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fore, scarcely doubt our having arrived
at that larc gulf uniformly described ly
the Ksquimaux as containing many islands,
and with numerous ,

indentations stretch-
ing down southward till it approaches
within forty miles of Repulse and Wager
Rays. The exploration of such a gulf,
which was the main object of the Terror's
ill-star-

red voyage, would necessarily de-

mand the whole time arid energies of
another expedition, having a starting or
retreating point much neater to the scene
of operations than Great Rear Lake ; and
it was quite evident to us that any further
foolhardy perseverance could only lead
to the loss of the great object already at-

tained, together with that of the whole
party. We must here be allowed to ex-

press our admiration of Sir John Ross's
extraordinary escape from this neighbor-
hood, after the protracted endurance of
our ships, unparalleled in arctic story.
The mouth of the stream, Which bound-
ed the last career of our admirable little
boats and received their name, lies in lat.
(38 (leg. 2 min. 27 sec. N., long. 97 dcg.
2 min. W.; variation of the compass, 16
deg. 20 min. W. . The strong wind that
had forbidden our advance, gave wings
to our retreat.

The same night, the 20th of August,
we landed once more at Cape Rritannia,
and next morning we crossed the inland
direct to Point Pechell, with a heavy sea.
On the 22d we explored a long narrow
bay on the west side of Point Ogle, which
extends to the 63th parallel of latitude.
The north wind blew roughly, with sharp
frost, and next day we got no farther than
Richardson. Thence we crossed over on
the 24th, to what had from the continent
appeared like two islands, but which we
rightly conjectured to form part of the
southern shore of Roothia, or, to speak
with greater precision, of that land on
which stands Cape Felix of Capt. James
Ross. This shore we had the satisfaction
of tracing for about sixty miles till it turn-
ed up to the north, in lat. (58 deg. 41
min. 16 sec. N., Ion. 93 deg. 22 'min.
W. Only fifty-seve- n miles from Ross's
Pillar the dip of the needle was 89 dcg.
28 min. 45 sec. N., the magnetic pole
bearing N. N. E., distance ninety miles.
The variation, as shown by the azimuth
compass and the horizontal bar needle,
was 45 deg. east. The objects seen on
this coast arc easily enumerated a low
uninteresting limestone tract, abounding
nevertheless in reindeer, musk oxen, and
old native encampments. To the west-
ward a good deal of ice appeared, ami
vast numbers of snow-gees- e passed high
overhead in long triangular lights, bound
for milder skies.

Whilst engaged in taking observations,
our men constructed another durable me-
morial of our discoveries, which was
saluted in the usual manner. Then, re-cross- ing

the strait on the 25th, we resum-
ed for some time our outward route, only
keeping more along the seaward verge of
the islands, so as to shape a straighter
course.

The weather, from being threatening
ami unsettled, soon became uncquivecoal-l- y

severe. On the 29th of August, a snow-
storm began, that lusted for seven days,
during four days of which we were lived
to a single spot by the violence of the IS.
W. gales; while the frost was so keen,
that the pools among the rocks on which
we lay became solid enough to bear up a
man. A more moderate interval suc-
ceeded this fierce outbreak. Quitting the
continent again, at the large river already
mentioned, we struck N. N. W., for an
extensive island, twenty-tw- o miles oil
which wo coasted N. W. for twenty miles;
and, shortly before sunset, on the 6th of
September, stood out thence due N. for
the nearest point of Victoria Land, which
proved equally distant. We have never
seen any thing more brilliant than the
phosphoric gleaming of the waits when
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darkness set in. The boats seemed to
cleave a Hood of molten silver; and the
spray, dashed from their bows before the
fresh breeze, fell back like showers of
diamonds into the deep. It was a cold
night, and when we at last made the land,
clitis, faced with eternal ice, obliged us
to run on for a couple of leagues before
we could take the shore with safety. The
coast of Victoria Land, which we explor-
ed for upwards of 150 miles, is incom
parably the boldest we have met with in
these seas. Often, near the shore, no
bottom could be found with thirty-liv- e

j fathoms of line; and the cerulean blue
'color of the water everywhere indicated
ja profound depth. There are several no-

ble bays, the lamest of which, N. W. of
Cape Alexander, is twenty miles wide,
and equally deep, backed by snow-cla- d

