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For the Polynesian.

or His-
tory.

The events of the following brief nar- -
fjtive occurred about fifty years since,
( iring the early days ot the reign of hal-

t ehamcha I. and before he had subjugat-
e d to himself the eastern part of Hawaii.

account is narrated by an intelligent
and an eye-witne- ss of the events

It is penned with a view to
if possible, an of the

which produced so singular a ca--
Istrophe. Keoua, a son of the late king
ilaiopu of Cook,) was then
possession of Hilo and Puna, and was
ntendinor with Kiana. one of Kameha- -

peha's chiefs for the supremacy of the
Quthern parts of the island. It appears
( r the narrative, that the latter had re-- C

ntly taken possession of Kau for his
I ,ng, and had driven out the inhabitants
rjho had fled to the interior, in the imme-- (

ate vicinity of the volcano of Kilauea,
here they subsisted upon the fern-roo- t,

( iapuu) baked in the steam issuing from

j e crevices about the crater. Here they
ere joined by a war party under Keoua,

jpm the district of Hilo, who took them
jpder his auspices, and

arched with them into Kau, in order to
ive out the enemy and reinstate them
their lands. His army was separated

to three divisions, which we will denom-Jat- e

the van, the centre and the rear, and
Vv dnsr.ended from the volcano towards

I ic habitable parts of Kau, in the three
jiths which diverge at the volcano, run-lln- fr

nnrhans a fourth or half a mile aoart.
ijitil they again unite about twenty miles
I slow, at a place called Kalanihale, in the
f )pcr part of Kau. They had not pro--(

icded far in their march, before a tre-- 1

endous and eruption of the
( lcano took place. The ground shook
( id rocked beneath their feet, so that it
1 Jcame quite impossible to stand or run
i ithout falling to the ground. At the
( rnie time an awful roar, far above the
(joise of thunder was heard, and although
(j was mid-da- y, under a clear and serene
(iy, the air became suddenly darkened
Qr some minutes, and was followed by a

shower of sand and cinders,
Jjhich were thrown high in mid heaven,
(fid came down again for many miles
ftound. but which, so far as our narrator
gas with the effects, did not
Reduce any destruction of life. The
flower of sand and cinders ascending in-j- jj

the had cooled during their
ftrial excursion, and being light did not
ftll like hailstones, but produced a sutlb- -

.. . . iisensation upon the lungs, attended
ith a sulnhurous smell. vanguard
ssM on without witnessing any other

tnutrnnlio thnii

(twimon to all, a thorough fright. They
T listened on with all possible speed, and
i 'rived in safety during the day at

where they rear
ly which was nearest the volcano at

' e of the eruption, after the earth-ak- e

and shower of sand had passed
l'er, also hasteneil forward to escape the
infers which threatened them, Kid re-

ding in mutual tiUt they

fd
been preserved in the midst of such

peril. But what was their sur--

J

mng
The

The

time

UMIE

FOLI IAN
PUBLISHED WEEKLY, HONOLULU, SANDWICH ISLANDS.

SATURDAY, APRIL 1841.

COMMUNICATED.

Fragment Hawaiian

iie
investigation

(lerraoboo

immediately

earthquake

tremendous

acquainted

atmosphere

Kala-Jilinl- e,

encamped.

congratulations

prise and consternation, when on coming
up with their comrades of the centre par-
ty, they discovered them all to have be
come corpses. Sonic were lying down,
and others were sitting upright clasping
with dying grasp, their wives and chil-

dren, and joining noses as in the act of
taking a final leave. So much like life
they looked, that they at first supposed
them merely at rest, and it was not until
they had come up to them and handled
them, that they could detect their mis-

take. The party consisted of about 40ft
persons, including women and children,
not one of whom survived to relate the
catastrophe that had befallen their com-
rades. The only living being they found,
was a solitary hog, in company with one
of the families which had been so sudden-
ly bereft of life. In those perilous cir
cumstances, the surviving party did not
even stay to bewail their fate, but leaving
their deceased companions as they found
them, hurried on, and overtook the van
at the place of their encampment.

