
5m 1POLYN Ik
j. J.1IIVI2S, Editor. SlTliUJAY, AUGUST SI, 1811. Vol. a.-- Io. 11.

THE DAWN IS imr.AKIN( OEtt US.
BY T. JIOOIIE.

The dawn is breaking o'er us,
See, heaven liutb caught its hue!

We've clay's long light before us,
What sport shall we pursue I

The hunt o'er hill and lea?
The sail o'er summer sea?
Oh let not hour so sweet
Unwing'd by pleasure licet.
The dawn is breaking o'er us,

See, heaven hath caught its hue!
We've day's long light before us,

What sport shall we pursue?

Hut sec, while we're deciding,
What morning sport to play,

The dial's hand is gliding,
And morn hath passed away.

Ah, who'd have thought that noon
Would o'er us steal so soon;
That mom's sweet hour of prime
Wonld last so short a time?
But come, we've day before us,

Still heaven looks bright and blue;
Quirk, quick, ere eve come o'er us,

What sport shall we pursue?

Alas why thus delaying?
We're now at evening's hour;

Its farewell beam is playing
O'er hill and wave and bower.

That light we thought would last,
Behold, ev'n now 'tis past;
And all our morning dreams
Have vanish'd with its beams!
But come! 'twere vain to borrow

A lesson from this lay,
For man will be

Just what he's been to-da- y.

From Hunt's Merchant's Mugazincfor Sept. 1810.

THE AMERICAN FUR TRADE.

While the French traders were
the forests bordering the great lakes

ind the Mississippi, and storing with furs
fie warehouses of France, a gigantic cor--

oration belonging to a rival power, and
!'ovv in existence, had sptung up in the

orth a power which is now grasping
ie entire dominion of the forest nortlwof
ie American bounds from Hudson's Bay

Jo the mouth of the Columbia, infringing
jpon our own territory, ond exercising an
iron despotism over the large body of
french Canadians, traders, half-breed-s,

ind Indians, who are in its employ and
tubject to its will. The English, for a
bug period, bad made extraordinary ef-

forts to discover a northern passage for
thips between the Atlantic and Pacific;
Ind about the commencement of the six-jien- th

century, Hudson and Ballin had
Explored the two bays whose names they
tear. It was believed that the comtnuni- -

tition could only be effected by one of
the last named bays, and in order to en-

tourage the project of exploration, Charles
Jl. granted to a society of London mer-

chants, denominated Tke .Hudson's Hay
j Company, a charter in 10G9, upon the im-

plied condition that they would strive to
'.fflecttmtc that object From this period,
there sprang forward u monopoly not ex-

ceeded in magnitude by any that has ex-

iled on this continent, which, at first eon- -

!ning itself within the hyperborean
of the north, and acting as a rival

'.jl the French for nearly a century, lias
radually extended itself throughout the
renter portion oi the western territory,
nd without regard to chartered rights,
Ppears to be destined to swallow up all
'her commercial enterprises within its
each. But we shall treat more pnrticu- -

lrly of its spirit and policy as we pucevd.
(I During the year 1781, the Northwest

ws nre-nnirod-
. This comnanv

i j r - - i j
f s established for the purpose of pre- -

venting the collisions which had before
occurred between individual traders of
the lakes and those of the Hudson's Bay
Company, as well as to systemi.e the fur
trade, and to balance the power of the
last-nam-

ed corporation. Its members
were comprised of the principal merchants
of Montreal, who had before been engaged
in the fur trade round the lakes. This
company did not secure a charter, but
constituted themselves into a commercial
partnership. It consisted of shares une-
qually divided among individual stock-
holders, some of whom were engaged in
the importation of goods necessary to car-
ry on the trade, in the supply of capital,
and in the exportation of the proceeds ;

and others who were employed in actual
trade at the interior posts and among the
Indians. The shares of this company
were gradually increased as new appli-
cants for the stock appeared. The agents
of the company went annually to Detroit,
Mackinaw, St Mary, and the grand por
tage, where they received their furs, and
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audit was of injury the last-- ;
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most the the ports of the United States and
lands. In acts of ; and lie was

ensued, and in 1814. the Scotch- - his of
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was during the great the United Slates, by fur--
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18:21, uniting the two companies
under the of "The Bay
Company," under a charter granting to
them the privilege of trading in the In-

dian territory claimed or belonging to
Great Britain for the period of
years.

