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(Continued from Third frige.)

mount authority at his own volition,
is not the American system Qf govern-
ment.

We hope that all students of the
Constitution, and all admirers of the
system which the Founders gave us,
will devote some little attention to the
question there raised, It is not per-
tinent to reply that Mr. Cleveland, as
treasonable man and a good citizen,
can never be expected to carry the new
theory of paramount authority to the
extremes which we have indicated; that
he would be the last person to abuse
the novel and unlimited power which
he has practically asserted in the case
of Mr. lilount. That is very well; but
the barriers which the Constitution sets
up against Executive aggression were
not intended for times of peace, and
reasonableness, and good citizenship,
in the White House. They were built
for an amergency. The emergency
will occur whenever the White House
holds a strong-willed- , self opinionated
man, whose ambition or love of power
is stronger than his respect for existing
institutions; and when the habit of
foolish adulation and easy-goin- g indif-
ference has weakened the public sen-

sitiveness to aggression on his part.
Against such an emergency, it is best
that the constitutional safe-cuard- s shall
be preserved entile and intact, in their
original strength.

More About Mr. Blount.
A New York paper contains the fol

lowing editorial discussion headed "The
Mystery About Mr. Blount's Functions
in Hawaii."

There is no novelty in the employ
ment or a special Commissioner to
gather information for the Department
ot btatc, or to carry out definite instruc
tions from the Executive. A good
many newspapers are talking wildly on
this subject. They seem to regard
iommissioner lilount as an anomaly
ana a bold innovation in our diploma
tic service, and to wonder how it can
be that he, an inferior officer appointed
by the President without the advice and
consent of the Senate, can trder down
the Mag whtcn was raised by his supe-
rior in diplomatic rank, the Envoy Ex
traordinary and Minister Plenipotentia
ry to the Hawaiian Islands.

The Special Commissioner is simply
a special agent, through whom the Ad
ministration acts directly in interna
tional affairs, or acquires information
by another than the ordinary channel.
Sometimes he is styled Special Agent,
sometimes Special Commissioner.

An exact precedent and a striking
parallel to what Mr. Ulount has already
done at Honolulu, are afforded by the
act of Commissioner George H. Hates,
sent to the Samoan Islands in 18S6 by
Secretary Bayard, during Mr. Cleve-
land's first term.

Greenebaum, our Consul at Apia,
had declared an American protectorate
over Samoa, proceeding on his own
responsibility and without instructions
from Washington. Mr. Hates was sent
out to haul down the flag which Greene-
baum had hoisted, to investigate the
condition of affairs in Samoa, and to
report Ins conclusions.

Mr. Bayard's letter of instructions
to Special Commissioner Bates, dated
July 22, 1 886, informed Mr. B.ites that
he was employed as a special agent by
direction of the President. "You are
the representative of the United States,"
wrote Mr. Bayard. The Secretary
recited briefly the history of the Samoan
complication, and then specified the
duties he was expected to perform:

"You are, in the first place, authorized to
disavow the action of Consul (Jrcencbaum in
assuming a protectorate over Samoa in the
name of the United States."

Name and place being changed, that
is exactly what Commissioner Blount
has done at Honolulu. We note two
points of difference, howevei, between
the cases of Commissioner Bates and
Commissioner Blount.

Mr. Bates disavowed the act of his
inferior. Section 1,674 of the Revised
statutes provides that agents and com
missioners shall rank as "diplomatic
officers;" while Consuls do not rank as
such. Whether Commissioner Blount
ranks as the diplomatic superior of
Minister Stevens or not, is not deter-
minable from the statutes. The only
inference that can be drawn is from
section 1,676, which fixes the salary
of a Commissioner at seventy-fiv- per
cent, of that provided for the Minister
regularly stationed in the country to
which the Commissi jner is accredited.
A Charge d'Affaires gets only fifty per
cent, of the Minister s salaiy. Accord-
ing to the established compensation,
therefore, a Commissioner's diplomatic
rank would be midway between a
Charge1 d'Affaires and a Minister.

The other and more important point
of difference is that while Mr. Bayard
described Commissioner Bates as "the
representative of the United States,"
and stated explicitly what he was au
thorized to do while in Samoa, Mr,

Cleveland's letter of credentials to Pres-
ident Dole describes Mr. Blount as
"my special Commissioner," and adds
In all matters affecting relations with
the government of the Hawaiian Isl
ands, his authority is hurniitoiint."

Does Mr. Blount hold a general
power of attorney from Cleveland? If
so, is the power of attorney good? Can
the President delegate his own powers,
to the extent of conferring paramount
authority upon an infenur officer?

"My Special Commissioner."