In a few days from this time, the army
of Keoua met their enemies at Waiohinu,
and joining battle were defeated. He
and Ins followers, of whom the narrator,
then a boy, was one, retreated in the di-

rection they had come. On their return,
they found their deceased friends as they
had left them, entire, and exhibiting no
other marks of decay, than a sunken hol-lowne- ss

in their eyes ; the rest of their
bodies were in a state of entire preserva-
tion. They were never buried, and their
bones lay bleaching in the sun and rain
for many years. The writer of this sketch
well remembers the spot : when travelling
over the same ground, several years ago,
he discovered an unburicd scull lying part-
ly covered in black volcanic sand, but did
not at that time understand whether it
was supposed to have belonged to that
party or not. In describing the place to
my narrator, he confirms my suspicions,
that it is at least not far from the spot
where the scene of this narrative occurr-
ed. The desperate state of Kcoua's af-

fairs from 1 li.it moment, and his melan-
choly death soon j after, at Kawaihae,
where he was assassinated by one of Ka-mehame-

chiefs, when in the act of
surrendering himself a prisoner of war,
are sufficient reasons why these corpses
were never buried.

But what was tho cause of their myste-
rious dcatli ? It appears that the two par-
ties both in van and rear escaped entire,
although they were equally exposed to
the shower of cinders. We arc therefore
to look for some other cause than any
which has come into the statements of
this narrative, as adequate to produce the
sudden death of so many people at once.
With the Hawaiians it has over remained
a perfect mystery, and they have of course
connected it with the tales of their fabu-

lous mythology.
Their only solution of the problem is,

that the goddess Pele being angry at Kc-

oua's army for trespassing upon her terri-

tories, and partaking of the sacred olialo,
without rendering the required homage,
took this method of revenge. My nar-

rator acknowledges that he never heard
any other solution attempted, and frankly
confesses his ignorance of the true cause
of their death. When I suggested to him
the possibility that it was occasioned by
a blast of sulphurous gas, from borne fis

sure in the earth produced by the earth-

quake, he seemed to think it probable.
From his description of the whole scene,

this is the only solution of the phenome-
non upon which I could fix, at all satis-

factory to my own mind. It will be re-

collected by those who have travelled from
tlin vnlrnnn down to tin? southern shore
of the island, that a fissure extends for!

many miles in the earth to the south of
the path that leads to Kapapala, from'
which smoke and vapor are continually
ascending. As by the narrator's account j

the trades were not blowing at the time,,
we may suppose that at the moment of j

the eruption, a volume of sulphurous gas'
was emitted from one of the openings in
this fissure, and carried bv the sea breeze,
in a northerly direction across the tracks
then occupied by these unfortunate trav-

ellers, it enveloped them in its deadly
fumes. B.

l'loin the Colonial Clactto for July.

Colonization or the Fa I L land
Islands by Convicts.

IMPORTANCE AS A NAVAL STATION, AND THE
MALTA OF THE PACIFIC.

It is a source to many, of deep re-

gret, that a deaf car should be turned to
the anxious lemonstrances which have
been urged upon the government for the
occupation of different places, where the
establishment of England's power would
be a general benefit. The proceedings
which have occurred respecting the noble
islands of New Zealand arc in illustration
of the remark. It is a very prevalent
feeling that those islands are essentially
British possession having been taken in
the usual mode, and with all the recog
nized forms. It is lar from our intention
to advocate a system which would go to
deprive the aborigines of their land or
their independence ; but both are at pres-
ent jeopardized, and French and English
speculators, in their earnestness after this

j bone of contention, may achieve the evil
which the British government professes
sedulously to eschew. The English com-pan- y

have sent out recruits a French
one is about to follow : both parties are
well armed ; disputes will arise, and con-
flicts ensue; It is natural to infer that
the aborigines may enlist on cither side,
and thus the spoliation and destruction,
professedly dreaded, will in reality be for-