do not to go into a
particular examination of the different

Note. This charter as we are inform-

ed, has been renewed, under the name of
Sound Agricultural Company, or

some similar title, a capital .2,000,-000- .
This company it is said, large

tracts of territory Sound, un-

der grants of letters patent from the English
government after the same manner by

their domain, and the rivalry of the two previous to American whole

companies gave to violent out-territor- ies were disposed of companies
breaks, though they confined .themselves titled individuals, for monies or services,
within dilferent chartered limits. The suids have in some instances? been to
Northwest Company stretched arms American citizens; presenting the an-ov- cr

the northwestern lakes, aided byjouudy of foreign traders holding tilles to
Canadians, half-breed-s, voyagers, and In-- j lauds claimed ly Americans, lVoin gov-dian- s,

well bv agents, .eminent of another country, selling those
be-

longed along line of
Lakes and and

after first
had its

Lake, hundred
Superior.

treaty of between
Britain and this country,

posts taken during

the

immense line etli, Mr
tern of In

of

But

had
ony of Scotch had of more

men, with

denied Mr

from the
numerous

account
the

1810,
were

ing British Par

July,
name Hudson's

twenty-on- e

design here

Pugett's
with

hold
about Pugett's

which,

rise

sold
its thus

Scotch
had lauds to those who claim to he their legiti-

mate owners. Such ac ts will or later
awaken the jealousy of the Republic, and lead
to an investigation of the much vexed ques-
tion of boundary, and national rights. Year-
ly the Gordion knot becomes more
and like it is n t at nil improbable that
the sword alone will be aide to sever it.
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alongside of the hank, and receive cargoes
of c( al from a mine, by merely running planks
ashore. The officers of the U. S. Kxploring
Squadron describe the Sound as one of the
most beautiful sheets of water upon the face
of the globe, and affording eve rv facility for

a flourishing commerce. ,

Oregon. Having taken a rapid glance
of the progress of thc fur trade of the
west, we now come to a consideration of
its present condition.

That vast unpeopled region west of the
lakes and extending to the shores of the
Pacific, is now ranged chiefly by the
agents of thc Hudson's Bay Company,
the North American Fur Company, foun-
ded also by Mr Astor, and the few tra-
ders who from time to time have adven-
tured into the forest on their own account.

The system of thc Hudson's Bay Com-
pany is one calculated to further the ex-

ercise of its despotic power. Its affairs
arc managed by a governor, deputy-governo- r,

and a committee of directors, who .

are established in the city of London, and
by whom all its operations are devised,
and to whom the reports of its affairs arc
transmitted. Thc trade of this company
at the west is prosecuted by a resident
governor, agents, factors, and clerks, some
of whom have a share in the profits of thc
trade; and also by a more active class of
agents, the hunters, vowtgers, and trap-
pers, consisting of French Canadians, half-bree- ds

and Indians, who are paid a small
salary with promises of future advance-
ment according as they shall render them-
selves of value to the trade. They are
allowed only a small share of miserable
food, and are kept by promises in a state
of entire subjection to the will of the com-
pany. The furs which ate collected arc
procured mainly from the Indians, in ex-

change for manufactured goods, which
are imported into the country free of du-

ty, although the servants of the company
are engaged themselves at particular sea-
sons in hunting and trapping. The ter-
ritory ranged by this company is divided
into districts, each of which is under the
charge of an agent, who receives the joods
imported from England, and distributes
them to the trailers, receiving in return
the furs which are collected by them.
These furs are sent to three grand depos-
itories of trade Montreal, in Canada,,
York Factory, on Hudson's Bay, and Fort
Vancouver upon the Columbia Eiver- .-
Each of these posts is the neuclus of a
certain number of other inferior posts.
The goods from Montreal generally pass
through Fort William, upon the north-
west hore of Lake Superior. Several
vessels, and also a steamboat, are tmplov-r- d

by this company upon the northwest


