.. The ﬁllﬂl‘('.lll Il'u- l:i!:l.llll
ieaded south by east: at 9 o’clock Capt. B.! After Imving erected  our tents, we laid ‘was lined with fish, and the isierior with
judzed the land to bear about east, 10 miles | our weary limbs on the sand and slept o great varicty of birds and eges, A
distant, which would place the ship out |soundly. few turtle also wandered up the beach
of all danger, as the land was directly to|  After partaking of such a breakfast as|during the night, some u!' which never
windward.  Consequently he left the ship | we were glad to get, we formed two _par-| wandered back again, having met \\'[t!n a
i charge of the watch on deck, and re-[ties.  One to remain by the wreck and|reverse not only of fortune. but position.
tired 1o his berth, and unfortunately for save such articles as micht wash “ashore, | Several casks of bread 'Ii!t]_\\'ﬂr&!l}ftl up
us the wateh on deck retired to tlw‘\{'iml-ralltl the other to traverse the island in[the beach, so that we jmlu:wl it safe for
lssand forehatches for the same ]amd-!svurtrh of witer,  The island lies in Lu!. thase who wished to remain on the. island
able purpose—even the boy at the helm | 5° 39 south, and [.-111;::- 155" 26" west; it [ to do so, . . .
i his somnific indulzence did not dream | is about fifteen miles in circumference,|  Dee. 19, got things in readiness and
of danger.  The ship thus left her own ‘Hllt] the highest point i.i[‘lm‘_'n f('(..'l. Iuhm‘v ulh-pq»lval to launch our boats lm_- leaving
master, took it upon hersell to obey to | the l!'\'!'l_ of the ocedn, is of f'llrll!iml’ﬂ'lll- the island, but fl.e surf rin so high that
the letter the last injunetion of Capt. B. ation, destitute of vegetation €xcept: a | we were ('(lll‘llit'lll('tl.tﬂ rvllmllush the un-
“keep her to the wind,” | shrub of scrubby growth from one to_thiree | dertaking, after hfn:'m;: capsized our boat
The wind which by common consent is feet high, which grows in patches and af-|and severely bruising the sccond mate
allowed of all things to be most fickle and  forded shelter to immense numbers of and myself among the rocks in the break-
changeable, hauled to ‘the north which birds nests. _ . |ers. , K
bronght the ship to head directly for the| About sunset the discovery party arriv- I'he \\'nul. continued strong fn:nLIIm
slind, and ten minutes before 11 o'clock | ed, having ascertained that no  water | north east, with a heavy sea which dashed
she strnek the reef with such force as to|could be obtained on the island. "They lagainst the rocks forming o complete wall
tear her bottom out, and her keel and [had digged in maiiy places but f'unu'ul-n!‘ foam ‘Sllltl spray around lhu‘lsl:ulul.lml-
floor timbers came floating alongside. - It | nothing but salt water. They had in their | ding defianee to any aitempt - which we
was but the work of a moment to lower | route picked up the remains of two pistols, | might malke to pass their hounds. - Making
awity the hoats and pull out to seaward  one musket,a bucket, and several case bot- a virtue of necessity, we hauled our |m.nl
of the breakers which rose dashing acainst tles, one of which had contained papers:  up again and deciding to remain on the is-
the rocks with frightfyl fury. The next the eork had decayed and the paper had | land for the time being, we erected a flag
i which eame rolling in, unshipped the | become wet and adhered to the sides ul'llwi-siulf and set a signal after which we mus-
ridder and burst in the. cabin windows, | bottle,  The musket had been destroyed | tered all hands for couneil, -
Capt. B. and a boats erew including my-|by fust, the thick portion only, of the bar-|  With the-loss of the ship Captain B,
self remained on board to sceure the in-|rel remaining and the brass trimmings ly=|lost the legal right of command over the
traments and charts. ing beside it, with the ramrod which had erew,  "T'hus we were thrown towether a
Finding that the ship was not likely to | rusted down to about the size of a knit- little community withont  government,
10 picees immediately, we commenced [ting pin.  Two deek beams of a large | w‘hu'h |hm|'_-,h-:-'mnll bid fair K001 10 bhe one
thiowing overboard such articles as would [ ship and a eapstain also were found pir- 1 of the most |_|‘|clu-|'14-:|f|:'1|| little -f'.elltlrl?t_'s
dnft ashore.  Bread, clothing, casks of|tially covered with earth, over which! imaginable.  Foreseeinz the difliculties
witer, &e. At ten minutes before 12 find- | shrabbery had grown, !w!m'h might arise in a company  of men
g the surf rising fast and breaking over| The ship continued to break up by the | without law or restraint, we voted to form
her, we got out another boat and left her [action of the surf and to float ush.nrt' Ina government, .\fr(-m'tln‘uly wo v.h-(-t-
With what few things we had saved, and |broken fragments: several casks of bread f-l! a (im-vrﬂur: Licut. Governor, Sher-
anchored at a distance from the ship.  ” [and small stotes came ashore, also a few [iff, and four Constables, who were 1o
At daylight the surf had risen so as to|casks of water, and oiie ‘of the try pots| frame a code of laws and present them to
tender it il}nln:ssil_)lt- to board the wreck |washed up on the beach,  After the luxu- | the community with the penalties attach-
With the boats, Capt. B. and a boats|ry of a cold water tea, we called all hands ed.  This to some may scem  ludicrous
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three men, making twelve of us.  When
ready for sen our sea siores and  outfits
“read thus: to cach boat thirty gallons wa-
ter, sixty pounds bread, and one change
of sea clothes [ er man, which was as
much as the boats would carry with safe-
tv—if the word safety could be properly
applied to such an expedition.  We left
Lour comrades on thé island supplied with
one boat, quadrants, charts, and com-
pass, books, clothing, and about two
years supply of bread, which with "the
natural resources of the island and distil-
lery, we thoueht might make them eome
Sortable for at least two years,
At sunset we waved a parting adieu to
our comrades who were sitting on the
beach, and spreading our little sails  bid
adicu 1o Strbuek Teland and its ten-
ants. Thus we cast ourselves loose upon
the mizhty occan and the merey of heaven
with sensations which, to be realized, must
he felt, .