warded. Let the crown of Great Britain
aflord that protection which the native
chiefs besought of his late majesty ; let
the territory of New Zealand, or such
portions as tho chiefs may be willing to
cede, be acquired by fair and honest pur-
chase, and then disposed of to British sub-
jects ; declare New Zealand another link
of the British empire ; extend to her na-
tives British rights and British privileges,
and she will ere long, become one of 'the
brightest gems of the British crown. The
sympathies of her natives are with us ;

they make excellent seamen, and being
totally different from the abject aboriginal
Australians, are capable of civilization and
mental culture. It is bad policy to per-
mit a jealous rival to attain a footing in a
quartern every respect British. Their
pretensions now are unfounded, but if
conceded quietly and without remon-
strance, it is but lighting a flame which
will ultimately lead to fl mighty blaze.
May the fears of such a catastrophe be

allayed by a speedy declaration that New
Zealand has become a colony of the em-

pire, and has ceased to afford a field for
encroachment, British or foreign.

Every one calculated to form an opin-
ion, or who has givei. the least considera-t- o

the subject, concurs in representing the
position of the Falkland Islands as the key
of the Pacific. Could proof more deci-
sive of that fact be adduced, than the far-fam- ed

and destructive cruise of the Amer-
ican frigate AVer, Commodore David Por-

ter ? For nearly twelve months the Es-

sex scoured the South Seas unmolested,
" burning, sinking, and destroying;" her
captures amounted to twelve sperm wha-
lers, valued, according to James, at two
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, and,
although the bulk of these were ultimately

ed, still the fisheries were for the
time paralyzed. Could the evil have
reached such a height, would a single frig-
ate run such a hazard, had England pos-
sessed a naval yard at the Falklands? But
it the evil were grievous in those days,
what would be the result now ? At that
time (1813) New South Wales was known
merely as a place of transportation, and
the numerous rising colonies of those seas
were non-existe- nt. For one British flag
which then swept the Pacific, there are
now a score, but those flags are more es-

sentially pacific than the seas they sweep,
and the Aurtralian portion of them areas
destitute of the means of self-protecti-

on,

as their ports are incompetent to afford
security against a foe. The British pen-
nants in that quarter of the world, usually
float from the mast-hea- ds of such craft as
the Pelorus, Pandora, Zebra, sixteen-gu- n

brigs ; or the Success, Rainbow, Volage,
and Ahgator "jackass frigates," Where-
as, the folds of the tri-col- or wave from
heavy fifty-gu- n frigates, such as the Artc-mi- se

and Venus, or thirty-tw- o gun cor-
vettes, the Heroine for example. Sup-
pose, (which heaven forefcnd)a war were
to break out, let us say with France, what
opposition could our cockle-shel- ls make
against ships of such tonnage, scantling,
and armament as these ? The waters of
the Dcrwent, Port Jackson, and the Swan,
are intimately known to numerous French
commanders, who arc perfectly aware of
the immense injury they could inflict upon
our colonies with the most perfect impu-
nity, and at a gain of a million or two
sterling to themselves. Are those facts
of no moment to Great Britain, or are the
French such magnanimous foes as never
to oppress the weak ? Let the Sandwich
and Otaheitau isles give answer.

Let us suppose another American war.
Would Captain David Porter pause in .

the Brandywine, GO, w here he ventured
in the Essex, 32, and with his certainty of
success quadrupled ? We should think
not! Surely this is some argument, in
aid of others, why the Falklands should
be colonized, and made a naval depot.
Were such the case, and did a war ensue,
(we shall also suppose Sydney, Hobart
Town, Frcemantle, &c. adequately forti-
fied,) how long would nn adverse flag re-
main in the Pacific ? With a home through-
out its range, and with those islands to
keep an eye both on the Atlantic and it,
the cruisers of England would give a good
account of those of the enemy, whilst t'.c
letters of marque (if such were w'ssly
grnnttd) from all ports of Australia would
speedily turn the mercantile scale.