The New York Tribune addresses
itself to Hawaiian matters as follows:

Our brilliant contemporaiy, the New
York Sun, has anticipated a question
relative to the authority of Mr. Blount
which must certainly be raised when
Congress meets again. In marked con-

trast with the policy of General Harrison,
Mr. Cleveland's negotiations with Ha-

waii are being conducted secretly. The
people are not permitted to know what
is being done or what is aimed at. Air.
lilount was aboard ship before it was
officially admitted that he was bound
for Hawaii, and the only

plied by the correspondents at Hono-
lulu. It seems that Mr. Cleveland
gave Mr. Blount a letter to the Provi-

sional Government of Hawaii commend-
ing his intelligence and ability, accredt-in- g

him as "my speeiil commissioner,"
and saying that "in all niattcis affecting
reunions with the Government of Ha-

waii his authority is paramount."
1'ar.vuount to whose? Presumably

to Minister Skvens's. Such certainly
is the construction which Mr. Blount
himself places on this remarkable com-

mission, and which he enforced upon
the G vernmcnt of Hawaii. He pro-

ceeded to inquire into Mr. Stevens's of-

ficial conduct, to disavow its most im-

portant particulars, and to assume the
direction, not of a specified negotiation
to a specified end, but of the affairs of
the American hmlnssy generally. He
used the naval forces of the United
States to haul down the flje which at
Mr. Stevens's suggtstion they had
raised, nhd he sent them back to their
vessels over the head of an American
Admiral. This could not have been
done without specific orders from the
Presidi tit cr Secretary Herbert to Ad
miral Skerrett, for the officers of the
Navy are not under the direction of
any diplomatic agent ot the uovern
ment, without such orders, no matter
what his rank or by whem commis
sioned.

The Hon. John L. Stevens is the
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister
Plenipotentiary of the United States to
Hawaii, appointed by the President by
and with the advice and consent f the
Senate, according to law, with duties
determined by Congress. Mr. Blount,
according to the President's letter, is

"my spLcial commissioner." Which,
then, has paramount authority? We
do not now question the power of the
Executive to appoint, without consult
in? the Senate, special agents to obtain
information or to conduct negotiations
in their first stages, tluugh that power
is widely and plausibly disputed. But
how can it be made out that of his sole
authority he can appoint diplomatic
officials with power paramount to that
of Minister officials who can act in
the name of the GovcrnmeK "in all
matters affecting relations" with a Pow-

er in whose Capital a Minister Plenipo-
tentiary resides? If he can do this he
can as well send a man to London as
the superior of the American Ambis- -

sador; he can have his "spec al com
missioner at every capital, before
whom the regularly appointed and
regularly confirmed diplomatic lepre- -

scntatives of the Government must bow
in submissive obedience.

What is Mr. Blount doing in Ha-

waii, anyhow? If he is bigger than
the Minister, how big is he ? If he is

bigger than an American Admiral,
where is his growth to stop? What
law defines his "paramount authority ?"

When he has acted, who has acted ?

The Government of Hawaii has offered
to cede its dominion to somebody. Is
it to the people of the United Stales or
to "my special commissioner ?"
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New Ideas!

A merchant is nowhere
unless abreast of the times.

We have gotten several
new ideas through the ob-

servation of Mr. T. J.
King, while on the coast
and we propose not only

to profit by them ourselves
but to give our customers
the benefit of the low

prices that shall henceforth
prevail in our establish-
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.As time rolls on, we

shall gradually unfold our
new ideas to the mutual
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Call and be convinced
of the sincerity of our
propositions.
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The Star now has the larg

est circulation of any evening

paper, and is gaining ground

daily.

In its new form, the paper

will print as much reading

matter as any other Hawaiian

journal, and will report ' the

news of its entire parish with

freshness and accuracy.

Editorially the Stah is an

outspoken and consistent ad-

vocate of annexation to the

United States.

The paper will be delivered

at any house in Honolulu for

50 cents per month.
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HENRY DAVIS & Co.,

52 Fort Street,

Purvcyois to the United States Navy
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FAMILY GROCERIES. TABLE LUXURIES. ICE HOUSE DELICACIES.

Coffee Roasters

Island Produce a Specialty

FRESH BUTTER EGGS.

We are Agents and First

AND SELL AT LOWEST MARKET RATES.
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AT 20 PER CENT DISCOUNT FOR CASH,

Business Suits Reduced to Twenty-tw- o Dollars 50 Cents

Business Pants Reduced to Dollars 50 Cents, '

H. S. TREGLOAN & SON.

J. EMMELUTH & CO.
No. 6 Nuuanu and No. 4 Merchant Streets, Importers of

Stoves, Ranges, and louse Furnishing Goods,

MANUFACTURERS OF

Tin, Copper and Sheet-Iro- n Ware
WATER PIPE and FITTINGS, BRASS GOODS, Etc.

E3TA1I Oiders Receive Prompt Attention.

and

Work

and

Six and

cncntl ,2Ubci'tiecmcnt

Hawaiian Gazette

-- AND-

PACIFIC

11 J'
Mil

miiii vim n mj mm

ELECTRIC

BOOK and JOB

PRINTING.

Commercial and Legal Work Executed

with Dispatch.

Posters, Books and Pamphlets,

Printed in the Neatest Style, on Fine

Paper, and at Moderate

Rates.

The Largest Paper and Card Stock in

Honolulu.

BOOK-BINDIN- G

In all its Branches.

Magazines, Law Books,

Blank Books of any description,

Day Books and Cash Books,

Map & Photograph Mounting,

Albums, Old Books

Edge Gilding, Lettering in Gold,

Music Books,

Account and Time Books,

Journals and Ledgers,

Portfolios, Scrap-Book-

Iietter Copying Books.

Binding in Morocco, Calf, Sheep, Roan

Russia, Persian and Cloth.

Paper IS"u.ling:
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