Captain B. had a good chronometer
which made it desirable that we should
keep company with him. and we carried
lizhts during the night for that purpose.
We shaped our course for the Society Is-
lands and run through the night with a
‘strong wind and rough sea, giving us to
understand that a voyage of necessity was
not necessarily a voyage of comfort, It
'required one man to steer, one to bale wa-
(ter out of the boat as it washed over her
side, one to hold on to the main sheet in
ccase of a sudden squall, and the last to
look out for the other hoats; so the only
 way that we could relieve the watch was
1o change our respeetive occupations in
‘the boats.  This we did for two days and
nights, but nature would be trifled with
no longer.  Judge of my surprise when
‘on the third night I awoke and found my-
'self fast asleep, which was literally a fact,
' had a consciousness of existence and
knew that T was positively asleep and also
knew the danger of being asleep, but had
not power to shake off my drowsiness, |
strove and strove again to conquer, till in
imazination. I was engaged in a deadly
combat with some huge monster whose
terrifing crowl broke the spell. [ sprang up
i a fright at the risk 1 had run expecting
the severest censure from my comrades for
my impradenee, which T no doubt should
have received, but for the simple fact that
every soul of them was fast asleep and
'some of them imitating 1o perfection the
(monstrous growl that frightened me into
cexistence, 1 ool course denounced  the
whole buneh of them as a set of sleepy
heads and spoke largely on the folly of
putting all our lives in jeopardy for the
sake of a pap. Our hoat was her own
(mistress for abont three hours, and really
behaved like a lady, that is, she had her
own way, but the risk we had run was
frightiul.

At daylight we found that we had part-
ed company with the mate’s boat, and put
back a fow miles in seareh of them fearing

first mate and mysclf took cach a boat and
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W Jumped overboard and swam to her, | together for a consultation on the proprie- | but we found the :td\'u‘mu;:v of it directly. | they mizht have met with some f!f’('itll'lli:
and aftor throwing overboard the pigs, |ty of leaving the island in the hr_mls,|()u_r statesmen ;}lul Qﬂmvrs who were not !llilil;_'.l'l'h' surrnumlc'fl_ us on every side: run-
fowls, turkies and goats, and cutting away | Twelve out of twenty-two of us ll('t‘lfll?dll‘.’ﬂl!t:l?l'l into oftice for Il.u- sake ol !Iu'.muf.r at the tate of ubout sIX m_ll!.'s the
the masts, swam back to the boats in safe- | to take the boats and steer for the Society [ spoils, were no doubt of the very first | hour we were in duu-_.[ur of capsizing by
W. At2P. M, we effected a landing  Islands. Bearing south easterly about 11 | quality, but fortunately never had occa- any sudden change of the the wind—of

Without uceident, but not without difficul- | degrees distant,

The remaining 10 of our number chose |

sion to prove themselves such,

Dee. 24,

The surf had so far gone!

i r . '
Y. The island was surrounded by a co- ! 0 | |
to take their chance on the island, in down as to encourage us io muke another

shipping a sea and foundering. of running
on to a whale, or against a floating piece of
wood—aid more especially were we in dan-

Jall il reef, on which ‘the surf broke with
ts A *"4! Violence, but by watching a good

Pportunity we pulled in on the crest of |not wishing 1o risk themselves in the{fected without aceident.

hopes some vessel might pick them up— |attempt to launch the huuls: uluiyh we ef- | ger from thg' presumptuons but well meant
Caprain B, the |gambols of a shoal of Porpoises, which