mountains. It attains to 69 dcg. 40 min.
N., the highest latitude of this voyage.
At length we reached the extreme point
seen by Mr. Simpson from Cape Franklin
in 1838, where the coast of this large
country begins again to trend northward
of west, Cape Rarrow lying by computa-
tion S. S. W., distant fifty miles. On
the 10th September, we crossed this mag-
nificent strait, with a strong E. S. E., or
side wind, and a rough sea, in which our
gallant boats, old and worn out as thev
were, acquitted themselves beyond our
most sanguine hopes. Our return from
Cape Rarrow was miserably retarded by
furious N. Wr. winds, and severe stress
of weather. Winter permanently set in
on the 15th September; and next day,
to the undisguised joy of the whole party,
we re-enter- ed the Coppermine River,
after by far the longest voyage ever per-
formed in boats on the Polar Sea. Leav-
ing one of our little craft, together with
the remains of the pemican (which through
age and long exposure was become nuite
mouldy,) and various other articles, as a
prize to the hrst Esquimaux who may
visit the Rloody Fall, we ascended the
river with our double crew in four days,
abandoned our tents, and every thing but
absolute necessaries, crossed the barren
grounds, up to the knees in snow, having
unluckily left our snow-sho- es on the coast,
and safely reached Fort Confidence at
dusk on the 24th. The fisheries had
failed sooner than ever and we had good
reason to congratulate ourselves on not
being doomed to pass a third winter
within the Arctic Circle.

After settling with the Indians, liberal-
ly rewarding the most deserving, and sup-
plying all with ammunition gratuitously,
we took ourdeparture on the evening of
the 26th, in two inland batteaux; one
belonged to the expedition, the other came
from Fort Simpson, sixteen days before
our arrival.

Our passage of Great Rear Lake was
most boisterous and inclement. In cros-
sing the body of the Lake, and other
considerable traverses, our ' boats, with
every thing in them, and even the verv
clothes on our backs became converted
into shaj)eless masses and concretions of
ice. It was high time for us to escape
from Great Rear Lake, for the temper
ature, which was at 4 deg. below zero,
when we landed at the head of the river.
on the evening of the 4th of October, fell

) deg. lower in the course ot the mrht.
and the next day we descended the raoid
stream in the very midst of the driving
ice. Un entering the Mackenzie, we ex-
perienced a temporary mitigation of this- w v

excessive cold ; but we should .most as
suredly have stuck fast above Fort Nor
man, had not the northern gales again
rose in their strength, and while they shat-
tered and dispersed the rapidly forininir
ice, enabled us to stand the current under
close-reefe- d sails. At noon, on the 14th
of October, after forcing our way, with
no small risk, through the torrent of ice
forced out by the rivers of the mountains.
we reached this place, Fort SiinpsonJ

and were cordially welcomed by our val-

uable friend, Chief Trader MThcrson,
who had for some time, given up all

hopes of our arrival.
Most of our people arc still afflicted

with acute pains and swellings in the
limbs, caused by cold and exposure ; and
we are assured by Mr. MThcrson, that
he has never known or heard of so eariy

of winter inor vigorous a commencement
Mackenzie's River. On the other hand,
so fine a spring as that of 1839, seldom
visits these frozen regions ; and to this
favoring circumstance, under Providence,
ought our signal success to be partly
ascribed.

October 30 The state of the .ice at
length enables us to despatch couriers to
Slave Lake. In the meantime, Gov,
Simpson's highly valued letter of the 17th
of June, which unfortunately missed us
in our way hither, has cast up over land.
We rejoice in having anticipated the Rus-
sian expedition, and secured to our count-
ry and the Company the indisputable
honor of discovering the North-we- st Pas-

sage, which has been an object of search
to all maritime nations for three centuries.
When our expedition was planned at
Norway house, in 1836, it was confident-
ly expected that Sir George Black would
have achieved the survey of the Qulf of
Roothia with the Terror's boats, and that
our meeting at the mouth of the Great
Fish River would have left no blank in
the geography of northern America. That
officer's failure, the exhaustion of our men
and means, and the necessity of a new
wintering ground, render a fresh expedi-
tion indispensable for the examination of
the Gulf of Rothia, the circuit of which
to the Strait of the Fury and Hccla,
according to the Esquimaux accounts,
cannot be less than 400 or 500 miles. It
only remains for us to recommend to your
approbation the plan proposed by Mr.
Simpson to perfect this interesting serv-
ice ; which as he had no wish to avail
himself of the leave of absence granted,
lie is prepared to follow up whenever the
limited means required are placed at his
disposal.

We have the honor to bo vonr most nhcdinnf humble
servants, I'ETEIi W. DKASK,

THOMAS
To tho Ciovornnr, Pentity-f.'ovcrno- r, nnd Commit-

tee of the Hudson's liny, Co , London.
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Wc have seen that the first impulse of the
Polynesian savages towards the whites, was
to possess themselves of their property. Ir-nnr- ant

of their power and heedless of con-
sequences, their avaricious desires led them
at once to assault and plunder. The navi-
gators who first became acquainted with
these islanders, were generally men of char
acter, seeking fortune and reputation, by
their adventurous voyages. Many were
commanders of national expeditions. Policy,
interest and humanity alike promoted them
to secure tho good will of the natives, and
we rarely meet with an exception to such a
course. The names of Wallis. Cook. Vnn.
couvcr, La Perouse, and Wilson need but
bo mentioned, to confirm this assertion. At
times indeed, unprovoked and treacherous
attacks compelled them to severe but ne-
cessary measures of retaliation, but thov wnro
conducted in such a manner as to subserve
at once the design of justice, and to forcibly
impress upon the natives, the nower of thfir
visitors, and promptness to punish any ag-
gressions. The difference iti warfnrn
distinction

.... a a

made
r

between the
.

guilty nnd in- -
noceni, me forbearance shown to the help- -

iioii-comuaia- ami the care taken of
the wounded, could not but produce favora-
ble results in their minds. Useful advice for
their future conduct was also freely given
presents judiciously bestowed, and the natu-
ral resources of their countries enhanced by
the introduction of valuable plants and an

nvembEi

imals. A desiro for foreign productions
awakened, which could be gratified onh

through those whose intellectual supcriorin
they were thus unconsciously acknowled?'
ing. In this manner they acquired the prin

ciples of a new policy, and learned that thei

true interest lay in maintaining a fair com.

mere 'j with the strangers. Other vessel

soon flocked to their shores, and . articles o

foreign manufacture were exchanged fr

the products of their soil. Their nci
awakened wants were thus gratified, and in.

stead of the whitemeeting man as a foe

they greeted him as a friend. Such a,

their first step towards civilization.
After a short time, some few adventur.

crs, attracted by the love of licence nnr

the natural pleasantness of the climate, left

their ships, and took up their residence
shore, where they exercised an iinportan;

influence over the natives. They wore in
W J "I

deed, generally of the lowest class, in the

words ol Ryron,
" .Men without country, who too long estranged,

Had found no native home, or found it changed
And, halt uncivilized, preferred the cuvc '
Of Nome nol't savage, lo the uncertain wave."

urn ii aiiwuiu uc nupi in iinnu mat ant

person born and educated in a civilized

country, however low he may be sunk
vice and ignorance, must be superior to

these savages, both in moral sentiments anc

cultivation. There have probably few

any white men, ever landed among thes

islands, who would not feel and express
horror of the customs of human sacrifice
child-murde- r, cannibalism and other atroci
ties practised by the natives. The mo

frequent charge brought against them,
their unbounded licentiousness. But
should be remembered that the natives were

in this respect already sunk to the lowest

depths of degradation, and though these

men might conform to the customs of the

country, they could add nothing to the

prevalent vice. Indeed, we may su-
ppose that its grossest forms would soon di-

sgust them, and we rarely find one so utterly
lost to the associations of early life, as not

by his conduct, to at least set a better e-
xample in this respect. We find many amnn
all the islands, living with but one wife, mil

particularly at this time it is but justice t

say, that those who have intermarried will,

the aboriginal females, are doing much t

elevate their character, and hasten civiliza
tion.

The lowest class would perhaps exerciw
at tirst the most influence over the natives
because in other habits and propensities,
they were so nearly on a level with them

Consequently the latter would be more fo-

rcibly impressed by their remonstrances
The whites, moreover, would generally a-

ttach themselves to some powerful chief, of

energetic character, who by their assistance
would make himself master of the group
and thus of course put a natural end to their

savage warfare, with all its horrid results
As there would probably be some mechanics
among them, who would find a profit in the

exercise of their skill, the natives wouli

gradually become acquainted vith the si-
mplest of the ai ts, which the chiefs, for their

own profit, would require them to learn and

practise. A gradual but perceptible i-
mprovement in their dwellings, culture of

lands, and clothing, would also take place.
And this would be the second step in their

progress towards civilization.
When it was once known that life and

property were safe in any island, and that it

afforded an opportunity of acquiring wealth,

adventurers of a higher rank, men of educ-
ation and character, would make their appea-
rance. The natives would now begin to a-

cquire a notion of' tho manners, stylo of li-

ving, and employments of enlightened nations
The chiefs would be the first to feel the i-

nfluence of this example, and to adopt the ne

customs, and from them the tasto would d-

escend and spread among tho common pe-
ople; the latter, moreover, perceiving thai

their chiefs were treated by the foreigners
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